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the city. It attacked perfons of all ages,
adults more frequently than children, and
males than females—foreigners more than
the natives, or fuch of our inhabitants as had
lived in warm climates.*  Frenchmen and

* The fame has been remarked in the Weft.Indies, and in
the other parts of the United States, viz. that foreigners
from northern climates were more fufceptible of the difeafe
than the natives. In fupport of this opinion, I beg leave
to introduze the following extra& of a letter from Docétor
Georce Davinson to Do&or Davip Hosack, dated Fort-
Royal, Martinique, September 23, 1796 ; in which he of-
fers the following ingenious explanation of this faft: I
have already mentioned the experiments made upon the at- -
mofpheric air here, with a view to afcertain the compofition
of it, Thofe experiments have been frequently repeated,
in the prefence of the late Do&tor Cuaries WEBsTER, of
Edinburgh, De&tor Savsperson, of London, and Dodtor
Cuisworme, lately, The refult has {hewn a much greater
proportion of oxygene than what I could bave conceived
—no lefs than %7 of oxygene gas. It may, perhaps, tend
10 explain fome difficulties which we meet with in the phe-
nomena attending upon yellow fever, viz. why Europeans,
or thofe from cold climates, of tenfe, rigid fibres, and in
the prime of life, are the fubje@s of its attack. I fuppofe,
what you will admit, that Europeans or Americans, from -
cold climates, bave a more tenfe and firmer texture of fibres
than Creoles, or thofe who have long refided here—cold
tending to brace the habit and invigorate the body, and
" whillt it does fo, increafing the appetitz and digeltive
powers. Befides this conneticn between the ftomach and
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ule of auimal food and fpirituous drinks
were moft fufceptible of the difeafe.

'Tue fymptoms which marked the yellow
fever in its firft ftage were, a general lan<
gour and heavinefs—depreflion of the {pirits;
fometimes approaching to ftupor—difincli-
nation to motion—a fenfe of cold, and thi«
vering—acute pain in the head, efpecially
above the eyes—paiis in the back, and fre-
quently extending down the extremities—
the fkin was hot, dry, and much fluthed, not
unlike the fcarlet bluth of an eryfipelatous
inflammation—the éyes were fuffufed with
water, and the vefiels of the tunica adnata
much diftended with blood : fo conftant
were thefe laft fymptoms, that they may,
in a certain degtee, be confidered as characs
teriftic of the difeafe. The pulfe was, for
the moft part, frequent, full, and hard——ves
fpiration was proportionably quickened, at
tended with much anxiety, firiCture, {ore-
nefs, and frequently intenfe heat about the
precordia—the tongue was foul, the appe-
tite depraved, with maulea, vomiting, and
not unfrequently. pam. about the region of
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lie continually on the back, with the kiees
drawn up, and the body finking toward the
bottom or foot of the bed; the breathing
became proportionably more difficult ; and
the eruft which had formed on the tongue
became of a black colour, which change alio
took place on the lips and teeth ; the yellow-
aefs became more general over the body,
attended with cald clammy [weats; the vo-
miting now became more frequent and co-
pious ; in fome inftances patients have vo-
mited inceffantly, and in aftonithing quan=
tities ; and what was brought up refembled
the grounds of coffee: this, for the moft
pait, was confidered as a fatal fymptom:
there were, however, feveral inftances of
recovery after this had taken place to a confi-
derable degree.* It is worthy of remark,

* The opizions, as to the natnre and origin of the black
matter vomited up, are very numerous and different. Some
have foppefed it to be part of the ffomach ; but we mult
entirely reje@ this idea, when we ennfider the enormopms
quantities which patients fometimes throw up. The moft
probable epinion is, that it is bile imperfeltly form-d. [See
Saundaers on the liver.] Here I beg leave to quote the words
of Dedtor Jacrsox, whe, from diffe®ion, has formed the
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times a deceitful tranquillity appeared, and
by fome was fuppofed to be a favourable
fymptom; but the patient, upon getting
alleep, was much agitated. 'The ftools and
urine became black, very offenfive, and dif-
charged involuntarily: in fome inftances
there was an entire {uppreilion of urine : the
extremities became cold, but the heat fiill
continued about the ftomach: blood was
difcharged from the mouth, nofe, ears, and
eyes, and from thofe parts of the {kin where
blifters had been applied. Sometimes blood
was effufed in the cellular membrane, ap-
pearing in the form of mortification—pete-
chiz appeared about the neck and breaft—
vibices, or livid {pots, came out upon the
body, particularly upon the ahdamen-—-—-the
perfpiration became very feetid—the eyes
fhone like glafs—hiccough and muttering
came on, and were followed by death.
Doctor Rusit, 1n his hiftory of the yellow
fever as it prevailed in lhiladelphia, has
taken notice of buboes and carbuncles as
among its {ymptoms. I do not know a
fingle inftance where thefe fymptoms have
occurred in this difcale in New-York. In
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the Weft-Indies thefe fymptoms are not un-
common, as would appear from the follow-
ing extra&t of the before-mentioned letter,
which I have introduced, as it ferves to
eftablifh the fimilarity of the yellow fever
to the plague.—** We have had a return of
the yellow fever during the months of July,
Auguft, and September, much more violent
than I ever recollect feeing. The rainy fea-
fon fet in very late, and the weather proved,
during thefe three months, remarkably warm
and fultry, The difeafe commenced early
in July, and was not only contagious, but
attended with peftilential {ymptoms. DBu-
boes appeared in feveral patients, who, how-
~ ever, recovered; and 1 have {een feveral
inftances of the anthrax and peftilential car-
buncle. One patient evidently {funk from a
carbuncle on his elbow, the hemorrhage
from which could fcarcely be fupprefled by
pledgits dipt in diluted vitriolic acid ; and
two others alfo appeared upon the foot and
ankle of the fame patient. I am at prefent
attending a medical gentleman who has
above fifty carbuncles upon his body. The
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be immediately removed from the body,
fuch as clothing, &c. in place of which
there thould be clean dry clothing, bedding,
&e. !

Secondly, 'To procure a folution of the in-
flammatory ftage of the fever. Itis necel-
fary to moderate the increafed aétion of the
fyftem, and to remgve, as far as pofiible,
every other fource of irritation. To evacu-
ate immediately the poifon from the body,
when once introduced, is as impoffible as to
eradicate the matter of {mall-pox, meafles,
or any other difeafe produced by fpecific con-
tagion. In the treatment of yellow fever, as
in that of the fmall-pox, if the analogy be a
juft one, the bufinefs of the phyfician appears
to be, to moderate the action of the poifon
producing the difeafe, and, at the fame time,
to remove every circumflance which can
aggravate its operation upon the body;
With a view to diminifh the increafed ac-
tion' of the fyftem, evacuations of different
kinds were employed. Some practitioners
had recourfe to blood-letting, followed by
purging and  fweating ; and others trufted
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-at Liverpool, have allo prefcribed it with
oreat advantage in the low typhus fevers of
thofe cities.  But its great fuccefs in the
New-York hofpital, as employed by Do&tor
SamueL Barp, and in the private, practice
of my brother, have fully convinced me of
the propriety of its ufe. It is alfo proper

to remark, that where the phyfician was not

called to the patient in the firft ftage of the
difeafe, and putrid fymptoms had appeared,
and the patient had become much debilita-
ted, the cold bath was injurious ; and from
the abufe of cold bathing, by employing it
in the laft ftage of the difeafe, it has fallen
into difrepute with fome praftitioners. But
as the abufe of a thing is no argument againft
its ufe, I repeat my obfervation, that in the

firt or inflammatory ftage of the difeafe, it .

was one of the moft ufeful remedies that
was employed. When the cold bath had
been thus made ufe of, and immediate-
ly after followed by the fpiritus mindereri
or faline mixture, with plentiful dilution,
it rarely failed to produce {weating in the
courfe of fifteen minutes; and when once

induced,
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