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tion, by which an equation of temperature is maintained. The
motions of the particles are perpetual and vibratory ; and the
sensation of cold is the result of their approximation, and heat
of their expansion. 1f either their approximation or expan-
sion be carried to an extreme, death is inevitable.

According to the state of the system and the mode of ap-
plication, cold may prove salutary or deleterious. Reaction is
very readily excited by cold, and this principle in sound consti-
tutions is capable of resisting the injurious effects of water at
its lowest temperature a long time: the casualties of a sea-
faring life afford many instances in corroboration of this posi-
tion. In constitutions that are slender, or disabled from sick-
ness, in consequence of the great diminution of the force of
reaction, the greatest precautions must be observed in the use
of this agent, as its sudden application might extinguish life in-
stantly. But the vigorous, though they may sustain the ac-
tion of sudden and transient immersion in water of the lowest
temperature, may notwithstanding continue in it so long as to
overcome the preservative power of reaction, and produce dis-
ease ; asin the case, the history of which we bhave just given.

Trearment. When I was called upon to visit the young
gentleman, the flow of urine attended with the unremitting
distress, alluded to above, was so profuse as to wet the bed
through, and run in a stream on the floor.

To produce a change in the morbid actions upon which the
infiltration, thirst, hunger and immoderate flow of urine de-
pended, reeourse was had to the stimulating properties of
opium. Accordingly the tincture of opium was prescribed in
small doses and at short intervals at first, and then increased
till it took effect, when a longer interval between the doses
was allowed to intervene; ten drops was the minimum and
forty the maximum number. An infusion of senna in limited
and repeated quantities was ordered to keep the bowels open.
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There were four ; two were twins ; all died in one month,
and the disease was upon them only five and seven days. It
began with nausea, shuddering and coldness ; very soon came
on a pain in the throat which increased rapidly ; great diffi-
culty in deglutition now arrived, so that the little sufferers
exhibited more than common dread when one approached
with food or medicine, setting their teeth, and struggling
violently in their opposition to its reception.

The oldest had no eruption ; one of the twins had a scagr-
LET ERUPTION most evident about the neck and upper part
of the body; the others had ~o eruption. The rise and
progress of the eruption not remembered.

The tepid bath was made use of ; and a decoction of hem-
lock bark as a gargle. As soon as seized, each patient was
pronounced incurable.”

In the above cases eruption took place in but one, in this
efflorescence constituted by no means a prominent symptom.
These facts tend to give countenance to the opinion of Dr.
Good in rosalia paristhmitis, or scarlatina anginosa. ¢The
determination, instead of being to the skin, is deflected to
the throat.’

After the death of Mrs. D.’s children, many cases of sore
throat came under my care, two of which were very severe.

Case First. In the first the appearance of the fauces
engrossed my whole attention. The color of about two thirds
of the velum pendulum palati extending to its free margin, and
comprehending the uvula, was black ; the rest of the velum
palati and the posterior portion of the palatine membrane to a
considerable extent, were of a dark red. At this time, there

was to be seen no line of demarkation.

Trearment. Being fully sensible, great advantage is often
derived from vomiting in topical inflammation, more particu-
o
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the casual small pox by strangers or infectious clothing, a hos-
pital was provided at a distance from the town, to which, at
the public expense, persons attacked with this loathsome mal-
ady might be removed, and where infectious articles might be
cleansed ; as either circumstance might become the cause of
the general prevalence of the disease. Any member of a
family might, and often did avail himsell of his cunsﬁh&innﬂl
right to remain in his own house. :
[The confidence that was reposed i the judgment and
fidelity of the attending physician by the municipal authorities,
and in return the deference paid to the authorities by the phy-
sician, produced a mutual courtesy and good understanding
which were not disturbed for many years. Formerly, nothing
was more common, and nothing could be more proper, than
that the attending physician should meet medical gentlemen
in consultation, but then he met them on equal footing ; he
was subjected to no dictation ; nor was he put under the su-
perintendence of a semi-decemviri. Times are changed:
there is an act now in force which is unconstitutional, and which
as is evident from its whole tenor, must have been engendered
in the brain of a committee, AT THE FULL OF THE MOON.]
Restrictive measures were adopted, because, prior to vacci-
nation, an alarm that ¢ the small pox is in Boston,” deterred
the people of the country from bringing in their produce, thus
having the effect of raising the price of provisions and ren-
dering them scarce ; and likewise interrupting the trade be-
tween town and country, and diverting it to some other market.
When the state of the atmosphere was favorable to the
propagation of the small pox, so many cases occurred as to
cause a general alarm of the inhabitants, the majority of whom
were not protected, the regulations were suspended, and per-
mission given for a general inoculation. A late professor of
Anatomy and Surgery said, notwithstanding all the means












