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are justly entitled to the thanks of the profession and of the
public, that you have sustained, by your devotion to your stu-
dies, this great effort made by our school, at the recommendation
of the American Medical Association—the representatives of the
medical practitioners of these United States—to prolong the
course of study ; to more fully indoctrinate the students with the
principles of medical science; to elevate the standard for gradu-
ation; and thus, the character and usefulness of our beloved
profession.

Actuated by your love for science, by your anxiety to under-
stand the principles of medicine, and by a noble determination,
to have the foundation of your professional character, laid as
deeply and as broadly as possible, you have resisted all the
temptations, so abundantly offered, to pursue some shorter
route, some more easy access to the temple of medicine,
You have turned a deaf ear to all suggestions; you have
chosen and wisely chosen the longer route—the rough, the
rocky accesses to that beautiful and chaste building, whose
fair proportions, and whose glorious elevation amidst the dark
and mysterious clouds of science, have so long attracted your
eyes, and excited the warm glowing aspirations of your souls.

You have your reward. You have this day entered the ves-
tibule of this temple, and have received your diploma, the cer-
tificate of your admission to her precinets, with more satisfaction,
and with far greater rejoicing, because, it has been well earned
by the sacrifice of time and of labour. You will not, you can-
not regret this sacrifice. No: It will be your pride. It will be
your boast in years to come; it will be the source of a just
rejoicing by your future patients and by your families, that you
have received, as the reward of your own exertions, a diploma
from an institution in the United States, which holds the stand-
ard of the profession high, and which opens not its portals to
those who may carelessly seek the honours of the profession.

Receive then our warm congratulations, and our sincere
thanks, and accept also our best wishes that the work, so well
begun, may be carried forwards vigorously and heartily to
perfection.
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This is termed a “commencement”’—your commencement
day. Emphatically is this the true meaning of the word, when
we regard your condition and prospects, This day you com-
mence the duties and responsibilities of life. Your connexion
with colleges and wuniversities is dissolved. You leave the
guidance of teachers and professors, and, immersing yourselves
in the business of life, must, henceforth, trust to the experience
of your own minds for the accomplishment of all your purposes.
You must make the knowledge you have acquired from books
and lectures, and which has been laid up in that great chaotic
store-house—the memory—your own. You are to submit all
the knowledge acquired, or yet to be acquired by observation
and reading, to the alembic of your mind. There itis to be
analysed by the wonderful powers of the intelleet. Every in-
tegrant portion is to be separately examined, and to be thrown,
it may be, into near combinations. You must mentally digest
the intellectual food of which you are the recipiants, and thus
establish your own principles for your own guidance. You
must think, that you may aet for yourselves and not by the
direction of others.

It has been well remarked by a late professor® of this Uni-
versity, “that to observe and remember are the humblest
operations of the human mind. Brutes do both : but to theorize,
that is, to think, is the high prerogative and interest of man.”
It is his distinguishing characteristic. He, therefore, who thinks
most, is the superior man ; is emphatically the intellectual man,
the great man, who guides not only his own actions, but also
the actions of others; establishing principles which influence
those around him, give the impulse and direction to their
thoughts, changes the tone of society, the condition of states, of
governments, indeed of the whole world. For who can limit
the influences of the human mind, when of a superior order,
well furnished, thrown into energetic action and establishing
principles which bear on the business of life—principles, rules
of action, deduced by the operations of the mind, {rom the facts

* Benjamin Rush, M. D.
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collected by observation and experience? Look abroad in
society ; cast your eyes on the past and present state of man ;
and speculate, if you please, on his future condition.

The dark ages have rolled away. The darkness has been
dissipated by the light of truth, divine truth, which, penetrating
like the first rays of morning light into the dark cloister of the
secluded monk, fired his intellect, warmed his heart, gave energy
to every thought of his mind and every feeling of his soul, eman-
cipating him at once, as if by supernatural influence, from the
mental and moral thraldom in which he was immersed, and
forced him to declare in tones distinet and loud, that the mind
and heart of man are free, and ought to be free ; that they ought
not, neither will they, be kept in subjection to any finite being.

This voice has echoed and re-echoed through state to state,
from nation to nation, till the world has felt its influence; and
the reformation, commenced by Luther in the cloisters of Ger-
many, is rolling onward, and still onward from east to west,
trinmphantly demonstrating the influence of prineiples in regu-
lating and directing the character and destiny of man.

Glance also for a moment at the political history of man, and
observe how slowly the human mind imbibed the first principles
of rational liberty, and what dreadful struggles against tyranny
were made, too often unsuccessfully made, by the few, who
dared to vindicate the freedom of thought and the liberty of
action. Indeed, it was not until a congenial climate was dis-
covered in this western continent, that the seeds of liberty could
take deep root and spring up, bearing fruit for the healing of the
nations.

The American Revolution is the enduring evidence of the
power of the human intellect in establishing political principles,
and causing them to bear on the well-being of man. It was
indeed the trinmph of mind. It was a revolution, not only of
the outward but the inward man. It wasa deliverance, not
only from colonial servitude, from a subjugation to the aristo-
crats, the despots and the autocrats of the day, but it was more
emphatically a deliverance from intellectual bondage, from a
blind subjection to the dogmas of the schools, the hypotheses of
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man has been changed, elevated, and, as it were, renewed.
Witness the influence of these principles, thas made to bear on
the business of society, in the enlarged intercourse, the rapid
communication between nations, in the improved and more
prolific state of their agriculture and manufactures ; in the gene-
ration as it were, of new arts and sciences, all bearing pn the
physiecal, intellectnal and moral character of man.

Centuries passed away, during which every human being
noticed the delicate vapour issuing from water ina state of ebul-
lition, but what practical result ever followed, this well known
fact, until the scientific chemist pent up this same delicate vaponr
in his strong receiver, and there discovered its wonderful eapa-
bility of eondensation, and its immense overpowering expansi-
bility ; what practical result, until the immortal Watt connected
this hitherto indomitable power to his machinery, and thus
revolutionized the business of society? You all know the
wonders that have been daily wrought, since the time of Wartt,
by the mighty agency of steam. How our own Fulton, by a
happy thought, made it subservient to the navigation of rivers ;
how its influence has extended from rivers to lakes, from lakes
to oceans, so that continents now communicate rapidly and
certainly with each other. Even valleys and hills and mountains
afford no longer obstacles to the power of steam. The mighty
locomotive, an apparent self-moving machine, bounds with a
rapidity almost incredible, even to an inhabitant of the nineteenth
century, over valleys and through mountains, on its iron roads,
bearing with it, to distant and even desolate places, the arts and
sciences, the civilization and the religion of the intellectual and
cultivated man.

Permit me to make one more allusion to the improvements
lately wrought by science for the welfare of man. A century
has hardly elapsed since Benjamin Franklin, in this said city of
Philadelphia, sought communication with the thunder cloud,
suspended in the heavens. He sent his messenger, and brought
the lightning of the heavens to move in obedience to his com-
mand. A new era in Philadelphia was thus commenced, new
discoveries in electricity, magnetisin and galvanism have been










































