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LETTER TO PROF. PALMER, 25

a precedent in Paris would involve too sweeping a train of
sequences. The discussion was ended by the argument attrib-
uted to Chomel, substantially as follows : Physicians are not
appointed on the hospital-staff. until they have proved their
fitness for the post, and we cannot deny our Colleague’s fitness.
They cannot be dismissed except for bad behaviour. If we
decide the adoption of a novel mode of treatment to be bad
behaviour, we do not only implicate ourselves, for we all have
introduced novelties into our treatment of diseases, but we

erect a barrier to all progress in medicine, and destroy the
freedom of the practitioner. We cannot, then, without estab-
lishing a dangerous precedent, expel a physician unless we can
show that his new method has clearly and unquestionably in-
creased the mortality of his patients beyond that of any other
physician. Unfortunately, Colleagues,—for, of course, I detest
and despise Homeeopathy—raE RECORDS oF Doctor TESSIER'S
PRACTICE SHOW A MORE FAVORABLE RESULT THAN THOSE OF ANY
OTHER HOSPITAL, We cannot, therefore, interfere with him.”

How strikingly does this conduct contrast with the conduct
of the Managers of the Edinburgh Infirmary against Professor
Henderson of the University of Edinburgh, and with that of
the Managers of the Aberdeen Infirmary against Doctor Reith,
a distingnished member of the Hospital-Staff. You, my dear
Professor, may have read his contributions to the Science of
Pharmaco-dynamics in the last numbers of Braithwaite's
Retrospect. They were extolled by his colleagues and com-
manded the admiration of the English Profession generally ;
but when it was found that they were the very doctrines that
are professed by the Homeeopaths, he was dismissed from the
Hospital-Staff. Since then, Doctor Reith and his Colleague,
Doctor Brown Dyce, late Asristant-Professor of Materia Medica
in the University of Aberdeen, have published their conversion
to Homeeopathy in an admirable pamphlet that puts their
defamers to shame.

On the Continent of Europe, Homwopathy, has finally tri-
umphed over all governmental as well as professional opposition.
No student is ever rejected because of a leaning towards Homee-
opathy, and we are informed in a recent letter from Doctor
Marenzeller, President of the Vienna Society of homeopathic
physicians now numbering over sixty members, that the inter-
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LETTER TO PROF. PALMER, 28

esteemed homeeopathic physician of Washington City, D. C.,
and Mr. Seward’s family-physician, at once applied to the
Russian Embassy for information, and was told that there was
not a word of truth in the whole story. The statement like-
wise received an authoritative contradiction in the Standard and
Morning Star; and the Lancet of the 24th of October last,
acknowledged the fulsity of the statement and expressed its
PLEASURE that the statement was false.  Every Professor of
Pathology reads the Lancet ; how is it that you have over-
looked this correction of a vile hoax? Homaopaths are not
afraid ot fair and manly discussion, they invite it; but this
system of hounding Homeeopathy is unbecoming.

Homeeopathy is doing well in Russia. By a recent ukase,
the formation of a medical Society, by the homeeopathic physi-
cians of St. Petersburg, was oflicially sanctioned in »pite of the
active opposition of the Medical Council of the Empire. There
are now about one hundred homaopathic physicians practicing
in Russia. The November number of the London Monthly
Homeeopathic Review, 1868, contains the following : ¢ The
official reports upon the cholera-epidemic of 1866, we are
informed by the Bibliothéque Homeopathique, assert that whilst
the physicians of the large hospitals in St. Petersburg admit a
mortality of 33 per-cent., Dr, Hering, a homeopathic physician,
who, in his capacity of medical officer of police, was in charge
of a temporary hospital containing ten beds constantly occupied
with cholera-patients for eicht weeks, lost not a single case.
And further, the chief of police, Général Trephoff, has certified
that attacks of cholera were infinitely less common among the
police in Dr Hering’s district who, under his" directions, used
homeeopathic prophylactics, than among those in other parts
of the town who, not less carefully provided for, only adopted
such hygienic precantions as were recommended by their allo-
pathic medical officers. At the conclusion of the epidemnic, Dr.
Hering's services were acknowledged, and his success attested,
by an imperial decoration.”

Let me now take up the next statement, that referring to the
number of homeopathic practitioners in Europe. You say
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of this science. So are Parke Godwin, Charles A. Dana,
Horace Greeley, John A. Bigelow our late Ambassador to
France, in fact all the first men in the City and State of New
York. The same is true in regard to Philadelphia . Several
of the Regents of the University employ homaeopathie physi-
cians. Weaccept yoursimile of the“the cricket in the meadow,
making more noise than a whole herd of oxen quietly feeding,
or reposing upon its verdure. But should that herd be aroused,
its powers would be felt. That cricket might be silenced.”
Is it by the brute force of oxen that yon mean to silence this
cricket 2 It will not be silenced by brute force. It will chirp
on more briskly than ever and drive the oxen out of sight.
The community, and especially the enlightened community of
Michigan, is getting tired of being doctored by oxen. The
comparison is your own.

Thank God, the spirit of hatred and persecution which you
manifest in your Lectures, is not participated in by all scientific
men. At the late Homeopathic Congress at Brussels, the Pres-
ident of the Belgian Academy of Medicine, Dr. Fallot thanked the
Congress for the invitation that had been forwarded to theoffice of
that Corporation, “All our Colleagues,” he added, “will endeay-
our, to respond to the appeal made to them by the Congress; for,
Gentlemen, whatever differences of doctrines and of practice ,
separate us, we all pursue the same object, the search after
truth ; we have but one common desire, to do the greatest
possible amount of good. For these reasons we shall applaud
your labors.” How beautifully does this language contrast
with the following ribald denunciation in Doctor J. H. Jerome's
annual address before a recent meeting of your State-Society.
“ Yet when the University as a whole, demands enlargement
for the better accommorlation of its growing patronage and
the maintainance of its prestige, requiring aid beyond the
limits of its original endowment, and an application is made
to the State Legislature for such purpose, they are met at the
threshold with the seducer’s proposition, if it will doff its chastity,
prostitute its virtue; lay aside its distinctive characteristics and
cohabit with the merest tissue of fanciful speculation that ever
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