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body, it is very justly considered as a frequent cause of
Dropsy. Ramazzini shews, by a variety of examples,
how much more frequent Dropsies are among those
whose employment requires a sedentary life, than
among those who are obliged to be more active.

A MOIST CLIMATE,

Has been always thought productive of this dis-
ease, and this is the reason the people of Holland, and
other marshy countries, are more subjcet to Dropsies,
than those who live in a more pure dry atmosphere.

THE DESTRUCTIVE PRACTICE OF DRINK-
ING SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS TO EXCESS.

- Hence it is that drunkards so often die Hydropic.
Dr. Darwin observes that the general effect of drink-
ing fermented or spirituous liquors, is an inflamed
scirrhous or paralytic liver, with its various critical
or consequent diseases, as leprous eruption on the
face, gout, dropsy, epislepsy, insanity. It is remark-
able, continues our author, that all the diseases from
drinking spirituous or fermented liquors, are liable to
become hereditary, even to the third generation, gra-
dually increasing, if the cause be continued, till the
family becomes extinct.

Dropsy from the earliest ages has been charac-
terised by a certain train of symptoms, which, were
supposed to be inseperably connected with it, and to
afford the surest clue by which to judge of its presence.

















































































