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the duodenum and found it more congested than the stomach ; it
was redder in its appearance ; the mucus coat was corrugated, but
less than the stomach ; the duodenum was smaller than natural ;
the size of the duodenum differs, in persons of different conditions, as
to health, size and other circumstances ; the intestines of a female
are generally smaller than those of a male ; there was no fecal mat-
ter or any appearance of it in the duodenum ; chyme is food in a
process of digestion ; there was no appearance of anything like
nafural matter in the duodenum ; cannot say the amount of mucus
matter found in the duodenum ; it was hardly enough to flow out,
had the duodenum been in a proper position ; I gave the stomach
and duodenum to the coroner—nothing else at that time.

I made a further post mortem examination, I believe on the follow-
ing Sunday ; Coroner Smith was with me; I then removed the
remainder of the small intestines, with the exception of about six
inches of the rectum ; examined the kidneys and found them
healthy ; noticed that the urinary bladder still remained contracted ;
removed about four ounces of blood from the cavity of the chest;
placed it in a vial and gave it to the coroner ; I corked it up; there
was not at this second examination over half a pint of blood
in the chest; it was what had flowsr in from the surrounding
tissues; there was very little of it when I left it the first time;
Iremoved one lung, it was healthy; a portion of the liver, and a
portion of the panecreas; put these in wide mouthed jars, with paper
over the top and covers on them ; on removing the small intestines
they appeared perfectly empty; I put them ina jar by themselves ;
in the first examination of the body, I had cut into the cacum, the
only point where 1 could discover anything which appeared like
fecal matter; this matter, it was discovered afterwards to be com-
posed of feces, a piece of lemon seed, and several other seeds of dif-
ferent kinds ; small sized seeds, some like onion seeds ; these I gave
to the coroner ; I think there was from four to six ounces of this
fecal matter in the caecum ; I felt in the colon what appeared to be
small pieces of hard fecal matter; did not examine the color; I
opened the six inches of the rectum remaining and found it healthy ;
in cases I have examined with a view to find the diameter of the
urinary bladder, I have generally found them from three to four
incheg : Inoticed all the vessels in which the different parts were

laced.

I believe I have described every organ as healthy, except the
womb, so far as organic disease is concerned.

Q. What do you say as to there being any cause for death in the
womb ?

A. 'There was no cause for death in the womb.

Q. Where was the cause of death, if anywhere?

A. In the stomach and bowels.

Q. In your judgment, what was the cause of her death?

A. Aerid poison ; I base it on this: I find entire emptiness of the
stomach and small intestines, so far as fecal matter is concerned ;
also contraction and corrugation of the same to a great extent; I find
in place of that, a red3&ish viscid mucus adhering to the coat of the
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stomach ard intestines; the emptied condition of the gall bladder ;
the appearance of the tongue, which was very much furred and
slightly swollen; I inferred from these that vomiting had taken
place, and that too induced by some acrid matter, which would not
only expel the contents of the stomach, but of the small intestines,
and the presence of which acrid matter would induce the vomiling.

Q. What would induce your belief that she vomited ?

A. I believe the act of vomiting is acmmpaqled by more or less
contraction of the stomach ; where that act is induced by the pre-
sence of acrid matter, the contraction will be proportional to the ma-
terial used, be it more or less irritating. :

I would state in reference to this corrugation, or any corrugation,
that it would depend in part on the contraction of the muscles, and
in part owing to the irritating matter which is applied to the mucus
surface,

Q. What do you say about the rigidity of the body?

A. The rigidity of the body presented the appearance of a person
who would come to their death by anything which would produce
a sudden spasm or contraction of the muscles.

The appearance of the stomach and intestines proved to me con-
clusively that she had vomited, and to such a degree that could not
be produced by ordinary causes; I will further state that I think
the vomiting must have been not only considerable, but that effort
at vomiting continued until exhaustion took place. My reasons are
these : the blood in the first place was thrown from the centre to the
surface; also the extreme pallor of the countenance, which always
attends exhaustion from vomiting.

Q. What was indicated by this extreme contraction after death 2

A. The muscles of animals poisoned by aconite continue con-
tracted for some days after death.

Q. Will you state, in your judgment, from what poison she came
to her death ?

A. T have seen experiments practised by Dr. Salisbury upon dogs
and cats with tincture of aconite, and the appearande afier death of
general rigidity, contraction of the stomach and intestines, absence
of fecal matter, and the presence of this red mucus, the fluidity of
the blood, and indications that they had vomited ; I suppose that
the deceased died from aconite, from the fact of the appearance on
the post mortem examination being so identical with those of the
dogs and cats.

Q. What is the strength of your opinion that she died of poison?

A. T have no doubt of it; I have no doubt she vomited ; one of
my reasons for thinking she died of poison was her having vomited,
and also the absence of congestion; I have performed nine post
mortem examinations since her death ; two were cases where death
had occurred from poison; one by corrosive sublimate, and the
ﬂfelz:hh? morphine ; the others were cases of sudden deaths in full

Adjourned till 3 P. M.
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red ; have never seen nor read of it, as a consequence of congestion.
The mucus coat of the stomach may be corrugated without the con-
traction of the musecular coat ; the two coats can contract independ-
ently of each other, but the villous coat can only contract by the
application of an astringent or stimulus; they wonld shrive{ but
not fold up the villous coat, as I found them in the deceased; the
absence of bile from the stomach is no evidence of death from poi-
son ; the color of this viscid fluid in a healthy, living subject, is de-
scribed as white ; 1 thought the fluid in this stomach was unhealthy,
because so tenacious and colored ; I never have seen viscid mucus
in a stomach after death by natural causes; I bave never seen
mucus clinging to the coat of the stomach; 1 won't swear that it
exists or does not ; if a subject die of inflammation of the lungs, we
might find viscid mucus in the lungs, but none in the stomach ; in
cases of congestion of the stomach alone, we would not expect to
find any more mucus than we would from natural causes; cunEes-
tion may throw out mucus, and consequently we may be able to find
it in the stomach ; it may be so, though I do not think it; in cases
where congestion had continued some time, it is my opinion that this
mucns would not be colored ; I believe it for this reason: 1 have
never seen congestion existing except it be formed by food or acrid
matter. The answer was here interrupted, when witness said: I
have never seen it or read of it; there was a contraction of the
stomach ; this is different from the corrugation ; the villous coat of
the stomach ean be corrugated without the contraction of the mus-
cular ; this coat has power of contraction independent of the mus-
cular coat; the villous coat can contract and relax independent of
the muscular coat; the villous coat has no power, of itself, to act,
except by the power of an astringent or stimulant ; this producesan
effect to corrugate and shrivel ; in order to fold up, as I found it, it
was necessary for the muscular coat to contract; I do not know
that an astringent would cause the muscular coat to contract; I
found uno bile in the stomach ; it is not usual to find bile in a
stomach, where there is sudden death ; the absence of bile is no
evidence of death by poison ; I did find two small substances of a
cheesy appearance in the stomach; I account for these alone
remaining by their being ensconced in the folds; 1 believe that all
the contents of the stomach and small intestines could be thrown:
up, and not a particle or trace of it be discovered in any part of
them (the Doctor here cited a case in support of his position); I
have never seen or heard of but one case, where the contents of small
intestines were emptied through the mouth, in which purging did
not take place; where there was no twist in the bowels there might
or might not be such a case; Fleming is one of the best authors, I
suppose, on the subject of aconite; to have emptied the stomach and
intestines, as they were in this case, wonld take different lengths of
time, depending on the cause; it might be done in an hour; the
entire quantity of contents in a healthy person, in the stomach and
small intestines, down to the colon, wonld be from a pinttotwo quarts ;
have known them emptied by vomiting down to the middle of the
illium ; I refer to poison by corrosive sublimate ; I(.iﬂ not remember of
any cases of their being emptied, as in this case, without obstruction ;
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cured tincture of aconite from Burroughs ; Tadministered these tine-
tures separately to cats and dogs separately ; June Sth, poisoned a
large cat with tincture of aconite ; at 10 o'clock gave it 12 drops, ad-
ministered by holding the head back, and pouring it into the throat;
two minutes after commenced swallowing, three minutes after com-
menced vomiting.

The Doctor here went into a detailed and minute statement of the
effects upon the ecat, resembling in general those in the instance
already recited. The result was the same, the cat died in nine hours
thirty-eight minutes from the administering of the dose; the post
mortem examination was made in one hour forty minutes after
death, and the appearances were almost identical with those already

cited.)
Adjourned till 3 P. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

At the opening of the Court, Dr. Salisbury continued his details
of experiments upon cats and dogs, with tincture of aconite ; where
it was administered through the throat, the symptoms produced
were the same as detailed in the experiment already deseribed, and
the appearance of the organs on the post mortem examination were
remarkably similar.

The following is an abstract of some of the experiments which
he deseribes in his testimony where he introduced the aconite into
the stomach, where he introduced it into the rectum, and also
where he introduced it into the cellular tissue:

In every case he described where it was introduced into the
stomach, and where death did not take place in less than thirty
minutes, the same symptoms were exhibited by the animal, previous
to death, as have been already described. The post mortem appear-
ances were so similar to those which the stomach and intestines of
Mrs. Hendrickson presented, that it was almost impossible to distin-
guish a shade of difference. In one case death was produced in
11 hours with six drops of tincture of aconite. One dog, with &
dose of sixty drops, lived one hour twenty-two minutes. Another
dog, with the same quantity, lived only twenty minutes. The last
mentioned dog was the largest.

In the case where it was introduced into the rectum, there was
constant tenesmus of the rectum and bladder from three minutes to
about forty-five miputes after its administration—then the tenesmus
became intermittdnt. The tenesmus was accompanied by frequent
passage of fecal matter and urine. In about forty-five minutes after

ison was given, vomiting commenced, but was slight; lived four
Eauurs and twenty-two minutes ; post mortem was made soon after
death ; found the large intestines contracted down to a mere cord
and entirely empty ; highly congested ; mucns coat tinged with
blood ; the stomach was also empty and considerably contracted ; a
small quantity of excrementitions matter was found in duodenum
and jejunum ; the illium was empty and much contracted ; the other

t mortem appearances were similar to those where it was intro-
gi:.ed into the stomach. In the case where it was im'mducedint% cel-
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NINTH DAY.
WEDNESDAY, June 22.

Court convened at 9 A. M.

Dr. Jas. H. Salisbury— Cross-ezamination continued.—Have read
nothing upon the subject of aconite, since last night, than what I
have read before; have read portions of Beoth and Berzelius; it
was about the last of March or the first of April th?t I made the
experiments from which I obtained the aconitine ; Idid not preserve
the aconitine I found, because I did not think of doing so; never
performed experiments to obtain aconitine until after the death of
this woman ; I do not know that the Parisian college of pharmac

" have offered a Jarge reward for the discovery of tests which will

B (-3

detect the presence of vegetable alkaloids; the tests used to detect
do not demonstrate its presence, but merely indicate it; it is with
difficulty the vegetable alkaloids can be distinguished by any
chemical ahalysis or tests from some other bodies that do not act
as poisons upon the human system ; they cannot be discovered with
that accuracy that mineral poisons are; they can be discovered
with some degree of certainty; we can distinguish them with
sufficient certainty to find out whether they are new bodies;
we arrive at a knowledge of the several vegetable alkaloids by
studying their solubility and insolubility in different liquids, by the
appearance of the salts which they form with acids, their taste,
whether acid or alkaline, whether we have an acid or alkaline reac-
tion with test paper, and to what extent they possess this, the effect
which heat has upon them at different temperatures, their volatile
and fixed properties, &c. We arrive at a knowledge of the vegeta-
ble alkaloids and acids with a good degree of certainty by chemical
analysis and chemical tests ; T think morphine could be distinguished
by chemical analysis and tests from the concrete of the oil of cloves;
I think it could be distinguished by the character of the salts which
it forms with acids; I believe they are similar in some respects;
morphine is one of the most employed of the vegetable alkaloids ;

. it is very seldom that two principles are found so alike in appearance

as morphine and the concrete of the oil of cloves; some are very
similar in their component paits, so that to distinguish the difference
is very difficult in this respect ; have never, before this death took

lace, made experiments to discover the active principle of aconite ;
in this case I did not determine whether or not it was crystalline ; i
experimented upon the tincture; there was about half an ounce;
gelatine, when boiled with nitric, sulphurie, and hydrochloric acids,
separately, does not produce the same colors, when so treated, as
aconitine ; Icannot swear that there is not twenty substances which,
treated the same as that T procured from the stomach, would not
produce the sameresult with chemical tests ; if so theyare not known :
I do not rely upon the chemical tests alone to prove there was
aconite ; Itested a very small portion of the duodenum for mineral poi-
sons ; I do not recollect, before commencing the tests, whether the sub-
stance I worked upon was acidulated or alkaline; each test for poi-
sons was applied to different portions of the parts bronght me: it is
stated that the fiftieth part of a grain of aconit¢ has endan‘gﬁred
human life ; the first process I used, in testing for aconitine, you can
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find laid down in books; Booth, Wood, Bache and Berzelius, I think
the process where we do not distil is the one laid down to separate
aconitine from the root; I cannot say whose process is the one in
which we did not distil ; think you will find it in Gregory ; it is used
!'ur separating volatile vegetable alkaloids; in my opinion, aconitine
is a fixed body ; it is generally so laid down ; I did not ascertain if
aconitine had been procured by the process in which we distilled ;
the substance was mixed with that procured by the other process;
laying aside the fact that aconitine is a fixed body, I cannot swear
that 1 had procured more by one process than another; 1 tasted of
neither before they were mixed ; I know that aconitine was procured,
from its producing the same effect upon the tongue as the tincture,
and the similar eflects upon the animal, and from the fact that it was
- obtained by the same process laid down for extracting aconitine;
got a liquid in one case, and a precipitate in the other; did not think
it necessary to try their taste before mixing them ; I was not sure by
which process aconitine was obtained ; think it was not in the li-
quid ; of the lignid, I got about a half a teaspoonful ; do know what
it was, principally ; I gave it the cat; did not test it, and hence could
not swear positively what it all was composed of ; alcohol and wa-
ter were both present; the liquid was clear, like water; had I pre-
served a part of the precipitate, I probably would not have had
enongh to have made my experiments; I think I obtained the pre-
cipitate the last of the week; I did swear, before Cole, that in my
judgment I obtained not far from a twenty-fifth part of a grain of
aconite ; I have not altered my judgment since.

Q. Would not a hundredth part of a grain kill a cat the size of
the one you experimented upon ?

A. The quantity of aconitine required to kill an animal would be
proportioned to its size, other things being equal; this cat would
weigh, probably, six pounds; it does not follow that because a
fiftieth part of a grain of aconitg would endanger htiman life, that
one hundredth part of a grain would kill a cat the size I operated
upon ; the nervous system of a cat is proportionably stronger than
that of a human being; I think the fiftieth part of a grain of acon-
~it¢ would be a dose to endanger the life of a cat, weighing six pounds,
ordinarily ; my judgment is, that I had not to exceed from a 20th
to 25th part of a grain ; I did not weigh it ;»1 did not dry this pre-
cipitate ; I could not have dried it without losing part of it; should
not judge the crystalline form as good a test as the taste; I think
in djryiug this I should have lost full one-half.

After all I have seen in my search for aconitine, and of the effeet

roduced, I will swear that I have detected aconiline; 1 have dis-
sected cats before this case, but have not made a post mortem ex-
amination ; I called in Dr. Swinburne; I recollect noone else ; there
was hardly a drop of liquid left with the precipitate; I can swear
there was not a particle of animal matter in either of the residunms
1 obtained ; the books state that it is very difficult to separate animal
matter from substances thus obtained which have been in contact
with it ; it was by the use of the lengthy processes of analysis that
I separated it; the human body becomes very poisonous when un-
dergoing decomposition—is so deadly that a very small particle in-

f}'lln.
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about a year ; have seen her frequently during that time ; saw her
about six o’clock in the evening of the day she was brought to her
mother’s, a corpse ; the face was fuller than I was used to seeing; 1
put my hand upon her stomach, and there was not that deadly cold-
ness I had been used to feeling.

Alvah Winne, for prosecution.—Resides in Albany ; some distant
relation to the prisoner, but can’t trace it; heard of the death of
prisoner’s wife about the time it occurred ; the week before that I
saw him in this city; it was on the 5th of March, in front of the
Clinton Hotel, between five and six o'clock ; he was dressed in a
blue overcoat and a plush cap ; have known him well for some time ;
I caught up to him, and walked as far as Pearl and Hudson, where
he went into Wood’s drug store.

William J. Snyder, for prosecution.—1 keep tavern in Bethlehem ;
know the prisoner ; on the Sunday night his wife died he was at
my tavern ; it was about half-past nine; he remained a very short
time; believe he took something to drink.

Cross-examined.—I believe they were on their way from church ;
he came in and asked for his father’s boot.

Mary Van Dusen, for prosccution.—1 am mother of the de-
ceased, Maria Hendrickson; she was 19 last December; she was
married to the prisoner two years ago the 18th day of last January;
after her marriage she resided with her father at Clarksville ; T recol-
lect the prisoner going to Corning ; it was about the last of Septem-
ber, of the year they were married, before he left for Corning; she
told him that it made her heart sick to have him conduct himself as
he did ; it was more than she could bear to be disgraced in that
way. :

(Objections were made by the counsel for the prisoner to the intro-
duction of this testimony, as being remote and having no pertinence.

The Court sustained the objections, and the examination proceed-
ed on other points.)

He was gone to Corning, I think, about three months; previous
to his return she had a child born; I think the child was from
four to five weeks old when he returned ; I think it was in Novem-
ber or December he returned ; T am not sure which ; the child is
dead ; it was six weeks and two days old ; after his return he staid at
our house the bigger part of the time ; in February, a year, he left our
house and went to his father’s ; he went to his father's because his
father-in-law sent him away. (Ulsgectinns to proving by this witness
that the prisoner gave his wife a disease, were taken by prisoner’s
counsel, and after argument between counsel, the objections were
overruled, and the testimony proceeded with.)

There was a difficulty between prisoner and his wife ; he went
on Saturday morning to the doctor’s, and she told him to be back
as soon as he could ; she was sick at the time ; he did not get back
till nine o’clock next morning ; said she, “ John, you see how sick
Iam; don't stay an&r longer than necessary, but come back as soon
as you can ;” he said, “I will ;” when he came back she found fault
with him for treating her with neglect, and continued doing so until
her father sent him away.
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She told him that she felt herself disgraced and degraded by his
conduct ; she told him she did not wish to see or speak with any
one she was acquainted with ; she felt ashamed and degraded ; he
told her that he couldn’t help it ; that his being hurt on the cars by
a fall was the cause of the disease ; she told him that she had yet
to learn that it could be produced in that way ; afier this conversa-
tion, the prisoner went away ; I expect he went to his father’s; he
came down stairs, never spoke to his wife ; left her lying in bed and
went away ; she was sick at the time; the day before he went
away, he used some very hard language to her; he called her “a
d—d fool ;” I did not hear the whole conversation ; I saw her sitting
in bed, crying; he was near the bed ; I told him he better not use
such language to her in my house; he answered, it would be ac-
cording how he felt about it ;” I told him he better recollect where
he was, and he made no reply at that time; she remained at our
house ; the next conversation that arese between them, where there
was hard feeling, was about Miss Schoonmaker; she spoke of his
seeing Miss Schoonmaker at Veeder's; she accused him of having
seen Miss Schoonmaker the night she thought he was at Albany;
he confessed to her that he was at Schoonmaker’s that night; that
he got there that night; that Miss Schoonmaker was waiting in the

rlor for him ; that he staid there till about 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing ; that she had asked him to come there the night that she had
- seen him at Veeder's; I have heard them very frequently talking to-
gether—she erying about his conduct ; I have heard Maria frequently
upbraid him about the rings and the daguerreotype which were ex-
changed ; on oue occasion she told him that she knew Miss Schoon-
maker had the daguerreotype he had given her (his wife); he said
that he had spoken to Miss Schoonmaker about changing the rings
back, but that she hadn’t it then ; he afterwards procured the ring
and daguerreotvpe and offered them to his wife ; the ring she took,
but refused to have the daguerreotype; he said he would have
nothing more to do with Maria Schoonmalker ; about the first of De-
cember last, he brought a buffalo robe home ; she accused him of
stealing it ; she told him he must take it back and let the owner
have it ; he got some paint and went to painting the buffalo skin
he went up stairs with it and she followed him up; [heard so much
talk there that I went up afierwards; he was talking to her pretty
rongh ; I staid up a few minutes, and she would not let him dis-
guise the skin ; 1 had to go down stairs; before I could return she
came down crying ; he shortly came down stairs and they had con-
siderable words ; she said it should not go out of the house—that
she would cut it to pieces, .

He had some whips there, about the same time, which she said he
had stolen ; she told him she would break them to pieces; he swore
at her, called her a fool, and said she had broken the bhandle of a
whip; when she charged him with stealing I_he whips, he said
“he had ;' she said she would not have such things as those about
her; there was also a nearly similar conversation about a bridle at
the same time.

Last January he brought her to our house from Hendrickson’s;
he spoke to her about going home ; she told him she had not reccived
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was not in ; his clerk wasthere ; the cap and coat which were shown
Mr. Burroughs in court I produced here ; I got them at Mr. Hendrick-
son’s house; recerved them from Maria Hendrickson; I got them
somewhere about the 23d of March ; I wentout with Mr. Hill, when
he made the diagram of the house ; from where I stood, in the road
passing Mr. H.’s house, I could see all three of the windows in the
north end of the house; could walk along some space and see them ;
when I was there, there was no foliage on the trees to obstruct the
view,

 Cross-ezamined.—I asked Maria for the coat and cap ; she went
into the bed-room and got them ; I did not observe how far we could
travel the road and see the windows ; I did not go over ten or fifteen
feet east of the lane.

Dr, S}xringsleed recalled for prosecution.—My practice is Homee-
pathy ; I attended prisoner’s wife from about the middle of January,
1852, to the end of December last; the seat of her disease was in
the womb and the vagina; she had no other disease ; it is hard to
say whether she was cured of both diseases or not; when I first
attended her I thought the inflammation of the womb might have
been produced by the effects of cold or childbirth ; the disease in
the vagina,—

(Objections were here raised by counsel to witness’ testifying to the
nature of the disease, as having no effect but to wound the feeling
of prisoner. The witness also raised the objection to testifying, and
that %urt,iun of the testimony was passed over.)

I should think that the disease of the womb apd the vagina were
not likely to cause death, from her appearance when I last saw her;
this was on the 21st of last February ; she came into my office and
asked if Maria Hendrickson had been there; I asked how she
was, and she said she was very well, with the exception of a pain
in her hips, her back and her head ; I suppose these pains arose from
the inflammation in the neighborhood of the womb ; they generally
produce these pains; I prescribed aconite for her the first visit, and
perhaps afterwards ; I do not know in what form I gave it to her;
I use it in liquid and in small pellets; the aconite I first prescribed
for her was in January, 1852; of all that I left there, there could
not have been more than half a drop of the “mother tincture;” in
twenty-five boxes of pills there is abouta drop of * mother tincture ;”
in 250 powders we would get about one drop of “ mother tincture;”
and had she taken all the medicine which I ever gave her which
contained aconite, at one time, it would not injure her.

Cross-ezamined.—The diseases of the womb sometimes result
very seriously; I have made few post mortem examinations; the
last day she called at my office, the 21st day of last February, she .
got some medicine of me; it was bella donna; I think it was the
last time I saw her ; her husband had called on me a number of
times for medicine for her; I sent them ; about the 1st of Februar
she came in and complained of a pain in her head or her hip;
prescribed for her then, as I did for her on the 21st, a few powders
of bella donna ; I have prescribed for her before ; I did not consider

5
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the disease of the womb as dangerous; I recollect the prisoner
coming in for me once and taking me out; can’t mention the time.

Direct examination resumed.—The last time I saw her she looked
as well as usual ; her face was of the ordinary fullness.

Dr. Swinburne recalled.—The body of the djewa.sed was in the
same position, when disinterréd, as when I left it. wliri

Cross-ezamined.—After the first post mortem examination, I sew-
ed it up, all but three inches; I know they were my stitches.

Jane Bailey, for prosecution.—Resides at Warnerville, Schoharie
county; know the prisoner; first knew him two years ago last
summer; got acquainted with him out there ; a contract of marriage
took place between him and myself. ;

Cross-ezamined.—I was 21 the 4th of Dec.; first saw prisoner
two years ago the coming July; first saw him at Mr. John Town-
send’s, at Warnerville ; he keeps a public house; I lived there and
did all kinds of work; I came there the previous spring; prisoner
was two nights at Mr. Townsend’s ; it was the second night he got
engaged to me ; nothing but conversation had taken place before the
engagement; I never saw him after that until I saw him in jail; I
hope I did not go there to marry him; this engagement was not in
writing ; it was, I guess, known of ; have never been engaged before
or since ; he came one night, and we were engaged the next night;
it had got along towards morning when we became engaged ; he
left that morning, after breakfast; I had no conversation the day he
was there, except to say “good morning,” until after tea at night; I
did not think the tngagement a joke; I asked him if he was in
earnest, and he said he was; of course I was; we went together
in the edge of the evening, and remained together till morning.

Aaron Hill, for prosecution.—Am a surveyor and engineer; in
the early part of May made a survey and diagram of Hendrick-
son’s house. (A diagram was here shown the jury, and explained
by the witness.) i '

William Alley, for prosecution.—Am now one of the deputy
sheriffs of the county ; accompanied sheriff to Clarksville when he
arrested Hendrickson ; it was on the 9th of March ; had some con-
versation with the prisoner about the death of his wife ; it was in
the house of Mrs. Van Dusen; the sheriff was sitting with him ; he
asked whether * they had found any poison ;" 1 answered that “1
did not know ; they had not got through with the examination ;" in
the course of the conversation, he said, “ Suppose they had put
{misau in her stomach, yesterday, could it be known or ascertained

then inquired who he meant by “they;” he said, “ The physi-
cians ;” I replied that “They would do no such thing ;" there was
something said about a sudden death ; the prisoner stated they went
to bed about 10 o’clock ; laid and talked about an hour; his wife
said to him, “ Move along and give me more room ; I don’t feel very
well, and will try to get to sleep;” he said he moved along, and
there was nothing more said; said “he was awakened about two
o'clock, or it might be between two and three, by a noise in the barn,
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which he supposed to be the horses; found himself crowded, and
said “ Maria, move,” or shove ; she did not move ; he then said he
“tried to move her with his hands ; she was stiff;” he put his hand
upon her forehead, and it was * a kinder cool ;” he then found she
was dead, and alarmed the family ; I asked him if her appetite had
been good about that time ; he answered, “ I don’t know but it was
as good as usual.”

Cross-examined.—This was between twelve and one o'clock of
the 9th of March; I believe they had then completed the post
mortem examination ; it was the day of the funeral ; the prisoner
had been arrested before this conversation took place; I believe I
made no remarks to prisoner before he addressed me.

David Young, for prosecution—I reside at Clarksville ; know
the prisoner; knew his wife for some two years preceding her death ;
on tEe morning of her death, saw her at Hendrickson’s ; it was not
far from nine o’clock ; I noticed in the corpse a fullness of the face
greater than when living.

O. H. Chittenden, for proseculion—Am a surtogate of Albany
county. (The witness produced the record of the will of Lawrence
Van Dusen, which was read to the court and jury.)

Maria Schoonmaker recalled for cross-examination.—1I live about
4 miles from Mr. Hendrickson’s ; have always lived at home; have
been acquainted with prisoner about a year; I received the daguer-
reotype and ring from prisoner at a ball at Veeder’s, a year ago last
February ; he was sitting beside me, and opened the daguerreotype
and held it before me; I said “it looked very natural, I guess Ill
take it;” I took it and put it in my dress pocket, and got up and left
him ; a short time after that he came and sat down beside me again ;
he said, “Maria, how natural that ring looks upon your finger ; will
you let me see it ?” Thanded it to him ; I told him he might take it,
if he would give me his in exchange; he took it and 1 took his;
told him I would give it to him the next time I saw him ; I took it
as a joke; danced with him during the evening ; saw him again in
the spring at Miss Lape’s ; he asked me where the ring was; I said
I would give him his if he would give me mine; he said he would
bring or send it; the next day he brought it, and 1 gave him his;
the daguerreotype was at my father’s, and I told him I would send
it by my brother; have never seen prisoner at my house since his
marriage ; if he has been there it was unknown to me; he came to
Mr. Lape’s three times while I was there, but I can’t say he came
there to see me.

Direct examination resumed.—1I think T have stated all the con-
versation that took place at Veeder's; I don’t remiember whether he
said anything about his marriage with his wife or not ; Hendrickson
never cl}i'd state to me that he was compelled to marry his wife, as I
recollect ; never said anything of the kind, to the best that I recol-
lect ; I think his wife was not at the ball ; it was in February, 1852 ;
I can’t recollect what I swore to before the grand jury; it is a year,
this month, since I last saw prisoner ; my family did not know that
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I had the daguerreotype : T kept it in my own room; I have been

twice to Me%l.-:lrs. Wl?e:l-]at;m an-:}} Hadley’syﬂﬂiﬂﬁi I have been there

since I have been subpenaed upon this trial.
Cross-ezamined.—Had no conversation with Mr. Hadley.
Prosecution here rested.

L]

The prosecution liaving here rested their case, Mr. WHEJ.TD‘H
opened to the jury the case on the part of the prisoner, as follows :

OPENING FOR THE DEFENCE.

Gentlemen of the Jury: P, il

I feel, on this occasion, peculiarly the responsibility of my position
as counsel for the prisoner; not so much on account of the tesimony,
as it has been given in and taken down a%ainst. him—because, by
what we have to offer on our part, we shall change its complexion
so much you will hardly be able to recognize it—as In consequence
of the extreme zeal that has been exhibited, ever since the trial com-
menced, by the public prosecutors, and the presumptious positiveness
of the medical witnesses. Never have I seen a case in which zeal
iqn t}lte one part, and temerity on the other, has been so openly mani-
ested.

These medical witnesses have delivered their opinions, when they
. could not but be aware that a human life might depend upon them,
with an oracular confidence which, to one experienced in the dan-

‘of placing too much reliance upon opinions founded upon such
acts as they have disclosed, is truly appallina And, gentlemen,
this rashness and temerity in expressing, and obstinacy in adhering
to opinion, appears to be peculiar to the medical profession, and grow,
in a great measure, out of the manner in which their professional
business is conducted. They have no tribunal, to which their pro-
fessional opinions can be referred for review and correction, as we,
legal men, have. They are dogmatical in asserting, and obstinate
and rash in maintaining their opinions, because they are not in the
habit of having them discussed and exposed, by men competent to
show their weakness and fallacy, before a body able and authorized
to decide upon them. If they had, the frequent rebukes they would
receive, and the ridiculous exposures they would be subjected to,

would make them cautious, prudent and modest.

With our profession, our opinions are so often found, on trial, to be
erroneous, and so often overruled by the courts, to whose decisions
we bow with the utmost deference, that the most confident and
vainest of us soon become modest, and to lack, rather than have too
much faith in our own opinions. ‘With all men, however, one thing
is justly, universally observed: the younger, less experienced, and less
knowledge they possess, the more confidence and assurance they
exhibit. These medical witnesses are all young men, with little
experience in the practice of their profession, and I presume, from
the confident manner in which they have delivered their npi’ni:}ns
of less knowledge from books. They exhibited, upon the stand, all

the zeal of partizans, and in that respect were hardly excelled by
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the public prosecutors themselves. Gentlemen, I wish to put you on
your guar a?ainst this inordinate zeal, that has been exhibited here
on the part of this prosecution, that you may see to it that it produ-
ces no improper impression. .

Gentlemen, this is not the first time that I have been called upon
to witness and resist the over-zealous efforts of the public prosecutor
to convict the guiltless. One instance is now fresh in my memory
where he pursued a prisoner, charged with the crime of larceny, with
the same hostile and uncompromising spirit as on this occasion ;
when it subsequently appeared, by the confessions and punishment
of the really guilty, that he was as guiltless as the prosecutor him-
self, and was saved from conviction mainly by.the firmness of the
court.

But, gentlemen, without further preliminary observations, let us
proceed to the case before you.

And, first, let us see what is the issue you are to try. -

In every charge of murder, there are two main questions involved:
First, has a murder been committed? and, Secondly, if there has,
who is the murderer? And these questions are generally decided
upon different and distinet testimony. '

If you find a person has been murdered, that the crime has been
committed, yon then look abroad to find the murderer, the eriminal,

As far as my experience has gone, heretofore, the public prosecu-
tor has always considered it his duty to take the first step fir#t; first
prove a crime had been committed before he has attempted to find
a criminal. On this occasion, however, he has reversed the order,
and has gone abroad for a eriminal before he has shown a crime to
have been committed. He had an object in this, 1 suppose, and I
could easily imagine what it was,

You saw, gentlemen, with what care you were chosen, from the
great body of the people, to ferm this jury. It was done because a
human life was to be committed to your charge. On your deter-
mination the life of a human being was to depend. The humanity
of the law requires, in such cases, a jury that is entirely indifferent,
unprejudic&d, free from bias—looking upon the prisoner as a fellow-
citizen, innocent till proved guilty. But, after you had been thus
cautiously selected, what was the course of the public prosecutor?
Before you were permitted to hear one word of the evidence, for or
against the prisoner, he addressed you for hours in a strain of re-
mark calenlated to excite your indignation and rouse your passions
and prejudices in the highest degree against him,—exhausting his
vocabulary of opprobrious epithets upon him, and accusing him of
all the crimes of the decalogue.

Was ever such a course taken before by a public prosecutor?
Instead of stating, what he expected to prove, for your consideration,
without comment, and leaving it to make its legitimate impression
upon your minds, he colored it and mixed it up with his comments
till it presented a picture too horrible for the mind to contemplate.
Why was this? Toenable you to receive the evidence unbiassed,
and weigh it coolly and dispassionately? And why did he take
this unusual mode of presenting his evidence? To prove the
prisoner might be guilty of a murder, before he proved or attempted
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to prove a murder committed ! Surrounding him with susglcmns
of crime before producing the evidence that any crime ha been
committed ! * L

It was tosblacken his character and excite prejudice; so that you
might receive, with more favor and less hesitancy, the material tes-
timony as to whether the deceased was murdered or died from
natural causes—which is tke great turning point in thiscase. DBut
to return again to the case.

To prove a murder has been committed, two facts must be
established : first, that the deceased did not die of natural causes;
and, secondly, did not die of her own hands.

These two facts being proved, to the exclusion of every doubt,
you then look round to find the hand that caused the death; and
the law then presumes whoever did it is a murderer, and throws
the burden of proof on the party charged to show the mitigating
circumstances, if any, to reduce the crime to one of a lower grade.

But, gentlemen, in this case there will be no question as to the
grade of the crime. If the prisoner’s wife died by his hands—if
he be guilty at all —if he be not as guiltless as either you or I of
the crime charged against him — he is guilty beyond the hope of
redemption. If he took the life of that young, loving and con-
fiding wife, in the manner suggested, there is no depth of crime
which the human imagination can fathom below the deep to which
he has sunk. Its very enormity makes us shudder, and shrink
back, hesitate, and doubt.

The theory of the prosecution is, that the deceased died of poison
administered by her husband, and that poison was aconite, which
he purchased of Burroughs. '

Have they sustained it by evidence? If she did die by poison,
have they proved it was not admintstered by her own hand ?

Thely offer two processes of evidesice to sustain their charge:

r the most important, if established) is, that the poison was
found in her body. Secondly, the post mortem appearances indi-
cating death by poison.

Gentlemen, we shall prove, I think, to your entire satisfaction,
that no satisfactory reliance can be placed on the evidence to sustain
either of these facts, and that they are both fallacious; that the
most that ean be said of them is, that they render probable what
they are used to prove conclusively.

That they leave the fact in doubt whether she died of poison or
by other than natural causes. If that shall turn out so, the case
will end at its first step. :

Gentlemen, to determine the question as to whether the deceased
was murdered, the medical and chemical testimony is alone to be
depended upon, and should be considered apart and by itself, irre-
spective of the other circumstances which, after having” determined
the first question, that she was murdered, will be proper for yon to
consider, in order to find out who was the murderer. No matter what
the prisoner has said or done—no matter that he may have bought
aconite of Burroughs—inquired for prussic acid of Springsteed—said
they would not find arsenic in her stomach, or used his wife badly—
if it is not proved she died of poison, then there is an end to this pros-
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ecution. After it is once clearly proved she came to her death by
poison, these surrounding circumstances become material on the
question, by whose hand was it administered.
* But supposing, for a moment, the body of the crime is proved to
ur satisfaction, let us look for a moment to see what weight shall
e afjtached to these circumstances in determining the criminal.
And first, what circumstances are proved, and more conclusively
roved, because you can draw no inference against the prisoner

m a fact till it is fully proved. The inquiry for prussic acid from
Springsteed, taken in connection with the fact that his sister sent to
Albany by him, that same day, for muriatic acid as a tooth wash,
and that he did not get for her what she sent for, renders it quite
Embahle he made a mistake, and inquired for the wrong article. If

e had made up his mind to poison his wife, would he have been
likely to have gone to his friend, Springsteed, where he was well
known, to get the poison to do it with 7 a poison, too, the very name
of which wounld excite attention. What folly to suppose it! Then,
as to the conversation between the prisoner and his wife, related by
the witness, Mrs. Van Dusen, in which she says his wife charged
him with having, at one other time, got poison for her, what did it
amount to? He asked his wife, when he was coming to Albany, if
he should get her some medicine, and she replied “ No, you will get
some more of that poison you got for me last summer, which I burnt
up and would not take.” What did she mean by this? the witness
herself says, it is not unusual to call medicines poison; she has
heard it called so; is it not likely that she referred to some kind of
medicine she did not like to take, and which she applied the
term of poison to? Would she ever have trusted herself to live with
the man she thought had attempted to poison her? Did her mother
believe the charge to be serious, and still permitted her daughter to
live with a husband that had attempted to take her life by poison ?

She did not take it; she burnt it up. How did she know it was

ison 7 Did he tell her? Let us not dwell upon follies like these.

o show his wantof affection to his wife, the case of Miss Bailey,
from Schoharie, is introduced. .

This is gravely brought forward here to prove he had seriously
intended to marry her, and had fallen desperately in love with her,
and therefore wanted to get rid of his wife. He never saw her be-
fore or since. The only acquaintance he had with her was on one
night, and between the hours of six in the evening and four o'clock
the next morning. And then this extraordinary courtship took
place, and the matrimonial engagement was made—which, as far as
the proof shows, he has never thought of since. On such evidence
as this, yon are called upon to infer he desired to murder his wife
and marry another woman. Is this evidence on which to hang a
man? Why, gentlemen, Schoharie is a place noted for short court-
ships. I have been in Schoharie, and would not like to disclose all
that [ have done there. Why, the counsel was ashamed of the
proof when he had made it, and others were ashamed of him for
making it. Then, too, they bring proof of several family quarrels
between the prisoner and his wife. Why, gentlemen, in my own
experience I have seen such things frequently ; and have found, in
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person in all this great assemblage, including you, gentlemen of the
ury, and the honorable court, that, before this affair happened, ever

eard of the poison of aconite? No, not one. Where then did the
prisoner gain this knowledge ?

Gentlemen, Salisbury never found aconite in that woman’s viscera.
He may believe he did ; he has worked hard to make himself believe
it; he has killed numerous cats and dogs to persuade himself to the
belief. But if he swore to the truth that he had got, as the result of
his analysis, from one-twentieth to a twenty-fifth part of a grain of
the aconitine=—got the powder, got it separated, saw it, tasted it, he
need not have gone further. He had only to preserve it, show it to
other chemists, apply other tests to it which science has established,
and tasted it himself more than once, and finally brought it into
court here, shown it to us all, and let us taste it, as he states that
taste is the true test. He has done no such thing; he rested the
whole on the foolish experiment upon the cat. He has thrown away
his opportunity of making the question sure. He has deprived him-
self of the power of retreat from error, and now, to compensate for
his folly, comes here and makes up in confidence what he wants in
knowledge.

Gentlemen, they tried the experiment several years ago in France,
of execating men on the truth of chemical theories ; but they soon,
found that they could not bring the dead men to life, when the theory,
upon the faith of which they were executed, was found untrue and
exploded. Chemists, they found by dear experience, could change
their opinions, but “the sword of justice could not retrace its steps.”

Physicians could grow wiser, and correct their errors of opinion,
but the correction of the error upon which his life was taken did
not reanimate the dead. And the courts in France profited by the
lesson. Salisbury may live to learn that his opinion, given with
such boldness, is false; but if you confide in it now, what benefit
will it be to the prisoner? The witness may repudiate the opinion,
but that will not disturb the unbroken silence of the grave. Swin-
burne may change his opinion, and doubtlpss will, if he reads his
books or consults his medical associates ; but if you credit him now,
the prisoner will not live to hear of the change ; he will have slept
the sleep that knows no waking.

But, gentlemen, I might ask you, here, why was it that the public
prosecutor relied solely on these two young men? Why not call
some of the older and more experienced in their profession to con-
firm their opinions? Ought he not to have done it? Did you not
expect it? Did you not desire it? i

But, gentlemen, I have now gone hastily over the testimony, as
we propose to present, and if we succeed in establishing the facts, as
1 have sketched them to you, what will then be your opinion of the
case!

The learned counsel then closed by a beautiful and touching ex-
pression of sympathy for the mother of the deceased, in the loss of
a young and lovely daughter; contrasting it, however, with the deep-
er, more terrible, and lasting grief of those who should see a son, in
the prime of life, die an ignominious death upon the gallows.
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caution her lest she should take cold; she was very much out of
health, and he would get medicine for her, when she wanted it; a
short time before her death he was afraid she would get her feet
wel, and went and got her overshoes and put them on for her.

I have never seen him treat her unkindly ; he was twenty-one the
first of last April ; it was about ten o'clock Sunday night that they
got home from church; they came into my kitchen and where I
sleep ; prisoner and his wife retired at nearly 11 o'clock ; they
usually slept in the attic bed-room, where they were the night of her
death ; that Sunday she complained of her hips, back and head ;
she spoke particularly of a distress on the top of her head ; she had
had homepathy medicine, which she carried in her pocket ; she said
but very little after she came from church ; after coming from church
she read the Bible, and some in a religious paper; prisoner and his
wife retired first, leaving me up ; I had taken ginger tea; I could
not lie down, but had to sit up in the bed ; I sat up in that way till
John called out; hadn’t been asleep at all ; I had, until I heard him
call, heard no noise in the house as if any one vomiting; the walls
of their bed-room was lath and plaster; from the room they" slept
in there is a little window opening on to the roof of the part I slept
in ; that window has slats nailed across; they are about six or
eight inches apart; do not think a person could vomit in that room
without my hearing them ; could hear them talk, unless they talked
low; after prisoner gave the alarm, Matthew was the first person in
the room, and I the second; Matthew took the light in; 1 saw her
laying on the bed, near the middle of it, and prisoner was sit-
ting up in the back part of the bed; I looked for something to
rub her with; couldn’t find anything, and told Matthew to get
some camphor and water; he went down and got it; I shook
her band, pushed up her sleeve, and commenced rubbing her
arm ; at that time his father, Catharine and Maria were up there;
I rubbed one arm and his father the other ; Catharine poured
camphor on her stomach ; I then loosened her night-cap; pushed
it back, and rmbbed her temples and face with camphor and water;
we then took and raised her up; prisoner assisted in raising her,
to try to get something in her mouth; I opened her mouth and
tried to get camphor and water in; I took mg fingers and tried
to get her mouth open; opened her teeth and put in the cam-
phor ; we then laid her down ; don’t recollect whether we rubbed
her any more or not; can’t recollect anything else that occurred
till Meads’ folks came; the bed or bed clothes had not been dis-
turbed ; they came there very soon after I went down stairs to
dress myself; had just got dressed when they arrived ; when the
Meads came, I went up with them ; the body and everything
were just as I had left them ; I did not discover on the bed, bed
clothes, or anywhere, any symptoms of her having vomited; I
loosed her night cap; she had a very beautiful, thick head of
hair; I found it smooth and no way disarranged ; there is no way
to get out of that room except through Matthew’s kitchen ; the
stove pipe goes up from Matthew’s stove into their room; the
chamber contained nothing but urine ; John appeared to feel very
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bad; he did not cry out, that I know of ; it was, I think, on Sat-
urday that I heard her complain of a sore lip; she merely put
her finger on her lip when she spoke of it ; I did notnotice 1t that
night when I opened her lips; I thonght the corpse looked very
natural ; her night clothes and the sheets of the bed were tied
up and put under the bed ; it was done after she was laid out;
they lay there eight days before they were ?vaahed; they were
washed by Mrs. Waldron, who lives in the neighborhood ; she is
here ; Matthew and the prisoner were in Albany on Monday of
the week previous to Maria’s death ; they were also in town on
Saturday afternoon ; they were home Tuesday; the Saturday
before Maria’s death, myself, daughters and d_aughtﬂrﬂ-ln-]aw
went on a visit to Mr. Slingerland ; did not eat dinner before we
went ; the last meal taken at our house was about two o’clock on
Sunday ; took dinner and tea together ; we had sausages, tomato
pickles and other things; my daughter-in-law sat at the table;
I did not notice whether she ate anything or not ; she said she
“did not feel like eating ;” she pushed back from the table; she
was very fond of tomato pickles; the day of the post mortem
examination, Mrs. Van Dusen said, ¢ John, Maria must have died
of a fit ;” he said he * thought if she had it would have awoke
him ;”* she said, “You know when she had fits, she could only
sometimes straighten out;” he said, “I have seen her in so
many shapes, I ecan’t tell.” :
Cross-eramined.—] was examined before the grand jury in this
case ; it was between eleven and twelve on Saturday preceding
Maria’s death that we left to go to Slingerland’s; we took break-
fast at six o’clock that morning; I am quite confident we didn’t
partake of any dinner before we went to Slingerland’s; Mrs,
Slingerland asked us to partake of dinner when we got there;
told her we had been to dinner ; did not take dinner there ; pris-
oner’s wife stood at the table, and took a gi&ce of johnny cake ;
do not think she took anything else; she drank a little tea; we
took tea there; John and wife partook with us; previous to this
time, Maria had been in the habit of -taking her meals with the
family; I do not recollect of any day, previous to Saturday, of
Maria’s pushing away from the table; that Sunday morning Ma-
ria sat at the breakfast table ; think, like enough, she did eat; I
recollect that my husband partook of breakfast that Sunday; my
daughter Maria ate breakfast also; did not notice whether John
took breakfast or not; have no recollection whether deceased ate
or not; on Sunday, at dinner, deceased sat down at the same
time with the rest of the familjr_; can’t tell how soon Maria
shoved back ; the others sat there about half an hour; she was
there but a very few minutes; she got up and left the table; staid
in the room; they came home from church about ten o’clock ; all
retired about the same time; Maria read aloud from the Bi ble ;
was engaged but a short time in reading the paper; did not see
her or John go to the pantry before going up stairs; do not recol-
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lect that one of them went there to get a light before going to
bed; I had set a light in Matthew’s Kitchen for them ; my hus-
band, I think, retired to bed before I did; after we had retired,
the house was very still; if there had been loud talking in the
room, I could have heard it; Mariahad a broken tooth in hermouth; I
})ut my fingerintoit to open hermouth; her teeth were shut together;

put themapart withmy fingers; Idon’t recollect that I had any trou-
ble indoing it; donot recollect that I swore before grand jury that I
pried them open with my fingers ; do not think I swore I could
not get them far enough apart to get anything into her mouth ; if
I did I was mistaken ; I don’t know that [ injured her lips; the
first noise I heard was John when he called for a light; as near
as I can recollect, he cried, *« Matthew, bring a light I after I had
got up stairs prisoner said he was awakened by the noise of the
horses ; that he thought that she crowded him ; laid near the mid-
dle of the bed ; that he said, ¢ Maria, shove ;”’ she did not answer ;
that he shoved her a little; that he turned round, took hold of
her, and she appeared to be weighty; he put his hand on her
head and it was cold; he then called out ; he said that after going
to bed she told him to turn around, that she did not feel very
well and would like to go to sleep; that they had laid about an
hour talking ; after I came up he called her by name several
times, “ Maria! Maria!” 1 did not think her dead when I came
up ; her face was cold ; the bed clothes were turned over from
her chest; one of her arms was lying down by her side; she
appeared to be asleep; looked pale; %ou-nd no vial or drinking
vessel about the bed; Maria was quite a fleshy woman; when
she came home that Sunday evening she did not appear to be
very lively; did not swear before grand jury that she was lively
the evening she came from church; it was up stairs that John
had the conversation with me which I have related ; I think I did
not swear before the grand jury that John had not said one word
to me about Maria’s death; do not remember swearing before
grand jury that John’s calling out woke me up, or that I did not
know which woke first, myself or husband.

Direct eramination resumed.—There was no vessel in the room,
that I saw or heard of, exceTt the chamber; Catharine Ann
brought the camphor up in a vial; Ishould think it was about eight
o'clock in the evening that I left the light for John in Matthew’s

room.

Nancy Waldron (colored), for /enﬂa.—Lives in Bethlehem, a
mile and a half from Hendrickson’s; occasionally do washing for
them ; heard of the death of Mrs. Hendrickson; didn’t know
her ; nine days after her death did washing for Mrs. Hendrickson ;
there was a bundle of clothes—bed clothes, and lady’s night
clothes—handed me by Miss Maria ; there were no stains on any
of those sheets or clothes which resembled vomiting ; I examined

them before 1 washed them.
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to find the lungs collapsed; and the urinary bladder same as In
ordinary cases; the gall bladder also; delirium tremens 18 ano-
ther ; in some cases the brain would show the marks, and in some,
not; should expect to find them in the stomach ; I am not sure
but that in cases of death by delirium tremens, the stomach
would, present very much such an appearance as the stomach
in this case; it would be corrugated and very much contracted ;
I regard alcohol as a poison, and 1 think pure alecohol an irritant;
in many cases of apoplexy, I believe one would not be able to
discover any assignable cause for death; in such cases should
expect to find all the organs healthy; in EpilEpSﬁ gene:rali}*
should expect to find effusion on and congestion of the brain; I
cite death by prussic acid as another instance; unless you find
the poison in the stomach, you have no assignable cause of
death; death in this case would be through the action upon the
nerves ; should expect to find all the organsin a natural condi-
tion; in the case of a sun stroke, I have heard of brains being
opened and no marks discovered in the brains; sudden joy has
caused death; and the post mortem appearances would be the
same as those in the case of fear; I do not think I ever did dis-
sect for the purpose of finding the cause of death in either of the
cases I have mentioned; I got my descriptions of the appearan-
ces they would present from my reading ; and Ido not know that
I have ever dissected to find the cause of death in any case of
death by mineral irritants except arsenic; 1 have in cases of
opium ; in cases of irritant poison I should expect to find inflam-
mation of the throat, stomach, bowels and the meat pipe ; there
might be a corrosion, but not without it was a metallic irritant;
should not expect to find anything else very indicative of poison
in cases of an irritant; the ruué:kls membrane might be inflamed;
if the stomach were empty, should expect to find it contracted;
if a metallic irritant, should expect to find the stomach empty
from vomiting; I should expect vomiting because the irritation
would produce inflammation, and the inflammation would
produce vomiting; should expect to find vomiting in all cases
of poisons, where they are irritant, were the dose large enough ;
where the stomach is emptied by an irritant poison, should
expect to find imflammation and contraction; should always
expect to find it so when it was emptied; strictly speaking,
inflammation and congestion are not the same thing; inflamma-
tion is disputable ground, on which the profession differ; I should
say, from the descriptions of this stomach, that there was inflam-
mation and contraction in this to a great degree; here we
have two prominent evidences of vomiting; I can’t tell of a
single disease, in my knowledge, that will produce these two
appearances without vomiting; I don’t know of any such dis-
ease; the appearance of the bladder merely showed that she
died soon after going to bed; I think the disease of the womb
produced the contraction of the urinary bladder; the contraction
produced by the inflammation might be produced at intervals if
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it was spasmodic contraction; it is owing to want of secre-
tions of the kidneys; I could not say whether I would expect
to find coutraction in such a case as this after death ; I never saw
one; in that case the bladder might be perfectly health}r; if
healthy, they collapse ; the shape is changed, though the diame-
ter would remain the same ; 1 have never seen such acase ; I get
my opinion from reading Bell's Anatomy; if I found the gall
bladder more than half empty, [ would not deem it an indication
of vomiting; have seen a gall bladder entirely empty without
vomiting, and there being no unhealthy action in any other part;
the gall in the bladder is a safety fund; it is put there for ordi-
nary use in every meal, and to aid in digestion; the liver only
throws out gall’into the gall bladder ; it may pass into the gall
bladder, and so to the dunﬁenum, without stopping at all in the gall
bladder; that is not a diseased action ; I have never known of a
case of severe vomiting without emptying the gall bladder; gall
is usually carried to the duodenum to aid digestion; it it
gshould cease to flow for any length of time, it would be
apt to cause colic; if the patient had taken her ordinary
meals, T don’t know how the intestines could have been emptied
without vomiting ; supposing she had taken her meals regularly
before death (jejunum ordinarily empty), the process of digestion
gradually propelled forward, gradually passes into the jejunum ;
absorption is performed in the jejunum; the food don’t remain
in that organ; it is usually empty; I think food passes more
rapidly, as it goes through that, than through the illium; it re-
mains longer in the duodenum than jejunum, taken in cgmparison
with its length ; it remains longer than in the illium ; peristaltic
motion is stronger in the jejunum than in the illium ; the muscu-
lar fibres are stronger; that contributes to the emptiness of
the jejunum; I cannot assign any other cause; that would not
account for the empty state of the illium; I did not know I was
called to testify to vomiting any more than to say that, in cases
of violent vomiting, it could be heard some distance ; the food
from the illium might have gone into the colon ; 1 heard the de-
scription of the colon; if there was mno vomiting, all that was
above the colon must have gone into the colon; if the supper
was at 2 P. M., and was of ham and sausage, the stomach and
duodenum might have been cleaned in 7 hours; I could not an-
swer whether there would be any traces left; if the food had

nssed into the cecum and colon in 7 hours, it would not be as
well digested ; it would be thin and watery ; if it had passed from
diarrhea and dysentery, there would as li kely be purging as not;
more likely; it would never get there, where there was no vomit-
ing, without a diseased state of the bowels.

Adjourned till to-morrow (this) morning at nine o'clock,
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TWELFTH DAY.
SATURDAY, June 25.

Barent P. Staats— Cross-ezaminationresumed —There is no mark of
“distinction between the jejunum and illium; were they Iaid_tn—
gether, you could not tell within probably two feet; there is a
more distinct line between the duodenum and jejunum ; there
‘is no particular line to mark the distinction; it is shaded off gra-
dually, as a picture; the gall bladder lies at the lower extreity
of the liver; liver has a convex and concave surface; the gall
bladder is partially attached to the concave surface ; it is slightl{
attached to it when the convex and concave form begin; the gall
is ejected from the bladder by compression; the gall bladder has
" a kind of peristaltic motion ; the duct from the bladder unites
with the pancreatic duct; 1 have said, in a case of vomiting I
- should expect the gall bladder to be empty ; there is more diffi-
culty in emptying a bladder by compression, when half full, than
when full; when 1 find extreme contraction, congestion and cor-
rugation of the stomach, and of inflammation of the mucus, emp-
tiness of the urinary and gall bladders, I should not attribute it
to any particular cause; an irritant poson might be likely to produce

such appearances; in cases of irritant poison [ should certainly ex-
" pect to find some of them; none of them would be opposed to
the hypothesis of poison; have no opinion as to what caused
these appearances; if I had met with them in any natural disease
- I should have formed an opinion; when I have made post mor-
tem edminations, these appearances would not be always pres-
ent; it would depend upon who the man was, whether he would
be better qualified to judge of the cause than myself; if he was
honest and intelligent, and had experience in such cases, he might;
~ some men gain nothing by experience; I do not mean to apply
~ these remarks to Dr. Swinburne; | have used some of the nar-
cotic irritants; have used arsenic, which I deem one; peo-
ple differ in regard to arsenic, whether it is narcotic or not;
1 did yesterday say it was corrosive; [ think it is a narcotic; I
have used it in a form so as to make a marked constitutional ef-
fect; used it in Fowler's solutions ; it is used as an alterative,
and also to allay nervous irritation; hence I call it nareotic;
have never examined a stomach for arsenic ; use no other nareotic
poison, so little is known of them, and they are so dangerous in
their administration ; 1 do not know what a practical ¥ chemist,
precisely, means; some people call themselves so; 1 am not one,
but have prepared most of my own medicines ; never have ex peri-
mented on aconite ; never but once administered it, and then in
a case of neuralgia; never saw a stomach in which it had been
introduced ; Beck tells of two or three cases of men who were
poisoned with it; one had inflammation in the stomach, and the
other had none; in this answer, as stated by Beck, I am com-
pelled to rely upon dissection as the test; he also says that in
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death from the brain may also ensue from atrophy and effusion
in the brain; I cannot say that the brain in this case showed any
symptoms of either of these six causes of death; as described
by Drs. Swinburne and Salisbury, there were no symptoms other
than opacity and adhesion; persons do not often die of other
diseases, where, ona post mortem examination, you find exten-
sive opacity and adhesion of these membranes; ordinarily I
would not consider the appearance of this brain, the adhesion
and opacity, any cause for death; if death ensued from the ad-
hesion and opacity, and this alone, I should not expect to find the
other organs in a normal state; in case of death from disease of
the brain, I would not look for all the appearances of the stomach
as described by the doctors in this case; 1 should expect to find
a slight inflammation of the stomach; of the substance of the
brain, in this case there was no disease; the arachnoid membrane
has various offices; it goes in between the convolutions of the
brain; it is a very sensitive membrane; it separates the dura
from the pia mater; don’t know whether it secretes or not; it is
very important to life ; most of the diseases of the brain are in
the arachnoid membrane ; this membrane lines the dura mater,
and, covering the dura mater, follows the latter in all its courses ;
the dura mater lies next the skull; I do not know that the
arachnoid membrane acts as a cushion to relieve the motion of
the brain; it is elastic; I believe it is a secreting organ, on both
surfaces; I have never seen or read of a disease of that organ
which was sufficient to produce death without a large secretion of
serum upon the brain; it is the general rule that it would not;
never knew or read of a case where it produced sudden death,
unless in epileptic fits ; irritation of the brain sometimes produces
epilepsy ; there was no irritation of the brain here.

Direct evamination resumed.—Have been in practice some 35
years ; am occasionally finding anomalous cases of death ; in case
of Mr. Koon, who died suddenly, I was present at the post mor-
tem examination ; recollect slight inflammation on the inside of
the skull, where he struck on the floor ; I ascribed his death to
the slight lesion discovered; he lived about two weeks; the
appearance of the lesion in that case was not so evident as is
described in the arachnoid membrane in this case; in the case of
Koon, the lesion on the dura mater was not larger than a two
shilling piece ; there was a slight inflammation around it ; there
was no other indication I discovered ; the arachnoid membrane is
more delicate than the dura mater ; I should ascribe the constant
headache to the indication on the brain; there was a chronic
inflammation; had I seen the indications on the head, before death,
which have been revealed since, I should have believed that she
would continue to be troubled with severe paroxysms of head-
ache ; Mr. Koon continued to attend to his business four or five
days after his injury, he died in ten or twelve days; of that time
he was I think confined to his bed four or five days ; he complained
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only of pain in the head; in some cases of sudden death you
will find the stomach very much inflamed, without any other as-
signable cause; writers say this appearance, the redness and in-
flammation of the stomach, after death, increases ; it depends on
other causes, for instance whether the stomach is empty or not;
the same appearances are sometimes presented in the small intes-
tines, but in a less degree ; the best authors desecribe the stomach,
after having discharged its functions, as folding up; it contracts
in length and breadth; the folding or the ruga of the stomach
d&ﬂ not alone indicate an unhealthy state ; the stomach contracts
as well as collapses ; should not expect to find bile in a healthy
stomach ; I suppose that if the patient had vomited all the con-
tents of the stomach and intestines, as described by Dr. Swin-
burne, some traces of it would have been left in its passage up-
wards ; I cannot say, from the appearance of the fecal matter
found and described by Dr. Salisbury, that there was a passage
down, through the illium, into the colon ; there probably was;
excluding all other appearances than those on the arachnoid
membrane, I should have attributed death to that alone; I do
not think the condition of the womb, as described, any direct
cause of death; it might have produced hysteria, and that, con-
vulsions and fits, which, by affecting the brain, might have ter-
minated in death; I have read of cases of hysteria which pro-
duced violent congestion and contraction of the stomach.
Chemical authors state that there are no tests by which the
presence of vegetable alkaloids can be certainly discovered ; acon-
itine is a vegetable alkaloid ; morphine is a ve%etable alkaloid,
the most used, and this cannot be detected by chemical tests; I
have preseribed a great deal in the country around; when they
speak of * poison,” they generally have reference to ratsbane ;
all medicines are poison, more or less; I have known muriatic
acid used a great deal by country people for cleansing teeth ; it is
much diluted, but it makes a very bad wash; I do not believe
that aconitine can be found in a stomach by any chemical test
and analysis which, by human ingenuity, have yet been discov-
ered ; [ speak, of course, from what 1 have read.
Cross-examined.—1 will not swear there is such a thing as aconi-
tine; I believe there is such a thing as aconitine; I believe it is
a salt, and is thg active principle of a plant; I do not know how
it is procured, but know it is procured ; I should t_hink that the
process by which it is procured would produce it, wherever it
existed, under precisely the same circumstances; it would not
under any other circumstances; can’t say what effect the stom-
ach would have upon the salt; if aconite had been thrown from
a stomach, unless mixed with and affected by the Juices, aconi-
tine might be discovered; if the stomach was empty, it might
also be discovered when thrown out; cannot say what authors
say that you cannot reproduce it; 1 t_hin_k Ch_rist,isun. says 50 I
think he says there are no tests which indicate it ; Christison may
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lime, or some resinous body; the taste of that precipitate
procured from the contents of the stomach, if it was phosphate
of lime, might be no taste at all ; and if it was a resinous hnd:f,
it might have had the taste peculiar to whatever resinous body it
was ; after having mixed the two residuums produced together, I
should not like to have drawn any inference from the taste ina
court of justice, having procured a liquid in one case and PII*EEIEI—
tate in another; I do not think he could have been ]{;umtwe e
had found aconitine in either ; I think the distillation by potassa
threw an uncertainty upon the whole result, and therefore I pre-
fer not to express an opinion in regard to it; I think his not
having examined the stomach and bowels, to see whether they
were acid or alkaligg, threw uncertainty over all the proceedings,
especially in the search for acids ; my mode for testing for aconite
would have been to have cut the parts in small pieces, and digested
them in pure concentrated alcohol, cold; should use it cold, be-
cause if I employed heat I should throw into the analysis a
powerful chemical force, which, along with the alcohol, might
produce new changes, and give rise to production of matter which
might mislead me; having thus digested, should then filter, and
taste it; if I found this acrid, tingling taste and bitterness, I
should then consider that probably aconite was present ; it would
be a strong probability ; if I could not distinguish the taste, after
proceeding thus far, I should make up a fictitious mixture, of near
the same materials as possible (mucus, fat meat, matters resem-
bling the stomach), and mix it with alcohol and a .solution of
aconite, and proceed as [ did in the first case ; if in the one case,
say from an ounce of the solution of tincture of aconite, I pro-
cured a reasonable tingling sensation and acridity, and in the
other case I did not, I should reasonably infer that aconite was
not present, and would not pursue the investigation further; I
have taken a portion of cubebs and a portion of pickled tomatoes,
a small piece of fat, and a portion of egg beat up, which I sub-
jected to the action of alcohol, filtered it, and obtained a solution
which did give a hot taste and a tingling sensation and numbness;
in one case I used potassa, in the other did not; there was a
resemblance in the taste to aconitine; can’t positively say I
obtained that which answered to the taste of aconitine.

Q. With what confidence would you rely upon your single
taste in detecting the presence of aconitine ?

A. Except it was present in very considerable quantities, so as
to produce a terrible taste, I should not rely upon it at all ; have
never killed cats or dogs; I heard Dr. Salisbury’s account of his
killing a cat ; if he had subjected the viscera of the cat, after he
had Killed her by aconite, to his tests, to see if he could repro-
duce aconitine, I think it would have been very useful; if, after
killing the cat, he had subjected the viscera to his acid tests, it
would not have thrown any light upon the subject to me, for the
reason that I have no faith in those tests.
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and he re-opened it and gives you this farther deseription Counsel again referred
to the testimony of the Dr., which is familiar to all who ham{wu.tched the case.

- You will see a combination of appearances here—it is not a single symptom, Lul a,
combination of them—such as we have never known or réad of before, and on these
appearances are we compelled to rely.

What does S8winburne tell you of these appearances? He says he discovered no'
cause of death except in the stomach and small intestines; he found wflammation
there; he tells you it was indicative of the presence of an irritant substance, and'
tells you she came to her death by poison, and in his opinion the poison was aconite.
He does not do this on opinion merely; he experiments subsequently with aconite’
"P;“ a d&ﬁ. and w;r its af;:tl:. e '

ow, the counsel has made, or attem to make, a great deal of fun abont '
dog. It was administered to it for the purpose of ;idi?:g in solving a pmm.,:ﬂ'
whether this woman vomited or not. The Dr. tells you it vomited some tweuty'
times, He also poisoned a cat, aud he saw one poisoned by Dr. Balisbury ; and, from?
the characteristic effects, he says this woman was poisoned by the same substauce.

But counsel say we have no one to corroborate S8winburne as to the appearances.’
Where are Doctors Ingraham and 8mith? Do they not do this, and do they not also
Imlt she was poisoned 1 And here let me say that Drs. Emmons and Staats cor-
roborate Swinburne in this part of the case.

Having disposed of the medical evidences, we now approach the chemieal; and itsim-

uce in connection with the cause of death has been properly appreciated by the
umed advocate. Counsel felt it to be so, and brought all his strength to demolish'
the evidence. [ admitthat here we rely upon the evidence of Dr. Salisbury ; and itie
sustained, notwithstaudiug the assault aud invectives of counsel. '

Who is James H. Salisbury? We hear little of him at lirst, except that he has come
up to the position he now occupies, pretty much as did Dr. Swinburne; by his own’
energy and perseverance. He was from Cortland connty; we hear of him at the'
Homer ncul_am’;r, where, from what he says, I should think chemistry, at that early’
day, was his favorite study; from thence he goes to the Rensseluer academy, and’
finully we find him inthe State laboratory, under Dr. Emmons. Here he pursued in-'
vestigations in organic chemistry; and [ put it to you if this was not a school from_
which a man of intelligence and ability might acquire a front rauk in his profession ¥
There is no man in the city of Albauy, or iu the conntry, who has a purer character, a
moreexalted character for truth, honor and integrity, than James H. Balisbury. I have’
knowa him four or five years, and I say none o much in saying that there is no man)
more exemplary. I he were the villain counsel has represente , could not some one’
in this city, where he has lived ana is known, have been found to come forward and’
say so? And L now ask connsel if hecan reconcile his gross attack on this young mran’
with his sense of duty aud propriety, when he is mmpijlad to admit, by his failure 10’
lmEearh him, that bis character is above geproach 1

sentlemen, Dr. Salisbury is pure in his life, in his walk, in his acts ; and show me"

such a man, aud he cannot commit perjory. o

More may be said of him. 1 do no diseredit to the chemical world, when I say that
I believe he knows more about aconitine than any man livinf. Hé has given it the
most untiring, unwavering attention; has bronghtio his aid allt at ecience, and all that'
experiment and investigation can furnish in regard to it; and, I repeat, I believe he*
knows more about it than any man in the world.

If we bring to the stand a witness to develope truth, who shall we bring there bat’
the honest, the intelligent, the pure man? Gentlemen, I ask you to believe Dr. Salis~
bury because of his intelligence and his character, and the intrinsic evidence he givea

u of his honesty ; and yet he is charged by the prisoner's counsel with p-:r:img! | &

0 nt?l:':lt believe in this cﬁ&rging a man with perjury, to rob the gallows of a fitting’
vietim. - :

Now, what does he tell us of the appearances, corroborating as he does, Dr. Bwin=
burne! Iread to you. (Dr. Salisbury's testimony was here read.) This is by Dr.
Salisbury, who openedand examiued the intestines ; upon this he gives you an opinion,
He tells you, gentlemen, that these appearances show that she vomited, and that she*
was poisoned, and that the poison was aconite; and this he proved by experiments
whhﬁn made for the purpose of satisfying himself. '

Gentlemen, I ask you, in view of the responsibility he incurs here, and the delicate
connection he has with this case, what was there wrong in his confirming his opinion:*
by making these experiments upon animals ! Hedid confirm them thus, and he came
here to give us the honest resalt of his labors, > i

In counection with the medical evidence, I trust the ju will bear in mind the clap-
trap offer, so vauntingly made by the prisoner’s counsel during his argument, to then'
introduce upon the stand medical men in this eity, aud see what their opinion was in;
r to the testimony of our medical witnesses, presuming they would be adverse to
them. I would be willing to leave the case this hypothesis ; so plain is it, that every
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