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DR. PHILIP 8. PHYSICK, 31

‘Who say so know thee not—nor can discern
Beneath thy sage, professional disguise,

How deep the feelings he, whom they call stern,
Hides from dull heads, hard hearts, or careless eyes,

His influence on the public mind was seen in other ways. A
family who, for some cause had become dissatisfied with their physi-
cian, and were deliberating about whom they should employ, were
passing the door of Dr. B., and heard Dr. Physick’s servant deliver
his compliments to Dr. B., but heard no more of the message. The
gentleman who was the head of the family, being satisfied that a
physician must be meritorious to whom Dr. Physick’s compliments
were sent, adopted Dr. B. as his family physician, and afterwards
gave this explanation of the ground of his confidence.

On his demise, testimonies of respect for his memory were adopted
at many distant places, in the form of resolutions from medical bodies.
Those of which copies have been received are, The Facylty of the
Transylvania University : The Faculty of the Louisville Medical In-
stitute : The Medical Convention of Ohio : The Faculty of the Me-
dical College of Georgia: and the Physicians of St. Louis. It is
not a little remarkable in these and otherexpressions of publicopinion,
that in the bodies represented (acting as they did without concert
or knowledge of each other’s proceedings,) the term, # Father of
American Surgery,”” heretofore much in use, has been almost univer-
sally adopted ; so that it may now be considered as irrevocably
fixed, under that rule of theology which admits as incontrovertible
“ quod semper et ubique et ab omnibus.”” We therefore now hail
him again in this place under the Title of Father of American
Surgery, and let no hand at any future day be so presumptuous, or
so arrogant, as to attempt to tear down this honourable inseription
to his memory.

Among the local testimonies of respect may be mentioned a
Resolution, on the part of the Board of Trustees of the University
of Pennsylvania, directing a Committee to prepare a comprehensive
minute concerning him. This task was executed by its chairman,
William Meredith, Esq., in a way equally creditable to his head
and to his heart; a spirit from its own innate honour and refine-
ment in touching upon the virtues of others, could not fail to strike
on congenial cords. The Medical Faculty passed Resolutions of
respect, and adjourned their lectures. The Medical Class appointed
Dr. Chapman to deliver a Eulogy. The Medical Society appointed






