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it will, in all probability, be the means of uniting the two
schools.

The latter appears an object of the first importance, in as
much as it will assemble, in one institution, a splendid col-
lection of medical and surgical talents, and as it cannot fail
to merit and receive the patronage and encouragement of
the Legislature.

It is unnecessary for the committee to attempt to display
the important advantages to the state which a well organ-
ized medical school in the city of New-York must afford ;
its hospital, and the subjects furnished by the state prison,
without the violation of law, present a field for the acquisi-
tion of medical and surgical knowledge unrivalled in the
United States, and it is only requisite to establish an insti-
tution, under the fostering care of the Legislature, in which
shall be united the best talents, and to secure these advan-
tages to the state.

Under these impressions the committee beg leave to re-
port an alteration of the charter of the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons, and to propose a new list of officers and
professors.”

At that time, the Mayor of this city, a member of the
Board of Regents, communicated to me an outline of
the méasures, which, in his opinion, would be proper to
adopt, in order to place the Medical School upon a per-
manent and respectable basis. : -

The great object proposed, was to unite, as far as was
practieable, the talents of both Medical Schools, so as to
include the gentlemen constituting the faculty of Physic in
Columbia College, and as nearly as possible, to replace
each professor in the department he had occupied in either
of the two schools. The same gentleman having request-
ed my opinion on the subject, I accordingly addressed to
him a letter in which I earnestly expressed my approba-
tion of the plan that had been proposed. That letter was
shewn by me to several medical gentlemen in this city,
most of whom approved of the measures that had been re-
commended, as they considered the union calculated to
conciliate the parties concerned,and would, at least, serve
as a basis upon which a valuable superstructure might be
hereafter erected. In the same letter I also approved of
another proposition that had been suggested by some of

the members of the Board of Regents, viz. to vest the m-
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students of medicine, who are most interested in the suc-
cess of this change, they are generally achPt“blE'

Another charge which calls for a reply 1s, that ¢ of hav-
ing been the mean of taking from Dr. Post the annual sal-
ery of 500 dollars, granted him by the state as the profes-
sor of anatomy in Columbia College.” This charge 1s both
indecorous and untrue. Indecorous, because it implies an
undue influence exercised by me over the opinions of the
whole legislative assembly of the state ; and untrue, as I
have taken no concern whatever either directly or indireet-
ly, in procuring the act of the legislature relative to this
subject. Nor can it be said that the legislature have abso-
lutely taken from Dr. Post the above mentioned salary. It
has only been transferred from the professorship of anato-
my in Columbia College to the same professorship to
which he had been previously appointed in the new instztu-
tion. The Legislature, doubtless confiding in the liberal
views of Dr. Post on this subject, and that he would rot
resist or endeavour to defeat a measure that both his pat-
rons the Legislature, and the Regents of the University are
endeavouring to support, and presuming that he would not
decline his new appointment as joint Professor of Anatomy,
Surgery and Physiology, did not hesitate to transfer the
same salary to the Professorship of Anatomy in the new
institution, under the direction of the Regents. Nor could
the Legislature have consistently done otherwise without
appearing to counteract the views of the Regents. For it
would have been perfectly absurd to suppose that they
would continue a salary to Dr. Post, as Professor of Anat-
omy in Columbia College at the very time in which the
Regents were endeavouring to establish a Medical School
ﬂ;l::lt should supersede the necessity of such Professor-
ship.

I cannot say with certainty, that by a subsequent arrange-
ment of the Trustees of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, and a division of the duties of the Professorship
held jointly by Dr. Post and Dr. Smith, the anatomical
department would have been surrendered exclusively to
Dr. Post, and with it the whole amount of the salary.
But of this I am certain, that the additional emoluments,
arising from the union of the two Schools, would abun-
dantly remunerate Dr. Post for any loss he might sustain
by a division of the salary he had heretofore received.
But should Dr. Post conclude to decline the appointment
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made by the Regents, I am persuaded, in so doing, he will
not be governed by views of a pecuniary sort ; and I also
believe, that his regard for the general good of his profes-
sion will still induce him to comply with the wishes
thus expressed by the Regents and the government of the
state, by accepting the appointment with which he has
been honoured in the University.

With regard to the resignation of my professorship in
Columbia College, concerning which the Faculty have also
thought proper to express their opinion, I beg leave to in-
form you, that a committee of the Regents of the Univer-
sity has been appointed * to signify to the trustees of Co-
lumbia College, that the object of the Regents, in uniting
the medical institutions in this city, is by combining the
talents of the ]i:mfe'asurs In one seminary ; to render the
state of medical education more respectable and useful ; and
that the said committee are further authorised to request, -
in behalf of the Regents, the co-operation of the said Trus-
tees in carrying the new arrangement into effect.” When-
ever, therefore, the Trustees of Columbia College may de-
termine how far they will co-operate with the Regents of
the University, I am ready to adopt such measures as
they may consider necessary or expedient. Having been
honoured by them with the appointment I hold in that
College, to them alone I consider myself amenable for my
conduct in relation to the medical schools of this city.

I have now stated to you as briefly as possible my con-
nection with the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and
the agency I have had in promoting the late coalition.

Whether I have departed from my duty as a friend to
medical science, or the interests of this city, I submit to
the decision of the profession, and of our fellow citizens
in general. :

I am, Sir, with esteem,
Yours, &c.
DAVID HOSACK.

Dr. JamEs S. STRINGHAM.












