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been stndied as, and when it existed in infected cities, the
conclusion must naturally be -that -it is of domestic origin.
On this point there cannot be a question—every fact and case
tends to prove the same conclusion. Every individual in the
infected city is liable to the disease, as he is similarly surronnd-
ed with the same infected atmosphere. This conclusion is
equally true of an infected house on the land, or an infected
ghip on the ocean. Every visitor to either is as liable to the
discase as if he was in the infected city. Observations of
this kind, induced Deveze and Rrsu to assign a local origin to
the disease, while prevailing in Philadelphia, as early as 1793.
They identified it with the common, local fevers of the
country, and concluded that the two diseases were similar, in
all respects, and differed only in degree of intensity. This
doctrine was introduced into South Carolina by Doctor
Ramsay, in 1801, and has continued to prevail, more or Jess,
ever since. The identity of the two diseases being established
by the facts and reasoning of these leading physicians, the
next step was to establish the identity of origin, which was
easily done. The indigenous fevers were well known to pro-
ceed from the soil and vegetation of the country, and the
Yellow Fever being identical, must have a similar origin from
the soil and filth of the city, and so it was decreed and
published, and so has Charleston suffered for sixty years, as
the fruit of her credulity to false doctrines. Amnother unfor-
tunate error of Drs. Deveze and Rusa, was the conclusion,
from their observations and reasoning, that as the Yellow
Fever had a local origin in cities, it was not necessary to
assign it a contagious property; in other words, they deprived
it of the property of self-propagation. They taught that all
new cases in cities were produced from local, and not
personal causes. Hence all sanitary regulations were to
to be directed to places, and not to persons. Such has been
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the practice of our city for the last fifty years, and the amount
of success is well known to all. The greater prevalence of
the disease in low, moist and filthy localities, has seemed to
confirm the truth of the local origin, and has been the means
of fixing conviction in the minds of many. In fact every
observation made in an infected city seems to confirm the
theory of local origin, in the same manner as the continuous
burning of an anthrocite coal fire would convey to the mind
of an ignorant person, that the adaptation of the coal and the
grate to each other was not only the cause of combustion, but
also the cause of ignition. Deveze and Rusm observed the
fire burning in 1793, they saw it extinguished on the advent
of cold weather; they saw it again burning in 1795, but they
did not notice nor inquire into the manner of ignition. They
were satisfied, like any gentleman who comes down to
breakfast to find his fire burning without inquiring of his
servant how he had kindled it. That combustibles will burn
after ignition, everybody knows, but the mode of ignition is
sometimes involved in obscurity. The mode of ignitior in
the case of Yellow Fever has also been involved in obscurity,
one, the Rusm party, maintaining spontaneous ignition—
the other assuming that some of the same fever must be first
applied to effect ignition, and then extension follows. Now,
it is evident, if we can show that the application of the disease
to a city will produce the disease in the city, and the non ap-
plication will preserve continued health, we will have
advanced a step beyond Deveze and Rusm, and developed
some of the secrets of the disease, which they omitted to in-
vestigate, and which are destined to lead to important practi-
cal results in the exclusion of the disease from our cornmercial
cities. The ignition of a liouse in a city is considered to be
a serious affair, requiring legal investigation and subsequent
hanging of the incendiary ; but the ignition of Yellow Fever
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the wharf on the 8th of August, at the very best period to
expand her infection and inflame the city. Had this been
done, the date of Yellow Fever this season would have been
the 15th of August, with its gradual inerease through Septem-
ber as usual; but as it was not done, we were exempt from the
discase at that time. That the Ciscar was an infected vessel,
no one can doubt, and that she was capable of doing mischief
had she been allowed to come to the city, is founded on the
observations of similar vessels in previous years.

The next and most palpable danger to the city, was the
Koophandel, which arrived on the 27th June, in 49 days from
Rio, loaded with 4,000 bags of Coffee. Had the consignee .
been active in the discharge of the cargo, and the laws execu-
ted according to its letter, she would have been admitted to
the wharf on the first day of Aungust—and, allowing seven
days for diffusion of the poison, Charleston would have been
infected on the Tth, the customary period, with all the conse-
quences usually observed on such oceasions of early introduc-
tion. Happily, the Mayor and Council refused all concession
in her favor, and she was not permitted to come to the wharf.
Arriving from an infected port, she was presumed to be
infected, although there was no disease on board—a presump-
tion which was fully borne ount by subsequent facts, and
showed the wisdom of the law in putting on an equality of
danger all vessels coming from infected ports, irrespective of
the length of passage. That the Koophandel was an infected
vessel, is proved by the consequences of her union with the
Johannes, which arrived from Embden, Hanover, and of course
was free from Yellow Fever, but was infected with Typhus, or
Ship Fever. They came together on the 11th of August for
the purpose of transfering the ballast of the Johannes into
the Koophandel, which was done by the united crews, and they
separated on the 17th: on the 27th a man and boy of the
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detention of ¢not less tlian thirty days” at Quarantine? It
is an inconvenience to commerce, without protection to the
eity—for itis apparent that had the Koophandel hauled into one
of the docks on the 17th August—104 days after leaving Rio,
she was capable of infecting any adjacent vessel, or any unac-
climated subject who should go on board ; for what so readily
took place in the open harbour, was more likely to oceur in
the less ventilated dock, and the enemies of Qnarantine
would have rejoiced in another case of spontaneous ignition
of the fever, attributable to the filthy doek, unconnected with
foreign introduction, and exhibiting the perfect fallacy and
folly of all Quarantine regulations. A fallacy is not necessa-
rily a folly, but it would be a folly hereafter to limit a Quar-
antine to 30 days, when we now kunow that the infection will
remain in a vessel for more than 94 days, and possibly as long as
she remains in a Tropical climate, or a mean temperature of
80° or 75°. The continuity, or permanency of Yellow Fever
in the Havana may be attributed to this peculiarity of the
disease. It regularly diminishes its ravages during the winter
monthg, when the thermometer descends to 60°, but revives
again during the summer, when the thermometer indicates a
temperature above 80°, In our latitude it is totally destroyed
by the degree of cold that prevails in winter, and cannot be
revived by the returning summer, but may readily be intro-
duced from abroad when the tropical season returns. We
have the grate, the coal, and the lightwood ready every
summer; and to avoid ignition,we must extinguish the lighted
match at Morris Island. Conflagrations never oceur without
previous ignition, and he who studies conflagrations, without
reference to previous ignition, may learn how to diminish their
ravages, but will never know how to prevent their occurrence.
It is the privilege of our age to study the introduction, or
origin of Yellow Fever, beyond the zone of its perpetual pre-
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rige to a few cases whiel, fortunately, occurred so late in the
summer that propagation was not general.

If this thirty day' Quarantine is now seen to be so disastrous,
it may be asked why it was enacted? In reply, we answer
that it was the longest period that could be obtained at a time
when the whole law was considered to be oppressive, imprac-
ticable and useless. It was' accepted on the hope that the
interests of merchants would never allow their vessels to be
detained in idleness, for so long a period, when they had the
right to discharge the import cargo, receive an export,
and proceed to sea as soon as possible. DBut this reasonable
expectation has not been realized—for six of the Quarantine
vessels have remained in the harbor during the whole summer,
and four of the six were infected on arrival, or by subsequent
contamination, and were capable of infecting the city had
they been permitted to enter the docks. From dangers so
palpable it is designed to save the city, by the proposed
amendment of the law. It is converting a discretion into an
obligation, and relieving those in authority from perpetnal
petitions to do what the spirit of the law prohibits, and what
the safety of the city demands. An accumulation of infected
ships in our harbor is always dangerous, and it is not always
necessary. The object of the present recommendation is to
limit their stay, and thus prevent their inordinate increase and
consequent amount of infection and continuity of danger.
Thirty days is fully sufficient to discharge and take in a cargo;
and then the vessel may be ordered “to depart the State,” by
virtue of the Act of General Assembly, passed December
20th, 1832, Sec. IV. viz: “That the Governor of the State,
and in his absence the City Council of Charleston, shall have
full power and authority to order any vessel arriving within
the harbor of Charleston, with a malignant or contagious









