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congruous material, such varied observation, would be loose and inco-
herent. It was the collated fragments of experience without examin-
ation and observation—in a gau?l degree accidental. The propertics
of their remedies were not known, and much less the pathalogical
condition they were intended to remedy.

The modus operandi of their medicines were unknown to them,
save that in their use after a long series of persevering applications,
the result was favorable, for be it remembered, that their first experi-
ence was with external diseases, or those upon the surface.

In consequence of the plain simplicity in the mode of living, dis-
eases in the primitive ages of the world, were few in number. As
time advanced, and owing to the greater indulgence in luxaries, some
new aspect in the meterological laws, together with the further spread
of the human family over regions previously uninhabited, diseases
multiplied in number, and became more malignant. For to use the
words of Cartright,

“ For the are grows more unsound,’*
=€ 2

Epidemics, too, made their appearance, and each visitation had its
peculiar features. The young suffered from one—while in the other,
adults only were the vietims- Their ravages were confined to one peo-
ple or nation, while in a different region a different afllction pre-
vailed.

Such has been the history of diseases from the earliest ages down
to the present time, a peﬁud distinguished for a new and fatal epi-
demic. The diseases which prevailed at an early period in Egypt
were opthalmies, lepr osies, pains in the joints, fevers, &e. Some of
these prevailing epidemically—others endemically, while again other
cases occurred sporadically.

Their diagnosis of disease was certainly vague and uncertain, In
that age of the world when the science ef medicine was made up of
crudities, these were doubtless as often erroneous as otherwise, and
when they failed to aceount for certain symptoms, it was certain to
be charged to the deity—some Providential interference, or scourge
of God.

Fancy these eases brought upon the streets, and public market pla-
cas. A case of inflamation of the eyes, would call out a prescription
from one who had suffered similarly. In another place, a case of
fever, burning and parching with thirst,—another from pains in the
joints—but the leper was shuned as was Lazarus at the gate.

Among the Philistines there prevailed a disease, resembling dysen-
tary, and it would seem that King Jehoram died of it.

Leprosy prevailed in Egypt, and upper Asia, and was regarded as
heredettnry and incurable. This disease assumed different forms.

In these primitive days, balm or balsam was regarded as essing
peculiar medicinal properties, and hence the enquiry of Holy Writ—
““Is there no Balm in Gilead, is there no physician there?"” € min-
eral baths were also in high repute, and even at the time of Christ
the Hebrew Physicians had made liberal advaneements in the Science.
And their mandatory salutation to the sick upon visiting them was,
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or taking your hand to kindly lead you on, there will still be found
disheartening circumstances gravely opposing your progress. You
must know that acquirement is by no means bestowment. It becomes
your duty to acquire, and ours to bestow. But it is with you whether
these bestowments are received. No one becomes a scholar by intui-
tion—untiring effort and constant application is the history of the
scholar.

Your relations and friends are Jooking upon the step you have taken
with anxiety and hope. The interest they feel should find a return on
your part, of unwearied application. Community, too, because you
have declared your intentions, and a number of you already well ad-
vanced in the field, expect that you will fulfil public expectation by
fitting yourselves for usefulness. Your progress will be watched, and
the s%eepless vigilence of that public, ever alive to its own best inter-
ests, will be disappointed if you fail.

The cause of I;Eilau.ﬂ:l:.r«;up:,r, too, is awakened with intense inferest
in all these noble enterprises and systems, looking to the promotion
of human happiness, and a propertionate share of that element of secu-
rity and safety to society, is expected to emanate from these halls.

Science, too. in her noble aspirations, in her sacred and holy objects,
demands of you the mind’s entire devotion to the growth of her prin-
ciples. And this Faculty, whose duty it will be to lead you through
the labyrinths, and mysteries of Medical Science, will ﬂ.ﬁky your atten-
tion, while they endeavor to strip the veil of darkness, which may ob-
scure it from vour view, that you may comprehend and understand.
They will exert every effort to advance you in the several depertments
over which they respeetively preside—will kindly lead you on—and
trusting to your love of the science, your respect for yourselves, and
the love for mankind, we bid you Gop sPEED in your noble undertak-
ing, and humbly hope, as we fondly trust, you will triumph over eve-
ry diﬁieulty,



