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13
the Philadelphia Medical College, which then

numbered among its professors Dr. Benjamin
Rush, Dr. Philip Syng Physic, Dr. Barton,
and others of almost equal celebrity. He
left Philadelphia and visited the hospitals in
Boston, to acquire a practical knowledge of
surgery, and commenced practice in the
spring of 1813, while the fearful epidemic of
that year was raging. The skill and judg-
ment which he exhibited in the management
of this disease, and the accuracy with which
he predicted its approach, from the early
symptoms in any case, gained the confidence
of the people to a remarkable degree. In a
memorandum alluding to this well-known dis-
ease, he says : ¢ An epidemic disease prevailed
this season in New England and some of the
adjacent States, more extensive and fatal than
has ever before been known in this region.
Its general character was that of the Pneu-
monia Typhoides of a highly malignant form,
and persons of adult age were principally its
subjects. In some towns, as many as fifty
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In 1830 he received the honorary degree of
M. D. from Middlebury College.

The first public dissection in Vermont was
performed by Dr. Dana, in the presence of
a large number of physicians. Of this he
made the following memorandum : — ¢ In
April, 1814, I was employed by Dr. Porter
of Rutland to dissect the body of James An-
thony, who had been sentenced to be hung
for the murder of Joseph Green, a merchant
of that town. Dr. Porter had, for the bene-
fit of the profession, procured of the prisoner
a bill of sale of his body. Anthony hung
himself in prison on the morning he was to
have been executed. I had for an assistant
a young man named Cazier, who had attend-
ed a course of medical lectures in Fairfield,
N.Y. We spent two weeks on the subject,
as we wished to make the most of it, having
but one. About forty different physicians
and students attended during the dissection.
The tickets of admission, which were three
dollars each, were-only intended to meet the
incidental expenses paid by Dr. Porter.”
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