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tute of foumdatiom. Nothing better deserves sci-
entific investigation.—See Penny Cyclopedia, London,
Vol. X1I. p. 223.

Ginseng is the name of a root which constitutes one
of the principal medicines of the Chinese and Tartars.
It grows chiefly in Chinese Tartary, and also in several
parts of North America, from which it is sent to China.
This trade to China was carried on by the French in
1750, and subsequently by the English; but since the
Americans established their independence they have car-
ried it direct to China. The American root seldom
exceeds the size of the little finger. It is frequently
forked, and is of a horny texture, and a yellowish white
color. In the year 1709 the emperor of China sent an
army of 10,000 Tartars in search of this root, on condi-
tion that each soldier should give himm two catties of the
best, and sell the rest for its weight in silver. By this
means the emperor gained 20,000 catties in one year.
See Edinbur clopedia, Vol. X.; p. 283.

Ainslie ‘E:—“ The Chinese allege that it
nourishes ens the body, stops vomitings,
clears the moves hypochondriasis, anﬂd all
other nervous s—in a word gives a vigorous tone
to the human frame even in old age. The plant (Gin-
seng) 1s a native of Chinese Tartary, from whence it has
been obtained from time immemorial. It is used by the
French in Canada for Asthmatic Complaints,
as a Stomachic, &c. The French writers say they
have the authority of the Jesuit missionaries for its use ;
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with his provision, which is only parched millet, on which
he is obliged to subsist during the whole journey. The
mandarins send from time to time some pieces of beef,
with such game as they happen to take, which they eat
very greedily and almost raw. They are accustomed to
sleep on the ground, and notwithstanding six months are
passed in this manner, this army of herbalists continue
in perfect health. * The root is an ingredient in almost
all the remedies which they give to their nobility, its
price being too expensive for the populace.

The sick take it to recover health, and the healthy to
make themselves stronger and more vigorous; they affirm
that it removes all fatigues, either of body or mind, dis-
solves humors, cures Pulmonary Iiseases, strength-
ens the stomach, increases the vital spirits, and prolongs
life to extreme old age.

Linnaus has given to the genus of plants which
includes the Ginseng the name of Pamax, a Greek word
intended to express the character of the Chinese panacea.
The berries y-shaped, retuse at both ends, com-
pressed, of carlet color, crowned with the calx
and style ining two semi-circular seeds—the
plants di other vegetables in their berried
fruit. It . remarkable that its name with
the Chinese h American Indians should sig-
nify the same thing in their respective languages, viz: a

-resemblance to the figure of a man. Father Lafit-
eau, a Jesuit missionary, discovered it in North America
among the Iroquois, and sent it to France. In 1718 M.
Sarasin published an account of it in the memoirs of the
academy at Paris,—Bigelow's Med. Bot. vol. 2, p. 82.








































