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wine, “ becaufe beef is preferved with falt, and
¢“boar’s flefh in Germany with wine *.”” They have
taken for granted that the vital powers were either
mmpaired. or were languid and inaé&ive, and recom-
mend to increafe the motion of the bloed, and * to
“ roufe and animate the languid and almoft extin-
¢ guifhed vital principle 1. Aromatic fubftances
were thought eminently congenial to life ;  that the
¢ fubtle and fragrant parts pafsimmediately with the
¢ venal blood into the heart, and from thence by
¢ the arteries are diftributed throughout the body.
¢¢ Hence a fudden refrefhment or increafe of ftrength
¢ follows, inafmuch as the fpirits and powers of the
¢ heart are excited by thefe moft grateful ftimuli 1.>*
Obferving “alfo that a mortified part was in fome
cafes fpontaﬁcnuﬁ}r feparated fromthe living, and that
this operation was attended with fome inflammation,
it was concluded that a confiderable flow of bleod
was neceflary to effet it, and hence cupping glafles
were thought of ufe “¢ to increafe the quantity and
‘¢ impetus of the vital humours, and thus the fibres
¢ which conneé the gangrenous with the found part
¢¢ are at the fame time diffolved fo as to procure a
¢ feparation of them §.”

* Van Swieten’s Commentaries, Sect. 438.
+ Quefoay, Traité de la Gangrene, i Van Swieten, Com.
§ Van Swieten’s Commentaries, Se&t. 435.
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her back, and obliged her to turn a little to one fide
or the other. This increafed the diforder ; for the
change of pofition caufed a mortification of the part
prefled, fo that I was obliged to make more {carifi-
cations ; which were fo frequently repeated, that the
os coccygis, the greater part of the facrum, the two -
trachanters, and a part of each ilium were entirely
laid bare by the quantity of {tinking and putrid fleth
which I removed, thinking myfelf obliged to do it
with a view to imitate my inftru&tor as nearly as I
could on this occafion. Nor did the lotion above men-
tioned, or the tintures of aloes and myrrh more than
the unguent. egyptiac. alone or diflolved in brandy,
which I made ufe of during the whole time the poor
woman was in this miferable ftate, prove of any
fervice, as fhe died denuded in the manner I have
mentioned. [t would be unjuft not to add Mr. La
Motte’s refle¢tion on this cafe. ¢ It is not only,
¢ fays he, in the Hotel Dieu of Paris, that this impro-
¢ per treatment prevails, but I have feen it practiced
¢ in the country with as little fuccefs. I may indeed
< affirm, it is a fatal error which I have taken care
¢ pever to commit fince *.”

It would be eafy to recite many inftances where
a fimilar mode of treatment has failed, ﬁncc'fcarccly
an author has praéifed it without meeting cafes of

* QObferv. 298, et fuiv.
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bark, wine, and blifters were adminiftered. On the
17th day from the firflt attack, Dr. De Wees was
called in. The patients pulfe was quick, irregular,
and tenfe, and the fores occafioned by the blifters,
-were quite livid. The bark and wine were omitted,
the patient was bled, purged, and all applications to
the bliftered parts were left of. The following
day he was better ; but his pulfe continuing tenfe,
he was again bled, and purged with calomel and
jalap. He continued to mend ; the livid appearance
from the blifters had difappeared, and the fores were
" highly inflamed. He was once more bled; the fever
left him a few days after; his fores healed kindly,
and he perfe@ly recovered. Here, from a ftate of
‘molt violent action, by removing the irritating caufe
and lowering the fyftem, the acions of the part
retrogaded firft to that of great inflammation, and
at length to that of inflammation fimply neceffary
to reftore the part.

If on the contrary gangrene takes place in a per-
fon whofe ftrength has been greatly lowered by pre-
vious difeafe, or impaired by particular modes of
life or in one whofe powers are diminifhed by age,
‘we muft Carf':fuliy avoid exciting in the part a&tions
.'it would be unable to fupport, and our principal
obje¢t muft be to give ftrength and vigour to the
fyftem. This is no lefs difficult than it is defirable.
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It does not appear to me that obfervations and expe-
riments have yet afcertained what are the fubftances
calculated to produce exclufively this effe&t. Befides,
the power of converting matter into nourifhment,
and of acquiring ftrength, depend upon operations
of an animal which we have not under our command,
and when the whole fyftem is deranged, the funétions
of digeftion and nutrition partaking of the general
derangement, lefs readily and properly perform their
neceflary office.

Of the medicines however recommended for this
purpofe, the Peruvian bark is the principal, and long
and general experience feems to afcertain with cer-
tainty, that it poflefles fome efficacious qualities to
anfwer this intention. It undoubtedly appears to
increafe the ftrength, without increafing the aion
fo much as many medicines given for the fame pur-
pofe. It has been fuppofed to have more than ordi-
nary powers in overcoming gangrene, but its extra-
ordinary reputation has been probably owing to many
equivocal cafes, which recovering when it was admi-
niftered, the event has been attributed to the medi-
cine, as almoft univerfally is the cafe in all the
difeafes whofe caufes and effeéts are imperfedtly
known. Mr. Quefnay informs us, that experiments
in France have not confirmed the high opinion enters
tained of it in.England. The preparations of iron
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give a peculiar irritation, or to excite a peculiar
aétion in a living animal. There are other fpecific
inflammations familiar to us befide the fmall-pox, as
the venereal difeafe the carbuncle, and the cancer,
although the adtion of each is particularly modified.
The inflammation in fmall-pox for example, ceafes
after deftroying the part where it began; in the
venereal difeafe, it would contaminate and deftroy
almolt every part of the body, had we not a medicine
by which its ravages can be ftopped and counterated;
the carbuncle affeés particularly the {kin and cellular
membrane ; the cancer attacks principally glandular
parts, and propagates itielf fo effectually as certainly
fooner or later to extinguifh life.  The only remedy
we know is to feparate the part affelted from the
reft of the body ; this at any rate is a dangerous,
and too often a precarious relief. It is faid a citizen
of Pennfylvania knows a cure for this difeafe ; if
true, humanity, patriotifm, philanthropy, demand it
~ fhould no longer be a partial good.

Mortification fometimes occurs from a fpecific
inflammation, which cannot be referred to either
kind enumerated, and which requires a partiéular
mode of treatment. The following cafe which I
had an opportunity of attending myfelf, appears to
me of this kind. A gentleman aged 30, enjoying
generally good health, for two or three years
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facceflively had fmall pimples break out on his face,
which foon difappeared. In the month of February
after dancing, he perceived a fmall pimple in his
left groin. ' This increafed in fize, inflamed, but
- gave little pain.  He applied to his Apothecary
who treated it very lightly. A fcab formed, which
falling off left a fore with an irregular edge and
inflamed margin, He in March began the ufe of
mercury both internally and externally, from a fup-
pofition it might be venereal, and the fore mended
fo much that he expeéted it would get well. It
however after fome time became worfe. The
mercury was ufed to falivation, and continued at inter-
vals for five months, but the fore having now
fpread confiderably, he in Auguft came to London
to confult Mr. Hunter. The extent of the fore was
from the fpine of the os ilium to the tuberofity of
the ifchium, and from the groin to within two inches
of the os facrum, being nearly circular. In the
centre were {everal fpots healed, but the circumfer-
ence was irregular and ulcerating, with an inflamed
border extending about the tenth of an inch beyond
the ulcerating part. His health was confiderably
impaired. _

The firft idea taken up was that of allowing a
fcab to form, imagining the fore underneath might
heal ; but although a thick black {cab formed from
























