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4 PREFACE.

that Mr. George Combe considered it * impossible.”
The Phrenological Journal, which is owned and control-
led by Mr. Fowler and his associates, who, from inte-
rested motives, are opposers to Mr. Grimes, in a late
number devotes thirteen pages to show ““that it is pos-
sible, and only possible, for a young inquirer to be a
successful reformer; for one who is necessarily but an
inquirer himself, to be fortunate in his efforts to become
at once an instructor and an improver of others.” Napo-
leon reformed the whole military tactics of the French
nation, revolutionized Europe, and became the master of
kings, before he had passed the meridian of life. New-
ton's brilliant discoveries of fluxions, of light, and of
gravitation, were all made before the age of thirty; and
Byron died at thirty-six. There are men who have old
heads with young bodies; it is the fate of superior ge-
nius to be beheld either with silent or abusive envy. The
old man, though he may have been looked up to as the
personification of wisdom, should perhaps remember that
he is not the whole world.

Imitators never think beyond those they follow ; and
because they believe them demi-gods, and that their
thoughts are from the depths of wisdom, they unhesi-
tatingly adopt their suggestions, and yield implicit obe-
dience to their instructions. Such compose the great
mass; they adopt the opinions of some man, and because
they have received superior sanction, take it as positive
evidence of their truth. They are obstinate, from the
very nature of the case. They have not powers of mind
to originate, and of course believe every thing is known
that will be known—or “why was it not discovered be-
fore?” It is the business of such men to find fault. They
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though obliged to toil for his living, he spent more hours
in severe study than thousands who are cradled in luxu-
ry, who have anxious guardians to watch over them, but
who too often are spoiled by indulgence, grow up idlers,
live without an object, accomplish nothing, and end an
ignoble life, without leaving a notice that they ever
lived. But Mr. Grimes is an educated man; he isa
classic scholar, and possesses a fund of varied informa-
tion which shows he must have been an indefatigable
student. He has studied phrenology more than ten
years, and with what success his works will answer, His
powers of observation, and his keen insight into the mys-
teries of human nature are unrivalled. He has an or-
ganization that fits him to advance the science of phre-
nology with more success than perhaps any living man.
His devotion to the science, his large and justly propor-
tioned intellect, his nervous and arterial temperament,
together with his excellent constitution, and his honor-
able ambition, all promise a splendid result to his la~
bors in the cause of this noble science.

Professor Dean considers the new system as ‘“the
frame work of a cross, upon which truth is in danger of
being sacrificed to the daring requisitions of genius.”
But the society of which he is a prominent member, af-
ter hearing all his objections, and notwithstanding their
great respect for his character and talents, have decided
that it is error, instead of truth, which is thus sacrificed.
And although the Albany Phrenological Society owes
its existence to the popularity which Mr. Combe gave
to the science, and is composed of his warm admirers
and personal friends, the majority have not permitted
these considerations so far to influence their minds as to
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prevent them from doing their duty, when acting in the
-capacity of judges.

In order to give a correct idea of the origin and value
of the following report, it is necessary to state the cir-
cumstances which led to its production. When Mr.
Grimes published his New System of Phrenology, his
publisher sent a copy to the editor of the Knickerbocker.
Mr. George Combe was then lecturing in New York,
and the editor applied to him to write a review of the
work. Mr. Combe declined performing the task him-
self, but recommended as a substitute, a protege of his,
a young Englishman, and medical student, who prepared
a most contemptible and abusive article, in which, by
garbled extracts of parts of sentences, he dishonestly
misrepresented the doctrines of the author. This article
was written by the same person who, on another occa-
sion, for the aggrandizement of his patron, attempted to
blacken the character of the great and good Spurzheim,
by representing him ‘“ as not manifesting conscientious-
ness, and as showing none of that beautiful display of
gratitude towards his master, which we so often meet
with in the works of Mr. Combe and others towards
himself, but on the contrary, a tendency to depreciate.”

But neither Spurzheim nor Grimes can be injured by
such means. * The Parthians aimed their arrows at the
sun, and the wolves howl at the moon ; but the arrows
never reached the one, nor can the howl affect the other.”

Mr. Grimes was at this time on a tour, lecturing with
great success in Pittsburgh and the colleges in western
Pennsylvania ; but one of his publishers, O. G. Steele,
Esq., of Buffalo, happening to be in New-York, learned
what had been done, and prevailed on the editor to sus-
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of the difference was not understood. But the strong
sentiments of respect which all felt for the memory and
genius of Spurzheim, contributed to produce powerful
prejudices against an attempt to controvert his doctrines.
It was deemed a kind of sacrilege, to pull down his sys-
tem, and set up in its place the doctrines of a compara-
tively obscure individual. The very novelty of the un-
dertaking naturally excited attention, though accompa-
nied with the expectation that it would result in a fail-
ure. Some attributed the attempt to a morbid self-es-
teem and love of notoriety; some accused him of arro-
gance, and others of wanting a truth-loving spirit. To
all this he made no reply; but conscious of his ability to
produce conviction, and confident of a triumphant result,
he acted with an independence that seemed impolitic.
Courting the favor of none, he appealed to the judgment
of the publie, and relied only on their justice. He com-
menced by giving an introductory lecture at the Medical
College. The house was crowded, and
“ Expectation sat with eager eye,
Waiting the issue.”’

It may be doubted whether a speaker ever rose to ad-
dress an audience whose prepossessions were more de-
cidedly against him. But they soon perceived that they
were not listening to a visionary., His manner was as
novel and peculiar to himself as was the matter of his
discourse; and both combined to win gradually, but ir-
resistibly, their favorable judgment. At the conclusion,
there was an involuntary and unanimous expression of
applause, from an assembly as enlightened and intellec-
tual as ever graced the capital of the Empire State. The
remaining lectures of the course were delivered at the
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mankind—that we regard Mr. Grimes as possessing the
highest order of intellect, as original in his observations
and deductions, and as destined to fill a distinguished
place in the scientific world.

Resolved, That we confidently recommend Mr. Grimes
to the attention of our fellow citizens in different sections
of our extended country, believing they will find him an
accomplished lecturer, a close, accurate, forcible reason-
er, and inimitable in his illustrations of the science he
so triumphantly advocates. |

Resolved, That Henry Greene, M. D., and Professor
McKee, of the Albany Academy, be a committee to pre-
sent a copy of these resolutions to Mr. Grimes, and re-
quest their publication in the daily papers of the city.

C. D. TOWNSEND, M. D., Chairman.

T. W. Orcort, Secretary.

Similar resolutions had been passed in Wheeling, Va.,
in Utica and Auburn, N. Y.

At a meeting, held immediately after a close of Pro-
fessor Grimes’ lectures upon phrenology in the city of
Utica, Ald. E. A. Wetmore was called to the chair.

On motion of Dr. S. Z. Havens, a committee to draft
resolutions expressive of the opinion of this meeting up-
on the lectures was appointed, consisting of the follow-
ing gentlemen, viz. Dr. S. Z. Havens, Ald. E. A. Wet-
more, Ald. J. S. Peckham, R. Northway, Jr., R. T. Hal-
lock, and F. W. Guiteau, Esq., who reported the follow-
ing:

Resolved, That the thanks of this class are due to
Professor J. Stanley Grimes, for the able and interesting

course of lectures upon phrenology just concluded, and
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at the American Institute. The subject being one of
particular interest, viz. the highest range of the ¢pseal
faculties, as he calls them, or those peculiar to man, as
distinguished from all other animals. Mr. G.’s last lec-
ture was received with great approbation, and fully sus-
tained his bold original theory—which has the merit of
producing conviction, because, as we have before re-
marked, its illustrations are drawn from the only sure
foundation for these investigations. We mean a com-
parative view of the animal structure of the whole range
of the organic world, animal and vegetable, tracing it
from the first gleams of vitality or intelligence, in its
most uncombined or simplified condition, up to its high-
est and most complicated arrangement, as evinced in
our own species, beyond which limits our comprehen-
sion of superior intelligence can only grow out of the re-
ligious impression produced by the sublime architecture
of the boundless regions of universal space. It beauti-
fully sustains the principles of religion. Mr. Grimes
shows, as Cuvier and all profound zoologists have, that
certain traits of organization, derived from the scull,
teeth, features, and indeed the whole constitution of the
animal, are always and necessarily accompanied by im-
mutable traits of character. On this sound basis is his
common sense and lucid theory created.—Star.

Mr. Grimes commences a third course of lectures to-
night, having been engaged to deliver the same before
the Mechanics’ Library Association, at their lecture
room, in Crosby street, near the corner of Grand. The
popularity of this gentleman is increasing daily, as is
evinced by the flattering demands upon him by the most
respectable literary institutions of our city.
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any progress in the determination of fundamental facul-
ties. The following extract from the writings of Theo-
dore Jouffroy, a French philosopher, and distinguished
pupil of Cousin—the acknowledged head of metaphysical
science In France—presents a synoptical view of the
classification of the eclectic school.

‘“ In the actual state of human knowledge, the irredu-
cible capacities of the human soul appear to me to be the
following. First tke personal faculty, or the supreme
power of taking possession of ourselves and of our eapa-
cities, and of controlling them : this faculty is known by
the names of liberty or will, which designate it but
imperfectly. Secondly, the primitive inclination of our
nature, or that ageregate of instincts or tendencies which
impel us towards certain ends and in certain directions,
prior to all experience, and which at once suggest to
reason the destiny of our being, and animate our activi-
ty to pursue it. Thirdly, tke locomotive faculty, or that
energy by which we move the locomotive nerves, and
produce all the voluntary bodily movements. Fourthly,
the expressive faculty, or the power of representing by
external signs that which takes place within us, and of
thus holding communication with our fellow men. Fifth-
ly, sensibility, or the capacity of being agreeably or dis-
agreeably affected, by all external or internal causes,
and of reacting in relation to them by movements of love
or hatred, of desire or aversion, which are the principle
of all passion. Sixthly, the intellectual faculties. This
term comprises many distinct faculties, which can be
enumerated and described only in a treatise on intelli-

gence.”
In all the systems that have been noticed, it is not
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forehead, or first ventricle of the brain; thought, or
Judgment, in the second ; and memory, or moving force,
in the third. Pierre de Montagna, in the fifteenth cen-
tury, published a work, in which was figured a head, re-
presenting the site of common sense, imagination, thought
or judgment, memory and reason. Lodovico Dolei, the
century after, issued a work containing a similar deline-
ation Des Cartes conjectured that the pineal gland
was the seat of the mind.  Willis considered the cor-
pora striata the seat of sensation and attention ; the me-
dullary matter, of memory ; the corpus collosum, of re-
Mection ; whilst the moving spirits emanated from the
cerebellum.” Charles Bonnet thought that each indi-
vidual fibre was an organ of the mind. Different modifi-
cations of the views already given, concerning the dispo-
sition of the powers of the mind among the different por-
tions of the brain, and other organs of the body, were,
until the discovery of phrenology, treated with more or
less attention by all learned men.

To the student of nature, it does not appear strange,
that these speculations rose and fell,—that they rivalled
and supplanted each other, and that they all vanished
before the blaze of that light which Gall concentrated
upon them with such burning power. For they had
been the creatures of almost pure fancy, unaided by
careful observation and induction. The viscera were
proved to have no connection with the passions; and
the fanciful system of Albertus Magnus, and all those of
his followers, were seen to have no foundation in truth.
Observation could contribute nothing to the support of
Des Cartes or Willis; and their speculations, with those

of their predecessors, on the habitation of the mind and
3
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powers, will soon be known only in the pages of his-
tory.

The actual discovery of twenty-six of the fundamen-
tal faculties of the mind, and the organs through which
they manifested themselves, was the first great step to-
wards a proper classification. But the life of Dr. Gall was
too short for the labor of founding and perfecting a sci-
ence. Although he speaks of propensities, mechanical
aptitudes, intellectual dispositions, and moral qualities ;
yet, besides the record of his invaluable discoveries, he
has left us little more than a simple arrangement of the
powers. In this he seems to have been guided merely
by the relative position of the organs, commencing at
the base, and proceeding regularly to the top. Accord-
ingly, Amativeness is placed first, and Firmness last ;
while Cautiousness and Educability (Individuality and
Eventuality of Spurzheim,) are associated together. Dr.
Gall maintained that all the faculties have the same
modes of action; and that a separation of them into two
orders, founded upon their different modes of action,
could not be made. Dr. Spurzheim, however, guided
by the accumulated opinions of philosophers who had
gone before him, was enabled to recognize two distinct
classes of powers; and the two orders of ArrEcTIVE and
InTELLECTUAL FAcULTIES proposed by him, have received
the sanction of the greater portion of the phrenological
world. Dr. Spurzheim maintained that perception, me-
mory, and imagination, are attributes of the Intellect,
and that the affective faculties have sensation alone.
These views were rejected by Gall. Dr Spurzheim di-
vided the Affective Faculties into Propensities, or those
internal impulses which invite to certain actions, and
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truth, and obey real improvement.” ‘It appears im-
possible,” says Mr. Combe, ‘“to arrive at a correct clas-
sification until all the organs, and also the primitive fa-
culty or ultimate function of each, shall be definitely
ascertained, which is not at present the case. Till this
end shall be accomplished, every interim arrangement ’
will be in danger of being overturned by subsequent dis-
coveries.”

From these remarks, the duty of pointing out defects,
that in the very nature of things belong to progressive
science, when necessary to the exhibition of improve-
ment, becomes abundantly apparent.

Dr. Spurzheim’s first division into Intellectual and
Affective Faculties, is the link by which phrenology is
attached to the mental philosophy of the old school.
His division of the affective faculties into propensities
and sentiments, nearly corresponds with Brown’s Pros-
pective and Immediate Emotions. It is based upon a
conceived difference in their attributes. ‘“Propensities,”
Spurzheim remarks, ‘invite only to certain actions;"”
but sentiments are not limited to inclination alone;
““they have an emotion of a peculiar kind superadded.”
After comparing the views of writers who have recog-
nized this distinction with the actual manifestations of
the affective powers, the committee are unable to be-
lieve that grounds for this division exist. Each of these
faculties has its own sphere of action, but some of the
spheres are higher than others. Philoprogenitiveness
has its nursery; Adhesiveness its limited circle of
friends: and Benevolence, the entire world. Alimen-
tiveness impels attention to the wants of the nutritive

system; Cautiousness induces general guardianship over
2"
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both the corporeal and mental constitutions ; and Hope
excites to action under bright views of a cloudless fu-
ture. When these powers are aroused by their appro-
priate stimuli, their activity is attended in all by a feel-
ing or an emotion, differing in the different faculties as
widely as the spheres in which they act.

Now that, to Benevolence and the group of powers
with which it is associated, this attribute should be ex-
tended, while to Adhesiveness and the whole genus of
animal propensities it is denied, is considered a position
unfounded in nature.

The suhbdivision into sentiments common to man and
the lower animals and those proper to man, is very clear-
ly defective. Spurzheim has given drawings showing
that some dogs and horses have a developement of Be-
nevolence; and Gall remarked that lions were more full
in the region of this organ than tigers. Imitation is ad-
mitted by Spurzheim to be a faculty of some of the mon-
key tribe; and Mr. Combe remarks, that the organ is
found in the brains of both parrots and monkeys, It
has also been suggested, that the proverbial stubborn-
ness of asses has its source in Firmness. These exam-
ples show that the last division, though it may be con-
venient, is not strictly philosophical. - In the genus anz-
mal propensities, Spurzheim has classed together pow-
ers, at least as little associated as are the superior and
inferior sentiments. Alimentiveness, a faculty related
exclusively to the individual, is placed beside Amative-
ness and Philoprogenitiveness, which are clearly related
to the species. In the arrangement of the intellectnal
faculties, Lianguage, one of the lowest organs, and one
which, according to Bessieres, becomes fibrous immedi-
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ately after Individuality and Form, is elevated to a place
directly below the reflectives.

Dr. Bessieres, a French phrenological author, denies
that the external senses are intellectual faculties, and
says ‘‘their essential nature is to transmit sensations,
but not to know; because it is not the senses that know,
but the faculties which they employ, and of which they
are the instruments.”

The committee do not wish to be understood as alto-
gether approving the criticism of the French phrenolo-
gist ; only as considering the ultimate functions of the
organs of sense as worthy of further investigation. If
from the impression upon the retina, and the sensation
transmitted along the optic nerve to the brain, Indivi-
duality perceives existence—F orm perceives form—=Size
perceives extension, and Coloring perceives color; there
seems to be no function left to the optic apparatus, but
that of a mere passage-way for ideas of physical objects
from the external world to the brain.

Dr. Andrew Carmichael, former president of the Dub-
lin Phrenological Society, in his memoir of Spurzheim,
gives the following outline of a classification. The or-
gans at the side of the head are related to the subsist-
ence and preservation of the individual. Those at the
back of the head are all requisite to the perfection of the
species and the formation of society. Those of the fore-
head and coronal region are partly eommon to man and
animals, and in part exclusively human.

Dr. Bessieres has given a classification, in which he
presents a division of the powers of the mind into three
classes, related to the wants, sympathies and knowledge
of man. The organs of the first class are situated upon










































