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X PREFACE.

Another object is to show that there are curative
agents more powerful than drugs, and which at
the same time are incapable of injury. When
the nature of these new agents is understood,
and when old errors are removed, the practice
of medicine will be a very different thing from
what it has ever been yet. People will not be
made worse or killed, by vain and unauthorized
attempts at curing them; nor imposed upon by
a pretended system of treatment. The power
that really cures will be known, and it will be
seen that the physician, even when right, merely
assists nature, and can do that only in a few cases.
But what 1s of far greater consequence, it will
be seen that the cure of disease must always be
doubtful, and that our proper course is to devise
means for preventing it.

The use of galvanism, electricity, magnetism,
and other neuropathic agents in the cure of dis-
ease, 1s of recent date, and the philosophy of
their action is but little understood. It has,
therefore, been fully treated upon in the pre-
sent work, so that an estimate may be formed
of their value, and a comparison made be-
tween them and the agents most usually relied
upon. It is my belief, confirmed by extensive
experience, that these mysterious powers, when
rightly used, are the most efficient, and the
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safest agenis we can employ in the cure of dis-
ease, and that they will eventually supersede
the use of drugs to a great extent, if not alto-
gether. I am now making the grand experiment
of treating mearly all diseases without medicines
of any kind, and though I occasionally resort to
them in some few cases, yet still I find that they
can be dispensed with to a great extent, and I
hope will be, eventually, still more. = The bene-
fit to the whole race from this important change,
will be greater than the mind can well conceive,
and it becomes the imperative duty of every
friend of humanity to earnestly strive for its
accomplishment.

The object of the work being popular instrue-
tion, it has been purposely divested of all techni-
calities, and made as familiar as possible. To
the favoured ones who have the lamp of science
already burning brightly in their path, it may
not be needed, but to those who are yet groping
in the darkness of ignorance, it may give the
first gleams of that holy light which will event-
ually lead them to primary #ruth, and show them
the real source of all human power.

F. Hovrrick, M. D.,
36 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Penn. 1846,






CHAPTER L

THE ART OF HEALING THE SICK, ITS HISTORY,
PROGRESS, AND PROSPECTS.

-

Cause of disease.—Origin and progress of the healing art.—Its
present state but little, if any, superior to what it was ages
ago.—Its uncertainty demonstrated by the number of different
systems, and the want of agreement among its professors.—
Will it ever be more certain 2—Probably it will, though not in
all cases. Our wisest course would be to adopt proper mea-
sures for the prevention of disease, and not confine our atten-
tion so much to the means of cure.—Comparison of the re-
sults of the diflerent systems, particularly Homceopathy and
Allopathy, the two most opposite.—The result shown to be
the same under all the different modes of treatment, and under
no treatment at all.—The real curative agent is NATURE her-
self, who often effects a cure in spite of Art, rather than by its
assistance.—As now practised, tﬁe Medical Art is rather an
evil than a benefit, and it would fare as well, if not better, with
patients if they were left alone.—Authority of Drs. Forbes,
Grisolle and others on the subject.—Still the healing art may
be made, and probably will eventually, to assist Nature, and
accomplish much good.—Progress of medical reform.

Human health depends on the observance of cer-
tain laws, which determine our relations with sur-
rounding objects, and circumstances; the non-ob-
servances of those laws deranges the healthy action
of the system, or produces disease.

Unfortunately those laws have been,’and are now,
but little known, and are therefore neglected; con-
sequently disease has always prevailed, and always
will, till a due observance of them takes place.
This knowledge the most important man can ob-
tain, he seems to be late in acquiring. Eventually
he will acquire it, there is no doubt, and then dis-
ease will be prevented, by removing all causes which

(1)









4 THE ART OF HEALING THE SICK,

now practised, is for the most part sheer deception
and imposition. |

The fact is, and there is no use denying or con-
cealing it, the practice of medicine is, for the most
part, a mere matter of guess-work and experiment,
or slavish adherence to mere empirical routine. Tt
is not based on established principles, nor supported
by facts and reason, but is often in opposition to
both.

It is true that disease is often cured while under
medical treatment, but it does not follow that it 1s
cured by the medicine, it may have been by other
agency, or even in spife of tf! But even admitting that
a certain prescription sometimes cures any particular
disease, the fact is of little importance, except to
the individual. It is most likely a forfunate acci-
denf, and the same result may not happen in a
thousand similar cases, neither with the same doctor
nor with the same medicine! which proves, as I
remarked before, that it is mainly a matter of guess-
work and experiment. .

As evidence of its uncertainty, we need only refer
to the numerous systems of practice, opposed to
each other in every essential particular—to - the
numerous parties into which each system is di-
vided—to the bitter opposition of great medical
leaders, and the difference in their opinions and prac-
tice in the simplest cases. Every new medical work
teaches a new doctrine, and every day almost brings
a new system into fashionable repute.

In the article above referred to, Dr. Forbes thus
speaks on the same subject:—*This comparative
powerlessness, and positive uncertainty of medicine,
is also exhibited in a striking light when we come to
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sent day, and the indubitable facts brought to light
during the last thirty years? Are they not that
mercury is not necessary (speaking generally) to
the cure of any case, and that it is often most inju-
rious, in place of being beneficial? The medi-
cal god, mercury, however, seems as unwilling to
to be baulked of his dues, as the mythological ; if
he has lost the domain of syphilis, he has gained that
of inflammation ; and many of our best practitioners
might possibly be startled and shocked at the sup-
position, that their successors should renounce alle-
giance to him in the latter domain, as they them-
selves had done in the former. And yet such a re-
sult is more than probable, seeing that there exists
not a shadow of more positive proof (if so much)
of the efficacy of the medicine in the latter, than in
- the former case.”

I do really believe that it would be possible to
find authorities, and great ones too, both for and
against the use of nearly every medicine, in nearly
every disease® As an instance of this, M. Lugol
wrote a celebrated work on Serofula, in which
he strongly recommends iodine for that disease,
and states that he cured thirty-five cases out of
one hundred and five with it. But more lately,
Mr. Philips has written an equally celebrated
work on the same subject, in which he speaks of
iodine as being of doubtful eflicacy, and says that
M. Lugol’s thirty-five cures would have been
effected by suitable clothing, food, air, and exercise,
In proper season, as well without iodine as with it.
He also says it is “a matter of doubt’’ with him
whether sea water, and sea bathing, are useful in
such cases; contrary to nearly all previous authority.
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And in respect to mineral walers he gives a num-
ber of statistics from which he draws the conclu-
sion, “that they are more indebted for the credit
they possess to the enthusiasm of friends, than to
the faithful register of the cures which, it is alleged,
have resulted from their employment.” How dif-
ferent is this from what has generally been taught.
When doctors disagree who shall decide befween
them2 A witty Frenchman once said, “If you are
sick send for a doctor, and if you don’t like his
medicine, I will soon find you another who will
prescribe something different.”” The celebrated Dr.
Dunglison, in his “ Medical Student,” has the fol-
[owing remarks, as an explanation of the causes
which lead people to put faith in quack medicines.’

“ The vacillation from sect to sect, which, at
one time was more characteristic of our profession
than itis at present, has perhaps encouraged all this,
by impressing the public that we ourselves have no
fixed principles to guide us, and that the unprofes-
sional might accidentally light upon something
which might be more satisfactory for the removal
of disease, than the members of the profession it-
self. They have seen physicians, at one period,
believing that almost all diseases are to be treated
by stimulants : at others, embracing the view that
they require the most powerful antiphlogistics, or
sedatives ; at others, again, referring thém to some
particular part of the economy—the lining mem-
brane of the stomach, for example; and, after the
lapse of a few short years, discarding this view, and
becoming—what they ought always to have been,—
essentially eclectic. They have seen Humourism,
and Solidism, Brunonianism and Broussaism, sup-
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he tried Allopathy and Homeopathy without suc-
cess, and was cured at last on the Thomsonian plan.
The fourth puzzled all the doctors for a long time, and
was cured at last by a bottle of some quack medicine,
—the fifth was raised from his death-bed by some
kind old woman’s recipe, after all other means
had failed,—and still another was cured by leaving
off taking medicine altogether, having previously
emptied the apothecary’s store several times,—some
have been cured by Mesmerism, and some by Hy-
dropathy, while others have been made worse by
them. |

This singular and puzzling similarity of results
from opposite modes of treatment, is the most
striking when we compare two so opposite that il
_one be true the other must necessarily be false—
Allopathy and Homeeopathy for instance. It 1s
much to be regretted that we have not more data
than we have for this purpose, as I have no doubt
but it would still further bear out my statements.
The number of homeopathic institutions from which
we have reports is small as yet, though we shall
probably soon have more, as the system is daily
“extending, and lately has been adopted by the pro-
fessor of medicine in the University of Edinburgh,
W. Henderson,- M. D. In the article already re-
ferred to, by Dr. Forbes, are some Reports of this
kind, sufficient for our purpose, and as they are
given by an opponent of Homeopathy, though a
very fair one, we may rely upon their accuracy.

The first is a report of the hospital of the Sisters
of Charity, at Vienna, which was opened in 1832,
and placed under the charge of Dr. Fleischman, “a
regular, well educated physician, as capable of form-
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tained, under the exclusive administration of a
thousandth, a millionth, or a billionth part of a grain
of phosphorus, every two, three, or four hours.”

Here we have evidence enough that the results
under the two opposite systems of Allopathy and
Homaopathy are nearly the same. But in addi-
tion to this Report, Dr. Forbes gives us, in another
part of the same article, a number of detailed cases,
from the work of Dr. Henderson. These cases
are shown to be such as the allopathic practitioner
ordinarily meets with, and the result of the homeo-
pathic practice is shown, by them also, to be quite
as favourable, if not a little more so, than the
allopathic. Afier reviewing these cases fully, Dr.
Forbes remarks that, so far as they extend, he does
“ not hesitate to declare, that the amount of sueccess
obtained by Dr. H. in the treatment of his cases,
would have been considered by ourselves as very
satisfactory, had we been treating the same cases
according to the rules of ordinary medicine.’’

Here then we have a comparison of the t1wo most
opposite systems, and when they coincide so re-
markably in their results, we cannot expect much
difference from those more nearly allied. . Thom-
sonianism—all the varieties of the regular practice
—Hydropathy—and the numerous patent cure-alls,
would probably vary but little from the same stand-
ard, if they were all fairly compared.

Now what is the practical result of these com-
parisons ? Do they prove that any or all of these
various systems are either true or false, or that any
of them are superior to the others? No! They
merely prove that none of them are based on known
principles, but that, on the contrary, they all con-
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tent.”” dt suffices here to refer cursorily to a few
of the more open sources of such evidence.

1. The cure of diseases among uncivilized na-
tions, of ancient and modern times, under the sole in-
fluence of charins, magic, or other practices equally
ineflective. _ |

2. The general treatment of diseases in the ruder
and simpler times of physie, as recorded in the
writings of the early fathers of our art.

3. The record of innumerable cases in the works
of medical authors, more particularly before the
eighteenth century, in which, from various causes,
no medical treatment, or one demonstrably power-
less, was employed. |

4. The records of the expectant system of medi-
cine, long and extensively prevalent in various parts
of Europe ; also of other analogous systems of praes
tice in vogue at different times in various countries,
which could exert no substantial influence on dis-
ease or on the animal economy.

5. The wide spread, and frequently exclusive
employment, more especially in modern times, of
universal, or as they are now called, quack medi-
cines, under the use of which almost all curable
diseases have frequently got well. Whether these
medicines consist of inert substances, or of sub-
stances of positive medicinal power, the influence de-
rived from their employment is nearly the same.
All of them have, most indubitably, cured (to uso
this word in its common acceptation) a vast num
ber of diseases; and whether the event was conse
quent on the use of a subsiance of no real power,
or possessing a particular power only, must be al
lowed to be nearly the same thing.” In our own
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 day we have seen many large fortunes made in this
country, by the sale of various patent drugs of this
kind,—from Solomon’s Balm of Gilead to Parr’s
Life Pills; and this fact alone proves their real
efficacy, that is, proves it on the very same grounds
of evidence admitted in legitimate medicine. Suc-
cess, that is, the apparent cure of diseases on an
extensive scale, could alone keep up a sale of them
so extensive as to enable their proprietors to ac-
cumulate large fortunes. And of this kind of sue-
cess,—that is, the getting well of patients under their
use, according to the legitimate post hoc mode of
reasoning, every medical man must have witnessed
many instances.

6. The now fashionable system of Hydropathy
furnishes strong and extensive evidence of a like
kind, although on somewhat different grounds. This
mode of treating diseases is unquestionably far from
inert, and most opposed -to the cure of diseases by
the undisturbed processes of nature. It in fact,
perhaps, affords the very best evidence we possess
of the curative powers of art, and is, unquestion-
ably, when rationally regulated, a most effective
mode of treatment in many diseases. Still it puts,
in a striking light, if not exactly the curative powers
of nature, at least the possibility, nay facility, with
which all the ordinary instruments of medical cure
(drugs) may be dispensed with. If so many, and
such various diseases get well entirely without
drugs, under one special mode of treatment, is it
not more than probable, that a treatment consisting
almost exclusively of drugs, may be often of none "
effect, sometimes of injurious effect?

An intelligent and well educated hydropathical

Q *
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physician, on whose testimony we can entirjely rely,
informs us, that in a great many cases which have
come under his care in a hydropathie establishment,
he has observed the symptoms amend on the first
commencement of hydropathic remedies, with a
suddenness and speed which he could not consei-
entiously aseribe to the influence of the means used,
but which rather appeared to result from the aban.
donment of injurious drugs which the patients had
previously been in the habit of taking. In some
cases, to test this point, the physician purposely
abstained from treating the patients at all, and yet
witnessed the same amendment. Our informant
points out to us another natural field of observation
in this line, in the numerous patients discharged,
cured, or relieved, from hydropathic establishments,
almost all of whom carry with them such a horror
of drugs that they never have recourse to them, if
it can be helped, afterwards. Yet these people re.
cover from their subsequent diseases—even without
Hydropathy ! 9

7. Mesmerism,-also, we think, must come either
within the category of cases illustrating the curative
powers of nature, or, at least, the non-necessity of
drugs, or both. :

8. We may next instance a large and important
class of cases, in which some phiﬁnsuphical physi-
cians, in all times, have instituted direct experiments,
both publicly and privately, to test the powers of
nature, by either withholding all means of treat-
ment, or by prescribing substances totally inert:
‘the result often being the cure of many diseases
under such management. £7- 48N

9. Lastly, we must advert to what is, perhaps,
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the most extensive and valuable source of all—the
actual practice of the more scientific physicians of
all ages, in the latter part of their career,—men of
philosophic minds, as well as of much experience.
It is well known, from the history of physic, that a
large proportion of men of this class have, in their
old age, abandoned much of the energetic and per-
turbing medication of their early practice, and
trusted greatly to the remedial powers of Nature.
The saying of a highly respected and very learned
physician of Edinburgh, still living at an advanced
age, very happily illustrates this point. On some
one boasting before him of the marvellous cures
wrought by the small doses of the Homeopathists,
he said, ¢ This was no peculiar cause for boasting,
as he himself had, for the last two years, been curing
" his patients with even less, namely, with nothing
at all I’

People have been so accustomed to always see
the human stomach made a drug store of, that
they seem utterly amazed at the idea of doing away
with drugs altogether. They must have something
called medicine ; and many physicians are in the
habit of giving such drug-eaters bread pills, or
coloured water, and find, like the old Edinburgh
physician, that their patients get well “with nothing
at all.”” A case of this kind is given by Dr. Forbes
himself; he says, “ Many years ago, when in
charge of a large body of men in the public service,
we had oceasion to treat an epidemic diarrhaea, of con-
siderable violence, but not dangerous. Finding our
patients recover as fast under one as another of many
methods of "treatment adopted, we thought there
would be no unpardonable lése-majesté, (treason)
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very inconsiderable! M. Magendie employs no
other treatment in the same disease.”

In another place he tells us that he himself treated
eleven cases of pneumonia, all distinetly marked, in
nearly the same manner. The whole treatment
consisted in eonfinement to bed, rigid diet, pectoral
ptisans, and oceasionally, but very seldom, a mild
laxative, like castor oil. The patients all perfectly
recovered, in about the usual time.

Another curious circumstance observable in com-
paring the results of different systems is this; not

only is the fofal number that recovers the same in

all, but the number is also the same in each parti-
cular disease! Thus all the slight diseases get well
under any treatment or no treatment ; the dangerous
diseases kill about the same number under each sys-
tem as they do when left to Nature ; while a certain
class of diseases are always fatal treat them as we
may. This almost proves that all curable diseases
fare as well without medical treatment as with, and
that where Nature cannot cure, Art can render but
little assistance.

As this conclusion is likely to startle many
persons who have been brought up with a blind
faith in physie, I will give other authority than my
own for saying it. In the article by Dr. Forbes,
so frequently referred to, he gives the inferences
which seem to flow from his examination and com-
parison of Homeopathy and Allopathy, in the fol-
lowing words. '

«1. Thatin alarge proportion of the cases treated
by allopathic physicians the disease is cured by
nafure, and not by them.

2. That in a lesser, but still not a small propor-


























































































THE TRUE BASIS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. o1

bination of vital and mechanieal organs, adapted for
the performance of certain functions requisite for
the individual’s existence. It may be compared to
a complicated machine, all the parts of which aet
in unison. It is also like the machine in other re-
spects,—it wants a motive power !—The various
organs may be ever so perfect, but still they cannot
work of themselves. 'The machine needs the
steam-engine, and the human system also requires
something analogous.

The power which makes the heart beat, the
stomach digesf, the muscles contract, and, in short,
causes every other bodily motion, is the Nervous
fluid. Recent discoveries have made it extremely
probable, in fact nearly certain, that this mysterious
power which we call nervous, is identical with elec-
tricity, magnetism, or galvanism, which, as we
shall show further on, ean effect the various motions
of the organization when the nervous power is ex-
tinet.

Galvanism is a mysterious agent and it is but re-
cently that we have found means of controlling it
for useful purposes. We have, however, examples
of its workings in the electrotype process, various
chemical changes, and in the miraculous lightning
telegraph, and, in some instances, it has even been
employed in propelling machinery, in place of steam,
which, it is thought probable it will eventually
supersede entirely. Its effects on the living body
are familiar to most people, galvanic batteries being
now very common. Its effect on the dead are not
so familiar, though ofien observed; suflice it to say
that the limbs and organs of a dead body will move
by its means, and exhibit all the ordinary pheno-
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The battery at one station engenders the power, and
the wires convey it tq the other, let the distance be
ever so great. 'The will of the operator at one end
is thus transmitted to the other and produces the
effect he desires; in the same way, when 1 wish to
move my arm, the will sends the nervous power
from the brain down the nerve to the muscle. This
- makes the muscle contract and so produces the mo-
tion. If you cut the wire no communication can
take place between the two ends of the telegraph;
if you cut the nerve going to the arm, no communi-
cation can occur between it and the brain, and it no
longer obeys the will.

* The brain is divided into two parts, the one, oc-
cupying the upper and frontal portions of the skull,
called the cerebrum, and supposed to be more im-
mediately concerned in the moral perceptions and
thinking ; the other, occupying the lower and back
part of the skull is called the cerebellum, and ap-
pears.to be concerned in producing what are called
the propensities, certain involuntary motions, and
sensations. The spinal marrow is also divided into
two parts, or columns, the one in front called the
anterior column, and the one behind the posterior.
On examining a nerve belonging to any organ, we find
it is composed of two parts, and on tracing it to the
spinal marrow we find that one of these parts, or
threads, springs from the anterior column, and the
other from the posterior. These two nervous
threads have different powers; the one from the
anterior column causes motion, while the one from
the posterior column produces sensation, or feeling.
These two functions are distinct from each other;
for instance, if the nerves of motion proceeding to
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the arm be cut, the individual can no longer move
it when he wishes, but he may still feel, or have
sensation in it. If the nerves of sensation only be
¢ 1t, the arm can be moved, but will have no feeling,
it may be burnt, or cut, and still no pain be expe-
rienced. But if both nerves be cut, sensation and
the power of motion are both lost. This is an
important fact, which we shall have occasion to re-
fer to again. We often see persons who are para-
Iytie, that is, incapable of motion, in some parts of
their bodies, owing to the nerves losing their power
of transmission. Sometimes the paralysis will af-
fect merely the nerves of motion, at others merely
those of sensation, and sometimes it will affect both,

The nerves of the organs of sight, hearing, taste,
and smell, apparently spring from the brain, and
are essential to those functions,—cut the optic nerve
and the eye can see no longer, or the auditory and
deafness ensues.

Most of the nerves which proceed to the internal
organs produce involuntary motioms, that is, they
are not under the control of the will. The motor
nerves of the arm, as I have shown, can be excited
to act on the muscles by the will, but those which
act on the heart, lungs, stomach, and other organs,
to make them perform their peculiar functions, are
independent of it. Thus we cannot cause, or stop, .
the circulation of the blood, or the process of diges-
tion, by merely willing it, the same as we do the
bending or straightening of the arm. Still these
involuntary motions are as strictly dependent on
nervous agency as the voluntary ones.

Each organ has its own set of nerves, distinct
from those of the other organs, they are all however
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plundered and irremediably ruined, in a short time.
Few men would act so foolishly in their business,
and yet nearly all do so with what is of far more
consequence, their health. They act as if it were
not their business at all, forgetting that nobody else
can be expected to concern themselves about it, ex-
cept as a matter of profit, and that the profitis in
proportion to the loss of health, and not its preser-
vation. Many eminent medical men, with®a disin-
terestedness that does them great honour, have
endeavoured to direct attention te this important
matter, the preservation of health, and prevention
of disease. Hitherto, however, but few have lis-
tened, and fewer still have profited by their advice;
nor could we reasonably expect them to do so, since
it requires a certain amount of knowledge of our-
selves to understand that adviee, and such knowledge
is seldom possessed. To begin this work aright
every person should early possess a knowledge of
his own structure, and the influence of external
agents upon it, both for good and for evil. If such
information were generally distributed most diseases
would be prevented, and much advice that is now
thrown away would be thankfully received and
made good use of. Nor is such information at all
difficult to give,—a small portion of the time now
spent in learning many things of questionable utility,
would be sufficient if rightly used. We have
- such efficient means of teaching the elements of
anatomy and physiology at the present time, that
such knowledge could easily be put within the
reach of all. The excellent anafomical models
now made so plentifully and so cheaply in Europe,
will enable any ong, with no previous knowledge
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has been paid a high price for, the patient little
thinking it was common rhubarb. When once this
mania of word making seizes an author there is no
telling where it will carry him; thus a celebrated
author writing on the common disease croup,. pro-
posed that it should be called laryngotracheite-
myxopyomeningogene '—He supposed this name
had certain advantages over the common one, or
even over the more scientific apellation cynanche
tonsillaris—possibly it may, but I confess I am not
aware of them. Some of my readers may be grati-
fied by learning that the above disease belongs to
the class pyrexe, and order phlegmasiz !

The real value of these wordy systems may be
estimated, from the esteem in which they are held
by medical men themselves ; thus Dr. Forbes says,
in the article already referred to, that it is requisite
“ to teach students that no systematic or theoretical
classification of diseases, or of therapeutic agents,
(medicines) ever yet promulgated, is true, or any
thing like the truth, and that none can be adopted
as a safe guide in practice.” The arrangement of
medicines, like that of diseases, may be made ex-
tremely simple, and yet be practically useful, by
noticing the actual differences in thgir effects.

CLASSES.

Medicines are naturally divided into two classes,
stimulants and sedatives ; corresponding to the two
classes of diseases, inflammatory and torpid, to
which they are adapted.

Ist Class. Stimulants are those medicines which
excite, or increase, temporarily or permanently, the
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sorbed, without any other means having been used
than those indicated.

‘“ At the expiration of fifteen days from the last
operation, the young man was discharged from the
hospital as cured, since which time nothing has
been heard of him.*

“It is to be regretted that the person who re-
ported this case for Dr. Pecchioli did not enter
more into its details, and communicate distinctly
the modus operandi, with the size and power of
the battery used, &e., &c. These omissions will,
however, be rectified in the cases whiech I am about
to recite as having been treated by Dr. Leroy and
myself.

“ Dr. Leroy’s first Case.f—Frangois Vray, 3
gardener by profession, aged seventy-two Yyears,
entered the ward Sainte Marthe, at the Hotel Dieu
of Paris, on the 8th of December, 1842, with a
hydrocele of the right side, which was of ten years
standing, and had continued gradually to increase
in size up to the period of his admission. During
the absence of M. Roux, surgeon-in-chief, Dr. Leroy
obtained permission, and the consent of the patient,
to try the effect of galvanism in his case. Accord-
ingly, on the 22d of December, he caused a small
battery, of sixteen pairs of plates, two inches square,
to act on the hydrocele, through two needles, placed,
one in the sub-cutaneous cellular tissue of the sero-
tum, and the other penetrating into the cavity of the
tunica vaginalis.

* This case will be found in a review of the Italian Medical

J ournals, in the Gazette Medicale de Paris, for 1841, page 805,
ive this and the following cases from my private notes.

ThE}' %lmre never before been published that I am aware of,
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the first operation on Vray. The patient com-
plained that the pain was very severe af firsf, but
stated that it gradually diminished until towards the
close of the operation, when he experienced no
sensation whatever.

“ On January 2d, three days after the operation,
M. Blandin and others, who had previously seen
the patient, admitted that a considerable portion of
the liquid had been absorbed.

“From this period, up to the 12th of January,
two more applications of electricity were made,
after each of which there was a perceptible diminu-
tion in the size of the tumour; and on the third .of
February, Dusart was discharged from the hospital
as cured.

“ The Author’'s Case.—Jules Mayer, a porter,
aged forty-one, presented himself for examination
when I was attending with a friend at the Bureau
Central of the public hospitals at Paris. He had a
large tumour on the right side of the serotum, which
was of comparatively recent date, having made its
appearance about ten months previously. After a
proper examination, it was easy to detect the exist-
ence of a simple hydrocele. The man was in
good health, and had never suffered from anterior
diseases.

“ On my proposing to him the application of
galvanism, he readily consented; and having pro-
cured proper needles, and borrowed a battery of
similar power with the one used by Dr. Leroy, I
proceeded to operate in the following manner:

¢ 'The patient was placed in a recumbent position,
on a settee, and had the pelvis and lower limbs
slightly elevated above the rest of the body. Having


















































































































