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PREFACE.

— e

Tne immediate circumstances which have given
rise to the publication of this volume, are of sufficient
interest to be communicated to the reader. Indeed,
such a communication is rendered necessary, not so
much in consideration of the personal interests of the
author as on account of the honor and greatness of the
Cause to which he has devoted his best energies.

Two days previous to the last Commencement in the
Homceopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania, the
author was removed from the Chair of Materia Medica
and Therapeutics which he had filled with honor to
himself, and with acknowledged advantage to the
Class and to the Cause of Homaopathy, Noft a single
complaint had been preferred against him, so far as he
knew. He was removed by a brief notice sent to him
by the Board of Managers, that the Chair of Materia
Medica and Therapeutics had been declared vacant.

The author’s position in the Homeeopathic School is
so public that an event of this kind could not possibly
take place without creating a sensation. Moreover,
the Classes who had attended his lectures, were accus-
tomed to regard him in the light of a standard-bearer.
They loved and respected him. They felt that the
great Cause to which they were anxious to bear testi-
mony, was safe in his hands. He was especially
entrusted with the business of initiating them into its
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glorious beauties, and they were willing, especially the
more intellicent members of the Class, to listen to his
teachings with confidence and respectful attention.
The author had been appointed by the Faculty to
deliver the Valedictory. The paper was printed and
the students expected to hear a discourse that would
not be discreditable to the Cause or to the Occasion,
from a teacher in whose integrity of purpose and
devotion to their best interests they could have, and
did have, the most unbounded -confidence. The
Commencement took place, but the address was not
delivered by the friend whose welcome voice they
expected to hear for the last time previous to their
final departure. The Board of Managers had separated
him from the flock of which he had endeavored to be
a faithful shepherd. The Commencement, instead of
being a scene of triumph, was more like a funeral.
All the true-hearted and enlightened students of which
this year’s Class could boast, bade the author a final
farewell with a spirit of sadness and disappointment,
The author has become satisfied, after mature reflec-
tion, that his slaughter was inevitable. He had taught
a higher and nobler Truth, which his enemies were
determined to annihilate, During the author’s connec-
tion with the College, the Classes had steadily increased
in number. He does not claim this success as the
exclusive result of his own labors; he is content with
sharing it with his colleagues. But he does feel
privileged to assert, that his colleagues had confidence
in his honesty, in his devotion to the cause of Homamo-
pathy, and in his ability to discharge the arduous
duties of his Chair to their satisfaction. He feels
privileged to assert, that this confidence inspired them
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with new hope in the declining fortunes of the Institu-
tion, and with new vigor in devoting themselves to
their respective Chairs.

In thus testifying in favor of himself, the author
disclaims every improper motive of self-praise. The
trying circumstances through which he has passed,
do not permit him to remain silent, when he feels
confident that, in slaughtering him, the enemies of
Progress and Truth, have sought to exterminate the
germs of Life which it was his most anxious and pure
desire to scatter among the young gentlemen, who saw
fit to confide their medical education to our hands.
No, he must not remain silent. Honor, Duty, Devo-
tion to the glorious Cause of true Science and Human-
ity, yea, the very instinct of self-preservation, compel
him to set himself right before his professional breth-
ren, and to exhibit in broad daylight the banner under
which he has made earnest, though humble efforts, to
promulgate the great Principles of our Science in a
manner that was intended to appeal, and did appeal, to
the highest Reason of every intelligent student of the
Class.

The author feels anxious, in making this public
statement, to separate every unessential circumstance
from the principles involved in the late events that
have convulsed our School. After having considered
the matter, in his own mind, in the spirit of Charity
and Common Sense, he has come to the conclusion
that the facts could not be presented in a perfectly
intelligible form, unless the whole Series were exhi-
bited with all its intermediate links. The author
would have to furnish details which, to some, might
seem personal, and, to others, trifling and irrelevant ;
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he has therefore concluded to allude to facts only in so
far as they bear upon the principles involved in the
great Struggle which he and his friends are now fight-
ing, and which they are determined to fight to the
end. The great principles of philosophical Organiza-
tion, of scientific Truth and moral Integrity underlie
the Contest that is now being waged in the Homao-
pathic School, and more especially in the Homaeopathic
Medical College of Pennsylvania, by a band of manly
spirits against a Clique of secret mischief-workers, who,
in order to secure the triumph of their sophisms, have
to call to their aid the black arts of Intrigue and Slan-
der. They will not succeed. The God of Truth is
doing battle for us, and we feel confident of achieving
a glorious Victory.

A new Era has dawned upon the Homceopathic
School. Seminaries, where the new Science of Thera-
peutics is taught, are springing up in various sections
of our great country. The author’s connection with
the oldest Homeeopathic Medical College of America
has enabled him to derive many useful suggestions
bearing upon the character and organization of these
Institutions. It is with a view to aiding their opera-
tions and to insuring their success that the author
offers a few hints upon this subject, in the spirit of a
man who has made the Cause of Humanity the highest
aim and object of his endeavours.

Four points are particularly involved in the creation
of these Seminaries of the Future ; they are

1. A jusT ORGANIZATION ;

2. EFFICIENCY OF ALL THE CHAIRS :
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3. MorAL INTEGRITY ;
4. UnirY oF DOCTRINE, LIBERAL AND PROGRESSIVE
TEACHINGS, AND A GENUINE LOVE OF THE TruTH,

1. A JUST ORGANIZATION.

In our country, Colleges and Universities are gene-
rally under the control of a Board of Managers. The
author has no advice to offer in reference to the
manner in which the financial affairs of these institu-
tions should be conducted. He simply claims the
privilege of reminding the members of a Faculty of a
Homaopathic Medical College that they are the
depositaries of a glorious Truth, which can neither be
comprehended nor taught by men who love place and
power, who truckle to the Rulers and are afraid of
being free and independent, vowing allegiance to no
other authority than that of God, and the dictates of
their own conscience.

On the other hand, he begs leave to remind the
Board of Managers of the sacred duties devolving
upon the members of a Faculty. If these gentlemen
are hirelings, they are unworthy of the trust confided
to their hands. If they are inspired by the manly
spirit of Reformers, they will never do less than their
duty; they may be disposed at all times to do more.

It would be well, if the Board of Managers were
themselves possessed of a sufficient knowledge of the
principles and facts of the great Science which Hahne-
mann’s genius has revealed to the world, to be able to
appreciate the efforts of the Professors, and to judge of
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the character of their teachings, without having to
depend, for an opinion, upon the suggestions of out-
side parties. Such influences may tend to bias the
minds of the Managers in a wrong direction, of which
recent events in the bosom of our own School have
furnished abundant and striking evidence. In order
to prevent hasty and unjust measures, or injurious
changes, the Professors should not be removable
at the pleasure of the Managers; they should hold
their office during good behaviour, nor should they
ever be removed except for grossly immoral conduct,
or for evident incapacity to discharge the duties of
their office.

The second point which we desire to consider, is

EFFICIENCY OF THE CHAIRS.

In Medical Colleges which are more particularly
organized for the purpose of promulgating the great
principles of the homcopathic Science of Therapeutics,
the Chairs of Materia Medica, Theory and Practice,
and Surgery, are invested with a peculiar interest,
The Chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics consti-
tutes the distinguishing feature in the new organiza-
tion, and may prove its glory or shame, according as it
is filled by a man who seeks to rear the new Science
upon the broad basis of Nature’s nosological system, or
by a man who makes Homceopathy to consist in the
endless mass of trifles and baseless sophisms that are
even now supposed, by the uninformed, to constitute
the very soul of Hahnemann’s great discovery.
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A recent pamphlet issued by Messrs, Samuel A.
Jones, Jacob Reed, Jr, and Francis Hahnemann
Ehrman, has revealed the fact that the Chairs of Sur-
geryand Practice in the Homeopathic Medical College
of Pennsylvania, were not filled in harmony with the
high and progressive principles of modern Science.
The lectures on Surgery are complained of as having
been deficient in anatomical accuracy, and the depart-
ment of operative Surgery seems to have been particu-
~ larly open to severe strictures.

During the three years that the Professor of Practice
has lectured on this branch, not a single pathological
specimen has ever been shown to the Class. From
the teachings which the students have received from
this Chair, they could never have learned to distinguish
between an inflamed and a sound lung, an inflamed or
a healthy pericardium. The students complained
bitterly and universally of this utter absence of every
vestige of Pathological Anatomy. The teachings were
moreover of an exceedingly roving character, and the
mass of remedies for every trifling symptom was abso-
lutely shocking to the common sense of ‘the Class.
Six and more drugs were mentioned for the cure of
bunions and corns.

- These facts should not be stated, nor even be alluded
to in the remotest degree, if a broad principle, yea,
the very life of Homeeopathy, were not violated or
endangered by such teachings. If such statements
seem personal, the author must not be held respon-
sible for these personalities. He has been expelled
from the Faculty of the College with an evident
design to inflict disgrace upon him before the Profes-
sion, and to destroy the influence he exercised upon
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the Class. Why was he thus expelled? Personal
hatred and revenge had undoubtedly something to
do with the perpetration of this ill-advised act. DBut
there was another reason for it, which the Managers
have expressed to him in these words: “ You did not
adhere to the teachings of pure Homeopathy.” Yes,
the author was slaughtered as the representative of
a Principle; a higher, nobler and more scientific con-
ception of the idea which Hahnemann has sought to
embody in his celebrated formula, ¢ SiMILIA SIMILIBUS
Curantur.” It is as of the representative of a prin-
ciple, that the author desires to speak of his former
colleague, the Professor of Practice; as a representa-
tive of this principle, this gentleman has discharged
his duties to the Class in a conscientious manner, and
he has lectured with as much efficiency as the prin-
ciple, under whose banner he advocates the cause of
Homeeopathy, would permit him to do.

This principle is the same superannuated idea of
Homeeopathy which has exposed the Cause and its
advocates to so much unmerited derision; the brain-
less and heartless symptom-fabric which shuts out the
light of heaven, and seems afraid to exhibit its rags to
the public gaze.

If the roving and incoherent character of the Pro-
fessor’s lectures was distasteful to the Class, it is to his
peculiar mode of viewing the facts of Homaopathy,
that these defects should be imputed. The Professor
has been taught by the clique who seek to destroy our
beloved temple, to look upon the author as the homeeo-
pathic anti-christ; he regards his Materia Medica as
a horrid book, which the inquisitorial tribunal, for
which he does the spouting and blaspheming—the Pro-
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fessor is in the habit of uttering frightful imprecations
at the bare mention of the author’s work—should have
the privilege of burning at the stake. Is it a wonder
that the Professor, who repudiates the only reliable
and truly scientific standard, by which the value and
inherent truthfulness of drug-symptoms can be judged,
viz.: the contrasting them with pathological pheno-
mena, considered as a coherent series; is it a wonder,
the author would respectfully ask, that the Professor of
Practice should drift about upon the sea of Pathology
without a helm or a compass to guide his course ?

And again, if he recommends a dozen drugs for two
or even for one symptom, is not this meaningless, un-
scientific and positively disgusting symptom-practice,
the logical consequence of the emasculating doctrines
taught by the chief symptom-monger, who makes it
his boast and his delight to crucify the author as the
sacrilegious enemy of his synagogue? What meaning
can symptoms have, if they are not to be weighed in
the balance of the everlasting and ever-true Pathology
of Nature? And how is a lecturer going to avoid the
necessity of mentioning half a dozen or more drugs for
one symptom, if this symptom is not to be judged as a
link of a logically-connected series? :

Is not the unceasing and truly frantic erowding of
new drugs into the Materia Medica of the Homceo-
pathic School another inevitable consequence of this
absolute denial of the physiologico-pathological rela-
tions of drugs? The time is fast approaching, when
the symptomists will want a dozen drugs for every
morbid symptom, and when the wild beasts in the
forests, and the man-infesting vermin will become
standing articles in their shop.
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In regard to the Chair of Surgery, the author feels
justified in looking upon it as the type of what this
Chair necessarily must become, whenever and wherever
the homeeopathic Law of Cure is interpreted as a petty
formula for symptom-mongers and globulists. A few
pellets of the thirtieth potency of Lachesis have been
prescribed by this Chair in a case of epilepsy, to be al-
lowed to act for a week, after the lapse of which period
the patient was to call again. Whether this dose was
prescribed in accordance with a well-settled conviction,
or, as has been shrewdly surmised by intelligent ob-
servers, for the purpose of spiting the author, the fact
is, that this prescription was put up in the Dispensary
of the Homaopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania,
in the author’s presence, by the direction of the Chair
of Surgery

The author is most anxious to guard agmnst a wrong
construction of the motive which prompts him to
allude to this antiquated mode of prescribing homeeo-
pathic medicines, In his instructions to the Class, the
Chair of Surgery took every opportunity of promulgat-
ing the monstrous fallacy, that spirituality and small-
ness of dose are, in veality, convertible terms; that a
large dose, such as the first decimal trituration of
Arsenie, and spiritual or dynamic action, are virtually
antagonistic to each other; that a homceopathic physi-
cian becomes a gross materialist, unless he is wooed to
the vagaries of high-potential transcendentalism with
all the blind and unreasoning faith of an orthodox be-
liever, It is the spirit of such teachings which the
author desires to exhibit as a prominent obstacle to
sound medical education. This spirit is the prdduct
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of an imaginative fancy, that mistakes a theoretical
shadow for a substantial reality. These dwellers in the
pretended region of spirituality, if they happen to fill
the Chair of Surgery in a Homaopathic Medical Col-
lege, become forgetful of the stern duties of the Actual.
Their delicate and refined imaginations turn away
from operations with feelings of disgust. They avoid
the shedding of blood as a crime, as a vile and degrad-
ing thing; and, if under the pressure of public opin-
ion, they are finally compelled to operate, they do it in
a slovenly and unscientific manner; rollers and band-
ages, adhesive plaster, needles and thread, even instru-
ments are frequently wanting at the very moment when
they are needed, and the operation is condemned by all
intelligent lookers-on as a lamentable failure.

Such results inevitably flow from the mistaken notions
of spir 1t11a11t}r of potencies, to which the Chair of Sur-
gery inithe Homeeopathic Medical College of Pennsyl-
vania has been wedded. Instead of referring the beau-
tiful idea of spirituality to the dynamic force which
every drug hides in its bosom, IRRESPECTIVE OF QUANTITY,
this idea has been exclusively applied to, and made to
depend upon, the small size of the dose, thus leading
to the mind and truth-perverting conclusion, that a
SYSTEM OF SPIRITUALITIES IS, IN REALITY, A SYSTEM OF
INFINITESIMALLY SMALL QUANTITIES OF MATTER.

The practical consequences of such fallacious doc-
trines of spirituality of potency, have been most disas-
trous to the Homcopathic School ; it cannot yet boast of
a single Surgeon of note, or even ordinary reputation.

If perseverance, zeal and an anxiety to discharge
the duties incumbent upon a public teacher, were suffi-
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cient to make thoroughly reliable operative Surgeons,
the Chair of Surgery ought to have been one of the most
successful Chairs in the College. The general princi-
ples of Surgery were ably expounded, and if all the
other essential requisites had been equally satisfactory,
it is questionable whether a single complaint would
ever have been uttered by a single member of the
Class. But theoretical teaching is insufficient to edu-
cate genuine, bona fide surgeons. If unaccompanied
by illustrative operations, it is as liable to vagueness
and errors on the part of the teacher, and to misappre-
hensions on the part of the student, as the study of
Astronomy would be without the telescope and the
starry heavens, or the study of Geography without
maps and globes. The author desires to give it as his
opinion, with all the emphasis of an earnest conviction,
that the peculiar tenets of the old-fashioned symptomatic
Homeopathy lead to a slovenly performance of the
duties of an operative Surgeon; to a careless study
of the severe and accurate knowledge of regional anat-
omy with which a Surgeon’s brain should be stocked;
to a neglect of becoming thoroughly acquainted with
the improvements that are unceasingly introduced in
the department of Operative Surgery by the invention
of more simple and less dangerous instruments, by the
increasing facilities and safety in the use of anwsthetic
agents, by the undeniable advance towards a more
scientific and therefore more successful treatment of
the thousands of sores, wounds and injuries of every
deseription inflicted by the destructive missiles of
modern warfare; and lastly to a careless mode of diag-
nosing the very cases which are generally appropriated
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by the Surgical Chair as coming within the pale of its
functions.

The next subject which the author desires to con-
sider as one of the corner-stones in the organization of
a College, is

MORAL INTEGRITY.

The success of any Medical College, and of a Ho-
mceopathic Medical College in particular, depends, in
a great measure, upon the confidence which the mem-
bers of the Faculty have in each other’s ability, integ-
rity and devotion to duty. The author deems it his
privilege to dwell upon this point with especial
emphasis, inasmuch as he has had ample evidence of
the baneful effect which a spirit of disloyalty to the
interests of the concern exercises upon its growth and
usefulness. The Homeeopathic Medical College of
Pennsylvania has been beset from its first year by a
band of wily enemies; who were determined to destroy
it by every means in their power. It is a notorious
clique who, by dint of intrigues and artful misrepre-
sentations, have succeeded in effecting the decapitation
of the author, whose doctrines threaten to eclipse, and
eventually to destroy their own flimsy fabric of shadows
and illusions. It is a well-known fact. that a member
of the Faculty belonged to this clique, that he wor-
shipped in their temple, prayed for their glory, and
was in all respects the willing tool of their ambitious
chieftain who sings with another high personage:

E
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““ Me though just right and the fix'd laws of Heav’n
Did first ereate your leader, next free choice,
With what besides, in council or in fight,

Hath been achieved of merit.”

Every member of the Faculty of the Homaeopathic
Medical College of Pennsylvania was opposed to this
self-constituted clique of homaopathic pretenders.
Every body who is at all acquainted with the history
of this College, knows that this clique have labored
for its destruetion. Honor and strict moral integrity de-
manded, that no man should consent to accept a Chair
in the Institution, if his heart sided with its avowed
enemies, and his efforts in its behalf were subservient
to an ill-concealed desire that this clique and their
soulless teachings should gain the ascendency in its
lecture-halls. At a recent meeting of the physicians of
this city, which had been called by the Board of Man-
agers of the Homaopathic Medical College of Penn-
sylvania, for the purpese of soliciting aid and advice in
behalf of their Institution, this clique dispatched to the
meeting one of their guns cocked and primed, and
ready to fire off a tremendous discharge against the
author and his Materia Medica, in the shape of a platform
of principles. 'The physicians who were present at this
meeting, and a majority of whom were favorable to the
Board, were not so utterly lost to the dictates of pro-
priety and common sense, as this clique had been led
to believe; their infamous attempt was promptly and
decisively voted down, and the big gun withdrew, the
author trusts, with feelings of disappointment and
shame.
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If the spirit of moral integrity rules among the mem-
bers of the Faculty, the Class may always expect fair
and just treatment at the hands of their teachers. The
pamphlet of Messrs. Jones, Reed and Ehrman shows,
that this spirit has been violated by some members of the
Faculty of the Homaopathic Medical College of Penn-
sylvania. These young gentlemen had been declared
entitled to an examination; they passed their exam-
ination in a creditable manner, and were black-balled
from feelings of personal revenge. Their case having
been laid before the St. Louis Homeeopathic Medical
College, the Faculty of that institution empowered Drs.
Helmuth and Williamson of this city to examine our
rejected students on the branches upon which they had
been black-balled, viz.: Surgery, Practice and Obste-
trics. One of them, Mr. Ehrman, having returned to
his home in the West, was unable to be present at this
examination, and applied for his degree in another
College, which was at once granted to him as a matter
of common justice; the other two, Messrs. Jones and
Reed, were subjected to a rigid examination by the
honorable gentlemen above-named, and were found
well acquainted with every branch upon which they
had been black-balled. The certificates granted by
the committee to these young gentlemen WERE EQUIVA-
LENT TO A FULL AFFIRMATIVE VOTE ON EACH OF THE
THREE BRANCHES OF SURGERY, I’RACTICE AND OBSTE-
TRICS.

In the case of these young gentlemen, may not
the Faculty of the Homeeopathic Medical College
of Pennsylvania be rightfully accused of having
violated the principles of moral integrity? The
rejected students were well qualified in the branches
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where they had received a full negative vote; and
inasmuch as their black-balling had been determined
upon with malice prepense, the dictates of honor and
humanity should have impelled the plotting pro-
fessors to inform these candidates for a degree, Ziaf
they could not be admitted, and that, if they should insist
upon being admilted, they would assuredly be black-balled.
This would have been acting with manly frankness,
whereas the Faculty preferred acting a part that
renders them amenable to the tribunal of public
opinion for their unjust conduct.

The last subject which the author desires to consider
in connection with the organization of a Homaeopathic

Medical College is,

UNITY OF DOCTRINE, LIBERAL AND PRO-
GRESSIVE TEACHINGS, AND A GENUINE
LOVE OF THE TRUTH.

A house divided against itself cannot stand. This
doctrine is particularly applicable to a College, where
the principles of our Therapeutic System constitute the
ground-work of the Science of Medicine, The Chair
of Homceeopathy is the distinguishing feature in a
Homceopathic Medical School. The standing and the
success of such an Institution depend in a great mea-
sure upon the manner in which the duties of this
Chair are discharged. If this Chair is filled by a
petty symptom-monger, whose heart delights in the
baubles of an interminable fabric of nothings, the Col-
lege must inevitably fail in winning the respect and
confidence of the Profession. Such petty teachings
are lifeless and evanescent sounds, rather than vitaliz-
ing rays from the effulgent sun of Truth which has



PREFACE. xX1

shone upon the dark chaos of Therapeutics through
Hahnemann’s genius. The high duty of the Chair of
Homeopathy consists in expounding the great law
which is to constitute the foundation of the Therapeu-
tic System of the Future. The glory of this Intellec-
tual Principle should never be tarnished by fanciful
trinkets and sophistical statutes, pretended rules, and
arbitrary laws, with which the Homceopathic journals
of the first period of Homaopathy, and more particu-
larly Stapf’s Archives, were filled. It is in this par-
ticular that the old leaders of the Homceopathic
School have sadly erred. Losing sight of the great Law
of Cure; uninspired by its vast grandeur and regenera-
ting power ; unconscious of its deep meaning and soul-
quickening philusophy, they have dragged it through
the mire of their unmeaning symptomism, until it
has ceased to be an intelligible formula.

- It has been the author’s aim, during his connection
with the Homceopathic Medical College of Pennsyl-
vania, to build up an altar in this Institution, where
the great Law of Cure should be worshipped as a Truth
of Nature and Nature’s God. It has been his desire
to divest it of the trappings with which human pride
and cunning have bedecked it. He has endeavored to
inspire his hearers with a liberal and generous spirit
towards unessential routine-practices, whenever they
do not interfere with the dignity and successful opera-
tion of the law, and seem to constitute, in the feeble
and vacillating minds of thousands of new converts,
supports upon which their new faith has to rest. He
has ever been mindful of the great teaching: “ A
bruised reed will he not break, and the smoking flax
will he not quench.” He has sought to develop the
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law as a Prineiple, the ideal conception of which pre-
exists in every human mind, and which it was his most
anxious desire to quicken into a perception that the
student might claim and feel as the outworking of his
own spontaneous mental energy.

He has been condemned for glorifying the law,
rather than its dogmatic human expounders. He has
been condemned for daring to assert the workings of
the law as illustrated by the records of the Old School.
The most interesting pages in Hahnemann’s Organon,
are those where he quotes the experience of allopathic
authors as confirmatory of the validity of the law
« SimiLiA Siminius CurANTUR.” Every rabid symp-
tomist deems it his privilege to refer to these extracts
with a proud smile of triumph; but when the author
draws upon the same records which have furnished
Hahnemann such splendid material for his own super-
structure ; when the author exhibits these very records
as a testimony in favor of Homceeopathy, and against
the validity of the law “ Contraria contrariis”; when
he thus shows that the law of Affinity between drug-
action and natural diseases, being a law which has its
foundation in the System of Nature, has been uncon-
sciously, although partially, acted upon ever since the
Healing Art has existed, he is anathematised with a
virulence of hatred and revenge, that must convince
even the most careless observer of the utter moral and
intellectual rottenness of his opponents.

The author has cherished the hope, that the privilege
might be vouchsafed unto him of investing the Chair
of Homceopathy in the Homeopathic Medical College
of Pennsylvania with the dignity of a Philosophical
Science, upon which the temple of Therapeutic Wis-
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dom might be erected as upon an everlasting rock. In
this effort he hasbeen foiled by the machinations of
insane foes.

In the Homeopathic Medical Colleges, the Chair of
Materia Medica necessarily holds a different position
from what it does in Old-School institutions. It is the
depositary of the precious Truth, the true comprehen-
sion and universal recognition of which, would inaugu-
rate a new Era of health and bliss. If the medical
sciences are at all collateral to the Science of Thera-
peutics, they are assuredly so, when this Science in-
scribes the formula, «SiMiuia Somiisus,” upon the
frontispiece of her temple. It is but just and proper
that the Chair of Homaopathy should represent the
character of the therapeutic doctrines of the School,
and that the clinical teachings should harmonize with,
and be corroborative of, the principles which it is the
legitimate business of the Chair of Therapeutics to de-
velop as a logically-coherent System. So far from this
eminently essential unity having existed in the Ho-
meeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania, the teach-
ings of the Chair of Homcaopathy have been constantly
assailed by one member of the Faculty with open de-
nunciations, secret machinations, and horrid anathemas.
The consequence is that the College is now given over
to the ruthless fury of its foes, from which it can only
be rescued by the consummate wisdom and devoted
union of its friends.

The author’s labors have not been in vain. He
knows that he has scattered some seeds which have
fallen upon good ground, and will bear rich fruit. His
recent work, entitled, “ A New and Comprehensive
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System of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, arranged
upon a Physiologico-Pathological Basis,” has been re-
ceived with distinguished favor by hundreds of our
most intelligent physicians. A work of this positive
character cannot fail to excite bitter enemies as well as
warm friends. It has received the commendations of
some of our leading journals. The Evening Post, of
New York, begins an extensive notice of the work in
these terms: “This work of Doctor Hempel is the
most complete and philosophical exposition of the doc-
trines of the Homceopathic School of Medicine that
has appeared in the English language ; and the whole
subject is presented in a form enabling the reader to
comprehend the principles upon which it is founded,
and the mode of their application.”

In the Evening Bulletin, of this city, the Author’s
work has received two exceedingly flattering notices,
one of which begins with the following paragraph:

“We bave here in the form of lectures what is evidently a very
complete work on the Homeopathic Practice of Medicine. A co-
temporary of the highest respectability, in a review evidently from
the hand of one perfectly familiar with the subject, claims for it that
it is the most complete and philosophieal exposition of the doctrines
of the Homeopathic S8chool that has appeared in the English lan-
guage, and that in it the whole subject is presented in a form ena-
bling the reader to comprehend the principles upon which it is
founded, and the mode of their application. Dr, Hempel admits
that many errors or wild fancies have sprung up in the theory of
Homeeopathy ; that trivial matters have been most elaborately
pushed into a thousand still pettier details, and that a mania for
discovering new remedies has induced practitioners to introduce the
most ridiculous substances into the Materia Medica. Dr. Hempel
is evidently enough a straight-forward, practical man, and one desi-
rous of putting his peculiar practice of medicine in its most nseful
light before the world.”
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And ends with these lines:

“Those who would trace out the action of these principles in mi-
nutest detail, with full accounts of individual cases in which they
have been used, should refer to this book. Even the general reader
cannot fail to find much in it which is truly interesting, and physicians
of every class of practice will find its researches extremely valuable.”

In a note sent to the author by one of the founders
of the Homeeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania,
the author’s work is spoken of in these terms: I
observe with delight your noble effort to establish the

right arm of homceopathic science on something like a
rational basis.”

Even journals not belonging to our School, have
given favorable notices of the work. In the College
Journal of Medical Sciences, published in Cincinnati,
a very fair notice has been given, from which the
author begs leave to quote a few extracts.

“This work presents a more complete, scientific, and satisfactory
exposition of Homeeopathic Therapeutics than any other in the
English language, and will be read with more interest by those not
of the homeopathic faith than is usually felt in the works of that
class of physicians.”

¢ Professor Hempel has refused to yield up his manhood or reason
and become the blind, unreasoning follower of the leader; and this
independent, honest, manly avowal of the Professor’s opinions, while
it may give offence to a few of the more straight-laced partisans of
Homaeopathy, will many times over redound to his greater credit
than the little advantage which could acerue from the too frequently
adopted course of attempting to aid a cause at the expense of Truth
and Science.”

“In his professional labors, as well as in the publication under
consideration, Professor Hempel has shown himself to be very pro-
gressive and liberal; and has done much to remove the foolish no-
tions which have obtained in regard to symptom-hunting, infinitesi-
mal doses, ete.”
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“ Some eight years ago, Dr. Holcomb of this city, (now of Water-
proof, La.,) published a book on the ‘Scientific basis of Homdeo-
pathy ;' Hempel’s Materia Medica will aid to complete what Dr.
Holcomb commenced in rooting out, and what Dr. Hempel has very
properly styled the *balderdash,” ‘childish verbiage,” and ‘base-
less speculations,’” arrogantly dignified by the term law, by those
who have written homceopathic works.”

In a letter sent to the author by a member of the
Faculty of the St. Louis Homeeopathic College, he has
been favored with the following information: “ We
are anxiously looking for your second edition of THE
Materia Medica of the Homeeopathic School; we have
made the same a text-book in our College, and do every
thing in our power to circulate a work which does so
much credit to its author and the Cause.”

An eminent Western physician, formerly a member
of the Faculty of the Cleveland Homceopathic College,
in a letter which the author received from him last
year, speaks of his Materia Medica as *“an incompar-
able work, a monument more durable than brass, a
work of the highest importance, and more especially
commendable for its philosophic explanation of the
Homceopathic Law.”

The author has received many proofs of the satisfac-
tion with which his recent Materia Medica has been
received by the preceptors of our students. In some of
these letters he has been alluded to as “a new Hahne-
mann;” in others, his work is referred to in less ex-
travagant, but equally commendatory language. In a
letter dated Nov. 24, 1859, to S. A. Jones, M. D., one

#
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of the three rejected students, his preceptor has favored
the author with the following testimony of his appro-
bation of the work: ¢ Tell Dr. Hempel from me, that
his Materia Medica has, already, done more to make
Homceopathy respected by scientific men, and also by
the Allopathic Profession, than any thing ever produced
by the Homceopathic School.”

In a letter sent to the author by Dr, Meurer, of New-
Albany, Indiana, the following passage occurs: “ Your
recent Materia Medica has invigorated my spirits; your
article on Aconite is alone worth the price of the book.”

All the intelligent graduates of our Institution have
hailed the publication of the author’s work with unal-
loyed pleasure. Dr. Putnam, of Utica, may speak for
them all. In a letter to the author he writes:

“I have minutely examined your Materia Medica, and would
earnestly recommend it to the Homcopathic Profession as a safe
and reliable guide in the treatment of disease. Plain and concise
in its teachings; admirable in its arrangement; thorough in its
history of the effects of drugs, both in symptoms and their patholo-
gical influence ; pure in the laws and principles of Homaopathy ;
it recommends itself to every intelligent practitioner. It is just the
work required, and its publication has been hailed with delight,”

The author craves pardon for mentioning these and
similar facts in reference to himself. Deadly enemies
seek to destroy the good he has done, and he is com-
pelled to defend the Cause in which he is engaged,
even at the peril of appearing egotistical. He has
simply desired to do his duty. He has ever been
found at his post. He has never missed a lecture from
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the beginning to the end of the course. He has even
given extra evening-lectures which were elaborated
with great care, and upon which considerable thought
was expended by him in developing and demonstrating
the great truths which they were intended to establish
as facts of Nature and of Reason. These lectures were
listened to by large and attentive audiences of physi-
cians and students, and were calculated, as the author
has frequently been assured by the Class, to elevate
the character of our School.

Nevertheless, in spite of his honest and persevering
efforts in behalf of this College, the author has been
expelled by the Board of Managers upon the charge of
not teaching pure Homceopathy. HE HAS BEEN EX-
PELLED WITHOUT A HEARING, WITHOUT A WHISPER OF
COMPLAINT HAVING EVER BEEN UTTERED TO HIM BY A
SINGLE MEMBER OF THE BoArp., Late in the evening, at
eleven o’clock, and only two days before Commence-
ment, a note was left at his front door, simply declaring
the Chair of Homeeopathy vacant.

It is with a feeling of joy and honest pride that the
author refers to the numerous testimonials of heartfelt
sympathy which he has received from a number of our
Graduates who have honored his lectures with their
presence. Many of these letters contain bitter strictures
against the members of the Faculty who have been the
cause of so much complaint during the present as well
as during former Sessions. The author is unwilling to
promulgate these denunciations except before a Com-
mittee or a Court properly authorised to take cogni-
zance of such facts. He is unwilling to sully the
pages of this work with a history of the bickerings,
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the criminations and recriminations that have charac-
terised the intercourse between the Board of Managers
and the Faculty; he is unwilling to expose the
blunders, the follies, the assumptions and prevarica-
tions that have given rise to unceasing difficulties and
altercations in the bosom of our School. He desires
to cover these bitter memories of the Past with the
mantle of Charity, and to bury them forever in the
sea of Oblivion. 3

The author begs permission to lay before the reader
some of the testimonials that have been sent to him,
and which show that his teachings have made a deep
impression upon his Class. A nucleus has undoubtedly
been formed, around which the School of the Future
will gather in increasing numbers, until the shadows
of past and present wrongs shall have flitted away,

The following is an extract from a letter sent to the
author by a gentleman who holds an eminent position
in the Common School Department of this city:

During the winter of 1857-8, it was my good fortune to be able
to hear many of your inspiring, masterly, and instructive lectures
upon the Materia Medica ; and the wonderful charm with which you
clothed a subject that, in other and yet able hands, was always dry
and distastefnl to me, attracted my attention and admiration so much,
that, in the midst of exhausting and varied labors, demanding active
days and almost sleepless nights, I missed but few of your lectures;
and T ean bear testimony to the electrifying effect, that youreloquent
and weighty words had upon the class of that session. Although I
had often attended lectures upon various medical and miscellaneous
subjects, I never beheld the same enthusiasm prevail, the same .
amount of effective teaching done, or the same all-pervading and
constantly sustained sentiment of admiration for the lecturer, as was
exhibited in your class. No one could attend one course under you
without perceiving, in the suspension of your labors in the good
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cause of Homeopathy, a loss for which no man in Ameriea can com-
pensate. All who have had an opportunity of knowing your worth,
must attest the truth of that statement. It is a pleasure to me to
be able to make this assertion, when an expression of it can do neo
good to me, and when the only object I can have is to assure you,
that you bear into your retirement an admiration of your talents,
and an affection for your person, that the aspersions of the envious
cannot take away; and that neither falsehood nor malignity will ex-
tinguish. This much I have deemed my offering at your private and
family shrine, from the seclusion of which you ean, as heretofore, do
the good cause some service.

How the managers, who used the knife in the recent fatal npera-
tion, imagined that the College could survive any more than could
the human body when brain and heart were excised, will always re-
main a mystery to the students, who generally have the best oppor-
tunities of jundging rightly, and who well knew thatall of the malady
that had to be complained of was located in another part of the
Homeeopathic body, and mostly in the surgical region.

In an extensive communication, sent to the author
by one of the most respected Graduates of this college,
who is now residing and practising in South Carolina,
the following allusion occurs to the author and his
labors:

“ And now, in conclusion, let me tender you my heartfelt thanks for
the real pleasure your lectures afforded me at the time, and the last-
ing benefit I have derived from them. Without the least desire to
flatter you, I regard it as a privilege to have an opportunity of testi-
fying to your unbounded popularity as a medical teacher, and also to
the universal feeling of esteem which pervaded the class. While many
of the Professors were honored and respected, you, most unquestion-
ably were beloved. And if proof of your popularity had been
wanted, it could easily have been found in the close and marked at-
tention which prevailed, and in the crowded lecture-room during
your daily ministrations. If, moreover, we remember, that this was
the case with a branch which is always regarded as dry and unin-
teresting, the most sceptical must admit that, in order to secure such
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marked attention, the subject must have been ably handled, and pre-
sented in the most attractive form. The future of the College was
often the topic of conversation among the class, and the ceneral im-
Pression prevailed that nothing would arrest it in its downward pro-
gress, but the infusion of new and vigorous elements. In a word
we regarded your appointment as a lucky hit, a practical carrying
out of the principle: ‘The right man in the right place.’” OFf one
thing I am quite certain; if the Graduates of 1857 and 1858 could
be assembled together, the opinions I have expressed regarding your
services to the College, would be indorsed without one dissenting
voice. I trust that the true interests of the College are in the

hands of those who will pause and reflect, before .they precipitate
the long looked-for catastrophe. But, should it be otherwise, and
the Homeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania be doomed to
annihilation, thank God, there yet remain two other Schools of
learning, whither the student of Homeopathy, pilgrim-like, may turn
his anxiouns thoughts. But, whether you again occupy the position
of a medical teacher, or give your undivided attention to practice,
I shall ever regard you in the light of a benefactor. And that God

may prosper the right, and confer on you his choicest blessings, is
the sincere wish of a grateful pupil.”

Another one of our most respected Southren Gradu-
ates has favored the author with a communication in
reference to our College-difficulties, from which the
following paragraph may be quoted as an illustration
of the opinion entertained by the Class concerning the
author and his teachings:

“ Of yourself, as a Professor, you, Doctor, stood first in the ranks.
Your proficiency as a lecturer, and teacher of Homwmopathy, was
admitted by all, and spoken of at all times, without one exception,
in terms of .the highest praise. Your indefatigable zeal and great
earnestness were appreciated by us most highly, Your lectures,
written after years of research and laborious study, were received
by us as words of gold as they came from your mouth, to be trea-
sured up against the day of need ; though your exertions have been
given to us, and not only to us, but to the whole homaopathic bro-
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therhood, in a volume whose value cannot be over-estimated. It is
used by every physician I have seen of our School at the South ; and
more confidence is placed in it as a goide to select a drng homeeo-
pathic to a given disease than in any work which has yet been pub-
lished. Can the Managers of our College suppose another man of
such well deserved reputation can be found to take your place 7"’

A Rev. Gentleman from the State of Georgia, who
graduated in our College as Doctor of Medicine, and
whose intellectual and moral worth was respected by
both the Faculty and the Class, has favored the author
with the following expression of his opinion:

“During the last two winters it was my pleasure to attend your
lectures on Materia Medica, and you must allow me to say that to
you I feel indebted for any knowledge I possess of the power of
drogs. No work of a similar character (not even Hahnemann’s) is
so well adapted to impart a clear, full, and comprehensive knowledge
of the snbject. I allow but few days to pass in which I do not re-
fresh my memory by perusing some of your truly seientific lectures.
I neither envy the wisdom, nor the taste of the man that does not
relish them ; for it establishes beyond all controversy a want of that
mental, if not medical cnlture, that renders truoe science as obscure
as were the teachings of the Lord Jesus to a bigoted Pharisee.

One of our most esteemed Graduates from New
Hampshire, writes in a communication to the author:

“T have enjoyed your Materia Medica much, and as I read page
after page, seem to live over again the time when I sat and listened
to your voice as it grew fervent and eloquent in elucidating the dif-
ficnlt theme you have chosen. For one I have great reason to be
grateful for the care and labor you have bestowed on the subjeet, and
which has resulted in bringing the Materia Medica before the Pro-
fession in a more attractive form than ever before.”





























































































FALSE VIEW OF POTENTIZATION. 19

of this theory; for there are many members of our Broth-
erhood who entertain views of this theory, which are per-
fectly compatible with common sense and with the most
philosophic comprehension of our doctrines.

Is it true that these infinitesimal doses are alone entitled
to the attribute of spirituality ? Does not a large dose act
by virtue of the same spiritual or dynamic foree which an
infinitesimal globule is supposed to possess? Is the living
human personality less spiritual than a mieroscopie blood-
disk? The majestic ocean less spiritual than a thimbleful
of its foaming waves, or the resplendent day-star less
spiritual than a wavelet of light? We believe that the
doctrine of dynamization is capable of a philosophical inter-
pretation ; but to assert that a globule is more spiritual
than a grain-dose of the first trituration, for no other
reason than because the former is less in bulk or contains
an infinitely smaller amount of the material substratum of
the drug than the latter, is, in reality, substituting a double-
refined materialism in the place of an enlarged and philo-
sophical spirituality. It is time that we should endeavor
to rescue the law which is alone eternal and divine in our
therapeutic edifice, from the mass of hypothetical trifles, in
the midst of which it has almost been forgotten; it is time
that we should make the study and philesophical compre-
hension of this law our most important business; it is time
that our allopathic brethren should know that a man
may be a Homceopath without abjuring common sense;
that he may be a student of Nature, a worshipper of Truth,
yea, that he professes a doctrine which is as infinite and
eternal as the Providence who operates by means of it.

Let us dwell with grateful hearts upon the immense
service which Hahnemann has rendered to the Healing Art
and to the cause of suffering humanity, by that simple and
yet all-important contrivance, fractional doses. By means of
this simple process, the most intense poison is transformed
into a gentle and safe healing agent which may be ad-
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ministered even to the nursing babe without injuring its
tender frame. Truly may it be said of the Homceopathic
agent that “the lion and the lamb shall lie down together,
and that a little child shall lead them.” Look at Arsenie,
a poison so fierce that Hufeland, Dierbach and other great
lights of the Allopathic school obstinately refused to use it, as
harboring disorganizing principlesin its bosom, which might
undermine the organic life of the pulmonary apparatus,
and even destroy these important organs by consumption.
Hahnemann appears upon the stage of a suffering world, and
by one flash of genius, he converts the fierce lion into a
gentle lamb, the harbinger of health and peace. A heavenly
truth had illumed his mind, and henceforth even a poison
is transformed into an agent for the restoration of man's
tottering health.

Yet in this business of dividing and subdividing drugs,
we must not go too far, lest the ethereal forces of the drug
should utterly elude our grasp, and the desire of instituting
a rational inquiry into the principles of our Art should be
superseded, in the minds of our opponents, by a well-
founded amazement at the credulity and, as has been said,
shameless impudence of the practitioners of Homceopathy.
Every physician has a perfect right to prescribe the ten or
the forty thousandth potency, as long as he is honestly
desirous of testing the curative virtues of these incredibly
small quantities, without endangering his patient’s safety.
But the results of such experiments, if successful and satis-
factory, should not be obtruded upon the great public, until
they can be substantiated by a weight of testimony which
the most inveterate scepticism might find it impossible to
repudiate. We would admonish physicians, and especially
all younger members of the craft, to banish even the shadow
of levity and rashness from this sort of experimentation.

Our testimony on the trial of the late Dr. King in Canada,
has been assailed by some parties, because we asserted that
Homeeopathy does not mean a System of infinitesimal
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doses, and that a homoeopathic physicianlmﬂ,y give any
dose of medicine which, in his judgment, the case may
require. DBeing asked by the Attorney-General, how large
a dose of Arsenic a homceopathic physician might give, we
stated that we had given as much as one-fifth of a grain
every four hours, for two consecutive days, in cases of
Asiatic Cholera and miasmatic Intermittent Fever;* and
that, so far from ever having seen any ill effects from such
treatment, we had, on the contrary, cured our patients; we
added at the same time that we had pursued this treatment

* Nore.—It is proper to state that the first time we preseribed one-fifth of
a grain of Arsenie, it was purely accidental. During the second Cholera-
epidemic we very frequently used the first decimal trituration of Arsenious
acid, making little powders at random, of which one was taken every two or
four hours. We never noticed the least perceptible aggravation from these
powders in the cases of Cholera where they were used. These cases were
characterised by a sudden outbreak of the disease, sudden and excessive
prostration, extreme coldness of the skin, sinking pulse, deathly sickness
and burning at the epigastrinm, collapse of the features, a feeling of anxiety,
violent thirst and, in most cases, enormous and frequently-repeated evacuations,
having an offensive, cadaverous smell, and resembling a homogeneous
mixture of dirty water and excrementitions matter. If our memory does
not fail us, the Arsenic proved curative in all such cases. We remember
one family in particular, where the father, mother and two children were
attacked in this manner at the same period. They took the arsenieal
powders every two hours, and were quite well again the very next day.

Some years ago, when we happened to triturate arsenie, we felt curious
to ascertain the exact weight of the arsenical powders which we had used
with such eminent success in Asiatic Cholera ; and it was not till then that
we discovered the enormity of which some of our brethren declare us guilty.
These powders, small as they are in bulk, weighed exactly two grains,
being equivalent to one-fifth of a grain of Arsenic.

In many cases of miasmatic fever-and-ague we have successfully used the
game dose, when smaller quantities would fail us.

We have used the same arsenical preparation, at the rate of one dose a
day, in cases of virnlent impetigo of a chronic character, when the skin felt
habitually rough, thick and dry as parchment; when it showed a tendency
to ulcerate, erack and bleed; it broke ount in inflamed patches which would
burn like fire, exude a moisture and finally became covered with dark-
looking, bleeding, uleerated erusts. It is not often that we use an arsenical
preparation of this size; but we have done so, and with perfect success.
Is this a crime, or what is it ?
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only in extreme cases, and that we had never been obliged
to resort to it in cases of nausea from pregnancy.

This testimony has been assailed, simply because we
claim for every homceopathic physician the privilege of
using one-fifth of a grain of Arsenic in cases, where his
judgment may dictate the use of such a dose. One-fifth of
a grain of Arsenic is not a poisonous dose. What say
Trousseau and Pidoux, page 812, of their classic work on
Materia Medica and Therapeutics? “One grain and three-
fifths (eight centigrammes) of arsenious acid, taken at one
dose in health, have caused in us a general feeling of stimu-
lation which we may compare to the excitement caused by
strong coffee. The most remarkable phenomenon is the
production of an unusual vigor of the inferior extremities
which permitted us to take long walks without fatigue.
We insist upon this symptom which was likewise experi-
enced by Masselot, and is expressed by him in these terms:
‘* Very great aptitude to walk.”

We would ask: Are these effects those of a poisonous
dose? In many persons, one grain and three-fifths of
Arsenic may undoubtedly give rise to a powerful reaction.
But what a difference between this dose and the one-filth of
a grain| From the experiments instituted by Professor
Trousseau and Pidoux, we derive the conclusion that it is
impossible to lay down an uniform rule regarding doses,
and that, in practice, a large margin must be left to the
discretion and judgment of the physician. “We are informed
by Professor Trousseau, that Boudin, who is physician-in.
chief to the most important military Hospital in France,
and whose experience in the use of Arsenic most probably
surpasses that of any other practitioner living, has given
Arsenic, in fractional doses, at the rate of three grains. and
three-fifths a day in cancerous affections, and that he has
continued this medication for six weeks in succession, day
after day, without exciting the least untoward symptom.
Trousseau mentions this fact as a proof of the immense
advantage of prescribing drugs in fractional doses.
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Is the experience of such men to go for nothing? Can
we reasonably expect that they should listen to what must
appear to them fables concerning the wonderful results of
our infinitesimal doses, if we obstinately and childishly
refuse to pay any heed to the brilliant results of their own
medication? Is it in itself criminal to prescribe a massive
dose, if the restoration of the patient’s health requires it ?
May there not be just as much danger in giving too small
as too large a dose? Let us remember that the settlement
of these questions may involve our position in society ; let
us remember that the facts which are involved in this dis-
cussion, may be presented to a jury ina case of malpractice.
Supposing a physician should treat a case of miasmatic
fever with fifth-of-a-grain doses of Arsenic, as he very
properly might, and his patient should die; what would be
his fate if some relative should sue him for malpractice and
the jury should make up their verdict by the dim rush-
light of a few abstractionists ?

Or supposing the physician should employ in the same
case the two thousandth potency of Arsenic, with the same
unfortunate result, and the jury should depend for their
opinion upon the solid men of our School, who deal in doses
that have a taste, smell and color? It is plain that this
matter may become a serious affair, and that it is of the
utmost importance to the practitioners of our School, that
some uniform standard in regard to doses should be agreed
upon as a legal basis in cases of malpractice. A homceopa-
thic practitioner should recognize but one standard of
doses, and that is the whole range of potencies from the
crude drug up to the highest dynamization. We hold that
every physician is entitled to use any potency he pleases;
he may use it inappropriately, mischievously, and he may
be held amenable to the law for the injury he.inflicts
through his carelessness or ignorance in the use of high or
low doses ; but the use of high or low doses as such, be it
the two hundredth potency or the fifth of a grain of
Arsenie, is his sacred right, a right that should ever be
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strenuously defended by every enlightened physician, and
which no independent practitioner will ever allow himself
to be dispossessed of by over-bearing and meddlesome
dictation.

Let us close this first chapter of our work with a fleeting
glance at the spirit, philosophical unity and comprehen-
siveness of our doctrines. We cannot do full justice, on
this occasion, to a subject of such magnitude and impor-
tance; we shall review it in all its bearings in proportion
as we progress in elucidating the definitions, and penetrat-
ing to the foundations of a philosophical analysis of the
great Science which is now struggling for, and must
ultimately secure a universal acknowledgment and triumph.
It is no disrespect to Hahnemann to say, that his teachings
on the subject of Homeeopathy are not complete. The
most perfect enunciation of his great doctrine : that diseases
are cured by similarly-acting drugs, is found in his admi-
rable Essay, entitled ““Spirit of the Homceopathic Doctrine,”
and forming part of the second volume of his Materia Medica
Pura: :

“There is no agent, no force in Nature,” writes Hahne-
mann, ‘“ that is capable of morbidly affecting a person in
health, which does not likewise possess the faculty of curing
certain morbid conditions.”

“Inasmuch as the power of curing diseases, and that of
morbidly affecting persons in health, is found indissolubly
united in all drugs; and, inasmuch as both these powers
emanate from the same source, viz.: from the faculty inherent
in every drug, of dynamically affecting the condition of the
organization ; whence it follows, that their action upon
organs in disease takes place according to the same in-
dwelling law, as their action upon organs in their normal
condition ; we finally infer that it is the same drug-force
which effects a cure as that which develops morbid symp-
toms in health.”

Farther than this, the discoverer of Homceopathy has
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never penetrated in his explanation of the homceopathic
law. A drug cures a disease ¢/ and because it has power to
develop a similar morbid condition in healthy tissues. It
effects this cure, because, according to Hahnemann’s teach-
ings, the drug-disease being more powerful, more intense
than the natural malady, the latter absorbs the former.
We shall show, in the course of these lectures, that this
teaching has been sadly misapprehended by Hahnemann's
followers as well as by his enemies, and that, so far from
implying an absurdity, as it is made to do, it, on the con-
trary, expresses this great truth: that the homceopathic re-
medial agent cures the disease, because the drug-force em-
bodied in this agent is in relations of affinity to the natural
disease superior to those which exist between the disease-
producing agent and the physiological tissues,

In our explanations of the homceopathic law, we shall
endeavor to penetrate a step farther than the illustrious
Founder of the Homceopathic School has seen fit to do.
We shall show that Hahnemann’s doctrine concerning the
essential identity of drug-force as a disease-producing and
a disease-curing power, is depending for its truth, for its
vitality, for its scientific exactness, upon the cosmie fact : that
the forces which create drugs, are the very forces which de-
velop diseases in the physiological tissues. This is the
foundation of Homeeopathy. The doctrine, as enunciated
by Hahnemann, constitutes the formula of homceopathie
Art; the doctrine as expressed in this other proposition,
constitutes the formula of homceopathic Seience.

Look at the panorama of Creation; do we not behold
Homoeeopathy interwoven in its foundations ? To our sensual
eye, the external facts of Creation are alone perceptible ; but,
abstract the contemplating mind from these material pheno-
mena, and dwell upon the mysterious mechanism of the
forces which evolve them as the ultimate results of an un-
ceasingly-creating Endeavor.

Let us designate these forces as mediate principles. They
constitute the active or organizing forces of the great
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Whole. As viewed by man, finitely, the act of Creation
consists in the evolution of germ-forces, according to fixed
laws, into conerete individualities. All germ-forces are in-
herent in the surface of the planet: they constitute recipi-
ent vessels, passive forces or forms of power. The act of
Creation is continued indefinitely by means of the forces
which we have alluded to as the mediate principles of the
Supreme Creator. We may likewise designate them as
cosmic principles or essences, in contradistinetion to pheno-
mena. The concrete form, which is a reality to the physical
senses, is, in truth, a phenomenon ; its existence is pheno-
menal, for it passes away. The cosmic force, the creating
principle, is the only real thing; the living essence which
75, and does not perish.

Applying this doctrine to drugs, we say that every drug
results from the action of a cosmic force or mediate prinei-
ple upon a corresponding germ-force. Both these factors
are embodied in the drug so fully and perfectly that their
presence is sensibly perceived, in various degrees of inten-
sity, in every part of the drug, or, at any rate, in those
parts which, properly speaking, constitute the drug. In
some cases, this may be the root; in others, the seed; in
others again, the bark or flower. It is from the presence of
these two factors that every drug derives its characteristic
properties: from the germ-forece, its physical properties, its
weight, color, taste, odor ; from the cosmic force; its poison-
ous and dynamic properties, its power to affect definite
tissues of the organism in a positive, definite manner,

Here, now, we stand upon the threshold of the great mys-
tery, a comprehension of which requires our most thought-
ful attention ; we mean the mystery which Hahnemann has
so significantly and yet so problematically announced in
the formula “ Similia Similibus Curantur.”” Iow and
why is it that every drug affects the living organism in a
definite manner? The answer to this question involves a
philosophical solution of this other question: What is
Homeeopathy ?
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After the great Cosmos had been fully prepared for the
reception of man, man started into being. In him the work
of Creation was summed up. In him the cosmic forces and
the germ-forces of Creation culminated. Hence it is that
the philosophers of Egypt and Greece applied to the human
organism the poétic and eminently significant appellation of
Microcosm, or little universe. By his living or internal or-
ganism, man is in relation with every cosmic force of the
Universe ; by his bodily or external organism, which, of
itself, is a mere house of clay, man is in relation with every
germ-force of his planet.

Applying this doctrine to the sense of sight, we say
that man may see every visible object, existing in him
tdeally ; the object itself, when met by the eye, awakensthe
idea to consciousness. “Seeing” is no more nor less than
a conscious impression, the archetypal idea of a thing roused
from its slumber, and flashing through the mind as a con-
scious reality.

A drug affects the living tissues in a similar manner.
Every drug is represented in the human organism by a
recipient faculty or potency of a specific character, which
may be aptly designated as a morbid property. In the
normal condition of the organism, the wvarious morbid
properties which the Creator has inscribed upon the living
tissues, and which, if there be unity in God's System, must,
of necessity, correspond with the germ-forces of drugs,
remain unperceived; the physiological harmony of the
organism over-rules their development. But if a drug be
made to act upon the tissues, the morbid property or pro-
perties representing the germ-forces of the drug, will
become manifest derangements, more or less of an external
character, somewhat in the nature of traumatic injuries,
not affecting the internal vitality, and speedily terminating
of themselves.

When man is sick, it is not the drug, but the cosmie
factor which produces the drug, that develops the corres-
ponding morbid properties of the tissues into an actual
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disease. Hence diseases may be defined as morbid pro-
perties developed into pathological activities by specifically
corresponding cosmic forces. A development of this kind
can only talke place in abnormal conditions of the organism,
such as exposure to wet, draughts of air, excessive heat,
exhaustion in consequence of over-work, watching, etc.

Now act upon this cosmic factor, which is here subvert-
ing the physiological unity of the organism, by means of a
corresponding drug which derives from it its own dynamic
properties, and the inevitable result will be, provided it is
not too late, that the cosmic factor will gradually be absorbed

by this drug-action or influence, for which it has of necessity

‘a much greater affinity than for the life-principle of the
tissues; the organism will be freed from the hostile invader,
the harmony of the functions will be restored, and Hahne-
mann’s teaching will be verified: THAT THE AGENT WHICH,
AS A COSMIC FACTOR, DEVELOPS THE DISEASE, WILL CURE
IT WHEN ADMINISTERED IN THE FORM OF A DRUG.

Descending into the ultimate physiological life of the
organism, we may now show how the brain is to the tissues
generally what the great Cosmos is to the Microcosm ; how
the cosmic factors or forces of disease, acting upon a point
in the cerebro-spinal or in the ganglionic system of nerves,
cause their presence to be sensibly perceived by the respec-
tive morbid properties distributed throughout every tissue,
yea every fibre of the organism. We can here onl y allude
to these facts which will be more fully expounded in the
progress of this work,

As earnest and thoughtful homeeopaths it behooves us not
only to do justice to the routine-business of practice, but
to develop the Idea which originally gave rise to the foun-
dation of the Homaopathic School. Let us continue the
attempt to develop a doctrine, and to suggest a correspond-
ing practice of Homeeopathy, which shall secure for her a
name among the Medical Reforms of this and of all future
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which only obtain among inorganic substances. The mate-
rial substances of which the living organism is composed,
do not follow the laws to which inanimate material sub-
stances are subject ; they are regulated by the laws peculiar
to vitality alone ; they are themselves animated just as the
whole system is animated. Here a nameless, fundamental
power reigns omnipotent, which suspends all tendency of
the material constituents of the body to obey the laws of
gravitation, of fermentation, putrefaction, etc., and renders
these constituents subordinate to the wonderful laws of life
alone; in other words, maintains them in the condition of
sensibility and activity necessary to the preservation of the
living whole, a condition almost spiritually-dynamic.”

In this paragraph, Hahnemann proclaims himself a vital-
ist, a believer in vital forces; let us now examine what
views he takes of the nature of disease.

“ As the condition of the organism,” writes Hahnemann,
“and its healthy state, depend solely on the state of the vital
force which animates it, so is the altered state which we
term disease, simply an alteration of the vital sensibilities
and functions, irrespective of all chemical or mechanical
prineiples ; disease must consist in a dynamic change of the
vital condition, whereby a change in the properties of the
material component parts of the body is afterwards effected.
This change is a necessary consequence of the morbidly
altered condition of the living whole in every individual
case.”

In this paragraph Hahnemann takes the ground which
every philosopher who believes in the existence of a vital
force, is logically obliged to take, that disease is an imma-
terial, abnormal change in the condition of vitality, of
which the visible material changes in the tissues are una-
voidable effects. Hahnemann explains this still further;
when he goes on to say that,

“The exciting causes of disease act by means of their
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special properties on the state of our bodily vitality in a
dynamic manner, very much as a spiritual cause would do.
By first deranging the organs of the higher rank, a dynamic
alteration of ‘the living organism, an altered sensibility and
functional activity of each individual organ and all of them
collectively, are induced, whereby, secondarily, an abnormal
alteration of the fluids and of all the secretions must neces-
sarily occur, the inevitable consequence of the altered vital
character which now differs from the healthy state.”

Hahnemann goes on to say that “these abnormal matters
which show themselves in diseases, are consequently mere
products of the disease itself, which, as long as the malady
retains its present character, must of necessity be secreted,
and thus constitute a portion of the morbid signs or symp-
toms; they are merely effects, and therefore manifestations
of the existing internal ill-health, and they do not react, as
disease-exciting substances upon the diseased body which
produced them, although other, healthy individuals may be
infected by them.”

We may here observe that some of the lower animals seem
to constitute an exception to this rule. It seems to be a°
well ascertained fact that certain reptiles, when very much
enraged, destroy themselves by their own bites. We may
likewise refer to Ricord’s successful demonstration of the
fact, that the virus of chancres and the matter of gonor-
rheea, are both capable of reproducing these diseases upon
the bodies from whence they were taken. In order to as-
certain the true character of a suspicious ulcer, surgeons
inoculate some other part of the body with the secreted
pus; if of syphilitic origin, a chancre is reproduced. These
facts, however, do not militate against Hahnemann's origi-
nal position that diseases, in their origin, are dynamic de-
rangements of the organic vitality.

Hahnemann continues: “ We readily perceive that these
dynamic derangements of the organic vitality which we
term disease, since they are nothing else than altered sensa-
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tions and functions, can only become known to the under-
standing by an ageregate of symptoms. '

“Inasmuch as diseases, being dynamic derangements of
the vitality, are manifested solely by alterations of the sen-
sations and functions of our organism, that is solely by an
aggregate of perceptible symptoms, this alone can be the
object of treatment in every case of disease. For, on the
removal of all morbid symptoms, nothing remains but
health.

Here we must pause, and consider more attentively the
extraordinary position taken by Hahnemann in this and
similar paragraphs against the dogmatic routine of cen-
turies.

Let us glance for a moment at the last paragraph which
we have quoted from Hahnemann, where he teaches the
broad and unqualified doctrine, that the removal of the
symptoms implies a cure of the disease.

Of course, if there are no morbid symptoms, a person is
either well, or else the disease with which he is afflicted, is
an abstraction to all intents and purposes; for how are we
to diagnose a disease without any perceptible symptoms?
This is a sheer impossibility, unless we resort to clairvoy-
ance or to similar modes of diagnosis which do not admit of
positive demonstration, and must, therefore, be considered
as unreliable, A disease without symptoms cannot be diag-
nosed, and is therefore beyond the reach of treatment.

If we now ask the question: What are symptoms? We
shall find that every perceptible phenomenon which indi-
cates an abnormal condition, or by means of which the true
character of an abnormal condition may be ascertained, con-
stitutes a symptom or morbid indication. All subjective
abnormal sensations, pains of every description, constitute
morbid indications. Eruptions, swellings, abnormal secre-
tions of every kind, every possible functional or organic
disorder, constitute morbid indications. Percussion and

auscultation yield morbid indications in the shape of physi-
3
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cal signs. It is not only the privilege, but the duty of a
homceopathic physician to avail himself of all the resources
furnished by the stethoscope, for the purpose of arriving at
a correct diagnosis.

Symptoms, as Hahnemann very justly observed in the
last mentioned paragraph, indicate the internal disease, by
which he means the altered or abnormal condition of the
organic vitality. When isolatedly considered, without re-
ference to the general abnormal condition of which they
simply constitute the outward manifestations cognizable by
the senses or by the understanding, they may be plm:ed side
by side in numerical order, like the words in a dictionary,
without any logical or internal unity. In order to remove
or wipe out these symptoms, it was the fashion with many
of the older followers of Hahnemann, to select a drug for
such a purpose, which numbered among its pathogenetic
effects, by which we mean effects produced by proving the
drug upon the healthy body, as nearly as possible a list of
symptoms that seemed similar to the symptoms of the natu-
ral disease. They termed this method of selecting a drug:
covering the symptoms. If one drug was not sufficient for
such a purpose, two were chosen, and given in alternation.

Now, is it not evident to the simplest common sense, that
this mode of proceeding failed to take cognizance of the
great and most essential fact: that these symptoms derived
their specific value and meaning not from their mere form,
as expressed by words, but from their connection and rela-
tion to a general pathological condition or state? Ifwe
say : nose, eye, mouth, ear, and thus enumerate a complete
list of all the parts of the human body, we do not designate
a living human personality ; it is the indwelling life-prinei-
ple that groups these parts into a whole, and gives them
character and expression. Nor do we obtain a correct
and clear diagnosis of a disease by simply drawing up a
numerical juxtaposition of the symptoms. In many cases
the symptoms are so eminently characteristic that it would
be considered absurd, even by an uneducated layman, to
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consider them merely as symptoms, without inquiring into
their pathological meaning and connection. Everybody,
for instance, knows what is meant by small-pox, scarlatina,
measles. These, and a host -of other eruptive diseases, are
well known; their identity has been preserved for thou-
sands of years; the symptoms by which they manifest them-
selves, in other words, their pathognomonic signs, have
been found to be the same in all countries and ages. Hence,
we infer that these diseases are, each of them, something
distinet, something specifie, sui generis, and that the totality
of their phenomena should be considered with reference to
the essential principle which develops them in the tissues.

This doetrine of the pathological unity of the symptoms
of a disease, is equally applicable to every other disturbance
of the physiological functions. A pneumonia, or inflam-
mation of the lungs, for instance, is not merely an aggre-
gate of symptoms, but the aggregation of the symptoms
depends upon an internal unitary condition of abnormal
vitality. Symptoms, therefore, should never be considered
without reference to the pathological condition of the vital
organism. It is this condition alone that imparts a definite,
unmistakable character to the symptoms, and enables us to
discriminate between these and other apparently similar
symptoms, which, nevertheless, may differ from the former
in all their essential features. How easily may a common
eczema be mistaken for varioloid, if the shape and appear-
ance of the eruption are our only diagnostic signs; or how
easily might we mistake a syphilitic bubo for a common
glandular swelling, if the internal character of the disease
and the character of the accompanying ulcer were not care-
fully considered. The symptomatic branch of the Homee-
opathic School has undoubtedly erred in neglecting the
pathology of diseases. We shall hereafter examine the
contrivances and shifts which the symptomists have re-
sorted to as substitutes for this most essential item of the
great Science of Therapeutics.
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We have seen that Hahnemann defines disease as an ab-
normal condition of the vital forces of the organism, and
that, according to his teaching, a cure has been effected
when all the perceptible symptoms of the disease have been
removed. Let us now proceed a little farther in our con-
sideration of the Hssay whichi we have taken as our guide
in the study of the fundamental doctrines of Homceopathy.

Hahnemann goes on to say, after teaching that, “on the
removal of the morbid symptoms nothing remains but
health :” :

“Now because diseases are only dynamic derangements
of our normal vitality, they cannot be removed by man
otherwise than by means of agents and powers which like-
wise are capable of producing dynamical derangements of
the human health ; that is to say, diseases are cured dynam-
ically by medicines.

“These active substances or medicines effect the cure of
diseases by means of the same dynamic powers by which
they are able to derange the vital condition of the organism
in respect to its sensations and functions, and to produce in
this organism dynamic changes manifested by certain mor-
bid symptoms, the knowledge of which, as we shall see,
affords us the most trustworthy information concerning
the morbid states that can be most certainly cured by each
particular medicine,

“There is no agent, no power in Nature capable of mor-
bidly affecting the healthy individual, which does not at
the same time possess the faculty of curing certain morbid
states.

“Inasmuch as the power of curing diseases, and that of
morbidly affecting persons in health, is found indissolubly
united in all drugs; and inasmuch as both these powers
emanate from the same source, viz.: from the faculty inhe-
rent in every drug of dynamically affecting the condition
of the organism, whence it follows that their action upon
organs in disease takes place according to the same in-
dwelling laws, as their action upon organs in their normal
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condition: we finally infer that it is the same drug-force
which effects a cure as that which develops morbid symp-
toms in health.

“ Hence we shall find that the curative power of med-
icines and that which each of them is able to effect in
diseases, does not become ifest in any other way more
surely or palpably, and cannot be ascertained by us in any
more perfect manner than by the morbid phenomena which
medicines develop in healthy individuals. Hence, if it 1s
sufficient to have before us a list of the peculiar morbid
symptoms produced by the various medicines on healthy
individuals, all we require to do is to institute a series of
pure experiments to decide what medicinal symptoms will
always rapidly and permanently cure and remove certain
symptoms of disease, in order to determine beforehand, in
every case, which of all the different medicines known and
thoroughly tested as to their peculiar symptoms, must be
the most certain remedy in every case of disease.”

These few paragraphs- suggest the consideration of two
important points in the doctrines of the Homaopathic
School ; We allude to the proving of drugs upon persons in
health, and to the existence of a dynamic principle or force
in every drug. Let us devote a few moments to a more
minute examination of these interesting subjects.

Previous to Hahnemann, regular provings of drugs were
not deemed necessary to secure a perfect adaptation of the
remedial agent to the disease. The pharmaco-dynamic pro-
perties of drugs were generally known only from some ac-
cidental cases of poisoning, or from the effects produced by
an excessive dose of the drug, which constituted, after all,
a peculiar species of legalized poisoning. One drug was
simply known as an emetic, more or less mild or severe in
its operations, but still only as an emetic; another drug as
a febrifuge ; another as a sudorific; another as a diuretic ;
another again as'a rubefacient ; another as an antiphlogis-
tic: and these unsatisfactory generalizations led to, and con-
firmed the exceedingly speculative practice of former times,
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The Healing Art, it strikes us, consisted simply of the few
very general and very vague operations of bleeding, sweat-
ing, purging, vomiting, salivating, stupefying, stimulating
or blistering the patient; and the scorching satire which
the keen genius of Molitre has inflicted upon the dogmatism
and the self-sufficient pride ofithe profession, ip his “ MA-
LADE IMAGINAIRE,” howsoever humiliating this imperisha-
ble monument of wit and comedy may appear to all super-
ficial and truth-dreading followers of sculapius, must,
nevertheless, be received as a permanent protest of the in-
sulted sense and the wounded sensibilities of humanity
against the barbarous empiricism which had been enthroned
in the schools as the goddess of medical truth, and was
worshipped by an infatuated and ignorant multitude as
heaven's sublimest inspiration, and the prerogative of un-
approachable and mysterious genius. It is true, a great
many, and, indeed, all the noble spirits of the profession,
had recorded their condemnation of the blind empiricism
~and sweeping generalizations of  their art. Boerhaave,
Sydenham, Huxham, Hoffmann, Girtanner, Haller, had ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction with the uncertainties of Medi-
cine and the fanciful theories of her professors; but no
positive and radical reforms had ever been proposed by any
of these writers, and it must be admitted that the first signal
revolution in the principles and practice of Medicine, what-
ever value may otherwise be attached to it by its friends or
opponents, dates from the period when Hahnemann pro-
claimed the doctrine: that a cure can only be effected by
means of drugs which are capable of producing, in healthy
organisms, a train of symptoms exactly similar to those of
the natural disease.

In order to oppose a series of natural morbid symptoms
by a similar series of drug-symptoms, the symptoms which
the drug is capable of producing in the healthy organism,
have not only to be known with perfect correctness, but in
their totality. The natural group of symptoms is beyond
our grasp; the laws of life and the influences by which they
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happen to be disturbed, are the determining causes of this
group, and regulate it according to their own sovereign
pleasure. DBut the artificial group, or the symptoms which
the drug contains, as it were, within the recesses of its
structural organization, and which it is the business of the
prover to develop in a regular series, are more or less sub-
ject to his control, and their exact and complete evolution
depends a good deal upon the arbitrament of his own judg-
ment. For, he has to determine what substances in Nature
constitute, properly speaking, drugs, and from which of
them such symptoms can be elicited as have a positive, un-
mistakeable therapeutic value; he has to determine whether
those whom he desires to associate with himself in the busi-
ness of proving, enjoy sufficient health and energy to bear
the privations and fatigue which the trial of drugs involves,
and are not exposed to influences that might impair the action
of the drug or produce before the observing reason a train
of adulterated or factitious symptoms; he has, furthermore,
to determine in what guantities and order the drug which
is to be proved, is to be taken, in order that its true physio-
logical action may He fully and correctly developed ; and,
finally, he has to watch the changes which are taking place
in the organism during the trial of the drug, with perse-
vering and discriminating attention, lest the drug should be
credited with symptoms which are attributable to altogether
different causes. The proving of drugs, therefore, involves
a variety of eminent gualities of which the prover should
be possessed: sound health, a discriminating judgment, a
perfect absence of that species of vanity which delights in
producing a vast array of symptoms at the expense of
truth, and a noble enthusiasm which is not afraid of syste-
matically inflicting pain and distress upon the bodily frame
in the service of the holiest cause, the cause of suffering
humanity. When Hahnemann first instituted systematic
provings of drugs, he was surrounded by a band of devoted
disciples who, under the leadership of their master, made
it their sacred duty to sacrifice their comfort and risk their
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very lives in the noble endeavor of building up an authori-
tative, universally acknowledged Materia Medica upon the
incontrovertible basis of positive experimentation. His
Materia Medica Pura, with the magnificent provings of
Aconite, Belladonna, Cinchona, Mercurius, Nux Vomieca,
Ignatia, Pulsatilla, Ipecacuanha, and a number of other
drugs will be looked upon by the remotest posterity as a
monument of careful and just observation of the physio-
logical action of drugs upon the healthy organism. And,
more recently, the provings and re-provings of a body of
Austrian homeeopathic physicians deserve to be mentioned
as instances of brilliant devotion in the cause of true medi-
cal science. Every symptom which these various provers
have recorded as the positive effect of some drug, bears upon
its face an undeniable expression of the truth ; and the com-
plex of the symptoms of a drug reveals with unmistakeable
accuracy its peculiar sphere of action as a.therapeutic agent,

The efforts of these provers, among whom some of the
boldest and persevering experimenters are physicians of
what we have deemed it our privilege to designate as the
0Old School, have been commended by such men as Trous-
seau and Pidoux in the most flattering terms. The proving
of drugs upon persons in perfect health is universally recog-
nized by physicians of every School as the only safe method
of determining their therapeutic properties by their health-
disturbing powers. If some members of the homceopathic
brotherhood have rendered themselves guilty of censurable
extravagances in this business of proving, Homceopathy as a
Science, should not be held responsible for their aberrations.

Let us now examine the second point which constitutes a
prominent feature in Hahnemann's doctrines, viz.: that every
drug contains a characteristic force or principle which is
essential to this, and to no other drug. What is it, for
instance, that distinguishes Belladonna from Aconite? We
may answer: the external appearance, the shape of the
leaves, the color and shape of the flowers, and other natural
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properties. But a homoceopathist inquires farther: Do these
distinguishing properties depend upon a purely external
combination of atoms, or upon an indwelling principle or
power? We answer: If these properties depended upon,
or rather, resulted from a chemico-physical combination of
atoms, what is it that maintains, develops and perpetuates
this peculiar order of atomic combination? Supposing
every plant to be composed of Carbo, Oxygen, Nitrogen
and Hydrogen, we ask: by virtue of what force or power
in Nature is it that these four principles are united, in one
case, into a peculiar order resulting in Stramonium; in
another case, resulting in Belladonna; in another, in Aconite;
in another again, in the rose or tulip; in short, resulting in
every case in some plant characteristically distinet from
every other? We say that there is inherent in every drug
a foree or power constituting the essential or, if you please,
life-prineiple of the drug, upon whose presence in the drug,
whether organic or inorganie, its atomic combination and
characteristic , properties depend. It is by means of this
principle, which Hahnemann designates as a dynamic force,
that homceopathic physicians act upon a corresponding
disease, and effect all their cures without disturbing the
organism,

Having critically examined the provings of drugs, and
inquired into the existence of a dynamic force or principle
in every drug, we are prepared to continue the study and
consideration of Hahnemann's Essay on the Spirit of the
Homeeopathic Doctrine. Hahnemann goes on to say :

“If we ask experience what artificial diseases, as elicited
by provings, can be beneficially employed against certain
natural morbid states; if we ask experience whether a cure
may be expected to ensue most certainly and in the most
permanent manner :

1. “by the use of such medicines as are capable of pro-
ducing in the healthy body a series of symptoms different
from those exhibited by the disease to be cured,
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2. “or by the employment of such as are capable of exist-
ing in the healthy individual an opposite state to that which
is to be removed ; or

3. “by the administration of such medicines as are capable
of causing a condition similar to the natural disease before
us: experience declares indubitably in favor of the last
method.”

The first of these methods is designated by Hahnemann as
the allopathic; the second as the antipathic or enanthiopathic;
and the last as the komeopathic method of treatment.

In regard to the first of these methods, Hahnemann teaches
that, inasmuch as every medicine possesses an action different
from that of every other, and inasmuch, according to eternal
natural laws, every disease causes a derangement of the
human health different from that caused by every other
disease, 1t is evident that a drug-action developed allopathie-
ally, cannot meet a natural morbid action from which it
must for ever remain distinet, as a parallel line can never
touch the other, were both indefinitely prolonged.

The so-called derivative, revulsive, or counter-irritant method
i3 one of the methods adopted by the Allopathic School.
As man became better acquainted with the operations of the
nervous system, he sought to bring the treatment of diseases
more in harmony with the eternal principles of Nature. It
was observed that an internal pain would sometimes cease
with the appearance of an eruption or boil upon the skin; or
that some lingering disease, a weakness of the stomach, an
oppression on the chest, a chronic headache, a lingering
fever, debility and so forth, would disappear spontaneously
with the breaking out of a sore, or of some eruption upon
the chest, head or extremities. These observations gave rise
to the so-called derivative or revulsive method of treatment.
As long as this treatment is mnot carried beyond its true
boundaries, it may be a legitimate mode of affording relief.
There cannot be any reasonable objection to a warm poultice,
a pitch-plaster, or even a mustard-plaster, as long as the
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sufferings of the patient are really palliated by such simple
applications; but when the principle of counter-irritation is
made the basis of a compact system' of treatment, it then
leads to results which are justly condemned by every friend
of man as frightful aberrations of an insane and barbarous
Science. Will it be believed by an enlightened and refined
posterity, that the great and sacred purpose of the Healing
Art, which is, to alleviate, and not to inflict suffering, was
ever sought to be attained by scorching a man’s back with a
red-hot iron, or burning his skin by a slow fire? And yet,
these practices which are now repudiated by every true-
hearted physician, were once the fashionable tortures which
the cruel genius of man had devised for the relief of the sick.

In regard to the second or antipathic method, Hahne-
mann seeks to demonstrate its insufficiency by the following
line of argument: “ The antipathic method cannot effect a
prominent cure of the disease, because the malady must
soon afterwards recurin an aggravated form. According
to a wonderful provision of Nature, organized living beings
are not regulated by the laws of unorganized physical
matter ; they do not receive the influence of external
agents, like the latter, in a passive manner, but strive to
oppose these agents by a contrary endeavor. At first the
living human body is indeed changed by the action of
physical agents; but this change does not remain perma-
nently as in the case of inorganic substances; on the
contrary, the living human organism develops by anta-
- gomnism a condition which is the opposite of the primary
impression.,

“Hence a medicine whose action is contrary to the
disease, can suspend or alter the morbid symptoms only for
a short time; it must soon give place to the antagonism
which pervades the living body and produces a contrary
state, that is to say, a state opposed to the delusive state of
health effected by the palliative remedy. This secondary
state constitutes an addition to the primary affection, and
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is consequently an increased degree of the original disease.
Thus it is that the original malady is always aggravated,
after the palliative meflicine has exhausted its action.”

The celebrated formula * Contraria Contrariis Curantur,”
is the formula of the palliative method of treatment, desig-
nated by Hahnemann as the antipathic system, This system
must necessarily have been the first method of treatment
that man stumbled upon in the infanecy of his understanding.
When disease broke out in the world, the probability is
that a good many persons had to be sick, before the idea,
that a curative relation exists between poisons and diseases,
dawned upon man’s infantile reason; and when a first
perception of the uses of drugs finally developed itself in
the human mind, by what other principle could man have
been guided in their application than by a principle of
antagonism ? He knew that, when feeling cold, he could
neuntralize the cold by warming himself; or that, when
feeling hungry or thirsty, hunger and thirst would disap-
pear after eating or drinking. Was it not natural that this
daily experience should have been applied to the use of
drugs in diseases, and that, if the bowels, for instance, were
constipated, man should have selected for the removal of
that constipation some drug which he knew produced the
opposite effect ? Indeed, this became the general principle
of cure so far as it was applicable. Medicines were pre-
seribed that had a tendency to produce effects contrary to
those of the disease.

This principle, which has been perpetuated under the
well known formula of * Contraria Contrarits Curantur,” is
liable to serious objections. One of the principal objections
18, that it is impossible to find a contrarium to disease.
What is the contrarium of a sick-headache? Of colic? Of
pneumonia? Of paralysis? Of pleurisy? Diseases have
no contraries, and the principle “ Contraria Contrariis,” is
therefore, at most, a theoretical sophism. But even in cases
where the principle might have been applied with a show
of reason; for instance, in a case of diarrheea or constipa-
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tion, it was soon discovered that the use of a contrary
medicine frequently had the effect of aggravating the con-
dition of the patient, and rendering his complaint more
obstinate in the end. It was seen that the principle “ Con-
traria Contrariis” is a perfect rule, when a palliating effect is
to be obtained; that it applies perfectly to the common
processes of life; that hunger is satisfied by food, thirst
quenched by drinks, cold is removed by heat, and heat
tempered by cold ; and that, by all these palliative gratifi-
cations, the organism is strengthened, and the harmony of
its functions preserved. But it was likewise perceived that,
when this principle was elevated to the rank of a curative
law, it became a dangerous fallacy. “In chronic diseases,”
writes Hahnemann, “which constitute the true touchstone
of a genuine Healing Art, the injurious character of the
antagonistic remedy often displays itself in a high degree,
since its repeated exhibition for merely illusory curative
purposes renders it necessary, that it should be administered
in increasing doses which are often productive of serious
danger to life, or even of actual death.”

“There remains therefore,” teaches Hahnemann, “ only a
third mode of employing medicines in order to effect a
really beneficial result, to wit, by employing in every case
a medicine that has power to excite of itself an artificial
morbid affection in the organism similar to the actual case
of disease.

“Tt is not difficult to perceive what are the laws of
Nature, according to which the only appropriate cure of
diseases, the homaopathic, takes place.

¢« The first of these unmistakeable laws of Nature is: the
living organism is incomparably less capable of being
affected by natural diseases than by medicines.

« A multitude of disease-exciting causes act daily and
hourly upon us, but they are incapable of deranging the
physiological equilibrium of the organism ; being resisted
by the activity of the life-sustaining power within us, the
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individual remains healthy. It is only when these external
inimical agencies assail us in a very aggravated form, and
we are especially exposed to their influence, that we con-
tract disease; but even then we do not become seriously
ill, unless the organism is disposed, by virtue of a peculiar
inherent predisposition, to be affected by the morbific cause
in question, and to be deranged in its health.

“Tf the inimical agents in Nature which we term morbific
agents and which are partly physical and partly psychical,
that is, pertaining either to the bodily or spiritual range,
possessed an unconditional power of deranging the human
health, they would not leave any one in good health on
account of their being so universally distributed; every
one would become ill, and we should never be able to ob-
tain an idea of health. But since, upon the whole, diseases
are only exceptional states of the organism, it follows that
it is only in consequence of a particular predisposition that
the individual becomes liable to being affected by morbific
causes, and the organism becomes capable of being disturbed
by disease.”

Before proceeding, we desire to call the reader’s attention
to the fact that Hahnemann, in this paragraph, admits the
existence, first, of morbific forces ; secondly, of morbid predis-
positions ; and thirdly, of conditions favorable to the develop-
ment of diseases. These teachings will prove valuable to us
in our subsequent exposition of the homaeopathic law.

Let us proceed.

“Tt is far otherwise,” writes Hahnemann, “ with the arti-
ficial dynamic agents which we term medicines. Every
true drug acts at all times, under all circumstances, on any
living body, and excites in it the symptoms peculiar to the
drug in a perceptible form, provided the dose is large
enough, so that every human organism must always and
inevitably be affected by the medicinal disease, which, as is
well known, is not the case with respect to natural diseases.

“All experience proves incontestably that the human
body is much more readily affected by medicinal agents
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than by morbific principles and contagious miasms; or,
what amounts to the same thing, that medicinal substances
possess an absolute power of deranging human health,
whereas morbific agents possess only a very conditional
power, vastly inferior to the former.”

This circumstance enables us, according to Hahnemann’s
further teachings, to employ drugs for definite curative
purposes, in obedience to a second natural law which
Hahnemann expresses in the following proposition: “ A
stronger dynamic affection permanently extinguishes the
weaker in the living organism, provided the former be
similar in kind to the latter; for,” argues Hahnemann, “the
organism, as a living, individual unity, cannot receive two
similar dynamic affections at the same time, without the
weaker yielding to the stronger similar one; consequently,
as it is more disposed to be more strongly affected by the
medicinal affection, the other, similar, weaker one, or the
natural disease, must necessarily give way, or allow itself
to be cured.”

Hahnemann, as if foreseeing the objection which would
be raised against this mode of explaining the operation of
homeeopathic agents, adds:

“Let it not be imagined that the living organism, if a
new affection be communicated to it by a homeeopathic
agent, will thereby become more seriously deranged, or
burdened with an addition to its sufferings, just as a leaden
plate which is pressed upon by an iron weight, is still more
geverely bruised by placing a stone in addition upon it, or
a piece of copper heated by friction, must become still
hotter by pouring upon it water of a more elevated tem-
perature. No, our living organism does not behave pas-
gively; it is not regulated by the laws that govern dead
matter; it reacts by vital antagonism, so as to surrender
itself as an individual living whole to its morbid derange-
ment, and to allow this derangement to be extinguished
within it, when a stronger affection of a similar kind, pro-
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the measure and quality of its inherent susceptibility for
disease. Hence Hahnemann argues against the external
application, in cutaneous affections generally, and in scabies
in particular, of all such agents as might have a tendency
to suppress the eruption in a violent manner.

Tolle causam | remove the canse! Hahnemann has been
the first and only therapeutist who has ever complied with
this supreme demand of every rational system of the Heal-
ing Art in a comprehensively scientific manner. Here we
have a morbific force ingrafting itself upon a corresponding
capacity in the tissues, and developing this capacity into an
active disease. Remove this force, this causative factor of
disease, from the living organism; separate its connection
with the capacity for disease, this other passive, recipient
element in the pathological process, and we shall have
effected the recovery of our patient.

We have reached the last stage of our argument.

We are told that the law which homceopathic physicians
have inscribed upon the banner of their School, flashed
upon Hahnemann's mind at the time when he was translat-
ing the article on Peruvian bark in Cullen’s Materia Medica.
He thought that Cullen’s manner of accounting for the
specific virtues of Peruvian bark in fever and ague was
incorrect or insufficient, and that this agent most probably
cured fever and ague because it was capable of producing
a similar disease in healthy organisms. History has re-
corded the gradual building-up of the homceopathic fabric
from this simple beginning. Hahnemann at once went to
work, constructing a Materia Medica in accordance with
the new therapeutic law which had dawned upon his
Reason. Te instituted provings with a number of drugs
with a view of determining their homeeopathicity to known
diseases, but he soon found that a simple parallel between
drug-symptoms and pathological phenomena was insufficient
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to establish the scientific character of his new System of
Therapeutics.

In dwelling upon this subject and seeking to invest the
formula which he had adopted as the basis of the homeeo-
pathic Healing Art, with the dignity of a universal law
founded in Nature and Reason, Hahnemann was led to
assert that ““ the forces which cause diseases, are likewise capable
of removing them.” If this be true, it follows as a corollary
to this general proposition, that the forces which cause
particular diseases, must be capable of curing them. We
have seen that Hahnemann at first applied this doctrine of
causative forces to chronic diseases, and that he admitted
three distinet orders of morbific forces in which all known
chronic diseases orlgmatﬂ we mean the psorie, the syphi-
litic and the sycosic miasms.

How do these same forces cure the diseases which they
are respectively capable of developing in the living organ-
ism? By means of drugs, whose active powers are in their
essence identical with the forces of disease. Under the
name ‘ Antipsories,” Hahnemann has set apart a number
of drugs which he deems especially fitted for the business
of curing chronic diseases. It is readily seen that this
mode of defining the relation of drugs to diseases not only
applies to chronie, but likewise to acute diseases. We are
not anxious to thrust Homceopathy upon our allopathic
brother; but the coherency and unity of the argument
impel us, with an irresistible force, to this enunciation
_ of the facts and the philosophy of Hahnemann’s deep
teachings.

What a unity in the System of Nature! It is in this
unity that the Homoeopathic KEdifice has its being. Drugs
are the products of the same forces which, when acting
upon the innate capacities for disease in the organic tissues,
develop the facts of Pathology. The causative force which,
by stimulating a germinal principle in the soil of our
planet, develops the Belladonna-plant, may, by its action
upon the innate capacities for disease in the organic tissues,
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develop the pathological derangements which the Bella-
donna-plant is especially designed to cure. In order to
determine what these derangements are, we institute syste-
matic provings with suitable quantities of the drug upon
persons in health. We likewise avail ourselves of the sad
records of Toxicology. Results thus obtained afford
approximative, although, in most instances, certain indica-
tions of the specific relations of drugs to diseases, which
become established curative relations by the evidence of
clinical experience. 3

This, then, is the final condition of a cure: to act upon
the morbific force which has ingrafted itself upon a corre-
sponding capacity in the tissues, by means of an agent
which, in Nature, constitutes its material substratum or
product. If the connection between the morbific force and
the receptivity of the tissues has not become indissoluble,
the morbific force will go to this drug in obedience to the
great law upon which all the harmonies in Nature and
Society depend, the law of ATTRACTIVE AFFINITY. The
morbific force withdrawing itself little by little from the
recesses of the organism, will descend into the cireumseribed
plane of the drug, and will be readily expelled by a disem-
barrassed vitality. In this pathological process, the disease
is not conquered by an opposing force; its withdrawal from
the tissues is an act of free obedience to the law: that, in
Nature, superior affinities control affinities of an inferior order.
The affinity which identifies the morbific force with its cor-
responding drug, or the natural disease with its correspond-
ing drug-disease, is more specific, more positive, more
pointed and precise, and therefore more spontaneous, than
the vague, diffusive, unsupported affinity inherent in the
morbid capacities of a resisting organism.,

This exposition of Hahnemann’s doctrine of Chronie
Diseases, and of the spirit and philosophy of Homceopathy,
with which this doctrine is imseparably connected, may be
fitly concluded by a brief allusion to a few points of prac-
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is embodied in the developments which we have presented
in this Essay. The practitioners of our School are inclined to
regard eruptions as symbolie representations or vicarious sub-
stitutions for an internal disorder might attack the internal
organism, if the external sign should be suppressed by
violent means. :

Every physician knows that, in acute cases, the sudden
disappearance or the non-appearance of the eruption may
prove fatal to the brain or to some other vital organ.

Has not the incautious suppression of a chancre or of a
gonorrheeal discharge led to the development of constitutional
and frequently incurable disorders?

Has not the drying-up an old sore by means of an astrin-
gent wash resulted in apoplexy ?

Has not the suppression of an acute rash by means of the
mercurial ointment entailed incurable spasmodic paroxysms,
asthma, St. Vitus' dance?

Has not the violent removal of scaldhead by means of
washes and ointments resulted in hydrocephalus?

And does not Professor Schoenlein of Berlin inform us, in
his published lectures, that the suppression of scabies may
result in vertigo, rTheumatism, amaurosis, paralysis, neuralgia
of the extremities and abdominal nerves, epilepsy, chlorosis,
mania, inflammation of the joints, more particularly of the
hip and knee-joints, tuberculosis of the lungs and stomach ?

Nevertheless, let it be understood that there is no statute
in the Homceopathic School forbidding the external appli-
cation of tinctures, ointments, liniments, in all suitable cases.
No enlightened allopathic practitioner would seek to suppress
a chancre by cauterization, if he should feel satisfied that the
virus had been absorbed by the general current of the cireu-
lation. From whatever point of view these practices may
be advocated or rejected, the laws of Common Sense and
the results of Experience appeal with equal force to the
practitioners of all Schools.

Hahnemann advises the external use of drugs in a variety
of cases. ITe recommends the external use of the tincture
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THE PHILOSOPHICAT BASIS OF A CLASSI-
FICATION OF DRUGS.

{ ’

Until Hahnemann appeared upon the world’s stage, Medi-
¢ine was in reality nothing but a chaotic mass of speculative
theories of the most dogmatic character. Medicines were
administered upon no better grounds than some hypothetical
notion concerning their curative virtues, and these virtues
were determined by the System of Therapeutics that hap-
pened to be in vogue. The humoralist, for instance, in
whose system all diseases arise from a deterioration of the
humors, had his inerassants, his diluents, his inviscants, his
deobstruents, his detergents. The medicines which were
arranged under these and other heads, in the philosophy of
humoral pathologists, were again made subservient by Brown
and Rasori to their peculiar theories. Brown classed drugs
agrecably to what he conceived to be their stimulating
properties; stimulation was the great object of all medical
treatment in his hands, and the quantity of incitability,
with which the tissues were found endowed, yielded him a
standard by which the curative adaptability of remedial
agents to a given case might be determined. Hence all
agents became remedial in his hands, food, aleohol or opium;
for all of them were capable of stimulating the tissues.

According to the doctrines of this most erushing dogma-
tist, every disease is essentially a state of debility or asthenia,
and stimulation is, in every case of disease, an appropriate
proceeding. The whole Science of Therapeutics is reduced
to a knowledge of the quantity of stimulation that may
be required in each case.

Rasori, in obedience to his famous doctrine of counter-
stimulation, had to classify drugs into hypersthenisants or
inflammation-exciting, stimulating agents, and hypo-stheni-
sants or inflammation-combating, depressing agents. Tartar
emetic being possessed of an extraordinary power of depress-
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ing the pulse, was considered by the School of Rasori as the
type of hyposthenisants. Mercury, Digitalis, Aconite were
likewise classed among the order of hyposthenisants. ITy-
posthenisants or counter-stimulants mean one and the same
thing. Antimony is a counter-stimulant because in inflam-
mation, which is considered as a state of stimulation by the
School of Rasori, the pulse may become depressed under
the action of this agent.

Laénnee, the father of the Specific School, whose name
has become so brilliantly identified with the stethoscope,
introduced another system of classification, after Brown,
which still finds favor with a great many practitioners of
the Old School. Arranging medicines with reference to
specific diseases, the character of every medicine was deter-
mined by the syllable anti, which was placed at the head, or
by the syllable fuge at the end of some pathological name,
against which the medicine was supposed to act. Hence we
have anti-phlogistics, or medicines against inflammation,
among which the Old-School considers blood-letting, in its
various forms and degrees, as the paramount remedy. Anti-
bilious medicines or medicines against bile; anti-scorbutie,
or medicines against scurvy; anti-syphilitics or medicines
against syphilis. We have likewise febrifuge medicines,
or medicines which drive away fever; vermifuge, or medi-
cines which expel worms. It is perfectly correct to say
that a medicine, which expels worms, is a vermifuge, or that
a medicine, which sur.'.cessﬁﬂl]r combats inflammation, is an
anti-phlogistic. But it is radically false to consider a medi-
cine a vermifuge or an anti-phlogistic under all circumstan-
ces, and to group a certain number of medicines together,
as by a decree of Fate, in one category. The consequence
is that a pliysician, who accepts this kind of classification as
correct, will treat a case of fever and ague for which he sup-
poses (Quinine to be a specifie, according to the Yeachings of
his Materia Medica, with increasing doses, until the patient
falls a victim to this dreadful practice. Quinine is bound to
cure this case; if five grains will not do it, ten may; and if
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ten will not accomplish a cure, twenty, thirty or an hundred
must. The sad consequences of this awful practice to hu-
man life and happiness, are incalculable. Woe unto the
poor frame that falls into the hands of a specificist who de-
lights in Mercury. He is bound to salivate his patient.
He commences his butchery with five grains without accom-
plishing his results. Ten grains, twenty grains are given,
all in vain; it never occurs to this deluded monomaniac
that, by virtue of some peculiar idiosyncracy, salivation, in
the case of this patient, may be impossible. Speaking of
this case to his colleagues, he exclaims in utter amazement :
I never saw such a constitution; Mrs. So-and-so cannot be
salivated ; I gave her fifty grains of Mercury, and her mouth
remained as dry as a chip. Yes, so it did; and her bones,
her joints, her synovial secretions, her whole reproductive
system ; what becomes of all this? What does the misera-
ble dogmatist care for the rheumatism which desolates his
patient’s joints? What does he care for her neuralgia;
what does he care for her languishing and prostrate condi-
tion, her falling hair, her sallow complexion which has taken
the place of the fresh bloom of youth ; her waning strength,
her dropsical bloat, her cold and clammy skin? What does
he care if the patient dies, so that she dies secundum artem,
by the dreary rules of a medical theory?

Every physician may hear of these things in his profes-
sional intercourse with Society. He may hear of young
girls whose menstrual functions have become arrested.
Secale or Aloes, being emmenagogues, so written down
in the books, must bring about the menstrual secretion.
But Secale may not be the remedy, and the poor girl has
‘to be poisoned for the honor of the School. The menses
will not make their appearance, but symptoms of poisoning
may, from the most horrid uterine spasms to gangrene of
the extremities.

And yet, a beautiful and life-restoring truth underlies
this system of specific drugs. We shall see as we proceed
in the study of our subject, that a drug, which is not spe-
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cifically adapted to a disease, cannot possibly effect a cure.
The mistake which the specificists of the Old-School com-
mit, consists in taking a name for the basis of their specificity.,
It is not names, but states, pathological conditions charac-
terised by definite symptoms, that should constitute this
basis. A pathological condition which requires Nux vom-
ica for its remedy, will not yield to Ipecacuanha or any
other drng. This law is as fixed as the starry heavens,
In this determination of the specific relations of drugs to
specific diseases, consists the whole Art and Science of
Homeeopathy.

It seems unnecessary to continue this eriticism much
further ; we will only mention, for the sake of completeness,
that the Physiologieal School, of which Bichat is one of the
most illustrious founders, and Broussais the most brilliant
and logical architect, has indulged in another classification
of drugs, in accordance with its own peculiar views of tis-
sues and functions. In this School we find our sialogogues,.
or drugs which promote the secretion of saliva ; our emmen-
agogues, or drugs which restore the menses; our catharties
and drastries, drugs which promote or compel the peristaltic
motion and consequent evacuation of the bowels.

The classification adopted by the practitioners of the Phy-
siological School, seems to be more logical, than any that had
been introduced by other pathologists. It is suggested by the
functions of the different organs, the classification being
generally determined by the most prominent effect of the
drug. Merecury, for instance, is termed a sialogogue or saliva-
secreting drug, because a more copious secretion of saliva
is the chief symptom among the various effects of Mercury.
But is this the only effect of this implacable enemy? Does
not Mercury destroy the alveolar processes, the gums, the
bones, the mucous membranes? Does it not destroy the
plasticity of the blood? Does it not induce ulcers on the
sexual organs, swelling, inflammation and suppuration of
glands? All these diversified effects of Mercury are promi-

L
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nent disorders of this formidable poison, and are not in the
remotest degree alluded to by the term sialogogue.

Or take Aconite, another drug of an extensive range of
action. How will you classify it in accordance with its
diversified symptoms? Old-School physicians term it a
narcotic, and some of them now go so far as to consider it
an antiphlogistic, because the primary effect of Aconite
consists in depressing the pulse. But Aconite might like-
wise be classed among the sudorifies, for it promotes cuta-
neous action in fever; or it might be considered as a
diuretic, for it increases the flow of urine; or as a sedative,
for it quiets the restlessness of an agitated nervous system ;
or as a tonie, for it restores the sunken energy of the sys-
tem in fever or nervous diseases; or asan emmenagogue, for
it brings back the menses, if they are suppressed by expo-
sure to wet or by fright; or as an errhine, for it restores
the secretions of the Schneiderian membrane, after they
had become suppressed by a cold. There is hardly a cate-
gory in which Aconite, and indeed many other drugs of a
comprehensive therapeutic range, might not be classed with
all due regard for scientific accuracy.

It seems perfectly proper to class drugs with reference to
certain tissues or organs. Some drugs act more upon one
organ or tissue than upon another, and there are drugs
which act so prominently upon one organ or set of organs,
that they may be classed with a good degree of propriety
with reference to this particular organ or set of organs.
Secale, for instance, may very properly be considered as a
uterine agent, on account of the prominence of its action
upon the uterine fibre; Aconite may be set down as a car-
diac remedy, because it affects the movements of the heart
in a very characteristic manner ; Digitalis and black Snake-
root may be ranged among the cardiacs for similar reasons.
Pulsatilla has a marked action upon the synovial mem-
branes; Arsenic upon the liver and stomach; Mercury
upon the gums and salivary glands; Nux vomica upon the
medulla oblongata; Opium, Hyosecyamus, Belladonna and
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Stramonium upon the brain., Cantharides act upon the
bladder with more exclusive intensity than any other
known drug can boast of,

A natural mode of classifying drugs would undoubtedly
be the following. Inasmuch as every drug must neces-
sarily act upon definite points in the living organism, upon
distinct localities, this peculiarity should not be lost sight
of in a natural System of Classification. We might refer
to this peculiarity as the anatomical character of the drug.

Another standard of classification would then be the
physiological character of the drug, or the manner in which
the functions of the affected organ are modified by it.

And lastly we might consider the pathological character
of the drug, that is to say, its relations to definite patho-
logical conditions as indicated by the physiological actmn
of the drug, or its action upon healthy tissues.

Every drug should be studied from this trinitary point
of view as an anatomico-physiologico-pathological entity.
In our recently published System of Materia Medica and
Therapeutics, this order of studies has been strictly ad-
hered to. We have endeavored, from the toxicological
and pathogenetic effects of a drug, to trace its relation to
the organic tissues which it affects; next, we have pre-
sented the physiological action of the drug as manifested
by symptoms, and lastly we have established parallel series
between the pathogenetic or drug-effects, and the patholo-
gical or morbid symptoms in the case of every drug.

The inherent defects of the classifications of drugs which
Old-School authors have adopted, each from his own point
of view as regards the nature of diseases and the primary
or physiological action of drugs, are admitted by such men
as Trousseau and Pidoux, whom we consider as two of the
most philosophical and independent therapeutists of the
Old-School. ~ They say, speaking of alterative agents:
“We are doubtful whether there exists a single agent in
the Materia Medica that could be rigorously classed in a
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treatment of diseases. Hahnemann having become dis-
gusted with the pathological vagaries of his cotemporaries,
and being thoroughly convinced of their untenableness and
their mischievous character as therapeutic generalizétions,
repudiated pathological doctrines altogether as unnecessary
in the practical business of healing the sick. 4

We say that he repudiated pathological speculations ; he
did not repudiate Pathology as a natural Science. He did
not say that, because the treatment of acute and chronie
diseases had been based upon speculative notions concerning
the essence of such disorders, measles, scarlatina, small-pox,
inflammations ceased to be definite morbid conditions,
characterised by specific pathognomonic signs and subject
to special laws of development from the period of incu-
bation to their final disappearance the organic fissues.
Hahnemann did not say that the causes, course and natiral
terminations of diseases should not be carefully obsgrved
and investigated by medical practitioners. If his own
applications of the new law of cure were incomplete, this
very incompleteness resulted from his perfect and penetra-
ting knowledge of the pathological speculations of his age,
and of their destructive influence in the domain of practical
Therapeutics.

Would that we could contribute our mite to securing a
just appreciation of the teachings of his great genius! His
own followers have distorted them by their childish extrava-
gances. If Hahnemann repudiated pathological speculations,
they repudiated the very Pathology of diseases. If he taught
that symptoms are the only reliable guides, in the treatment
of diseases, for the selection of a remedial agent, they taught
that symptoms constitute the alpha and omega of disease.
Hahnemann repudiated names, but he never discarded patho-
logical conditions. Hahnemann never said that asthma was
not something essentially distinct from pneumonia, or that
pericarditis was not something essentially distinct from
hydrothorax. Speculate as much as you please about the
essential nature of diseases, but do not base your treatment
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upon mere speculative theories. Was Hahnemann wrong
in denouncing the pernicious practice of his cotemporaries,
who sacrificed the living organism to a System, a Doctrine?
Hahnemarm was an eminently practical philosopher; to him
the Art of healing diseases was a practical business, and the
only practical foundation upon which, according to his judg-
ment, this Art should build its temple, was a careful and
comprehensive knowledge of all the perceptible symptoms
of a disease. For, argued Hahnemann, if the perceptible
symptoms have disappeared, the patient is either well, or
else all further treatment becomes impossible, for the simple
reason, that the indications for treatment are wanting.

To this very simple, and, to our mind, very conclusive
mode of reasoning, it has been objected that a patient may
be afilicted with a disease of whose presence he is not con-
scious. A patient may have an aneurism of the aorta and
may suddenly die of this disease, without having suspected
“ its existence. What will you do in such case with your
symptom-theory 2 Well, nothing. But what do gou pro--
pose to do in such a case with your pathological speculations ?
Do you not see that, in essence, Hahnemann's doctrine is
perfectly correct, and that all legitimate medical treatment
ceases, the very moment the indications are wanting?

Yet, faults have been committed in applying Hahnemann’s
rule, that symptoms are the only reliable indications of
treatment. The genius of the new medical Era which he
was commissioned to inaugurate, over-shadowed him, en-
lightening his judgment, and enabling him to seize upon
the prominent traits of the pathological tableau, and to
adapt to them a corresponding drug-disease with an unerr-
ing certainty. In this respect, his disciples were less for-
tunate, because less favorably endowed. Hahnemann, who
could not transmit his genius, was anxious to transmit a
substitute for the inspiration which guided him in practice.
The drug-symptoms having been carefully ascertained by
provings upon the healthy organism, the question necessa-
rily occurred: What are mgadiaciplea to do with all these
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or at least early in the morning, or simply in the evening,
or only after meals, or, if at other times, when? When did
the shivering come on? Was it merely a sensation of cold,
or was he actually cold at the time? In what part of the
body did the patient feel cold? Was his skin warm when
he complained of being cold? Did he experience a sensa-
tion of cold without shivering? Did he feel heat without
the face being flushed? "What parts of his body were warm
to the touch? Did the patient complain of heat without
his skin being warm? How long did the sensation of cold,
or that of heat, continue? When did the thirst come on?
During the cold or heat, or was it before or after? How
intense was the thirst? When did the perspiration.come
on? Was it at the commencement or at the expiration of
the heat? What space of time elapsed between the heat
and the perspiration? Was it when sleeping or waking
that it manifested itself? Was it profuse or otherwise?
‘Was the perspiration hot or cold? On what parts of the
body did it break out? How did it smell? What did the
patient complain of before or during the chill, during or
after the heat, during or after the perspiration?

We have reason to believe, indeed we know by abundant
testimony, that Hahnemann, in his intercourse with his pa-
tients, did not indulge in this prolix mode of investigation.
The lists of questions which we have presented, is scarcely
one-fourth of the whole interrogatory. It is undoubtedly
true that the practitioner is not directed to go over this
whole ground in every case, and that he is.allowed the privi-
lege of selecting from among the whole number, such ques-
tions as seem to bear more particularly upon the patient's
case. Nevertheless, from excessive scrupulousness, or be-
guiled by the novelty of the proceeding, by the desire of
originality, or even by an innate and habitual pedantry,
physicians very frequently exhausted their patients by such
endless interrogatories, and very soon gave rise, in opposing
minds, to the suspicion, and finally to the open charge, of
quackery.



116 CLASSIFICATION OF DRUGS.

Knowing the symptoms of the disease, the physician then
applied himself to selecting a remedy from among the whole
number of drugs, whose effects upon the healthy organism
had been ascertained more or less completely by a number
of provers. On this subject, the Organon likewise contains
ample instructions, which may be found recorded in a series
of paragraphs from § 150 to § 202 of this extraordinary
work. According to these teachings, in order to cure a
sick-headache, we have to prescribe a medicine that shall
produce an exactly similar headache in a healthy person.
Or, in brder to cure an inflammation of the lungs, we have
to give a medicine that shall cause an exactly similar dis-
turbance of the pulmonary apparatus in a healthy person.
And so with all other diseases, no matter what organ,
tissue, or part of the body may be affected.

In order to prescribe a medicine in accordance with the
principle “Like cURES LIKE,” it is evident that we have,
in the first place, to be acquainted with a medicine that
shall be capable of developing, in the healthy organism, all
the symptoms of the natural disease. We cannot employ
this medicine until we have first tried it upon a number of
healthy persons; in other words, a number of healthy
persons of both sexes, and of various ages, temperaments
and constitutions, must have swallowed a sufficient portion
of the original drug, in order to develop all the various
effects which it is capable of producing in the human organ-
ism. As long as these effects are not exactly known, no
homeeopathic physician can administer a drug in strict
conformity with the law “ Similia Similibus Curantur.”

There are grave difficulties in the way of a literal fulfil-
ment of this rule. Many diseases cannot be reproduced in
the human organism by artificial means. Of this number
are the wvarious cutaneous eruptions, eruptive fevers,
chronic hereditary taints, enlargements of organs, arthritic
deposits, effusions into the cavities of the brain, chest,
abdomen, glandular indurations, schirrous disorganizations,
consumptive conditions, malformations. A great many of
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these diseases can be, and have been, cured, and yet no prover
has ever yet succeeded in developing similar diseases by
mere drugs; it is not probable that, howsoever far a single
man’s devotion to Science may, now and then, be carried,
a number of men will deliberately consent to poison them-
selves systematically for a long time, until their constitu-
tions shall have become so thoroughly impregnated with
the poisonous drug that external or internal disorganiza-
tions must result from these alterations of the organie
vitality.

We have seen that, according to the usnal mode of
understanding the term ‘ Similarity,” and appling his for-
mula “ Similia Similibus,” to the treatment of diseases, a
physician has to proceed in this manner: All the symp-
toms that a patient complains of ; the various sensations ot
pain which he experiences; the various eruptions, pimples,
blotches, tubercles, tumors, ete., which are seen upon the
skin; the color, smell, consistency and frequency of the
urinary and alvine evacuations; the abnormal phenomena
of the nervous system generally; the symptoms occurring
during sleep, such as dreams, startings of the limbs, or
body, ete.; the period of the day when the pain is felt,
the side of the body where it is felt, the conditions and
situations in which it is execited, aggravated or diminished ;
all these symptoms have to be recorded with the most per-
fect minuteness on a sheet of paper, commencing at the head
and ending at the feet, after which a remedy has to be found
in the Materia Medica which shall present the same array of
symptoms, and, if one cannot be found which is exactly
similar, then the next similar, and for the remaining symp-
toms another remedy, so that the group of symptoms which
the natural disease presents, is covered, as it is termed, in its
totality, by the combined symptoms of the remedies em-
ployed in this case.” Those who desire to be acquainted
with Hahnemann’'s own teachings in reference to this matter,
may consult his Organan of Homceopathic Medicine, from
pages 143 to 154. They will there find it stated in sub-
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stance that disease, in a therapeutic aspect, consists in a
certain numerical arrangement of the symptoms, and * that
a cure is effected by means of a drug which is known to
have produced these very symptoms in a healthy person,
when taken by the latter in a sufficient quantity and for a
sufficient length of time.”

These external symptoms are, according to Hahnemann,
all that we can ever know of diseases; the internal connee-
tion of the symptoms, the internal state of the organism, of
which these symptoms are merely the outward manifesta-
tions or perceptible signs, must forever remain hidden from
the searching reason.

According to this system, if strictly adhered to, a pain
would be a mere pain, no matter what its pathological
character might be; it might be more or less severe, more
or less permanent, more or less screwing, boring, stinging,
and the like; but whether it be a purely nervous pain, or
indicative of inflammation, tubercular disorganization, sup-

puration, or of any other morbid process, would remain a
matter of secondary importance.

If the idea of symptomatic similarities were rigorously
pushed to its extreme consequences, we should not only
have to reject the received nomenclature of diseases, but
we might even have to discard the morbid conditions for
which such nomenclature is intended. Inflammation would
become an obsolete technicality. Typhus, jaundice, rheu-
matism, paralysis, spinal irritation would cease to be definite
functional disturbances of particular organs or tissues. The
outward signs of diseases; pains, such as the patient feels
and describes them; eruptions, such as they appear to the
untaught eye of the layman who distingunishes them merely
by their color, shape or by the accessory symptoms of itch-
ing, gnawing, burning and similar subjective sensations:
would constitute the chief object of study and the limit of
treatment.

It never could have been Hahnemann's idea to degrade
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the Secience of Therapeutics to the mechanical business of
taking a record of symptoms, and of adapting to them a
parallel record of drug-effects. His doctrine of Chronic
Diseases alone is sufficient to disprove this absurd charge.
What a boundless space does this doetrine open to specula-
tion! How does the doetrine of symptomatic similarities
apply in cases where the symptoms are few, ill-defined, and
where the physician is nevertheless expected to afford
relief or even to effect a cure? In cases of amaurosis,
chronic asthma or diarrheea, paralysis, spinal irritation, we
are very frequently baffled in our treatment. The idea of
a psoric principle looms up in the back-ground. But how
are we to determine the remedy which corresponds with
this peculiar form of psora? Is it Sulphur, Lycopodium,
Calcarea, or what is it? How many homceopathic prae-
titioners would agree in such a case? Kvery physician
would give an opinion in accordance with preconceived
theoretical notions or predilections. We should have the
Sulphur men, advoeating the imprescriptible rights of their
facile princeps of the anti-psories; Lycopodium would be
represented by others; Dulcamara or Calearea might have
their advocates; Arsenic would undoubtedly hang out its
dark flag, and a pman would be sung to Lachesis by its
worshippers.

Talk of unity in a council of homeeopathic physicians !
Such unity ‘might possibly exist among a few who are
thoroughly conversant with the resources and boundaries
of their Art: with the cause, character and terminations of
diseases; with the inherent rights and necessities of the
physiological organism; who have full confidence in each
other’s ability to cope with disease, and who entertain.a
just and generous appreciation of each other’s experience
and manhood. But there is no more unity among homceo-
pathic physicians of the ordinary standard of education and
professional character, than there is among allopathic phy-
sicians of a corresponding position in the Profession. On
this point we challenge contradiction. We care not
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whether this statement pleases or displeases our profes-
sional brethren. It is a statement based upon personal
observation as well as upon the testimony of practitioners.
In some, but in comparatively few cases, it has been our
good fortune to meet physicians in consultation, where
unity of views concerning the treatment to be pursued was
not the result of superior dictation or experience, but of a
spontaneous exchange of opinions. In medical societies the
same difference of opinion frequently prevails. In discuss-
ing a particular case of cough, of diarrheea, debility, ma-
rasmus, or of other diseases, we have often heard six and
even more remedies proposed by as many members assem-
bled in solemn couneil.

Hahnemann knew as well as any other man, that in the
treatment of mental diseases, it is frequently impossible to
obain from the patient’s own lips an intelligible account of
his sufferings. Little children are likewise unable to relate
their sensations of pain. And how are we to become
acquainted with the symptoms of patients laboring under a
fit of apoplexy, or seized with tetanic convulsions, with the
delirium of typhus, with acute heemorrhage from the lungs,
or some other acute disorder where a total or partial loss of
consciousness incapacitates the patient from giving an ac-
count of his condition? In many cases of disease, a long
and detailed examination of the patient is either impossible
or dangerous. It would be cruel, and indeed impossible, to
subject a patient seized with acute asthma, or with the op-
pressive anguish of pericarditis, to an orthodox eross-exam-
ination after the fashion recommended in the Organon.
““What physician who is sent for in the dead of night to
arrest an hemorrhage from the uterus or lungs, will stand
idly by, and, while the life-pulse of his patient is ebbing
feebler and feebler, amuse himself with taking a record of
all the principal and accessory symptoms of the case?”
What more positive indication does the physician require in
such a case, than the state of the pulse, the temperature of
the body or its extremities, the appearance of the features,
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the expression of the eyes, the character and rhythm of the
inspirations, the relaxed and exhausted condition of the
uterus ? The immediately determining causes of the attack
may very readily be inquired into.

If the old-fashioned method of taking a record of all the
perceptible phenomena of a disease, be the only true, or
rather the only admissible mode of establishing, our diag-
nosis, and determining our choice of a suitable remedial
agent, what is to become of the brute creation? Are our
domestic animals to be abandoned to their fate when sick-
ness overtakes them? Is veterinary surgery, a most inter-
esting portion of the Healing Art, to be abandoned, unless
we can apply to the dumb animal the interrogatory prescribed
by the Organon?

The Homeeopathic Law is essentially true; it is the law
of cure inscribed upon the tablets of Nature. DBut the
manner in which it has been, and is being applied by those
members of our fraternity whom we have taken the liberty
of ranging under the general appellation of symptomists,
or practitioners who preseribe by mere symptoms, is not
true; it is not scientific, and does not commend itself to the
regard of the philosophical minds of other medical Schools.

The original mode of delineating, as the Organon terms
it, an image of the disease, has now been very generally
abandoned by Hahnemann’s followers. In diagnosing a
case of disease, every characteristic symptom should of
course be correctly observed by a homeeopathic practitioner,
and a remedy should be chosen with reference to these
symptoms, not in the pedantically-minute manner which
was considered essential to homceopathic practice by the
first promulgators of our Art; but with the spirit of a
philosophical faith in the identity of drugs and diseases,
which causes every disease to be characterised by a few
striking, unmistakeable symptoms, and which causes every
drug to likewise affect the tissues in a positive, identically
uniform, unmistakeable manner. It is owing to the essen-
tial identity of drug-action, and to the essential identity of
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pathological conditions, through all climes, ages and nations,
that homceopathic practitioners have been enabled to estab-
lish the curative relation of most of their important remedial
agents to diseases upon the reliable basis of actual experience
and repeated observation. The Homeeopathy of the present
day differs from the Homceeopathy of former times in this,
that every enlightened and educated homeeopathic physician
now considers disease not merely as an aggregate of symp-
toms, but as an abnormal condition of the vital force, which
has to be acted upon by a drug in an integral manner; the
perceptible symptoms merely serving us as guides in select-
ing the specific drug for a specific disease.

The original provings of Hahnemann which are recorded
in the four volumes of his Materia Medica Pura, stand out
in bold relief from among the ponderous mass of symptoms
which have been piled up by subsequent experimenters.
Thousands of these pretended drug-effects are utterly
worthless and should be expunged without mercy or hesita-
tion. They only serve to complicate and disfigure the drug-
pictures which Hahnemann and many of his heroic disciples
have bequeathed to us and still continue to perfect for our
use. We might quote thousands of symptoms from Hahne-
mann’s Materia Medica Pura, from the provings of the
Austrian and other Prover’s Unions, and from the isolated
provings of many German, English, French and American
provers, which are so precise and so perfectly characteristie
that they reflect the pathognomie signs of diseases even to
the unexperienced eye of the layman. Any one who will
take the trouble of perusing our recently-published System
of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, will become convinced
of the perfect symptomatic correspondence existing more or
less between every drug therein mentioned, and some par-
ticular disease. We should have to copy the whole work,
if we would furnish full illustrations of this statement.

The action of Aconite upon the cerebro-spinal and gang-
lionic centres is characterised by such well-marked and

]
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of diseases; the peculiarities which very frequently char-
acterise their action; their occurrence or disappearance in
certain positions of the body, or at a particular period of the
day: are not inspired by the genius of the Homceopathic
Healing Art, and must ever fail in doing justice to its life-
saving belests.

“But let it be remembered, that symptoms, although each
may convey an intelligible meaning, have very frequently
to be combined, like the words of speech, into a phrase,
which no longer expresses an elementary idea, but represents
an unitary group of elements, that may occur again and
again as a natural disease, and may occupy a legitimate place
in the Science of Nosology.

A physician who is ignorant of the law of order under
which this group exists from the beginning to the end of
its course, cannot possibly do justice to the therapeutic
requirements upon which the gradual removal of this group
depends. If diarrheea was a prominent symptom of this
group, the constipation which may subsequently set in, may
be regarded by an ignorant practitioner as a morbid con-
dition, whereas, in the light of Reason, it would, perhaps,
appear as a physiological change, spontaneously and neces-
sarily superinduced by the re-awakened vital reaction.

Or an excessive craving for food might be succeeded,
under proper therapeutic management, by a temporary
indifference for almost any kind of nourishment. So far
from requiring any special treatment, the best treatment,
under such circumstances, might perhaps be not to give any
medicine, or, if medicine is to be given at all, to continue
the same remedy which had induced the change, in small
doses, and at lengthened intervals,

Continued menstrual obstructions may be succeeded,
under proper treatment, by a profuse menstrual discharge;
or habitual constipation may result in diarrheea, both the
menstrual discharge and the diarrheea being true physiolo-
gical changes which should not be interfered with by
medicinal influences,
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A practitioner who is sufficiently enlightened by educa-
tion and experience, to disecriminate between physiological
changes which are attributable to nmormal wvital reaction,
and pathological conditions which, although apparently
differing from the original disease, may be simple develop-
ments or symptomatic transformations of the pathological
process whose essential unity may not be changed by the
apparent evelution of new symptoms: such a practitioner
very frequently succeeds in conducting the treatment of an
apparently complicated and deep-seated disorder to a sue-
cessful termination by the use of one or at most two
remedies.

There is hardly a disease which has not yielded to the
exclusive use of one remedy in the hands of a skillful and
enlightened practitioner. 'We know that meningitis,
typhus, scarlatina, uterine affections, etc., have yielded to
Belladonna; pneumonia to Phosphorus, Aconite or Squills;
rheumatism, dysentery, phlegmonous inflammations' and
acute congestions of almost every organ or tissue to
Aconite. Bryonia has cured many a case of rheumatism ;
Pulsatilla has removed inflammations of the synovial mem-
brane. How many cases of liver-affection and their
remote consequences have disappeared under the exclusive
use of Arsenic. Nux claims an exclusive and specific
share in the successful treatment of many forms of gastric
derangements. Look at that host of disorders which may
be traced to lymphatic engorgements as their starting-point,
and where Mercury alone has afforded permanent relief.

We may be pardoned for relating a case, where Ipecacu-
anha effected a very fine and even startling cure. A little
girl was attacked with vomiting, supposed to have been the
consequence of over-eating. The children had had a party,
where ice-cream, oranges and cake had been quite abundant.
For a week after the vomiting, the child seemed drooping
and restless, although she was playing about the house and
was even taken out of doors on one occasion. A rash

¢
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broke out upon her back, thighs and abdomen which we
were told looked like measles, but was evidently sympto-
matic of some internal irritation. The rash which did not
incommode the patient, soon disappeared, after which the
symptoms of mucous irritation became exceedingly marked
throughout the whole expanse of the membrane. Oppres-
sion on the chest, with wheezing and rattling in the air-
passages and constant desire to hack ; very frequent alvine
evacuations, loose, often slimy or watery, or looking like
stirred eggs, at times greenish or dark, and having a most
penetratine and cadaverous smell which saturated the
child’s clothes and infected even the clothes of those near
her; irregular action of the bladder, occasional dysuria,
with discharge of a deep-yellow urine ; occasional distention
of the bowels and more especially of the hepatic region;
extreme emaciation and prostration ; the tongue was coated
with a thick layer of a grayish-yellow mucus; the child
seemed to feel very sore about the chest and sides, for she
screamed out when touched a little hard; her lips and the
corners of her mouth were very sore, cracked and ulcerated ;
her breath was foul ; every evacuation from the bowels was
preceded by severe colicky pains and rumbling of flatulence,
though the attacks of pain were likewise experienced be-
tween the evacuations, and were accompanied by spasmodie
twitchings of the corners of the mouth and a deathlike,
blueish paleness of the face; at times the little patient
would feel cold as ice from head to foot, after which a
burning fever set in, with a deep, circumscribed flush on
one cheek ; occasionally the child, who was an exceedingly
intelligent little girl, complained of headache, and was re-
markably restless and irritable ; she would not remain quiet
five minutes, and had to be changed about constantly day
and night ; there were distinct evening and night-exacerba-
tions of all the symptoms, and every other night the
paroxysms seemed to be particularly severe.

The child had been sick for about three weeks, when we
were sent for. During this period she had been under the
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is the peculiar cathartic irritation which the Aconitum
napellus is capable of exciting.

Or, if the diarrhcea should be watery, of a bright-yellow
color, excoriating the anus, with a marked odor of bile, and
every discharge is preceded by pinching pains in the bowels,
attended with a feeling of chilliness creeping along the spine
and perhaps down the extremities: no better substitute can
be depended upon than the corresponding irritation which
Mercury is capable of occasioning in the intestinal canal.

Or, if a patient should be suddenly attacked with enormous,
dark-looking, liquid or semi-liquid evacuations, having a
cadaverous smell, attended with sickness at the stomach,
coldness of the skin, sinking of the pulse and extraordinary
prostration; or, if the discharges should be particularly
troublesome at night, occurring very frequently, and con-
sisting of small quantities of badly-smelling mucus and
blood, attended with excoriation of the anus, great pros-
tration and a deep feeling of illness pervading the whole
frame: the Arsenic-irritation will prove the specific substi-
tute, nor will any other artificial irritation be accepted by
the disease as a substitute, for the reason: that the sensorium
does not perceive its character as such, simply because it does
not exist.

In this way we might go on showing how the Ipecacu-
anha-irritation is characterised by yellowish or greenish
discharges, of a slimy consistence, having a most penetrating
and offensive odor, the discharges being preceded by severe
colicky pain, and attended with sickness at the stomach,
death-like pallor of the countenance, coldness of the skin,
and sinking of the pulse.

How the Rhubarb-irritation cnrrespunds with bilious dis-
charges having a strong, offensive and sometimes sour smell,
consisting of mucus and fwecal matter, and attended with a
sensation of shuddering and a painful urging to stool even
after the bowels have been relieved.

These and similar facts are fully stated in a well arranged

System of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, and may be
13
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abundantly and satisfactorily studied in our recent work
which, we trust, will prove the harbinger of a new Era in
the literature of our School.

In thus developing artificial cathartic irritations for pur-
poses of substitution, there is no earthly necessity of giving
a quantity of the drug large enough to induce actual diar-
rheea, a sort of counter-diarrhea, as it were. May we request
our allopathic brother to heed this lesson? It is with the
fact “ IrrITATION,” Of which the symptom  diarrhea’’ hap- |
pens to be the most prominent manifestation, that we have
to deal. The successful substitution of an artificial irrita-
tion for the natural one does not depend upon the quantity
of the material drug, but upon the qualitative relation be-
tween the dynamic forces of this drug and the essential
character of the natural disturbance. If the agreement be-
tween these two orders or principles of action is perfect,
the substitution may be effected with a comparatively small
quantity of the drug. We do not demand of our allopathic
brother to at once subscribe to all the vagaries of the extra-
ordinary high-potential transcendentalism which has flashed
upon the Homceopathic School like a meteor from an un-
known sky; we simply wish to ask him this question ina
spirit of honest frankness: Have we not put forth sufficient
arguments to cause any unprejudiced practitioner to consider
the propriety of comparatively small doses; to admit their
legitimacy, and to believe that they may produce satisfactory
therapeutic results ?

And lastly, if there is any truth in the doctrine of substi-
tution, we would inquire of its advocates, many of whom
are enlightened aud honest seekers of the truth: Does not
this doctrine utterly condemn the customary treatment of
dysentery with either Opium or cathartics? The action of
Opium is evidently no substitute for the morbid irritation
characterising dysentery; nor can carthartics be depended
upon for such a purpose as a class. We do not write a
Treatise on Pathology or Practice; but we feel authorized
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same manner as we make a mark upon soft wax. The forces
of life are endowed with a reactive endeavour upon the exer-
cise of which their very existence is depending. If a stimu-
lant is given, the object undoubtedly is to quicken or excite
these reactive energies; at the same time we should not
forget that, in administering stimulants, the law of reaction
will bear against them as it does against any other substance
introduced into the living economy. The living tissues
appropriate of these substances, aliments or drugs, just so
much and no more; nor can they assimilate that which is
not in perfect agreement with their physiological or patho-
logical necessities. If a stimulant is administered which is
antagonistic to the mature of the depression we desire to
overcome, the vital laws will undoubtedly react against it
in the end, and a characteristic symptom of this reaction
will be an increase of the original depression. This obser-
vation is even true in regard to the ordinary stimulants
which we are in the habit of using in daily life. Coffee,
wine and brandy may stimulate the vital energies for a
while, but this artificial stimulation will soon be superseded
by a sense of dullness, heaviness and weariness of the phy-
sical frame as well as of the mental faculties.

In very many cases these simple stimulants may answer
the purposes of stimulation without being followed by any
signs of an opposite condition of depression. If the consti-
tutional vigor is unimpaired, it may be perfectly proper in
most cases to. quicken the vital energies by a little wine,
ale or brandy, if excessive physical fatigue should have
induced a feeling of exhaustion. In cases of starvation, a
few drops of wine may be the very best means of rekindling
the vital spark. A sudden state of debility characterised
by anxiety and palpitation of the heart, has very frequently
yielded to the moderate use of a little Port-wine or brandy.
There can be no possible harm in applying a little Cologne-
water or the spirts of hartshorn to a lady’s nose who happens
to be seized with a fainting spell, if this attack is a mere
evanescent disturbance of the nervous equilibrium. None
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but heartless and brainless dogmatists could object to such
aproceeding. All that the vital reaction needs in such cases
is, to be quickened by the slightest stimulation, in order to
be continued in its integrity.

All such simple cases of nervous depression may be
treated by physiological means or as physiological con-
ditions. Strictly therapeutic agents are not required for
their cure. It is in states of the organism characterised by
continued and inveterate debility that these agents have
been abused to the great detriment of the patient, and
without any regard to the laws of vital reaction. These
conditions of debility were generalized by Brown under the
name of asthenia, by Pinel under that of adynamia.

The bitter principle with which a variety of drugs are
endowed, has always been considered by Old-School patho-
logists as eminently fitted to raise the sinking energies of
the animal economy, and more particularly of the digestive
system. Gentian, the root of Columbeo, Nux vomica, Ignatia,
etc., belong in this category of bitter medicines or Amara.
Cinchona-bark has always held a leading rank among the
so-called tonics in Old-School Therapeutics. Professor
Sundelin, of Berlin, whose work on Materia Medica and
Therapeutics is very justly regarded as an admirable expo-
nent of Old-School wisdom, defines the therapeutic powers
of Cinchona-bark in the following language: “The general
operation of Cinchona-bark consists in the increase and
exaltation of the tone of the irritable fibres and of the
fibres of the vessels: hence, by its use, the pulse becomes
fuller, stronger and more regular, and the muscular power
is inereased ; also in the general augmentation of the cohe-
sion of the organic mass; hence it counteracts a tendency
to liquefaction and disintegration, diminishes profuse secre-
tions proceeding from atony of the extremities of the vessels,
and of the secreting surfaces and organs; it improves gene-
rally the crasis or combination of the yital constituents in
the tissues or blood ; and lastly, it consists in the augmen-
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some food in adequate quantities and at suitable periods, man
feels refreshed ; a new wigor is diffused through the weary
tissues ; he is enabled to resume his labor with a fresh supply
of strength. Food acts upon him as the heavenly dew does
upon the drooping flower. His eye flashes with a new life;
his heart beats with more firmness and regularity; the skin
shines with a more dazzling transparency; his countenance
is resplendent with new hues of health; a quickening mois-
ture bedews his tongue; life seems rekindled in the myste-
rious laboratory of the absorbent system.

Now turn to a drug, yes even to the drug which Old-
School therapeutists have immortalized as their most pre-
cious tomic. Will Cinchona-bark invigorate the tissues?
Will Cinchona-bark satisfy the cravings of hunger? Will
Cinchona-bark supply the place of nourishment? Try the
experiment ; feed the tissues on Cinchona-bark, and what
will be the consequence? Ay, the consequence will be
that, after the first feverish stimulation of the tissues has
passed away, the organism will lapse into a state of depres-
sion corresponding with the previous stimulation; the se-
cretions will become altered, the feverish firmness of the
peristaltic motion will be followed by relaxation and an
unnatural increase of the alvine evacuations; the excited
cravings of the stomach will be succeeded by indifference
to food; the natural and pleasant moisture of the tongue
may be superseded by a layer of slimy mucus and an un-
pleasant alteration of the taste; the pulse may flag, the nor-
mal temperature may sink below its natural standard.

Here is action and reaction, exaltation followed by depres-
sion. The vital functions positively refuse to be whipped
into an artificial stimulation. Food alone is adapted to a
normal, drugs are adapted to an abnormal, vitality. It is
because former physicians have overlooked this cardinal
distinction between aliments and drugs, that they have
fallen into the horrid praectices which would have trans-
formed this bleeding Humanity into a living incarnation of
misery and woe, but for the inherent power of resistance
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with which man has been enabled to bid defiance to the
onslaughts of his deluded medical advisers.

It may seem strange that we should charge physicians
with the indiscriminate use of food and drugs as articles
appertaining to the same category. Who would be bold
or silly enough to maintain the doctrine that bread and
Cinchona-bark, or meat-broth and Laudanum are things
essentially endowed with the same faculty of preserving
and developing the normal powers of the organism? Such
doctrines are not formally taught, but they are practised.
If the healthy stomach craves food, bread and meat will
satisfy the craving, and the organic functions will be carried
on with renewed vigor and a continued sense of delight.
This is natural, healthful stimulation which will be per-
ceived as such by the special organ as well as by the
universal organism, until, in due course of time, the craving
is felt again, to be again gratified by another supply of
nutriment.

But here comes a poor invalid whose stomach refuses to
perform the office of digestion in a normal manner. He
has no desire for food ; the stomach remains indifferent to
food even after the interval usually allotted to the perform-
ance of the process of digestion, has elapsed, He applies
to his medical adviser who happens to swear by the teach-
ings of the Physiological School, this crowning delusion of
Therapeutic Science. This learned gentleman explains the
case to him in this plausible manner :

My friend, that stomach of yours is rebellious against law
and order. In the morning, when well-behaved stomachs
experience a relish for bread and butter, or for a mutton-
chop or steak, it obstinately refuses to care a farthing about
hominy, fried potatoes, or any other delicacy of the gastro-
nomical art. Nor can it be tempted by a sumptuous dinner
or by the delicious sweetness of the tea-table. Very well,
this is a spoiled stomach; a stomach that is not satisfied
with the ordinary food of mortals. It wants an extra-dish,
an extra-relish for its dainty appetite, something very con-
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centrated, something penetrating, something that will reach
this appetite which seems to have retreated to the hidden
recesses of the stomach, as if disgusted with the ordinary
means employed for its gratification. Let me feed this
dainty appetite on a mess of Quinine ; it will take to Qui-
nine; it may loathe bread and meat, but it will assuredly
yield to the seductive allurements of Quinine.

And so here goes Quinine, five grains. Wonderful to
relate, after a while, the stomach seems to show a faint will-
ingness to put up with the ordinary diet; but this illusion
is soon dissipated by a return of the former disinclination
to being fed on cabbage and potatoes. So here goes another
dose of Quinine, ten grains. It is that stomach’s business
to digest its regular allowance of bread, meat, and vege-
tables ; and if it does not accomplish that business willingly,
we must coax, or, if necessary, drag it into obedience.
Quinine is resorted to for this purpose.

But alas! behold the vanity of human caleulations. After
having swallowed the Quinine a few times, the patient in-
forms his physician that the article does not agree with him,
that it causes an oppression, a feeling of heaviness at the
stomach ; that it makes him thirsty, causes dryness and
stickiness of the mouth; that it makes his head feel full
and dizzy ; that it interferes with the motions of the bowels
and proves otherwise detrimental to the animal economy,
disturbing the sleep, conjuring up heavy and anxious
dreams, causing irregularities and a tumultuous restlessness
in the heart’s action, and depressing instead of exalting the
mental condition.

Ah, the deluded routinist had ignored the all-important
fact that this anorexia, this morbid indifference to food is
not simply an absence of the normal appetite, but the pres-
ence of some positive Evil, in the same sense as drunken-
ness is not merely the absence of sobriety, but the presence
of some positive vice.

What can we do or say to impress the reader with this
most egregious error of physiological physicians who view
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disease simply as an excess or a deficiency of the normal
condition? Anorexia is an absence of hunger, bulimia an
excess of the normal appetite. Fever is an excess of vitality
in the circulatory apparatus; rage an excess of cerebral
action. Ptyalism is no longer a disease ; it is essentially a
normal action of the salivary glands, except that there is
too much of it, and that thls excess has to be counteracted
by direct means.

Here we have reached the dark cavern whence the demon
of Magic sends forth his lurid flashes along the horizon of
old-fashioned Therapeuties. A patient complains of dry-
ness and soreness in the air-passages, and of a dry, wearing
cough. Forthwith his allopathic adviser orders him the
syrup of Squills, because Squills will whip up the sluggish
glands of the treacheal lining membrane; stimulated by
Squills, these glands will secrete more than their normal
amount of moisture. And yet the patient will not feel any
the better for this excessive secretion. On the contrary, the
chest will feel weak, exhausted ; the respiration is less regu-
lar and steady ; the whole body is suffering from the drain
which the artificial stimulus is exciting in the tracheal
mucous glands.

Why is this? Why should the other tissues and organs
be held responsible for the waste which is going on in the
air-passages? There is no difficulty in explaining this
mystery.

Let us view the action of Squills as it is viewed by allo-
pathic physicians. Let us admit, for the sake of argument,
that Squills stimulate the mucous glands of the bronehial
lining membrane., How is this stimulation effected? By
the agency of the brain, It is through the brain that this
stimulus is enabled to act. It is the brain that first perceives
not only the presence, but likewise the object of this stimulus.
True to its mission as supreme provider and distributer of
vitality, it at once goes to work furnishing the tracheal
glands with functional power to appropriate this stimulus.
The brain is not a reasoning organ; it is simply the labo-
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ratory where a supply of functional power is prepared
for every organ agreeably to its demands. If the organ
demands much, much is given. If it demands more than it
should consume, the excess is ministered to it at the ex-
pense of the general economy. If an overpowering stimulus
is applied to the tracheal glands, an exorbitant amount of
secretory power is furnished to these glands by the com-
mon eliminator of vitality, the brain. Now considering
that the human organism is an unit; considering that the
nervous power of this organism is an unit, and that under
this unitary distribution of nervous power to every tissue
and organ, a legitimate amount falls to the share of each;
does it not follow as a matter of course, that an excessive
supply in one quarter must be followed by a corresponding
impoverishment of the whole structure? Can you tap the
bark of a tree, and cause the sap to flow year after year
through this outlet without depriving the other parts of the
plant of their nourishment and finally causing their decay ?
‘What a mockery to call this gradual extinguishment of the
organic life a process of stimulation! In the positive sciences,
realities have been substituted for fictions, and even, if the
former technicalities have been preserved, the definitions
have been altered in accordance with the demands of scien-
tific Truth. Even the learned astronomer may still use the
popular expression : the sun rises and sets; but he has long
since abjured the false method of caleulating the movements
and determining the phenomena of the starry heavens upon
such a fallacious basis. Not so the physician. He not only
talks of stimulating the liver, the stomach or brain; of de-
pressing the heart’s action, of thinning the blood or thick-
ening other vital fluids; but he erects upon these deceptive
appearances whole systems of medical treatment,

The doctrine of tonics is one of these false doctrines.
Iron and bark are supposed to add tone to the fibre and to
promote the plastic power of the blood. Asin the case of
Quinine, so in that of iron, physicians have been deluded
by appearances. They have mistaken the evanescent stimu-
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lation induced by a few doses of iron for a permanent bona
fide exaltation of the vital forces. And yet, when examin-
ing the action of iron upon the tissues, we find that the
true action of this agent is the very opposite of stimulation
or increase of tone; we find that this drug really causes a
retardation, contraction and jerking of the pulse instead of
the undulating fullness which the pulse should exhibit under
the influence of an harmonious and natural stimulant, such
as bread or meat. We find that iron causes a pappy or
slimy taste, a coating on the tongue, lassitude, constipation,
all of which are so many symptoms giving the lie to that
false doctrine of stimulation and increase of tone, which,
like a funeral pall, has been overspreading the intellectual
regions of Medicine.

All good physicians have felt and admitted that the doe-
trine of Tonics and Stimulants is a physiological abstraction
rather than a scientific truth.

“If you feed a vigorous man on the analyptic tonies, (or
tonics which tend to restore tissue) such as iron, broth,
venison, fibrin, osmazone and other kinds of nourishment
containing a good deal of azote, he will soon be troubled
with plethora; gradually the digestive functions will become
impaired, and a number of morbid conditions will develop
themselves ; inflammatory irritations, heemorrhagic effusions,
and excessive diminution of all the secretions and exhala-
tions, gravel, gout, debility, diminution or loss of the intel-
lectnal, sentient and motor powers, and as an ultimate and
remote consequence of these conditions, colliquation and
marasmus. Hence, in order that analeptic tonics should
develop therapeutic effects, they have to be given to per-
sons whose assimilative energies are weakened, or whose
blood has lost a portion of its reorganizing elements. In
healthy and robust individuals, the physiological or imme-
diate effects of analeptic tonics, so far from being advanta-
geous to their health, would only cause morbid symptoms.
So true it is that drugs do not admit of any rigorous classi-
fication, and that they may exhibit different and even
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opposite properties in various conditions of system and
according as they are administered in larger or smaller
doses.”

These reasonings are presented by Trousseau and Pidoux
in their classic Treatise of Materia Medica and Therapeutics.
It is evident that, in the minds of these gentlemen, analeptic
tonics are such with reference to the peculiar states of de-
bility and loss of substance which they remedy, and that
they do not deserve this appellation from any inherent power
to impart strength, In further developing this idea, Trous-
seau and Pidoux continue:

“ Nevrosthenie tonies (or tonics which impart strength to
the nervous system) are still less capable of manifesting the
quality of their curative powers by their action on healthy
individuals. These are the amara, and at the head of the
list Cinchona-bark. In order to manifest their power, they
have to act upon a disease or an enfeebled organism. How
could they impart vital resistance to those in whom the
vital energy has suffered no diminution? Let these agents
be administered to persons in whom the vital resistance has
been weakened ; in whom the nervous functions manifest a
disordered action, such as betokens a serious shock to the
vital principle, and it will soon be perceived with how much
certainty and promptitude the organism will raise itself from
a state of prostration, and will resist the disorganizing in-
fluence.” '

The same truth is strikingly expressed in the following
paragraph by the same authors:

“Tt is almost unnecessary to repeat, that analeptic tonics
do not exercise any marked physiological action upon per-
sons in health, and that, if this action is at all perceived,
the character of the therapeutic action cannot be inferred
from it. Henee, if these agents are to manifest their thera-
peutic influence, the organism has to be in the same patho-
logical condition resulting from deficiency of substance,
from some primary insufficiency of the organizing elements
of the blood.”
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We have been prompted by a double motive to quote this
paragraph. It shows that drugs are not in harmonic rela-
tions with the organism in health, but with the organism in
disease: and it likewise affords proof of the looseness with
which the fundamental questions of therapeutic Secience are
treated even by the most brilliant thinkers of the Allopathic
School. According to this paragraph, the therapeutic action
of drugs cannot be determined by the manner in which they
affect the healthy tissues; and yet, in the introduction to
their Treatise of Materia Medica, Trousseau and Pidoux
proclaim the proving of drugs upon persons in health as the
only safe and reliable method of determining their thera-
peutic uses,

The proving of drugs upon healthy organisms may be
degraded to a mechanical routine-business, the real object
of which is over-looked. This has been too frequently and
too strikingly the case with many of our recent provings.
The chief aim of provers seems to have been to produce
long lists of symptoms, many of which are not only trifling
and irrelevant, but the unmistakeable products of a morbid
fancy. The true object of all physiological experimenta-
tions with drugs should be to determine their exact sphere,
quality and mode of action. The action of every drug
upon the living tissues is necessarily definite and limited,
and characterised by symptoms which, if essentially inher-
ent in the action of the drug, are readily distinguished by
every unbiassed understanding as effects of the drug. By a
curious perversion of the relation of means to ends, the
business of proving, which should have been regarded and
dealt with as a means of obtaining a knowledge of the
therapeutic action of drugs, was made the end; the proving
of drugs became an established institution in the Homceo-
pathic School ; nobody imagined that, if a knowledge of
the therapeutic virtues of drugs should ever become acces-
sible to us without any previous provings, such provings
might become superfluous; and the important fact that all
drugs were originally proved for the purpose of ascertain-
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ing their specific relations to given diseases, seems to vanish
from professional minds. We may undertake ever so much
to explain away the fact, that homeeopathic Therapeutics
have not only regard to symptoms but likewise to the
pathology of diseases: most of the recent provings which
have been published in our Journals and in the Transac-
tions of the American Institute, ‘bear evidence that the
business of finding symptoms was uppermost in the minds
of provers, and that their scientific adaptation to pathologi-
cal conditions was a matter of secondary importance. We
are satisfied that this multiplication of trifling symptoms
has given rise to an eminently unscientific treatment of
diseases, and that one of the glaring defects of this treat-
ment, in the hands of a number of our practitioners, is the
unnecessary complication of medicinal agents in acute as
well as chronic cases. It is a fact which could be substan-
tiated by abundant testimony, that twelve, fifteen and more
drugs are frequently used in cases where a perfect cure
might be much more speedily and satisfactorily achieved
by means of one or two drugs. Thus it is that from the
extreme of a rigid and dogmatic specificism, which chained
a disease to its iron yoke and, upon the principle of saignare,
purgare et clysterisare, and then re-saignare, re-purgare, re-clys-
terisare, and finally re-re-saignare, re-re-purgare, re-re-ctysteri-
sare, a practice which Moliere has laughed to scorn in his
inimitable comedy of the * Malade Imaginaire,” subjected
the disease to a preconceived, speculative mode of treat-
ment, in the full confidence that the human theory was the
offspring of an infallible Reason, and that, if there was fault
any where, it rested with the unyielding stubbornness of
the disease and its apparent unwillingness to accommodate
itself even to the most consistent and persevering use of
drugs which Theory had set apart as specifically designed
for its overthrow: our practitioners have rushed into the
opposite extreme of a baseless symptomism, a thing of
shadows and a fabric of trifles, in which the glorious gran-
deur of Medicine can no more dwell than the flitting spasms
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of a puppet-show can represent the mysterious play of the
grand passions of Humanity.

The specific virtues of Iron in chlorosis afford a striking
illustration of the inherent vice of the old-fashioned doc-
trines of the Specific School, and a simultaneous confirma-
tion of the inherent truthfulness of the idea of specificity.

The essential character of chlorosis is supposed to be a
diminution of the blood-globules and of the normal quan-
tity of iron which is one of their elementary constituents,
What causes this diminution of the globules, is a matter of
no consquence. An additional gquantity of iron must be
supplied, and the shortest way to do it, is to administer it
in substance. This very simple proceeding is based upon
the supposition that the ferrugineous molecules will attend
to their business as all obedient servants should do, by
filling the vacant places of the blood-globules as wvital ele-
ments of & vital fluid.

Unfortunately this dream of the specific curative virtues
of Iron in chlorosis has been dissipated by the disappoint-
ments of clinical experience. We know that chlorosis has
remained uncured in spite of pounds of Iron, and that, after
the most persevering, but ineffectual treatment with all sorts
of ferrugineous preparations, chlorotic patients have very
frequently been cured by a change of climate, a pleasant
journey, or by some unforeseen joyful occurrence.

If chlorosis remains uncured under the use of Iron, it is
because Iron is not specifically adapted to the inmost nature
of chlorosis in this particular case, or because its curative
action is interfered with by hostile idiosyncrasies or other
conditions requiring different remedies, perhaps anether
system of medication, or physiological and moral influences
of a peculiar order.,

“Iron,” say Trousseau and Pidoux, “acts its part in the
process of blood-making. Its normal and constant presence
in the blood-globules is a sign of its functional necessity.
This presence in the globules and in the vessels where they
are formed, presupposes certain heematosic energies whose
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existence depends more especially upon this metal. These
energies correspond in a superior range or degree of vital
activity, with the chemical properties of Iron.

“The same may be said, in another respect, of the soda-
constituents in the blood. As special chemical stimulants,
they correspond with other homologous properties of a
higher order. They do not constitute the efficient, but the
co-ordinate exciting cause of these properties. They may be
regarded as a species of condiment which is always present,
always necessary to the regular accomplishment of the
unceasing generative processes taking place between the
elements of the blood, or between the blood and the various
organic tissues.

“The blood-making properties of Iron are, in their way,
something analogous,

“In order to re-make the blood, Iron does not act by mix-
ture or juxtaposition, but by intussusception or generation.
Clinical experience proves this fact day by day, by showing
that the diminution of Iron is not the cause, but one of the
effects of chlorosis, and that its reappearance in the globules
is not the cause, but one of the effects and signs of the cure
of this disease. For him who properly apprehends this
fact, the question is settled. Nevertheless there are people
who admit the fact and still persist in asserting that Iron is
the specific remedy for chlorosis. If a diminution of Iron
is only a sign and effect of chlorosis, how can an increase of
this agent cause the absence of chlorosis?”

Iron cures chlorosis by stimulating the prostrated hema-
tosic powers of the vessels. Small quantities, even the sec-
ond or third decimal trituration of Iron may accomplish
this result better than large quantities of the crude drug.
Iron cannot effect this cure except in cases where the pro-
perties of Iron, or the Tron:force, are analogous to the nature
of the hematosic properties of the blood-vessels. This is
the doctrine of the distinguished authors of the classical
Treatise of Therapeutics and Materia Medica. The idea is

that the physico-chemical properties of Iron, if transformed
14
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into physiologico-vital properties in the department of he-
matosis, would become inmostly identified with the hema-
tosic properties of the vessels, and that a cure of chlorosis,
in any given case, depends upon this perfect identification,

What a fool-hardy logic to even breathe the name of Ho-
meeopathy in connection with this argument ! Let there be
any quantity of Homeeopathy involved init! We do not
object to the thing so much as to the name. It is the name
that shocks our delicate nerves.

If we could present our ideas to the world without cloth-
ing them in our peculiar technicalities, we should most
probably find more willing ears among the more enlight-
ened practitioners of the Old School. The name excites a
suspicion that the Homceopathic System is a thing of human
origin as other medical systems have been, and that the Ho-
meeopathic System is not what its advocates claim for it:
the God-created System of natural Therapeutics.

If Iron were the specific remedy for chlorosis, chlorosis
could not possibly be cured without Iron. This seems un-
deniable. No therapeutic agent could be substituted for
Iron in the treatment of this disease. If a chlorotic patient
is cured with swallowing any of the pharmaceutic prepara-
tions of Irom, it is because there is a living force in the
blood-vessels and in the blood which, so to say, represents
the Iron, draws it to itself, and appropriates it as the special
condition of its activity. This living force is weakened in
chlorosis, but it may recover its energy by some spontaneous
change, and one of the effects, conditions and signs of this
restoration is the return of the normal proportion of Iron in
~ the blood.

These and similar doctrines are taught by Trousseau and
Pidoux throughout their great work. Does not every homaeo-
pathic practitioner see that the spirit of Homceopathy is
embodied in these and kindred teachings? Does it escape
the observation of homceopathic praectitioners that, when
Trousseau and Pidoux teach the doctrine of homology or the
existence of superior impressibilities in the physiologico-vital
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sphere, specifically corresponding with the natural properties
of drugs, these gentlemen teach the very doctrines which
Hahnemann has promulgated with so much power and brilli-
ancy ? The formula “SiMinia SiMILIBUS” means in reality
that a drug cannot affect, as a curative agent, the abnormal
sensibilities of a higher sphere, unless the properties or forces
which are peculiar to the drug, if elevated to this higher
sphere of vitality, become identified with the abnormal sensi-
bilities of the latter. And this again may be translated into
the received technicalities of our School: a drug, in order to
be a remedial agent in a given case, must have power to
develop analogous morbid phenomena to those characteri-
zing derangements of the higher or more internal vitality.

“If” argue Trousseau and Pidoux, “a curative result is
obtained in chlorosis by means of Iron, and the blood-disks
and the Iron which constitutes an element in their composi-
tion, are gradually restored to their normal quantity, the
same process is taking place as if they had been regenerated
spontaneously, without the aid of ferrugenious preparations.
Why should, at a given moment, the Iron which is contained
in the food, prove insufficient to a chlorotic patient? Does
food nourish the tissues by simple juxtaposition? Has not
food to be assimilated ? Has it not to be transformed by the
organism, impregnated with, and minutely united to, the
organic vitality ? Is it the Iron which, of its own power, re-
stores to the young maiden this warmth, this fruitful and
quickening impulse in the vessels, this flow of life, sentiment
and motion which seems to raise her, in a few days, from a
lower to a higher condition of existence, and which re-ani-
mates every tissue and viscus in the order in which they had
been developed in the embryo, and in which they are
related to each other in the full-grown being ?

“Do we display in this statement the properties of Iron
or those of the chlorotic organism? We do not display
either, but a genuine generation taking place in the midst
of the perpetual movement of the blood at every point of
an immense network, which expands its meshes every
where as the reservoir of the hmmatosic process should
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do. This process takes place universally in the circulatory
apparatus. Where there is a blood-vessel, there blood is
formed at every point of the vessel, or an act of its form-
ation is accomplished. Can he who has observed only
once, with the eye of a physiologist, this spectacle of a chlo-
rotic patient undergoing a perfect metamorphosis under the
influence of Iron, deny that the progression of this cure is
a true evolution of the organic life? This cure consists in
the reciprocal vivification of the Iron by the blood, and of
the blood by the Iron. A property of the Iron is trans-
mitted to the blood by an act of generation as it were.
This implies the existence of vital energies in the organized
liguid, which are to the crude Iron what the phosphenes are
to the light. These energies languish in chlorosis, and are
vitalised by the Iron.”

Trousseau and PPidoux show with great force of argument
that, if Iron cures chlorosis, it is by virtue of some specifie
analogy of the properties of Iron to the morbid condition:
of the hmmatosic properties of the blood-vessels. In
their theory, Iron acts as a purely physiological agent, in
the same way as food supplies strength to the exhausted
fibre in obedience to the normal play of the physiological
life of the organism. This theory may be said to consti-
tute the outer court of the homwopathic edifice. It does
not fully meet the demand of the scientific Reason which
desires, in its comprehensive sweep, to embrace the world
of Causes within our fundamental law.

We proclaim the doetrine that, if in chlorosis, the blood
is diseased, impoverished, this condition is not a physiologi-
cal but a pathological result. Pathological conditions result
from the operation of morbific forces upon kindred recep-
tivities in the tissues; physiological conditions from the ope-
ration of vital forces upon the normal vital properties of the
organism. It is not with these vital properties that the Iron
deals, but with the morbific forces and their pathological
results, If the nature of these forces and of their action
upon the tissues is not akin to the dynamic forces of the
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Iron, a cure of chlorosis by means of Iron is impossible;
some other agent will have to be administered which fulfills
this perfect condition of analogous action, and develops in
the affected tissues an artificial disease, external to the natu-
ral malady, more material and for this reason more limited,
more definite and precise, more positive, and, therefore,
stronger, as Hahnemann has been pleased to term it; stronger
in this only sense, that it has more power over the natural
disease than this has over the vital properties of the tissues.
The effect of this superior influence of the drug-disease over
the natural malady, in all possible cases, is the gradual with-
drawal of the natural malady into the lower, grosser, or
more material sphere of the drug-disease, and the consequent
restoration of the tissues to a condition of vital integrity.

It is astonishing to what an extent the minds of the Pro-
fession have been held captive by the delusive theories of
-medical Schools. No two men have admitted this more
freely, and shown it more conclusively than Trousseau and
Pidoux. Yet their practice is not what their teachings
might lead us to infer it should be. So true is it, that unless
a man is born again, he cannot enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. The understanding alone is insufficient to restrain
us from the perpetration of habitual wrongs. .

Will physicians ever be prepared to admit that the
strengthening and stimulating effects of drugs are merely
apparent, not real and lasting? Trousseau and Pidoux may
inform us in one paragraph that moderate doses of Arsenie,
when taken by them in health, caused a feeling of stimula-
tion similar to that which is caused by coffee. And in
another paragraph they may inform us that Arsenic pro-
duced in them a remarkable feeling of vigor in the lower
limbs, enabling them to take long walks without feeling tired.
Are these effects of the Arsenical poison real, or are they
illusory? The Arsenic-eaters of Styria at first experience
similar effects from the poison. But after the organism has
become accustomed to the Arsenie, and is afterwards de-
prived of this false stimulant, symptoms of an Arsenic-
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cachexia make their appearance, which Trousseau and Pi-
doux sum up in these words: “Great indifference for all
their surroundings, anxiety for their own persons, gastric
derangements, anorexia, sense of repletion in the stomach,
vomiting of glairy mucus early in the morning, with ptyal-
ism; pyrosis, spasmodic constriction of the pharynx, diffi-
cult}f of breathing. These effects can only be removed by
resuming the habit of eating the poison.”

What a folly to assign stimulating orv fortifying properties
to a substance which undermines the constitution by impair-
ing every vital function! Would you call brandy a stimu-
lant because it will steady a drunkard’s trembling hands;
or will you call Opium a sedative if it quiets the restless,
wandering fancy of one who had previously destroyed his
mental harmony by the abuse of this poisonous drug?
Such definitions would be an abuse of language, and can be
advocated with no more consistency than the exploded.
astronomical illusion, that the sun rises or sets.

Genuine vigor can only be imparted by elements which
the organic life can assimilate as new tissue in the place of
the worn out fabric.  These elements are comprehended
under the general appellation of aliments, food. It will
even be found that in this respect the organic vitality has
its choice, preferring one kind of food to another. These
preferences are referable to the individual taste, to the in-
herent physiological attractions and repulsions, to the essen-
tial physiological sympathies and antipathies of the vital
economy. Oneorganism prefers meat to vegetables; another
vegetables to meat. Again, one organism prefers beef to
mutton and veal; another, on the contrary, prefers mutton
and veal to beef. We might particularize still farther,
saying that one organism loves the meat rare, another well
done; one with, another without gravy; one broiled, an-
other fried; one roasted, another boiled. And so, m regard
to vEgetabIes, we shall find that one digestive system c'lehghts
in things which another rejects; one, for instance, craves
potatoes which are regarded with the most perfect indiffer-

L]
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ence by another. One loves spinach which another dislikes,
whereas this one may delight in cauliflower for which the
other has no particular attraction. It is upon these facts,
which man should respect as so many revelations of the
wise Providence of Nature, that a physiological hygiene
should be based.

Even the caterpillar may teach us lessons of wisdom in
this respect. Guided by an unerring instinet, it will crawl
to its leaf, nor will it assimilate food which is not in har-
mony with its low organism. Has man imitated, or, we
should ask, has he done as wisely as the humble caterpillar?
Ah, the humane physician may well shudder at the amount
of erime which the brutal ignorance of man has perpetrated
against his own kindred in the simple matter of alimenta-
tion. Are the delicate whisperings of the infantile organism
heeded even in our day and generation? They may be
among the more refined classes of Society, and while man
is still a nursing babe. But as soon as the light of Reason
begins to dawn in the chambers of his mind, the growing
man becomes divested of the privilege of eating what he
likes; the law then is, for the vast majority of our race:
You must eat what is set before you, and it is even consid-
ered manly to be able to eat, swine-fashion, anything that is
put upon the table,

We grant most readily that in the present condition of
the human race, when all tastes are perverted, all instinets
falsified ; when man has become a myth unto himself; when
hereditary interests and a dogmatic conventionalism have
superseded the eternal principles of truth in every depart-
ment of man’s social and political fabric; we grant that,
under these circumstanees, a wise and diseriminating super-
vision should be exercised by the educators of the human
race over the assimilation of food. But we would enjoin
consistency in this respect. We would repudiate the horrid
and tyrannical agrarianism which assigns food to the human
organism without regard to its native capacities for appro-
priation. Both quantity and quality are of vital importance.
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to be counteracted by remedial agents; but where our
brother has erred and still persists in erring, is in the indis-
eriminate use of so-called tonies, such as Iron and Bark, as
being inherently possessed of a power to neutralise a state
of debility as such, without reference to the determining
cause and character of this depression of vitality.

If a patient has become exhausted by repeated venesec-
tions, by excessive nursing, or, by the loss of other impor-
tant fluids, the judicious use of Iron and Bark may grad-
nally resuscitate the sinking powers of his prostrated organ-
ism. But these curative results, are not effected by these
precious agents by virtue of an absolute power to create
strength, but by wvirtue of the specific adaptation of these
agents to the various disordered conditions of the reprodue-
tive system consequent upon excessive and continued losses
of important vital fluids. If the blood, for instance, has
become watery in consequence of excessive bleedings; if
symptoms of cedema have developed themselves; if the
patient complains of feeling debilitated ; if the least exer-
tion causes a clammy sweat to break out upon the skin; if
he has lost his relish for food, is no longer refreshed by
sleep, and, in place of the former firmness and rotundity, the
muscles hang about him like so many flabby, feebly-coherent
bundles of fibres: Peruvian bark may prove a most efficient
agent in removing these symptoms of decay, and restoring
the primitive vigor of the reproductive functions. But, be-
cause Peruvian bark will manifest curative results of this
order, it would be rash to conclude that it is possessed of an
absolute power to increase the tone of the fibre. It will
remove states of debility occasioned by particular eircum-
stances and characterised by such symptoms as we have de-
seribed. The ecapability of effecting the removal or neu-
tralization of such states, is a positive power inherent in
Cinchona-bark ; but this agent has no power to preserve,
develope and still farther exalt existing conditions of vital
strength and harmony. Here it is where Old-School phy-
sicians have erred, and still err; in concluding that, because
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Cinchona-bark will remove a state of weakness, it is pos-
sessed of a power to create strength in the same sense as
bread and meat are possessed of an inherent power to pre-
serve, develop and exalt the organie vitality.

Why then is Peruvian bark a tonic? or rather, why does
Peruvian bark aet as a tonic? We desire to repudiate most
emphatically the received phraseology that Bark Is a tonie,
and we therefore repeat the question: Why does Bark act
as a tonic? Ay, it acts as a tonic because it is possessed of
an inherent power to produce states of debility; because it
is possessed of an inherent power to disorganize the repro-
ductive functions; because it is possessed of an inherent
power to vitiate the secretions; because it is possessed of
an inherent power to impair the nervous energy, and to
depress the normal temperature of the organism.

Cinchona, therefore, is essentially inimical to the organie
tissues, and if it removes debility of a peculiar order, it is
by virtue of an essentially inherent power to cause corres-
ponding conditions in the healthy tissues. Yet let us be
mindful of the distinction which enables the drug to exer-
cise its curative powers. The drug-disease or drug-force
invading the organism from without, as a purely external
principle, is, on this account, more circumscribed, more
limited, more positive as it were, more emphatic and there-
fore more capable of absorbing the corresponding inimieal
principles diffused through the inmost tissues, than these
principles are capable of appropriating and thus subduing
and destroying the physiological powers of the organism.

The fact that all drugs are, of themselves, inimical to the
organic vitality, has been overlooked by the framers of our
Materia Medica. Hence it is that tonic and stimulating
properties have been assigned to some of them.

Yet there is no stimulation any more than there is an
increase of tone. The stimulation is only apparent and
therefore deceptive. If a small quantity of Opium is made
to act upon the brain, it may seem to excite symptoms of
stimulation; but in reality, the drug acts as a poison, as a
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depressor of the cerebral life. The Supreme Vital Force,
perceiving the danger, at once comes to the rescue and
enables the brain to repel the invader. Hence the combat
between the brain and the poison is necessarily character-
ised by an appearance of stimulation which will be super-
seded by a state of depression as soon as the inimical prin-
ciple is subdued.

If then China is to act as a tonic, it can only manifest
guch virtues when made to act upon states of debility char-
acterised by an order of phenomena or derangements sim-
ilar to those which Cinchona is capable of producing in the
healthy tissues. We are in the habit of designating this
similarity as a relation of homeeopathicity between the
action of the drug and the character of the pathological
disturbance. Upon a similar basis homoeopathic physicians
predicate the brilliant results which are achieved by Bark
or its alkaloid Quinine in the treatment of fever and ague.

The curative virtues which this agent manifests in the
treatment of fever and ague, have been a puzzle to Old-
School therapeutists. Even the distinguished Pereira desig-
nates the relation between Cinchona-bark and fever and
ague as mysterious and incomprehensible. “The diseases,”
says he, “in which this remedy manifests the greatest thera-
peutic power, are those which assume an intermittent or
periodical type. Now, in such, the methodus medendi is
quite inexplicable; and, therefore, the remedy has been
called a specific, an antiperiodie, a febrifuge. But the more
intimately we become acquainted with the pathology of dis-
ease, and the operation of medicines, the less evidence have
we of the specific influence of particular medicines over par-
ticular maladies. Some diseases, however, are exceedingly
obscure; their seat or nature, and the condition of system
under which they occur, or the cause of their occurrence
being little known. 'There are also many medicines the
precise action of which is imperfectly understood, but which
evidently exercises a most important, though to us quite
inexplicable, influence over the system. Now, it sometimes
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happens that imperfectly known diseases are most remark-
ably influenced by remedies, the agency of which we cannot
comprehend ; in other words, we can trace no known rela-
tion between the physiological effects of the remedy and
its therapeutic influences. This incomprehensible relation
exists between Arsenic and lepra, between Cinchona-bark
and ague. But though this connection is to us mysterious,
(for T do not admit the various hypotheses which have been
formed to account for it,) we are not to conclude that it is
necessarily more intimate than that which exists in ordinary
cases.”

Reader, fancy yourself on board a vessel without compass
or rudder, drifting about upon an unknown ocean in the
midst of ten thousand perils from which there is no escape,
yea, which you have sallied out of port to encounter and
overcome. Your situation on board this vessel would appear
much less desperate than the situation of a man like Pereira
who navigates the uncertain and tempestuous sea of disease
under the dark banner of Empiricism. What! is this con-
fession of absolute weakness, of an utter absence of law and
principle, the result of the accumulated erudition of ages?
‘What, is it true that the more we know of the action of
drugs and of the nature of diseases, the more we become
convinced of the utter absence of all fixed and determinate
relations between remedial agents and diseases? Ah, if
the learned man had inferred from his unceasing disappoint-
ments that the existing systems of treatment, and the con-
flicting theories with which his mind had been inundated,
had no foundation in truth, or only a very slim and partial
foundation, he might have done justice to himself and to
the canse of therapeutic Science. But Pereira went farther,
He included in this unqualified denial of all law and prinei-
ple in Therapeutics the law of Homceopathic Affinities.
The only doctrine that might have furnished a solid and in-
destructible basis to his therapeutic edifice, is declared by
him the offspring of a wild and absurd fancy.

A most desolating empiricism is proclaimed by Dr. Paris,
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the present Head of the English Royal College of Physicians,
as the fate of Medicine. According to this eminent oracle,
Medicine is “ incapable of generalization,” and Homeeopathy
is a humbug !

Can it be true that there is no definite relation between
remedial agents and diseases? Is it to be supposed that in
the living harmony of things, the nature and uses of drugs
should be governed by chance and unphilosophical routine ?
The stars speak to us of harmony ; the phenomena of Chem-
istry depend upon positive laws; the movements and
instinets of the brute creation are regulated in a most
orderly manner, and the physiological functions of the
human organism constitute an harmonious play of beauti-
fully co-ordinated forces; but woe unto man, if sickness
strikes him down ; then he steps out of this marvellous
System of light and beauty into the night of Chaos and
Chance ; then man is no longer made in the image and
likeness of his Maker who is himself the Supreme Type of
Order ; then, when he is most in need of help, God casts
him away upon the desolate shores of Empiricism and
Chance, a victim to the proud and pitiless dogmatism of the
therapeutic theory which happens to be, for the time being,
the idol of a besotted crowd. Can this be so, friends? If
our children are sick, do we not nurse them all the more
tenderly ? And why should not our heavenly Father do
the same to us? “Consider the ravens; for they neither
sow nor reap ; which neither have store-house nor barn;
and God feedeth them. How much more are ye better than
the fowls?" j

And again: “Consider the lilies how they grow; they
toil not, neither do they spin, and yet I say unto you that
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.”

“Tf then God so clothe the grass, which is to-day in the
field, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, how much more
will he clothe you, oh ye of little faith ?"

Are we not taught in these heavenly accents that man is
the particular object of God's Providence? If this be so,
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how utterly destructive of the very idea of Providence would
be the fact that the treatment of disease is not regulated by
positive and unerring laws! Does not Reason, do not the
very instincts of the heart force upon us the belief that the
treatment of disease cannot possibly be depending upon
Chance, but that it ought to be conducted in the same man-
ner in which God conducts the business of his Universe and
of the Humanity which He had created for His Glory? If
God has provided for this Humanity, he must have pro-
vided for the wants of the sick man in a manner commensu-
rate with his supreme Love and Wisdom. The treatment
of disease must therefore depend upon laws that are just as
fixed and just as accessible to the inquiring Reason as the
laws which govern the change of seasons or the movements
of the stars.

It is our pride and pleasure to proclaim.the gladsome
tidings that this law, which the finger of Omnipotence has
engraved upon the tablets of Nature, has been read, inter-
preted and promulgated to a startled world by Hahnemann,
We claim for Hahnemann the merit of having discovered
the God-created law of the Science of Therapeutics, and of
having laid the foundation of a Materia Medica which the
intelligent advoeates, under whose fostering care it even now
presents such admirable developments, will eventually rear
into a fabric as logically-coherent in all its parts as any
other natural Science. It was in translating the article Cin-
chona, in Cullen’s Materia Medica, that Hahnemann was led
to the discovery of the therapeutic law, which will not only
cure existing diseases with an unparalleled and hitherto
unknown certainty of result and brilliancy of success, but
which, in the course of ages, will change the character of
diseases, will render them more amenable to treatment, and
will finally contribute more powerfully, perhaps, than any
other social improvement, to the utter extinction of this
formidable scourge.

We claim that Homceopathy is a God-created Science
interwoven in the mysterious framework of Nature, and
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that Hahnemann’s flash of genius perceived and deciphered
the divine handwriting upon her eternal Page.

It was in translating the paragraph, where Cullen accounts
for the curative virtues of Cinchona-bark in fever and ague,
by the existence of the bitter principles and the consequent
tonic properties with which this agent is endowed, that the
thought darted through Hahnemann’s mind: May not these
specific curative virtues of Cinchona-bark depend upon
facts of an entirely different order? May they not depend
upon the fact that Cinchona-bark is capable of developing
in the normal tissues a condition resembling in all essential
characteristics a paroxysm of fever-and-ague? And forth-
with Hahnemann instituted an experiment on his own per-
son for the purpose of verifying this intuition. After
swallowing on several successive days a quantity of Peru-
vian-bark, he experienced a series of abnormal sensations
which represented a paroxysm of fever-and-ague as nearly
as any natural disease can be reproduced by artificial mor-
bific influences. The chilly creepings, followed by flashes
of heat and subsequent perspiration, and the accompanying
phenomena of congestion and gastric irritation which are
usually present during an attack of fever-and-ague, were
reproduced by Hahnemann with sufficient exactitude to
justify the conclusion, that Bark cures fever and ague not
because it is capable of producing a similar disease, but
because this power of producing a similar disease evidences
the existence of a peculiar affinity between this agent and
fever-and-ague, an affinity so characteristic, that no known
drug is capable of developing similar evidences of affinity
with the same striking truthfulness of delineation. Hence,
in consequence of this remarkable, and we may say, exclusive
uniformity between the physiological action of Bark upon
the normal tissues, and the pathological condition usually
described as a paroxysm of fever-and-ague, we designate
the relation existing between this artificial or physiological
disease on the one, and this natural or pathological disease
on the other hand, as a specific relation appertaining exclu-

-
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sively to the two factors Bark and fever-and-ague. It is
true, we can show specific curative relations between Ar-
senic and fever-and-ague, or between Ipecacuanha and ague;
but a careful examination of these different forms of specific-
ity will satisfy us that they cannot be substituted one for
the other, and that each of these specific relations is a rela-
tion sui generis, and, therefore, exclusively or specifically
curative of a peculiar order of cases.

Specific curative relations exist between every drug and
corresponding diseases. These relations have been deter-
mined by the most careful experimentations upon the
healthy. Allopathic physicians have had the generosity to
acknowledge that, in this respect, Hahnemann has initiated
a new Era in the history of Medicine. They have imitated
his brilliant example by instituting provings of drugs
equally distinguished for the self-sacrificing devotion with
which they have been conducted, and for the splendid re-
sults which they have yielded to the practical physician.

How long will it be before such splendid provings as
Fleming has published to the world, will supersede the use
of the lancet? Long before he instituted his experiments
with’the root of Aconite, Hahnemann had demonstrated the
extraordinary, or rather the specific antiphlogistic virtues
of this agent. The lancet has had its day. If we can but
induee our Old-School brethren to try the curative virtues
of Aconite in simple acute inflammations, where the lancet
had been deemed necessary heretofore, and where depletion
was followed by a momentary abatement of the pain and
febrile excitement: physicians of every School will soon
abjure the lancet as an inheritance of the dark ages of the
Past.

The gloomy records of Toxicology have become instruct-
ive lessons through the instrumentality of Homcopathy.
How much suffering has been relieved by Mercury under
the operation of the beneficent law: that every drug will
remove functional or organic disorders for which it has a
specific affinity by virtue of its inherent power to produce
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similar derangements in healthy tissues! To the homceo-
pathic physician the power which Belladonna possesses in
so eminent a degree, of exciting symptoms resembling
inflammation of the brain, or cerebral typhus, is a means
of saving human life in cases where so much of it is sacri-
ficed, we mean in meningitis and cerebral typhus. If any
physician still doubts the specific curative virtues of Bella-
donna in the old-fashioned Sydenhamian scarlet-fever, the
scarlatina levigata, let him first consult his toxicological
records and convinee himself of the power which this agent
possesses of producing all the pathognomonic appearances
of this disease, the scarlet efflorescence of the skin, the
violent angina, the cerebral congestions with the sparkling
and glistening eyes, the intense fever and thirst; and next,
let him try the virtues of this drug in a fair case, where a
cure is not an impossible thing from the start: he will soon
see the enemy quail before the power that stifles the life out
of him step by step.

With the discovery of Homceopathy a death-blow has
been struck at the blind rule of Empiricism. Henceforth
the exhibition of a drug is no longer dictated by routine, it
is the act of a conscious Intelligence. Homceopathy was
inscribed upon the inmost nature of the Mind, when the
fiat of Creation first called man into being. It is there, in
the constitution of the human mind, that the great LAw oF
HoM@EoPATHIC AFFINITIES AND SIMILITUDES was first read
by the genius of Hahnemann. How simple this law, how
beautiful, how irresistibly at one with the universal archi-
tecture of Nature! Man was created with a stainless organ-
ism, but endowed with a capacity for disease. As long as
he continued to live in the conditions of harmony which
the inspired Record designates as a paradise, these varied
capacities for disease, these morbific germs remained unde-
veloped ; man was not even conscious of their existence.
To all intents and purposes he enjoyed perfect health. But
the law of suffering was inscribed upon the order of his

growth. Whether voluntarily or involuntarily, man trans-
15
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gressed the laws upon the perfect obedience to which; the
continuance of health depended.

The capacity for disease, which heretofore had been a mere
potency, a passive latent faculty as it were, became an actua-
lized condition, a concrete pathological state manifested to
the observing understanding by positive symptoms, signs, or
phenomena. Whole Nature was blighted by the curse. The
same act or series of acts which developed disease in man,
developed drugs in Nature. For, Nature too was endowed
with a capacity for Evil which, in Paradise, remained in a
state of perfect quiescence. There could be no unity in God’s
System ; all faith in his over-ruling Providence must become
extinet, if the diseases which spring from capacities or poten-
cies, with which the human organism was endowed from
Creation, did not meet their counterpart in Nature. Drugs
in Nature, and diseases in man, are effects of the same cause,
effects of the same act or series of aets violative, on the pari of
man, of the original conditions of paradisiacal harmony. The
fetid Hyoseyamus and the maddening Belladonna are no
paradisiacal creations, they are subversive manifestations of
Nature's creative power ; they are distinctly traceable to the
same influence or series of influences upon the operation of
which, the development of diseases in man depends. If
drugs generally correspond with diseases; if drugs generally
are related or adapted to diseases; if drugs generally are in
curative rapport with diseases, this general correspondence
certainly implies a correspondence of particular drugs with
particular diseases. If ome of the first consequences of
man’s transgression was inflammatory rheumatism, this trans-
gression must have affected Nature in a corresponding
manner, developing her inherent capacity not for inflam-
matory rheumatism, but for the representative sign or
symbol of this disease, which alone could be developed
out of Nature’s soil. We care not, what or how many
diseases were the fruit of man's transgression; as many
there were, as many corresponding drugs must have been
developed out of the fruitful bosom of Nature. We have a
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right to expect this correspondence, this adaptation of drugs
to diseases from an all-wise and all-merciful Providence.

It was by subjecting whole Nature to this universal Curse,
that its deathly blight has been mitigated, and will eventu-
ally be removed from this afflicted Humanity. For it is
found that drugs, which were the result of a transgression
of law in Nature, act upon the diseases which were the result
of the same Cause tn man, as counter-balancing, neutralizing,
in one word as curative principles. The morbific influences
or essences which develope diseases in man, tend more power-
fully to their corresponding drugs, than to the physiological
tissues of the organism. All we have to do, in order to
secure the removal of a given disease, is to first determine
in our own minds, what drug is typical of, or is specifically
related to, or corresponding with, (all these expressions are
intended to mean one and the same thing,) this given dis-
ease. We determine this correspondence approximatively
by investigating the effects of various drugs upon the
healthy tissues. This is what we mean by proving a drug.
By means of these provings we have constructed a grand
series of artificial drug-diseases which, when made to act
upon that other grand series of pathological diseases, will
wipe them out, hush them up, absorb or neutralize them in
all curable cases, whenever the artificial or drug-disease con-
stitutes the exact, positive, or specific counterpart of the
natural malady.. Only a comparatively small quantity is
required to effect this object, a quantity sufficiently large to
extinguish the natural disease, but too small to develope
medicinal symptoms in the organism.

Let us continue the work so nobly begun; let us make
every effort to spread the Cause which we are advocating in
the interest of suffering Humanity, and the time will be
when Medicine, instead of being a Science of curses, will
become fruitful of blessings and of joys.
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SEDATIVES, COUNTER-STIMULANTS, ANTI-SPAS-
MODICS, ANTI-PHLOGISTICS.

The homoeopathic treatment of diseases fulfills all the
curative indications for which the Old School presecribes its
sedatives and counter-stimulants, its anti-spasmodies and
anti-phlogistics, with more directness and certainty of a
favorable result than was ever vouchsafed to physicians
who still recognize the ancient formulas, We cheerfully
admit that immense improvements have been introduced in
the allopathic treatment of diseases with these wvarious
classes of agents. The horrible abuse of Opium as a means
of subduing pain or spasms, and the frightful abstractions
of blood which disgrace the annals of allopathic Therapeu-
tics, are repudiated by all intelligent practitioners of the
present day.

Among the sedatives, those which may be ranged in the
category of physiological agents, are used in common by a-
large number of both homceopathic and allopathic prae-
titioners. One of these physiological sedatives which has
acquired a world-wide reputation as a therapeutic agent, is
cold water. Its use as such has been reduced to a system
in hydropathic establishments. It isnot the province of this
work to either criticise or advocate this extraordinary inno-
vation in the domain of Medicine. We simply desire to
point out the virtues that water possesses, of soothing an
excited state of the nervous system or of the circulatory
apparatus. In some cases, cold, and in other cases, fepid or
warm water may be most suitable to the condition of the
system. All surgeons admit, and have had abundant evi-
dence of, the therapeutic virtues of cold water in cases of
injuries. The continued application of cold-water com-
presses, not only mitigates the pain, but moderates and
may even keep off inflammation; it prevents extensive
sloughing, subdues ha@morrhage, and favors the healing of
the wound.
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In fever, frequent sponging with cold or tepid water, ac-
cording to the patient’s own inclination, affords a most ex-
quisite feeling of relief. What physician would refuse a
refreshing draught of cold water to a poor fever-patient who
1s burning up with heat, and whose parched tongue sticks
to the roof of the mouth for want of a drop of cooling mois-
ture? There was a time when the rules of Art required a
physician to suffer the patiént to die rather than to allow
the smallest quantity of cold water. Heating beverages in
abundance ; but cold water from Nature’s own pure foun-
tain? not a drop; perish the bold innovator who should
dare to pit Nature against human Art.

In the treatment of chronic phlegmasis, with predomi-
nance of an arthritic or rheumatic type, numbers of
homeeopathic practitioners resort to the application of cold-
water bandages to the affected part. In sore throat, in
chronie irritation of the bowels characterized by a sensation
of heat in the abdomen, fullness and distention, urging to
stool, oceasional or habitual discharges of mucus from the
rectum ;

In chronie irritation of abdominal organs generally, with
heat and soreness, aching and pressing pains, unpleasant
sensations of fullness and weight ;

In chronic constipation; in irritation of the spinal mar-
row, with soreness, burning and stinging pains in the
region of the spine, lameness and weakness of the back,
sensitiveness of the vertebral column to pressure or even
contact; in chronic inflammation of joints in persons
afflicted with the rheumatic or arthritic diathesis: the
persistent use of cold-water bandages to the seat of the
irritation is very frequently attended with great benefit to
the sufferer.

A cup of tea may act as asedative, Although tea is a
common beverage, yet it has a marked action upon the
nervous system. It causes a sensation of increased mobility
of the nerves, a feeling of restlessness in the brain, attended
with some nausea, lassitude and a want of steadiness in the
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joints and firmness of the muscles. Excessive physical
exertion, watching, more particularly when accompanied by
exhausting mental labor, may give rise to this group of
symptoms. A cup of black tea, of moderate strength,
diluted with a suitable quantity of cream and sweetened
with sugar, or, if more in harmony with a person’s taste,
without any of these ingredients, will be found endowed
with admirable soothing qualities in this condition of the
system. If we should feel disposed, with Broussais and his
followers, to regard this condition as a state of irritation,
we might say that tea relieves it by substituting its own
artificially-excited irritation in the place of the former.

Among these physiologico-therapeutic sedatives, Coffee
occupies a prominent rank., Coffee causes a sensation of
stimulation, an increased feeling of warmth with some traces
of vascular excitement, restlessness, a sensation of wakeful-
ness in the brain, a feeling of trepidation in the muscular
structure, which, in violent cases, may amount toa spas-
modic twitching ; these symptoms may be complicated with
a feeling of oppression on the chest, palpitation of the heart,
anxiety. If such a group of phenomena should occur as
the result of some suddenly-operating cause, a violent
emotion, an unforeseen excitement: a little black coffee
sweetened with sugar may be of great benefit to the person
thus disturbed.

We have known a few dessertspoonfuls of black coffee
quiet spasmodic twitchings of the extremities, with involun-
tary weeping and sobbing, resulting from an operation for
cataract.

Wakefulness from excessive nervous excitement, may yield
to coffee.

In all these and similar cases it is evident that the physio-
logical harmony of the organism is restored by virtue of
the perfect agreement existing between the natural and the
artificial irritation of the brain and nervous system. Ac-
count for this process of restoration as you please, upon the
principle of substitution, [for this doctrine will do as well as
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any other] : what is undeniable in all such processes of cure,
is the existence of an agreement, a relation of attractive
affinity, or, as Hahnemann has termed it, of homceopathicity
between the two conditions,

“ Counter-stimulation, is another term for sedative depres-
sion. Any remedial agent may be regarded as a counter-
stimulant that is endowed with some specific power to reduce
inflaimmatory action. Digitalis and Tartar-emetic are the
two leading counter-stimulants in the system invented by
Rasori. The former counter-stimulates the excessive action
of the heart, and the latter is especially commissioned to
counter-stimulate inflammatory action in pneumonia and
rheumatism.

The doctrine of counter-stimulation rests upon an essen-
tially wrong perception. Inflammatory action is not a state
of stimulation ; on the contrary, it is a state of depression of
‘the vital force. We might as well regard an earthquake, a
voleanic eruption or a hurricane a stimulation of the physical
forces of the globe. If the regulating Principle of these
forces had not been impaired or embarrassed for the time
being, these violent explosions of inferior currents would
not have occurred. Would you call the phenomena of a
drunkard’s rage a state of stimulation? Does not this rage
demonstrate the actual weakness of the moral energy which
in a healthy condition of the organism, would have prevented
such violent exhibitions of disordered cerebral action ?

If the vital force had not been embarrased in its action as
a regulator of the physiological movements of the organism,
would such dangerous engorgements of the pulmonary ves-
sels have been permitted to take place? Such doctrines
prove the astonishing superficiality of medical philosophers
who measure pathological phenomena by what they appear
to the sensual eye, instead of looking at them with the eye
of an enlightened medical intelligence. So far from counter-
stimulating the heart's action or the pulmonic circulation, we
have, on the contrary, to apply means to relieve them of the
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depressing influences by which they are held bound, Tartar-
emetic and Digitalis may accomplish this purpose in some
cases ; but there are other agents that will do this still more
effectually. Aconite, Squills, and other drugs may have to
be used for sueh a purpose. According to the doectrine of
substitution, we have to set up an artificial irritation in the
affected tissue, with which the natural disease may become
identified in such a manner, that the artificial disease will
take the place of the former, extinguish it as it were, and
then yield up its own claims to the newly-kindled vital
reaction,

From whatever side we look at the doctrines of our Old-
Sehool brethren; if we look at them rationally, with the
eyes of medical philosophers, we are irresistibly driven into
the very vortex of Homceopathy. How can we substitute
the Tartar-emetic irritation for a natural inflammation, unless
we are acquainted with the exact form and nature of the
irritation which Tartar-emetic is capable of exciting in the
pulmonary tissue? This knowledge can only be obtained
by careful experimentations upon healthy living organisms.
From what we know of the action of Tartar-emetic upon
sound lungs, we have a right to conclude that there are few
cages of pneumonia, with which it is in exact therapeutic
adaptation ; that the Tartar-emetic pneumonia is most pro-
bably governed by a peculiar medical constitution of the
atmosphere, and may occur as a miasmatic disease rather
than as a mere accidental disturbance of the physiological
equilibrium. Professor Trousseau speaks of a particular
type of pneumonia, where the antimonial preparations acted
with remarkable success, and which was characterised by
marked symptoms of gastric irritation, diarrheea, vomiting.
The presence of such symptoms would undoubtedly complete
the Tartar-emetic group.

These remarks apply with equal force to the use of Digi-
talis, Aconite, Squills and all the other so-called counter-
stimulants of the Italian School. In all cases the successful
treatment of diseases, so far as the physiciun is concerned,’
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depends upon, first, an exact knowledge of the nature of the
natural morbid process; secondly, upon a correct knowledge
of the nature of the morbid processes which the various
drugs are capable of exciting in the tissues; and thirdly,
upon a correct solution of the question: Which among
these artificial morbid processes holds curative relations to
the existing disease?

We have shown again and again that these curative
relations are determined by a perfect agreement between the
two factors concerned in the therapeutic process, or, in other
words, by the absolute adaptability of the natural to the
artificial disease.

Our principle of cure is broad enough to cover the whole
range of indications for which 0ld-School practitioners
employ their Anti-spasmodics. Here again, both homdeo-
pathic and allopathic practitioners use the same means of
arresting a purely nervous spasm mnot depending upon
alteration of tissue or functional disorder of some important
viscus. The momentary inhalation of a little ether may
dispel an hysteric swoon. It would be absurd to resort to
systematic medication by therapeutic means, in order to
arrest an evanescent and superficial irregularity of the
nervous currents, which may be remedied by sprinkling a
little cold water upon the person’s face or chest.

In spasms accompanied by alteration of tissue, or symp-
tomatic of some serious visceral irritation, homceopathic
practitioners follow the same principles of homceopathic
adaptation which guide them in the treatment of all other
diseases. The question to be solved is: What drug can be
offered as a substitute for the natural irritation? What
substitute will this natural morbid process accept in perfect
freedom ?

Homceopathic practitioners are physicians. If a spasm
or convulsion is symptomatic of an acute pulmonary or
cerebral disease, they apply remedies that act specifically
upon this disease; with the disappearance of this cause, the
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symptom will'likewise cease. In meningitis the remedies
for meningitis are applied as indicated by the peculiar
symptomatic form of the digease; in pneumonia, we resort
to the means required by the special form of this disorder:
Belladonna, Hyoscyamus or some other drug in the one;
Aconite, perhaps Belladonna, in the other case.

In hysteria, Valeriana, Asa fetida, etc.,, are not given
indiscriminately. The character of the spasms, their origin
and form, their specific relation to the brain and genito-
urinary system, and the peculiar modifications excited by
the spasm in the circulatory apparatus, are carefully inquired
into; the co-existing gastric disturbances, if any are present,
are likewise observed with serupulous care, and a remedy is
applied of whose correspondence with the existing group
of symptoms a previously instituted full experimentation
upon persons in health has given satisfactory evidence.

Epilepsy, the various forms of chorea, tetanus, are treated
in a similar manner.

In tetanus Homaeopathy claims a decided triumph in the
successful manner with which this frightful disease is met
by Strychnine. It is well known that Strychnine affects
the spinal centres similarly to the manner in which they
are affected in tetanus. The symptomatic manifestations
correspond so perfectly in some of these cases that a case
of poisoning by Strychnine might very frequently be con-
founded with an attack of tetanus. “SiMILIA SIMILIBUS,”
or, as Professor Trousseau would have it,  SUBSTITUENDA
SuBsTITUENDIS,” is the formula of cure which governs the
use of drugs in all such cases of irritation, from the slightest
abnormal mobility of the nervous system, from the slightest
rise of vertigo, from the slightest blush of a rush of blood,
or from the slightest tremor or fluttering of the heart, to
the most frightful paroxysm of tetanic convulsions.

And this same law likewise governs the use of antiphlo-
gistics in cases of inflammation. With the bickerings of a
few narrow-minded practitioners of the Homceopathic School
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who would fain excommunicate a man because he may deem
1t necessary, once in a life-time, to apply a few leeches, or
cups, or even to draw a few ounces of blood from a vein,
we have nothing to do. There is not a Homeeopathic physi-
cian living who is not prepared to assert that, when Hahne-
mann proposed the Aconitum Napellus as a specific remedy
for all ordinary acute inflammations, the death-knell of the
lancet had sounded forever. There are Homceopathic prac-
titioners of acknowledged ability, of decided intelligence
and large experience, who advocate the necessity of a sort
of mechanical emptying of the vessels in cases of plethora
where the homceopathic specific agent is prevented from
acting, on account of the over-distention of the vessels.
This may be an unfounded theory; but it is a small matter
at best, which does not by any means interfere with the
fundamental principles of our Art. We know that capil-
lary engorgements are the primary seat or starting point
of inflammations, and that this pathological condition is
met perfectly by the Aconitum napellus. This agent re-
stores the irritability of the capillary tissue; the engorge-
ments are dispersed and a blow is given to the inflammatory
process which most generally results in a cure.

Why is it that the Aconite-root has this extraordinary
power? It is because of the faculty inherent in this agent,
to affect the capillary tissue in the same manner that we
know it to be affected in inflammation. In inflammation,
the vital properties of this tissue: irritability and contrac-
tility, are impaired; and when this tissue is acted upon by
Aconite, the same effect 13 manifested. Hence, in accord-
ance with the principle of substitution now universally
recognized by all intelligent allopathic physicians, the arti-
ficial irritation, induced by Aconite, has power to supersede
the morbid inflammatory process whose essential locality is
the capillary system, i |

Upon the same principle Aconite will manifest curative
effects in all acute and even chronic affections which can be
directly traced to capillary torpor, a deficiency of the vital
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properties of irritability and contractility. Acute conges-
tions, apoplexy, plethoric conditions of various organs, of
the brain, heart, lungs, bowels, womb, etc., may be favor-
ably acted upon by Aconite.

Moreover let us remember that capillaries are distributed
throughout the whole frame, and that capillary engorge-
ments upon which Aconite has a curative influence, may
occur in every part of the living organism. Hence it is
that Aconite manifests such a remarkable specific action in
bilious derangements which are so frequently traceable to
engorgements of the portal capillaries.

Aconite is not the only inflammation-combating agent of
which the homceeopathic Materia Medica can boast. Bella-
donna is specifically adapted to inflammation, if the capilla-
ry engorgement can be traced to a deficient supply of cere-
bral stimulus. Bryonia is more particularly adapted to
inflammations of the serous and muscular tissue, if exuda-
tion threatens to set in, or is actually present. Phosphorus
1s in agreement with pneumonia in the last stage of the
disease, when the parenchyma has become hepatized.

We are not writing a treatise on Pathology; we have
simply endeavored to expound to our friends as well as to
the inquiring minds of the Old School, the fundamental
principles of our great Science. If we have succeeded in
shedding a single ray of additional light upon the sublime
subject of Homceopathy; if we have succeeded in convine-
ing the philosophical minds of the Old School that Homce-
opathy is a Science well worthy of their attention: we
shall deem this result a sweet reward for our labor, and an
encouragement to further efforts in the vinyard of Truth.
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FINAL APPEAL,

Ix concluding this volume, we desire to address a parting
word to the friends of our Cause and more especially to the
physicians who labor for its advancement with honest and
brave hearts. The time has arrived when we should be
prepared to take proper steps towards organizing a compre-
hensive SysTEm oF MEANs for the thorough study of a
Science which is undoubtedly destined to elevate future
generations to a higher state of physical, intellectual and
moral culture. Heretofore all the Good that our practi-
tioners have been able to accomplish in behalf of the new
Truth, has chiefly been the result of individual efforts. The
inherent attractiveness of the homeeopathic Healing Art,
and the brilliant successes which our statistical records con-
tinue to chronicle in public and private practice, are speak-
ing witnesses in favor of our System, leading thousands to
our banner in all the walks of Society from the hut of the
poor to the palaces of crowned heads. It has now become
our duty to endeavor to meet the confidence reposed in us
by a higher preparation for the exercise of our noble Art,
than we have hitherto been able to achieve.

Ours is a high and solemn task. We are not only prac-
titioners, but reformers of the Healing Art. More than
this. We have enlisted in a Cause which does not profess
to be a Reform of the Past, but a prophetic Announcement
of the Medicine of the Future. In this respect, the promul-
gation of Homceopathy is distinguished from any previous
innovation of medical theories or practices. Homeopathy is
not o Reform, but a Discovery.

On this occasion we desire to enter our solemn protest
against the great wrong of confounding Hahnemann with
the common multitude of medical Reformers. Hahnemann
has not reformed any thing. He has laid a foundation,
upon which the Science of Therapeuties will be erected by
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future generations as upon an everlasting rock. Heretofore
her appeals had remained unheeded. There had been
systems and opinions, but no Science; empiricism and
routine, but no Art. Hahnemann did not reform existing
abuses ; he discovered the Law of Cure as it is written upon
Nature'’s Eternal Page ; he proclaimed the law; he showed
its applicability in all cases, where mechanical or palliative
means are not imperiously demanded by the condition of
the sufferer; he constructed a new Materia Medica, the logi-
cal consequence of this law, which will hereafter, like a
heavenly beacon-light, illumine the dark ocean of Therapeu-
tics and enable the skillful navigator to pilot his frail and
storm-tossed bark “into the haven of Rescue, where he may
deposit his precious freight upon the sunny beach of
Recovery.

Friends, we desire to impress upon your minds the sub-
lime grandeur of our position. We are no tame reformers.
We are laborers in a new vinyard, ploughing a new field,
sowing a new seed and reaping a new harvest. May you
never lose sight of this radical distinction which separates
the philosophical thinkers of our School from the orthodox
followers of our ancient God. May the spirit of the new
medical Gospel descend upon you in all its unfading beauty
and regenerating power. May you be blessed with a full
perception of the great Truth that a new Intelligence has
shone upon the dark page of Medicine, and that Homceo-
pathy is not simply a formula for a different use of drugs,
but a new Philosophy in Medicine, based upon a new order
of Perceptions and Relations and involving the very Prinei-
ples which not only govern the phenomena of Material
Order, but determine the physiological harmonies of all
living organisms.

‘What is this assimilative power which enables a living
tissue to appropriate unto itself elementary principles
analogous to its nature, and necessary to its preservation
and development? What is this faculty inherent in every
organ, to discriminate between its own necessities and those
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of its neighbor? Why does not the liver secrete the
gastric fluid, or the stomach bile? What is this marvellous
and mysterious power of adaptation which permits an acrid
poison, like the bile, to be kept in a delicate pouch without
irritating its tissue? Or why is it that the gastric fluid,
which will dissolve the most solid food, will not harm the
membrane that secretes it ?

‘What an instructive lesson we are taught by these beauti-
ful phenomena of physiological adaptation and use! Why
should our allopathic brother feel offended, when we tell
him that he has never understood this lesson of elective
Attraction and Affinity ? Ttis even so. The great Law
which governs the harmonies of physical Creation; which
determines the sublimest manifestations of man’s spiritual
nature : love, frendship, patriotism, devotion ; which causes
every mind to gravitate towards, and delight in, kindred
objects of thought and practical use; this great law of
Attraction, Election, Affinity, constitutes the God-created
basis of Nature’s Science of Therapeutics.

Behold the great Truth which Hahnemann has proclaimed
to his Age! As aliments correspond with the forces of life,
so do drugs correspond with the death-harboring forces of
disease. And as the forces of life will only assimilate that
which is homogenous with their nature, so will the forces of
disease only incline to elementary principles which are
analogous to their own essence. Is the promulgation of
this T'ruth a mere Reform, or is it a Doctrine, a new Gospel
of Redemption from disease? Under the old law drugs
were made to harmonise with the forces of life; the forces
of disease were ignored. Under that law, Compulsion is the
watchword. If the liver is torpid, it must be whipt up by a
large dose of Calomel; if a patient spends sleepless nights,
he must be made to sleep by a powerful narcotic.

What is the method under the new law? If the liver is
torpid, do we resort to compulsory means in order to over-
come its sluggishness? Guided by the new light, we know
that it is not the physiological life of the organ that is at
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fault; but that this life is prevented, by the interference of
hostile principles or forces, from manifesting its harmonious
evolutions. It is with these hostile forces that we deal; it
is these hostile forces which we seek to overcome, not by
compulsory, but by atiractive means. We act upon them by
means of agents, to which they can incline in perfect free-
dom; with which they can assimilate as with their own kin-
dred; yea, with which they are irresistibly moved to assimi-
late, in obedience to the great law: that elementary prinei-
ples will form new unions when brought under the influence
of more powerful, more specific affinities.

We ask you again: Will you be content with being
classed among stale Reformers in the presence of the glori-
ous results which the new law is working out for suffering
man? In the name of Justice, Common Sense and Human-
ity, what is it that Hahnemann has reformed? If, under
the old law, a sluggish stomach, slow to digest or unwilling
to assimilate its normal proportion of food, is inundated
with a flood of emetics, stimulants, tonics; and if, under the
new law, these scenes of violence are superseded by the ad-
ministration of a remedial agent which is accepted by the
morbific element without opposition, in obedience to an irre-
sistible ATTRACTION OF AFFINITY between this element and
the remedial force; are this gentle hushing of disease, this
apparently spontaneous deliverance of the afflicted tissues,
this tender regard for their physiological unity, a mere re-
form of the rude violation of life which the old law inflicts
upon the offending organ?

We ask again: Are they a mere reform, or do they con-
stitute features of a new doctrine integrally and radically
opposed to the medical doctrines of the Past in principle as .
well as in practice? Why then should we be called Re-
formers when we are apostles of a new and hitherto unheard-
of Truth?

If existing abuses disappear before the law of therapeutic
Affinities, it is not because our efforts are directed against
these abuses; it is because this Evil, like all others, obeys
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the universal law of submission to its opposite Good. The
nauseous compounds of the old law become obsolete absur-
dities in the presence of the gentle, but magic powers of the
new Truth; if the sick organism is spared the tortures
which the cruel mockery of the old law had devised for its
relief, this deliverance is not so much effected by an inflexi-
ble logic as by the simple presence of a positive Good which
causes its opposing Evil to flee henceforth and forever into
the abyss of Oblivion.

Should we not, as men who are animated by the same
high sense of duty that inspires every honest-hearted mis-
sionary of a heaven-born Truth, endeavor to send forth upon
the world’s stage a band of young champions amply fitted
by a most thorough acquisition of the material sciences, and
by a generous and expansive comprehension of our doctrines,
to do battle for this great Cause? On this subject we desire
to communicate the outlines of a System of Studies which,
if carried out with the energy and honesty of purpose that
the greatness of the subject demands, will elevate the char-
acter of our School, in the course of time, far above the
common standard of medical Institutions.

The insufficiency of our present system of medical educa-
tion is a great obstacle to the ultimate triumph of Homeeo-
pathy. No young gentleman, even of the most transcendent
talent, can study Medicine by attending two courses of lec-
tures. Homceeopathic physicians, instead of being superior
to their allopathic brethren in all the collateral Seciences or
Medicine, have actually been suspected of neglecting these
as irrelevant to the practice of their Art. It would be un-
wise to assert that the IHomceopathic School has not been
guilty, in the beginning of its career, of neglect towards
these collateral branches of Medicine. This negleet, how-
ever, was an involuntary, and, we may say, inevitable con-
sequence of the manner in which Homceopathy was first an-

nounced to the world.
16
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Hahnemann's denunciation of pathological systems, has
been misinterpreted as an actual repudiation of every
attempt to establish the Secience of Pathology upon a
- basis of Truth. The symptoms of a disease were supposed
to constitute the only indication and the only object of
cure, Although it is undeniable that, without a careful
observation of the symptoms, the selection of the specific
remedial agent is impossible; yet, on the other hand, it
is likewise undeniable that this selection, if made to depend
upon the literal and numerical comparison of symptoms,
may be made, in a large number of cases, by persons who
have little or no knowledge of Pathology. Hence, the
study of Pathology was neglected by the original followers
of Hahnemann,

Surgery was likewise neglected in the beginning of our
Art. Hahnemann taught that many malformations, and
even functional disorders, which had hitherto been treated
by surgical means, might be removed by antipsoric treat-
ment. We have indeed saved hundreds of limbs which
allopathic surgeons would have been obliged to amputate.
What homoeeopathic physician would think of exsecting
a portion of the nerve for the purpose of curing a purely
functional neuralgia? It is related by Dr. Mott, that
several English surgeons of eminence once treated a case
of neuralgia of the tibial nerve by amputating the leg.
The pain ascending above the knee, the thigh was ampu-
tated, and finally, when the pain approached the hip-joint,
amputation at this joint was not only proposed, but actually
carried out. The patient was an interesting girl of eighteen,
and soon perished in consequence of this horrid butchery.
A jury of enlightened and humane physicians would have
consigned the perpetrators of such atrocities to the State
Prison.

Nevertheless, although surgical operations become far
less frequent under homceopathic treatment, homeeopathic
physicians may be called upon to perform the most formi-
dable operations in Surgery. We may have to extirpate
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tumors, amputate limbs, exsect bones, ligate arteries in the
case of aneurisms. Not to mention the beautiful and truly
restorative operations of rhinoplastic and orthopedic Sur-
gery, which require not only anatomical and physiological
knowledge, but an amount of manual dexterity that can
only be acquired by persevering practice and study.

An important reason why the collateral Sciences have
been neglected, is the vast amount of labor that had to
be bestowed upon the perfecting of our System of Treatment.
We had not only to build up our Materia Medica, but a
corresponding System of Practice, and the united endeavors
of the scattered disciples of Homceopathy seemed hardly
sufficient to achieve this great work.

But the aspect of things has changed. Homceopathie
physicians have discovered that they cannot isolate their
System from the achievements of their allopathic brethren,
and that, so far from being in opposition to any of the
collateral Sciences of Medicine, it is, on the contrary, a
therapeutic edifice, in the construction and development
of which they are all deeply interested.

Hahnemann's Materia Medica is simply a collection of
provings, detached symptoms of drug-action whose bearing
upon corresponding pathological conditions has to be deter-
mined by investigations of a new order. What is a system
of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, or rather, what should
it be? After studying his Materia Medica, the student
expects to know what remedies will lead to a cure in a
given case, and why and how these remedies will cure cer-
tain diseases more directly than any other remedial agents
can do. A system of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, if
philosophically and comprehensively constructed, is an
Organon or organic text-book of the Healing Art.

We may be permitted to ask the question: What is the
natural order of studies which will enable a young practi-
tioner to successfully treat a case of pneumonia? An
answer to this question will afford us an opportunity of
giving the outlines of what we consider a course of medical
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instruction befitting the dignity, comprehensive vastness
and practical importance of the Secience of Homceopathy.

In order to fit himself for the management of a case of
pneumonia, the student has, first, to acquire a knowledge of
the anatomical structure of the lungs ; secondly, a knowledge
of its physiological functions ; thirdly, he is made acquainted
with the nature, cause, course, and natural terminations of in-
flammation generally, and of inflammation of the lungs in
particular, and lastly, with the therapeutic and physiological
means of restoring the diseased organ to its normal condi-
tion. These four points naturally determine the creation of
four chairs in a Medical School, the chairs of Anatomy, of
Physiology, of Pathology and Pathological Anatomy, and
lastly of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. The business
of the chair of Pathology is logically confined to an eluci-
dation of the origin, course, natural terminations, and patho-
logical alterations of diseases both before and after death,
which may be demonstrated upon the cadaver as well as by
specimens made of wax or papier miché. The Theory and
Practice which is appended to the chair of Pathology in
most Medical Schools, should constitute a special department,
the chair of Clinical Medicine. For the purposes of this chair,
Cliniques and Hospitals are indispensable adjuncts to every
Medical University. Students of Medicine are not in a con-
dition to profitably attend instructive clinical lectures until
they have obtained a satisfactory knowledge in the other
four chairs. It is the business of the Clinical Professor to
acquaint students with the details of the sick-chamber in so
far as they refer to the management of # case; with the
proper conduet to be obsexved towards the patient and his
attendants ; with the method of establishing a correct diag-
nosis, of selecting the suitable remedy and adapting the dose
to the nature of the malady and to the susceptibility of the
patient’s constitution ; the Clinical Professor shows upon
what facts the practitioner has to depend for his prognosis;
he teaches the method of watching the action of drugs in a
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given case, of determining the character of the changes which
may take place in the symptoms, of diseriminating between
the natural developments of the disease and the modifications
superinduced by remedial influences; in one word, the
Clinical Professor applies the teachings of the lecture-room
and thus completes the therapeutic edifice.

It is'evident that in regard to Obstetrics and Surgery the
same order of studies should be instituted ; first, anatomical
structure ; secondly, physiological functions ; thirdly, abnor-
mal changes ; fourthly, therapeutic agents, and lastly, clin-
ical medicine.

Do not these varied requirements imply an orderly ar-
rangement and a progressive succession of studies? Now
look at our Colleges, and what meets your eye but con-
fusion and chaos? The student has to be hurried in two
sessions through a mass of scientific matter which it seems
almost impossible for the brightest intellect to encompass
in so short a space of time. The consequence is that our
Mott's and Pancoast’s have to go to European Universities
in order to complete their education. Not becaunse our
students are deficient in natural capacity. We ean boast of
names that rank as high in the medical Profession as any
names living or dead. All we want is opportunity; give
us opportunity, and we will furnish you the men; from our
Colleges men may go forth which posterity will honor as
the standard-bearers of Medical Truth. In order to accom-
plish these results, we want a higher, a more comprehen-
sive, more logical, more mnatural organization. Not two,
but four Sessions seem naturally indicated by the mass and
orderly arrangement of matter, a full knowledge of which
is indispensable to every well educated physician.

During the first Session, the student should confine him-
gelf to the study of elements, the elements of Botany,
Natural Philosophy, Inorganic Chemistry and Toxicology,
and the anatomy of the bones, muscles and ligaments, The
study of French and German should likewise be pursued.

During the second Session, these studies are continned
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upon a higher plane; in Anatomy, for instance we add the
anatomy of the viscera, lymphatics, blood-vessels and nerves ;
the rudiments of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, the ele-
ments of Pathology, Surgery, such as the reduction of dis-
locations and fractures, the application of bandages, ete.,
may be taught ; the anatomy of the pelvis, the mechanism
of labor and the simple operations in Midwifery, such as
turning and the application of the forceps, may likewise be
explained. The study of French and German is to be
continued.

In the third Session we go into Organic Chemistry, Gene-
ral and Special Pathology and Morbid Anatomy, Physiology,
Special and Microscopic Anatomy, Surgical Anatomy, Ope-
rative Surgery of the highest grade, the higher departments
of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Proving of drugs, Diet
and Hygiene, Physiology of Utero-gestation, etc.

And in the fourth Session we add Comparative Anatomy,
Rhinoplastic and Orthopedic Surgery, Analytical Chemistry,
Comparative Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Clinical Me-
dicine, and Practical Midwifery, Medical Ethics and Juris-
prudence, Critical History of Medicine, the Philosophy of
Homaeopathy, Universal Synthesis of the Medical Sciences.

It will be seen that, according to this plan, the students
would be arranged in four Classes, which might be respeec-
tively designated as the Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior and
Senior Class. Nostudent should be graduated from a lower
into a higher class without previously passing a rigid exami-
nation in presence of the Faculty. If the Sessions were
extended to six months, four or five lectures a day would be
amply sufficient for a complete course, thus leaving the stu-
dent abundant time for exercise, private reading, dissections,

The only obstacle to the realization of this plan may
seem the additional expense involved in a protracted course
of studies. Let us inquire. The expense for two full courses
of lectures at most colleges, including board, is about $500.,
If our plan were carried out, the expense would not be much
greater. The Freshmen might pay $30 for the course, the
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Sophomore $40, the Junior $50 and the Senior $60; this
would make $180 for the four Sessions. By some suitable
arrangement, board might be reduced to $3 per week, which,
in the course of four Sessions, would amount to $312. In
this way the whole expense would be about $500, as it is at
present. Thus, for the same amount of money, a young
gentleman would be able to acquire a medical education such
as no Medical School on this continent is now able to offer ;
a diploma from such a College would be a title to respect;
its graduates would have access to professional positions in
the Army and Navy, and the opponents of Homeeopathy
would be compelled to conclude, that gentlemen of such un-
deniable attainments in the collateral branches of Medicine
cannot possibly adopt a System of Therapeutics, which is
not in accord with the dictates of Reason and the laws of
Nature. We are aware that the innovation which is here
proposed, is as radical and vast as it seems to us called for
by the exigencies of the times and the urgent wants of the
Profession ; but what a triumph, if a homceopathic Institu-
tion which is regarded with supercilious contempt by the
Oligarchy of allopathie Therapeutics, were to initiate a Re-
form that would tend to elevate the intellectual and moral
standing of the whole Medical Profession]! The object is
worthy of our noblest efforts; let none of us be found
wanting.

We could easily show that the whole homceopathic Pro-
fession, and indeed all warm and honest friends of our Cause
might be induced to take an active interest in such an un-
dertaking. The capital required to carry it out, might be
represented by shares of stock bearing interest, and the
amount of the shares be fixed at such a low fizure that
even those whose means are limited, might be enabled to
invest a small amount in a Cause which, if representing the
great Principles which its advocates contend it does repre-
sent, 1s not only worthy of support, but if supported unitedly,
energetically and wisely, must eventually triumph over all
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