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unwavering light of the principle * Similia similibus curantur,”
or Homeopathy, time and patience will be required to travel
over its length and breadth ; for by its wayside, and over its
entire course, many flowers are to be gathered, minerals to be
analyzed, and experiments to be made.

By the precept, ¢ Similia similibus curantur,” is understood
that medicines cure diseases which present symptoms similar,
not only in character, but in kind, to the symptoms which such
medicines produce in healthy bodies. It will be perceived that
the proposition distinctly enunciates “similarity,” not ‘“identity.”
The philosophical mind will also detect that it embraces * a
law of cure,” for the most successful application of which there
is necessarily demanded, a more profound acquaintance with
Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology, and other kindred branches
of medicine, than is required by any other medical doctrine.

In the discovery of this great law, practical medicine at once
became from an uncertain art, an exact science. Disease,
which for so many centuries derided and baffled the means
used for its destruction, has in it encountered a victor. Not
only, by it, is acute disease of the most violent character
speedily subdued, but the scientific application of the law,
promises the eradication of those chronic maladies which, by
transmission, embitter the happiness of successive generations.

At this place, and at this time, I avail myself of the
opportunity to declare for myself and for my colleagues of this
college, that so far as our humble abilities permit, believing, as
we do, in the simplicity of nature’s laws, and the universality of
their application, it is our intention to teach and practice the
doctrine in its entire purity; and any departure from such intention
would be considered personally disreputable and treasonable to
science.

Physicians having fruitlessly endeavored, for a period of
more than two thousand years, to ascertain certain means of
cure, it might have been supposed that the announcement of a
law which imparted this long desired knowledge would have
been received with acclamation. But it encountered, as have
all other discoveries in science, the opposition, not only of the
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The proper place for being satisfied of the efficacy of our
remedies is at the bedside of the sick. It is there that instruc-
tion is most advantageously imparted; it is there only that
precise practical knowledge can be acquired ; it is there that
incredulity is dissipated ; it is there that conversion is
effected. To the establishment of such an Institution, as the
most certain and speedy means of silencing all opposition, I
invite your attention and support.

If Homeeopathy removes disease in the quickest, safest, and
most agreeable manner, charity could not find a more.
deserving object for its bounties—and if the great central law
of ““similia stmilibus curantur® be true, the. man of science
and the philanthropist could not lend their aid, to a cause
more calculated to ffuse true knowledge, and to benefit mankind.

Let me here express the hope that, with those emotions of
joy which the certain success of the cause we advocate cannot
- fail to excite, any feelings unworthy of magnanimous or generous
natures be repelled. Physicians as a body, with the exception
of a want of proper knowledge of the practical part of their
profession, have ever been distinguished for extent and depth of
attainment. They have travelled over all the regions of mind,
from the smooth and pleasant vales of literature, to the most
rugged and lofty pinnacles of science. For this they have, as
they ever have had, the esteem and admiration of mankind.

Many of the opponents of Homceopathy are to be respected
for their age—others less advanced in years have, by patient toil,
much study, and with a laudable ambition, attained high pro-
fessional stations,’a descent from which necessarily accompanies
the avowal of defective knowledge. There must also be esti-
mated the difficulty.of liberation from the errors of education—
from the influence of prejudice and from the despotism of habit.

Alleopathic medicine may be viewed as a prostrate structure,
among whose materials are many blocks of the purest marble—
columns, capitals and pediments, beautifully and skilfully
wrought, and which may be supposed to represent the collateral
branches of medicine, Anatomy, Physiology, Chemistry, and
Botany; which when readjusted and adapted by the scientific
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law of ¢ Similia similibus curantur,” will form a building
harmonious in all its parts, and as enduring as time ; for it will
be the temple of true science : while upon its portals and
threshold, will be read in adamantine letters, the name of the

illustrious Hahnemann.

Gentlemen of the Graduating Class,—
There remains to me the pleasure of addressing a few
remarks, personally, to yourselves.

I will not apply to you stereotyped compliments, nor offend
your delicacy by the grossness of flattery. But will in sober
truth and sincerity declare that, as a class, in propriety of
deportment, literary and classical attainments, and unremitted
attention to your studies, you will bear a favorable comparison
with that of any other Institution.

Some of you are for the first time to commence your profes-
sional duties; others have long been engaged in their perform-
ance, and have received Diplomas from Medical Colleges of the
most distinguished reputation. The strongest proof you could
have given of your belief in the superiority of Homceopathy, to
any other mode of medical practice is, that you have left
lucrative practices, separated yourselves for many months
from your wives and children, and have travelled from
remote regions of these broad and long United States to
obtain the honours of this Institution. Not {satisfied with
the ordinary title of Doctor Medicina, but desirous of the
additional honor of Doctor of Homaopathic medicine. Such
conduct is a sufficient guarantee that you will never desert the
standard upon which is emblazoned the great precept of
«¢ Similia similibus curanfur ;”’ which you know to be as
indicative of truth in medicine, as was the Monogram on the
Labarum of the great Constantine, of truth in religion.

To encounter much opposition in your professional career will
be in accordance with the history of mankind. All discoveries,
from those simply useful in their nature to those belonging to
science, passed through many difficulties. The opposition
being obstinate in proportion exactly to the importance of the

truth announced.

























