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propriated to the sick in this house, are small, have but one
window, communicate with an entry warmed by a furnace,
and a part of them are not provided with fire-places.

It seems to me to be no objection to this opinion, that se-
veral of the cases in the hospital oceurred during the sum-
mer ; for the windows in the patients’ rooms being all closed
at night, and there being of course no fire in the furnaces,
there was consequently but little change of air. It is a fact
also, and ecertainly a striking one, that not a single case ap-
peared in any room in which there was a fire-place ; and it
is not less remarkable, that not a case has occurred in the
house since the patients have been re-admitted, though nearly
five months have elapsed since it was re-opened, a period
of exemption more than double in length of what has existed
since the occurrence of the first case,—and during this very
period the disease has been unusually prevalent in various
parts of the city. This must be attributed chiefly, I think,
to the more complete ventilation of the wards ; for the hospi-
tal, though perfectly clean, is not more so than formerly,
and the number of patients is as great as it has frequently
been before.

As soon as the patients were removed from the hospital,
the following means were employed by the advice of the
medical attendants to purify it, and to prevent the recurrence
of the disease. All the mattrasses were ripped open, the
tickings washed, the hair picked and baked, having been
first exposed five days and nights to the air, during which
period the thermometer was most of the time below zero,
all the windows in the house were kept open for the same
length of time. After this, the wards were first fumigated
with sulphur, then with the gas of chlorine ; all of them were
white-washed, and part of them were painted ; the wood work
in those that were not painted was washed with lime water.
Fire-places were then made in all the wards, with two or
three exceptions only, and these were rooms of a very small
size. Fortunately this could be done without much difficulty,
as flues were left in the walls originally from an apprehension,
that the furnaces might not warm the building sufficiently.












