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158 FEIGNED DISEASES.

When a soldier applies for a certificate of
disability, the surgeon looks first for general
signs of physical disqualification; and special
observation is invited by the nature of his
local complaints. If what has been said on
the marks of ill health in former paragraphs
is recollected, much ground is covered in the
outset of the inspection by this constitutional
view. When disease exists in organs of
assimilation, emaciation follows necessarily on
the loss of supply to the system. If rheu-
matic or neuralgic irritation is of long stand-
ing, medical physiognomy exhibits, in addition
to other evidences, a peculiar anxiety in the
countenance, as if the muscles, expressive of
painful suffering, had become fixed in that
expression. When youth or early manhood
shows emaciation, though without local signs,
destructive constitutional process is at work.,
By these general considerations the surgeon

is readily introduced to those of local lesion













162 FEIGNED DISEASES.

able causes for this irruption of the disease;
and if the right eye be principally or generally
affected, the surgeon may properly suspect
artificial causes.

Soldiers destroy each others’ eyes in order
to obtain pensions. Now, what has been done
in foreign services in numerous cases, may be
practised in our service in individual instances,
for there is a very great proportion of foreign-
ers in the United States Army.

Temporary opacity of the cornea is produced
artificially by pencilling that membrane with
nitrate of silver. The various forms of opa-
city, mentioned under the head of examination
of recruits, are all either so obstinate or so
incurable as to require discharge. The nebula
should be carefully treated, as it is often en-
tirely removed; and is perhaps the only opa-
city that is removed without operation.

Cataract, though removable by operation,
does not offer much prospect for recovering
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