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ACONITUM NAPELLUS. 21

the mouth, after the smelling had proved ineffectual,
if the ensemble of symptoms indicated it, and it then
produced the desired effect.

The administration of the remedy by the mouth,
appears to me to be at least the more certain method,*
and is undoubtedly to be preferred to smelling, as a
number of odours which the patient is obliged to in-
hale involuntarily, may readily destroy the eflfect of
the remedy, or at least disturb its action; while the
effect after faking the remedy is more permanent
and less apt to be interfered with. But if we admit
that the remedy acts equally well either way, and
the smelling probably milder, and without exciting
any exacerbation of the patient’s disease, still the
latter is so trifling after faking the remedy, that it
is scarcely worth any attention. Were it, however,
important, the patient would readily support this

exacerbation, as from this he could more certainly
~ count on a speedy improvement of his complaint.

With one word, I prefer from conviction, the taking
of a remedy to smelling it, and this holds good, not
only with aconite, but with all other curatives.

In regard to the dose of aconite, I have still to
remark, that I have used not only the first, but all
the succeeding dilutions up to thirty, and have found
the criterion for the application of a higher or lower
dilution in the violence of the disease, the constitu-
tion, age, &c. of the patient. Inflammatory diseases

* This practical remark of Hartmann is confirmed by the
experience of most American homcopathists, with whom
smelling is but little in vogue.— Translator.
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24 ACONITUM NAPELLUS.

their method, not on conjectures and favourable depo-
sitions, but on their own experience as well as that
of other homceopathists. They, however, do not
judge blindly of the result of the allopathic treat-
ment of inflammatory affections—they do not deny
their results,—(as the allopathists do those of the
homeeopathists,)—only they cannot praise the cito
and jucunde, and must relate more unfortunate ter-
minations than is in their power to accuse us of. It
only requires a single step on the part of the allo-
pathists—let them form statistics of cures of in-
flammatory aflections made without the abstraction
of blood, otherwise they must reject the whole treat-
ment of Peschier in inflammations of the chest, and
this they not only have not done, but have even made
fortunate curative efforts by this means.

But let us leave this polemical discussion and come
to facts.

InFrasyuatory Fever.—We often observe this
disease unaccompanied by any apparent local inflam-
matory affection. We find it oftener in children than
in adults; in the latter, however, there is an undis-
cernible inflammatory irritation in some of the
organs, while in the former there is connected with it
flying stitching pains, which, however, intermit. This
form of febrile disease usually appears suddenly,
without morbid premonitions, and then often becomes
permanent because other complaints are superadded.
The following symptoms are characteristic of this
form of fever: Constant bu I'Iling heat over the whole
body, with redness of skin; distension and redness of
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the face; eyes glistening and prominent; respiration
short and anxious; dry, red tongue, in rare cases it is
somewhat coated with mucus; great thirst, consti-
pation and even absence of dejections; inappetence;
hot, red urine, which is passed in small quantities;
sleeplessness, jactitation, restlessness, anxiety.—
Slight delirium is present only when there 1s inflam-
matory irritation of the cerebrum connected.

In children the disease succumbs almost magically
to a small dose of the highest dilution of aconile.
If this does not occur within four hours it is neces-
sary to repeat the dose.

Repeated experience has taught me that a drop of
the eighteenth dilution is more effectual in adults than
a small dose of the thirtieth. If this fever, namely
in children, is united with a constant, short, spasmodic
cough, it can seldom be allayed entirely by aconite,
but requires the administration of repeated doses of
ipecacuanha six, a dose every 2 or 3 hours.

Inflammatory fever may be also conjoined with
other discases. In this case the homaeopathic phy-
sician, by accurately individualising the case at the
sick-bed, can readily determine whether this affec-
tion requires the prior administration of a dose of
aconite, or whether the fever can be allayed by the
specific curative indicated by the ensemble of morbid
phenomena.

Next to inflammatory fever we have aconite as the
chief remedy against inflammations proper. lf the
inflammatory fever accompanying is of the charac-
ter described, there can be no question that a dose of



26 ACONITUM NAPELLUS.

aconite is required in order to lessen the febrile affec-
tion, by which also a simultaneous diminution of the
local affection is effected, even if aconite be not the
specific for the inflammation itself.

Although some criterion for the exhibition of aco-
nite in inflammations has been given by these specifi-
cations, I will nevertheless detail more specially those
inflammations in which it is almost specific, or which
at least without it cannot be readily allayed, they
are:—

Preurisv.—In this affection aconite is always in-
dicated if violent stitching pains in one or the other
sides of the chest appear on inspiring, with which,
owing to the obstructed inspiration, a discouraged,
anxious, fearful state is conjoined. We usually find
connected with it a short dry cough, which is excited
anew by every inspiration, and the sticking pain is
each time experienced more vividly, which the pa-
tient endeavours to relieve by counter pressure with
the hand on the affected spot. We here exhibit
aconite twenty-four, and when very violent repeat it
every 3or 4 hours.

PNEUMONIA. INFLAMMATION OF THE LUNGS.—
When the disease appears with great violence; if the
inflammation is preceded by severe chill and conjoined
with oppression and stitches in the chest; if the hot
stage succeeding this developes a plain picture of
synochal fever, (as given above,) with quick, full
pulse, which it is difficult to compress; if the patient
complains of an oppressive, compressing, dull, sticking
pain in the breast, which is increased on inspiration,
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and is united with anxious paroxysms; if the cough
is violent, short, dry, only occasionally some little
bloody, frothy expectoration; the face red, hot; the
eyes shining vividly; then aconite twenty-four is
again the chief remedy, which must be repeated as
mentioned under pleurisy.

Nervous INFLAMMATIONS OF THE LUNGS.—The
homeeopathic physician must accurately note all of
the morbid symptoms in order to make no mistake
in the selection of a curative. When the pulse is
still frequent, somewhat full; when there is dry heat
and still some pain in the breast on respiring, which
the patient plainly expresses by seizing the breast
with his hands, or by the facial expression, a dose of
aconite is always requisite in order to insure the
favourable eflects of the succeeding remedies; bryo-
nia, rhus, pulsat., arnica, conium, lycopod., &c.

Inrramaarion ofF THE LARYNX AnNpD BronNcmIa.
—Although inflammations of mucous membranes do
not .properly belong to the cycle of diseases which
are curable with aconite, still this disease forms an
exception to the rule. Aconite plays an important
part in these affections, and must at least at the com-
mencement be administered several times when the
symptoms are constituted as I shall mention imme-
diately, and often suffices to remove the whole dis-
ease, or in some cases at least to overcome the
greatest danger. In inflammation of the larynx
the patient complains of a fixedb urning pain in the
region of the larynx, which is much exacerbated by
touch, speaking, swallowing and coughing, whereby
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the voice is much altered, is usually fine or painfully
hoarse, suffocative symptoms very violent,and respira-
tion easier when the head is thrown backwards. A
similar, or at least an equally violent state we find in
the first stage of angina membranacea, in which case
aconite thirty is likewise indicated, which dose must
be repeated in 3 or 4 hours in laryngitis, but in
angina membranacea it must give way to a remedy
better adapted to the then stage of the disease. In-
flammation of the bronchia occurs in the same cate-
gory with laryngitis, or at least it cannot be rigidly
separated, and when they occur simultaneously there
is no change in the treatment. The former is like-
wise known by the name angina pectoris. It might
not be improper to speak of asthma thymicum or
spasmus glottidis. I nevertheless omit mention of it
here, as aconite is required but in the minimum of
cases, and only then when the inflammatory state
predominates in the premonitory stage. 'This asth-
matic affection when developed indicates besides,
hepar sulph., spongia, and fart. emet., arsenic, sam-
bucus, mercur., moschus and ammon. carb.*

We often find it in children uncomplicated, or in
connection with measles and hooping cough it often
appears suddenly, and again is preceded by catarrh.
Patient complains of a raw, burning sensation, dif-
fused over the whole breast with constriction and

* An interesting experience of the cure of asthma thy-
micum Koppii, with ammen. carb., has been made by Dr.G.
Lingen of this city.— Translator, '
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oppression, with which the respiration is hurried,
painful, and laboured, and constantly becomes more
anxious, and is united with suffocative paroxysms.
It is generally accompanied by an extremely violent
fever, precisely similar to that which indicates the
exhibition of aconite, and which at first led me to
the application of this remedy. I several times found
a similar state existing during the course of influenza,
and even the loose mucous cough which sometimes
accompanies this malady did not prevent me exhibit-
ing aconite. Hoarseness was never present, and
remissions of the complaint seldom occurred. 1
administered two or three globules of the twenty-
fourth dilution, but have also treated individual cases
where I was obliged to exhibit a whole drop of this
dilution, because no reaction of the organism follow-
ed the smaller dose. This disease—angina pectoris
—belongs to those which, under allopathic treatment,
very often terminates fatally; but treated homceo-
pathically, as above described, is always fortunately
overcome.

Carprris. Inrrammarion or e Hearr.—In
this affection aconite is indispensable—it is here like
blood-letting to the allopathist. In this inflamma-
tion it is not the pale altered countenance which is
more a reflection of the internal anxiety and inquie-
tude which determines the choice of the remedy,
which, guided by this alone, would not readily fall
upon aconife; but there are a number of other symp-
toms which cannot be so readily found in the symp-
tomatic category of any other remedy as in that of

3
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aconife. This inflammation may come on gradually
from repeated mental struggles, or suddenly, it 1s of
the same importance, provided some or many of the
symptoms to be mentioned are present: palpitation
of the heart, accompanied by the utmost inquietude
and anxiety, conjoined with an indescribable burning
pain in the cardiac region, frequent paroxysms of
syncope, and the utmost thoracic oppression: there
is often superadded to this agonizing jactitation, sud-
den weakness and prostration: respiration is hurried
and short, without being accompanied by painful
sensation in the breast, and becomes more laboured
and often sighing as the disease increases. The
irregularity of the pulse so often present is no con-
tra indication to the exhibition of aconite. Repeti-
tion, and frequent repetition of the remedy is here
imperative, and the highest dilution is best adapted.
The most proper method is to dissolve from two to
three globules in two or three ounces of water, of
which a teaspoonful is to be taken every quarter of
an hour, and as the disease abates, the intervals of
its exhibition must be prolonged. The symptoms
which remain after the vascular excitement has been
allayed, succumb to the remedies next adapted, nux
vom., bryonia, pulsatille. When there is an obtuse
painfulness of the whole chest, a kind of bruised-like
feeling, arnica is the proper curative.

~ Diapuracmrtis. INFLAMMATION oF THE Dis-
PHRAGM.—This disease is not of such rare ocecur-
rence as physicians generally suppose; it is usually,
however, considered identical with pleurisy: in small
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children we may with justice conclude on the pre-
sence of a partial inflammation of the diaphragm if
we perceive the respiration attended with groaning
and sighing, and anxious inquietude and jactitation,
accompanied with burning heat, and longing for
drink. If in adults, we find in addition to this, com-
plaints of a violent, constricting pain, transversely
through the chest, proceeding from the epigastric
region, violent fever, with small quick and hard
pulse, we can determine with tolerable certainty that
one or a few doses of aconite will afford relief, and
if not entirely allay the disease, at least leave it so
constituted, that the remedy adapted to the then state
of the disease, will have a more favourable effect
from this mode of treatment. Bryonia is often sub-
sequently indicated.

Ixreriris. INFLAMMATION OF THE INTESTINES.
—This disease can never be overcome without the
administration of aconite. I gave it when the fol-
lowing symptoms existed: a very acute, burning,
rending pain, mostly in the umbilical region, with
very great tension: heat, distension, and the utmost
sensibility of the whole abdomen to the slightest
touch—yes, even to the slightest covering: violent
synochal fever: the most obstinate constipation:
anxious inquietude, or often despairing anxiety, as if
in the death struggle: incessant thirst, which the
patient would like to quench, but which does not
occur in consequence of the great pains which super-
vene. Sleep is entirely absent, and this is rendered
still worse by the greater evening exacerbation,
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which usually continues until early in the morning.
If the application of globules, moistened with aconite,
does not produce relief, aconite eighteen or twenty-
four in a fluid state must be exhibited. A new dose
is required as soon as the improvement which has
began to take place retrogrades; that is, when the
pains begin again to be more acute.

Hepatitis. INrnamyarion or THE Liver.—l
will admit that another remedy might deserve pre-
ference to aconite in this affection, but this, how-
ever, is no cause why we should deny to it all sana-
tive power in this disease. I certainly know, for I
speak from my own experience, that aconite is a
remedy not to be disparaged in hepatitis—it is often
even an indispensable curative, particularly if the
patient complains of a burning stinging pain in the
hepatic region, below the false ribs, on the right
side, which renders respiration oppressed, and is
made worse by a short dry cough: the part affected
is tense, swollen, and feels hot, and is accompanied
by very violent synochal fever, with a somewhat
hard, full, accelerated pulse and dry heat.

Axcina rTonsitLAris. In this inflammatory af-
fection, occurring in very robust individuals with con-
siderable fever, but without suppurative symptoms,
where there is great dryness of the mouth internally,
aconite in frequently repeated doses always proves
beneficial: the inflammation is often allayed by this
remedy alone: in many cases, however, it leaves the
disease in such a state, that then a dose of mere.
solubilis suffices to completely remove it. I have
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to me that a remedy does not always prove specific
in one and the same forms of disease, for I have been
convinced by experience, a hundred times repeated,
of the instability of this assumption. This view is
entertained by several homceopathists besides myself,
and has at divers times been made public. Homceo-
pathy is a specific mode of cure, but only for each
individual case; and even in epidemics, when the
physician has found the specific, it will not answer
for every individual case during its continuance, be-
cause every change in the constitution of the atmos-
phere, (which is appreciated even by the healthy
organism,) effects a change in the morbid form pre-
vailing; we may learn from this why we do not finda
remedy indicated after the lapse of eight to fourteen
days in a disease which appears with apparently the
same symptoms, and are forced to select a different
one. When cholera prevails, almost every disease
partakes of the character of cholera, and still every
disease requires its particular curative. The cholera
itself, similar as one case appeared to the other,
was not treated with the same remedies in all cli-
mates, or even provinces, in which it appeared. An
epidemic hooping-cough, compared witha former one,
appears to be almost the same, and we would suppose,
from the great similarity between the symptoms of
hooping-cough and those of drosera rotundifolia, that
this latter must prove a specific in this disease, but
still it is not so. Allopathy has recognised sulphur
\as a specific for the itch, but still this does not hold
good generally, as every homaopath, in common with
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myself, will have experienced. Specifics which, un-
changed, and under all circumstances, remove the
same disease, we are yet in want of, and will be to
all eternity; for the human organism is a changeable
entity, and as long as it exists as a living thing, inno
age or time, or under any circumstances, is it the
same—it is always different. Why, then, should it
astonish us, that aconite, which is known as a speci-
fic in some exanthematous affections, should not be so
in all cases.

Aconite proves specific in scarlet rash (scharlach
friesel) according to the statement of Hahnemann,
and the numerous observations of the other homceopa-
thic physicians confirm this claim. But still, aconite
is not to be given in this exanthematous disease as
such; but here, as in all other diseases, the symp-
toms must justify its application. It is undoubtedly
applicable if a number of the following symptoms
exist: violent excitement of the vascular system,
which is vividly manifest in the whole head, by the
redness of the face, distension and pulsation of the
vessels of the head, eyes injected and shining, and
even slight delirium; violent stinging, burning over
the whole body, with general redness and great desire
for internal and external coolness, the utmost excita-
bility, inquietude and anxiety; pulse quick, full and
hard, frequent evacuation of urine in small quantities
and of a high colour. This orgasmus sanguinis, this
congestion of blood to the head, usually the precursor
of a dangerous inflammation of the brain, the stagna-
tion of blood in other organs, for instance, the lungs,
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in the pharynx, &e., which very quickly terminate in
inflammation of these parts, and all the other pheno-
mena mentioned, which go hand in hand with the
developement of an epidemic scarlet rash, or at least
announce the irruption of the eruption, cannot be re-
lieved by any remedy sooner than by aconite, which
at the same time prevents a termination in a danger-
ous disease, and insures a mild course of the succeed-
ing stages of the scarlet rash.

We but seldom accomplish our object in this dis-
ease with a single dose of this remedy—several doses
are usually required, the repetition of which depends
upon the greater or less violence of the morbid symp-
toms, and it must be repeated more frequently the
more acute and rapid the progress of the disease;
and 1t 1s possible that it may require repetition every
two or three hours, while in other cases, where the
disease appears less dangerous, a new dose is not
required for from six to eight hours. In patients of
strong constitution, I have used the eighteenth or
twenty-fourth dilution; in young and sensitive in-
dividuals the thirtieth. I would here direct atten-
tion to the sterling treatise of Dr. Trinks in Hart-
laubs und Trinks Annalen IV. B. §. 1.

[ dare not omit mentioning that aconite has proved
beneficial as a prophylactic in epidemic scarlet rash;
but still this is not a confirmed eflect, and it can be
attested only by future true observations, whether
something settled upon this point can be confirmed.
With the view to its prophylactic effect,I have ad-

4
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the ears, heaviness, inertia and coldness of the limbs;
the face is tumefied, appears of a violet colour, and
the pulse is full and slow. I do not detail more
minutely the symptoms of apoplexia sanguinea, as I
take it for granted, that the readers of these essays
are sufficiently conversant with them; I will, how-
ever, remark, that both for the symptoms speci-
fied, and those of confirmed apoplexy, aconite in the
highest dilution proves very serviceable, and at first,
must be repeated at short intervals.

In hzmorrhagia pulmonum, (bleeding from the
lungs,) I have very often experienced the rapid
curative powers of aconite, and, I do not proceed too
far, when I place it at the head of the category of
the remedies recommended in this disease. Aconite
does much in those congestions which precede this
heemorrhage, by which the latter is frequently pre-
vented, which of course, in such cases, I could only
know certainly where they were usually succeeded
by pulmonary hemorrhage.

Aconite may with certainty be recommended in
this form of h@morrhage, when it is produced by
slight hawking, accompanied by that anxious ebulli-
tion which precedes it, with sensation of fulness,
burning, palpitation of the heart, anxiety and inquie-
tude; the latter particularly becoming insupportable
on lying down. A weak, thread-like, and scarcely
perceptible pulse and pale face, expressive of anxiety,
are inseparable concomitants: the blood appears at
intervals, and is often expectorated in large quanti-
ties. The reader of course understands, without






48 ACONITUM NAPELLUS.

affecting the superior maxillary bone, the articula-
tion of the jaw, and the cheeks. —

In acute diseases, where all remedies which seem
to be indicated are ineflectual, or affect too power-
fully without improvement. aconite often removes
very quickly this hyper-excitation of the nervous
system; by this treatment the remedies which are
then indicated act more favourably. When sudden
debility and prostration supervenes in diseases, so
that the patient is scarcely able to walk a few
steps, [ have likewise always applied this remedy
with effect.

In apathic mania, aconite deserves attention among
the remedies indicated, and is yet more worthy of
note if we observe this affection in an individual of a
sanguine, lymphatic temperament, and perceive that
it arises from a direct effect upon the cerebrum, ex-
citing its sensibility. I have had occasion to treat
two cases of this nature in childbed, the patient vividly
imagining that she would not survive her confine-
ment, and that she was yet in the first stage of preg-
nancy, and had been dragged into child-bed; which,
when the irritability and sensibility is most aggravat-
ed, produces that dangerous state which is recog-
nised by violent fever, with deep redness of the
cheeks and delirtum, conjoined with almost complete
suppression of the lochial discharge. During the
day the patient was more quiet, reserved, apathic,
not answering any questions, or looking fixedly at the
inquirer, and then breaking out into laughing or cry-
ing, without partaking of food or drink, with dry lips,
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times gave aconite with good effect; when the pains
were very violent I let the patient merely smell it.

Concussive, noclurnal spasmodic cough, (in great
smokers,) kept up by a tickling sensation in the
larynx, in individuals who otherwise did not complain
much of cough, but always had a lively, ruddy com-
plexion, I have frequently allayed by a single globule
of aconite.

I have given a patient afflicted with asthma humi.
dum, which was made known by shortness of breath,
and was much increased by speaking, motion, &ec.,
and scarce permitted any other than a sitting posture,
aconite -% six doses, one every three hours. In this
case there were febrile phenomena of very obscure
character, the pulse was but slightly excited or accele-
rated, there was sleeplessness, languor, the urine
dark, and depositing a reddish sediment, increased
thirst. Without farther indications I gave this reme-
dy in order to afford a wider sphere of action for the
succeeding remedies, which had hitherto been fruit-
lessly employed according to similarity of symptoms;
by this treatmeant not merely the collateral symp-
toms, but the asthma itself, was so much improved,
that but few remedies were required in order to pro-
duce complete restoration, and among them stannum
in particular proved eflicient.

I must not omit that aconite has been, and still is,
administered in doses frequently repeated in infer-
mitlent fever, on the principle that every particular
intermittent attack should be considered as' a syno-

cha. In particular cases it has succeeded, in others
this method was entirely fruitless.
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temperament, I am unable to state with certainty,
but believe, from numerous observations, that I am
right in concluding that it best answers in the san-
guine choleric, for it is adapted to external irrita-
bility, irascibility, &e.

Among the antidotes in addition to camphor and
rhus toxicodendron, mentioned by Hahnemann, cha-
momilla, aconitum, nux and ignatia are to be noted.

Thus much in general. The special consideration
of this remedy will show in what particular morbid
states it clearly developes its curative powers, which
accurate observations and experience ab uso in mor-
bis has taught us. I follow here the same course
which governed me in treating of aconite, and will
likewise, with this remedy, commence with the
febrile affections, in which it has proved beneficial.

InFLammaTory rEVERs. They differ essentially
from those in which aconite is indicated; the internal
heat is more developed than the external, and the
patients complain much of violent thirst for cold
liquids; conjoined, there is frequent alternations of
chill and heat, or both exist simultaneously; the
latter internally, the former perceptible externally.
An inflammatory fever, in which bryonia is indicated,
never appears isolated, it always affects another sys-
tem, either the productive, the reproductive, or the
sensitive sympathises: the phenomena at the begin-
ning of the fever are versatile, seldom constant: the
developement of heat, and the full bounding pulse, 1s
so vehement, that it leads the physician to believe
aconite indicated, which also produces an apparent
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alleviation of the affection. If all the symptoms
which appear in these febrile affections, are accurate-
ly noticed, namely, the outward pressing cephalalgia
in the forehead and temples, which is relieved by
counter-pressure with the hands—the peculiar ex-
cited disposition of the patient, the forcible violence
in speaking and acting, the physician would not
readily waver between aconite and bryonia, in refer-
ence to which remedy was best indicated.

But still this is one of those errors inseparable
from humanity, and from which the physician is not
exempt. Who then would reproach him if he exhi-
bited aconite where bryonia was indicated, which
might indeed afford relief but is unable to prevent a
relapse? New and violent exacerbation must natu-
rally ensue, as the remedy given can afford palliative
aid only. Reciprocal tolerance among medical bre-
thren is a sterling virtue which should be carefully
cultivated by every physician, but it nevertheless is
of rare occurrence. On this account many young
physicians, particularly incipient homceopathists,
would condemn the practitioner who had committed
the error above mentioned. For myself I would not,
as it was, after many years experience, and the com-
mission of many similar blunders, that I was first led
to the distinguishing phenomena; which, however,
cannot be learned by any statement, but by personal
observation at the sick-bed.

I dare not, however, omit mentioning that the
recurrence of this mistake favours the termination
of this inflammatory in a
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Ne:.rvﬂua Jever, which character, however, it may
assume from the first. I will here give, more in de-
tail, the particular nervous state in which bryonia is
indicated. Its chief curative effects are manifested
in that variety generally known as Febris nervosa
versalilis, or better Febris nervosa cum erithismo,
the symptoms always denote a congestion to the
brain, a state of excitement which, on the slightest
occasioning cause, may terminate in inflammation of
the organ of sensibility. The flightiness and deli-
rium of the patient are vivid, but change rapidly; the
objects which are taken cognizance of, do not long
remain the same; the patient cries out or starts vio-
lently while in gentle slumber, and he then complains
that something entirely unimportant prevents his
sleeping, or has interrupted him, when just fallen
asleep.

The congestions which exist are characterized
by beating, darting, rending, sticking, dissevering
pains, with heat in the head, the increasing violence
of which is often sufficient to excite the delirium
before mentioned. Heat of face is but seldom absent,
although the turgescence, so characteristic of bella-
donna, does not exist, the great thirst which is con-
joined is not united with universal heat and dryness
of mouth, against which belladonna can almost always
be applied with benefit, if no contra-indicatory ce-
phalic symptoms predominate, but it is conjoined with
alternate rigours and chills, producing shivering of
the whole body. It is well to note the gastric com-
plications with nervous fever to which bryonia is

5%
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adapted, and which I shall immediately subject to
close consideration, from whence the reader may
direct himself to the application of this curative in
gastric-nervous fever. 1 mustnot omit thatin these
fevers, [ have seldom employed any dilution but the
eighteenth, and have subsequently repeated the dose
when symptoms indicatory of its application re-
mained.

Gastric and gastric bilious fever.—If bryonia 1s
the proper remedy, some of the following phenomena
must present themselves to the notice of the physi-
cian. Before treating more specially, I will premise
that chilliness and eoldness of the whole body, con-
joined with inordinate irritability, are characteristic
symptoms in this state for the exhibition of bryonia.
Besides this, foul, coated tongue, bitter taste in the
mouth, nausea, retching without emesis, water flow-
ing out of the mouth, inappetence, after every inges-
tion of food or drink great desire to vomit, which
even terminates in absolute vomiting of food and
afterwards of bile, succeeded by unquenchable thirst.
After taking food, in addition to qualmishness, the
patient complains of insupportable oppressive sensa-
tion of fulness in the epigastric and hepatic regions,
with which there becomes united a troublesome,
pressing head-ache, which increases the inquietude
and anxiety of the patient. The face is unusually
red and hot, but the patient complains of chilliness,
and the pulse is full and accelerated; constipation, or
at least difficult evacuation of stool, is a constant symp-
tom. It is but seldom that overloading the stomach
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hour, sinks into a state of syncope. The patient
moreover, frequently vomited greenish-yellow bilious
matter, mixed with mucus, which always occurred
together with the pain after eating a mouth full or
two, and after which she complained of unquenchable
thirst. Her alvine dejections were tolerably regular:
the pulse was small and contracted, but not too quick.
The longer the pain continued, the more her skin
assumed a jaundiced hue; and the more rapidly this
latter symptom occurred, the sooner could the com-
plete disappearance of pain be prognosticated. The
appearance of jaundice, which I saw three times
during these attacks, rendered the presence of gall
stones not improbable. The disease recurred in
spring and autumn. The effects of remedies ad-
ministered, in consequence of the violence of the
disease, were but transient: the proper curative had,
therefore, to be repeated at short intervals. The
first time that I was called to this patient, I believed
I could relieve her by waiting for the effects of the
remedies, and by changing them; but by this method
I consumed fourteen days before a complete cure.
The second time I applied large doses, but still the
disease did not succumb until the eleventh day. The
third time I removed it in seven days; at this time
longer intervals of rest were obtained; and although
the pains were still very violent, they were much
milder than during the preceding attacks. The
chief remedy, while the gastralgia existed, was
ipecacuanha II every half hour: during the remis-
sion I sometimes gave nux, sometimes china, and












64 BRYONIA ALBA.

discovering the remedy adapted. I will not repeat
here the gastric state as it should be found when

united with intermittent fever, in order that bryonia
may be the required curative: the reader will find
it accurately mentioned a few pages before, and these
symptoms when complicated with another disease,
are not constituted differently from those there de.
seribed. This is likewise the case with the rheu-
matic complaints which will be discussed below.
The type of the fever, whether it be of the quotidian,
tertian, or quartan, does not exclusively render
bryonia adapted: when the symptoms correspond, it
is adapted to any of the types. The stage in which
the fever is ushered in, is characteristic for bryonia:
it 1s usually preceded for some hours by a confused,
vertiginous obstupefaction of the head, which is suc-
ceeded by a pressing headache, the exacerbation of
which is conjoined with rigors, gaping, stretching of
the limbs, which increases until actual chill sets in;
with this the internal heat is manifested, as the
patient, even during the cold stage, complains of
thirst, which gradually increases as the hot stage is
developing, so that it can scarcely be quenched; and
is followed by retching and vomiting, from over filling
the stomach with water: as this antiperistaltic mo-
tion continues, bilious matter is evacuated, which,
by its irritating action in the region of the larynx,
excites spasmodic cough, which constantly keeps up
the retching, collateral remedies in these cases are
ipecacuanha, cina, pulsatilla, drosera, veratrum—all
in repeated doses before a new attack of fever.
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the extremities. Gastric complaints are frequently
concomitants of this variety of inflammatory afiection
of the chest, which are manifested by a dirty coated
tongue, bitter taste, qualmishness after every inges-
tion of food, vomiturition, sometimes even mixed with
blood, which likewise very much aggravates the
sticking pains in the chest: confusion in the head,
with sticking, pressing pains in it, constipation, &c.

PxeEuMoNIA oR PLEURISY, WITH GASTRIC SYMP-
toms. The accompanying fever is usually from the
first conjoined with intercurrent rigors, and but sel-
dom begins with a violent chill; on the other hand,
the heat of the head is particularly developed, with
vehement thirst: the pulse is somewhat full and hard;
the face reddened, turgid: urine of a dark red colour.
When the heat in the head increases, there arises
not only cephalalgia, but an obstupefaction of the ce-
rebrum and its nerves, from which results a constant
inclination to sleep, with vivid mental wandering: the
latter appears immediately after closing the eyes,
(nervous inflammation of the breast.)

We next have Diaruraemrris. INFLAMMATION
oF THE Draruraei, which is of frequent occurrence,
and plays an important part in diseases of children.
This disease is very often relieved by bryonia alone.
Characteristic symptoms are: cramp-like pain in the
epigastrium, with a sensation of constriction, or dis-
tension in that part: with this the patient experiences
a sense of anxious inquietude which obliges him to
change his position frequently, by which the pain is
only rendered worse, as the organ affected sympa-
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fixed and unsteady look, the roaring and rushing
noise before the ears, great restlessness and constant
jactitation in bed, light sleep, frequently disturbed by
mental wandering and delirium, violent congestion of
blood upwards, quick, hard, tense pulse and hurried
respiration.”

According to Z'rinks, one or two doses removes
this state. The symptoms here specified would un-
‘doubtedly demand the application of belladonna, if the
thoracic affection which prevails did not decide more
for bryonia: belladonna will nevertheless always
deserve attention, and ranks with bryonia in cases of
this nature. Bryonia, according to Trinks, also
proves beneficial when an extremely harassing
urging to urinate, appears in the course of the dis-
ease. Among the sequel® of the exanthemata speci-
fied, I will notice the chronic thoracic and ophthalmic
affections already mentioned, but particularly the
dropsical state after the eruption of scarlatina, in
conjunction with a very troublesome and even painful
straining, without much secretion of urine, and like-
wise a harassing pressure in the rectum, with con-
stipation and sleeplessness. Bryonia eighteen or
thirty likewise deserves attention in those frequent
glandular tumefactions and indurations after cuta-
neous eruptions, namely, in the neck and abdomen,
which always appear with more or less inflammation,
and are therefore never unaccompanied by febrile
phenomena. We thus often find furuncles as re-
mains of such exanthematous affections which fre-
quently drag out a long existence, and after one 1S
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Allopathy considers this curative more adapted to
inflammations of the asthenic than those of the sthe-
nic form. The numerous observations of allopathic
practitioners give us a good hint, founded upon ex-
perience, in those cases where mercury is indicated:
the decision that it is better adapted to asthenic than
sthenic inflammation seems to confirm that character-
istic symptom, sudden sinking of strength, and thus
unwittingly applies it on homceopathic principles. She
would, likewise, find it beneficial in sthenic inflamma-
tions if she could only in a measure depart from the
large doses, even if she did not diminish them to the
homceopathic sense. Let us leave the old discussion
until the partisans of allopathic medicine learn that
the principle similia similibus, is found in nature,
and is not a mere chimera. That the conjecture
that mercury is not so well adapted to sthenic forms
of disease is incorrect, we prove to them by recom-
mending this remedy as the first specific in

Grossrris.  Inflammation of the tongue, with syno-
chal fever which may always be cured by it when it
presents the following symptoms. At first the pa-
tient complains merely of a sensation of paralysis of
the tongue, which is more manifested by the unwieldi-
ness of the tongue in articulating than as pain, and
the patient refers it to unimportant causes, on which
account in this stage of the disease he does not con-
sider it necessary to seek medicalaid. In the mean
time, the disease becomes aggravated, in a few hours,
the tongue occupies the whole cavity of the mouth, its
motion is attended with extreme pain, the swelling
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no remedy is better adapted to resolve the indura-
tions quickly, than mercury twelve, which should be
repeated in a smaller dose when the disease exacer-
bates.

A remark which I could not slip in at any more
suitable place than this is—that mercury and cina
possess the power of so acting on the organism of the
mother, that the child which at first took the breast,
refuses it without any apparent cause; after giving the
mother a dose of one of these remedies, it again desires
to take the breast.* There is not any thing to be
discovered, either on the breast or nipples, which
could mislead the child, or no obstruction in the
mouth of, or about, the child.

HerarriTis. INFLAMMATION OF THE LIVER IS a
disease which often requires this curative, particu-
larly when the violence of the fever has been assuag-
ed by other remedies, for a highly inflammatory case
is not adapted to mercury, which is more indicated
in cases where there exists intercurrent rigours and
proneness to perspiration, which must be the case, if
we would exhibit this remedy in this affection.

The symptoms of the topical affection are: press-
ing, stinging pains in the liver, which impede respi-
ration from their periodical violence, and produce

+ T opine that this undoubtedly arises from an internal
morbific change on the part of the mother, affecting the secre-
tion of milk, which might probably be elicited by accurate
observation; the exhibition of one of the above curatives
overcomes (dynamically) the change, and a healthy lacteal
secretion results,— Translator.
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INFLAMMATION OF THE MEIBOMEAN GLANDS. BLE-
PHAROPTHALMITIS. BLEPHAROBLENNORRHEA. This
appears most frequently in scrofulous subjects and
in individuals labouring under dyscrasies generally,
and is a disease which tests the patience of the
homeeopathic physician as well as that of his patient,
as he but very seldom undertakes the treatment at the
commencement, but usually after it has been sub-
jected to allopathic treatment for a long time. The
inflammation is mostly confined to the margins of
the lids, which are red, hard and intumescent, ac-
companied by a stinging, burning pain, and are very
sensitive to touch; acrid tears are secreted, which
make the cheeks red, and produce an agglutination
of the cilia, which is rendered worse by the secre-
tion of mucus, which is also followed by ulceration of
the eyelids.

I have in a few cases observed this morbid state,
conjoined with ec{ropium, and my therapeutic method
was the following, after having waited a long time
in vain, for the period of duration of effects of my
curatives.

At the commencement of the inflammatory affec-
tions of the glands, I gave five or six doses of
digitalis fifteen, a dose daily: I waited quietly for
several days, and then interposed a dose of mercury
in the third trituration, after which hepar sulph. was
given in eight-and-forty hours, the repetition of which
is indispensable. A dose of euphrasia, pulsatilla, or
another remedy, is sometimes required subsequently.

INc1pIENT AMavUROsis. There is no place where I
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can better make mention of this affection than here,
while speaking of ophthalmia, to which mercury
1s adapted. This is an affection of the eye, in
which specifics are often wanting, and even those
seemingly adapted, disappoint: in order to enlarge
this class of remedies, mercurius solubilis from the
first to the twelfth trituration must not be forgotten.
The signs of approaching amaurosis are well known.
It is, however, characteristic for mercury when per-
ceptible diminution of vision creeps in gradually, and
sensitive, pressing pain is experienced on exerting the
visual power inordinately: a mist gradually comes
before the sight, the patient momentarily sees nothing:
black points, like insects, appear before the affected
eye, which interfere very much with vision, although
the eye is very sensitive to light; still the pupil is not
so, the contractility of which undergoes but little
change. I have still to remark that in two cases
which I treated, the subjects having laboured under
syphilis, which had been maltreated allopathically,
gave me a good hint for the selection of this curative,
and I was the more willing to have recourse to the
Hahnemannian preparation, which I here used in the
third trituration, as I believed it would act as an
antidote to the calomel and corrosive sublimate which -
had been previously used.

In gouty and rheumatic pains with fever, it is par-
ticularly indicated, when the patient experiences no
relief, when the skin is moist, or even profuse perspi-
ration present, which I have likewise had occasion to
observe in a case of ischias nervosa antica.

10%
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. Coxareia. Some varieties of these affections, as
they often appear in children without any other cause
apparently than cold, are closely allied in character
to these pains, and always appear with violent stick-
ing pains in the hip joint of the side affected, which
not only prevent every motion, but are rendered
more acute by it. Bryonia is but seldom indicated,
for the fever is either of a synochal character,
and then aconite is indispensable, or it is less acute,
and denotes more an affection of the lymphatic system
and the glands, and then mercur. six or twelve, ac-
cording to the individuality of the case, is entirely in
place, and a few doses often cure the morbid state.
It is likewise applicable where, on account of the
violent fever, aconite must precede it; but still bella-
donna sometimes contends for, and deserves prefer-
ence to it, if a striking over excitement of the nerves,
an inability to support the pain, predominates.

CravpicaTio spoNTANEA. In this disease mercury
should always be considered. It depends on a
greater or less degree of inflammation of the capsular
ligament of the hip joint and of the neighbouring
glands. This voluntary limping is a disease peculiar
to childhood, and appears particularly during the
years of developement, and usually only in scrofulous
individuals. Mercury is here an invaluable curative,
and in many cases a proper adjuvant after the pre-
vious exhibition of belladonna. Of many cases, I
have yet a vivid recollection of one, that of my own
child, which was cured by mercurius solub. alone.
My boy was at that time four years of age, and had
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withstood several successive diseases, as measles,
inflammation of the brain, and finally an attack like
jaundice, of which he was pretty well recovered, and
had commenced his usual sports. There was still a
yellowish hue perceptible on his face and the hairy
scalp. One morning, on stepping, he tripped, after
awhile, however, he commenced walking again, and
then seating himself gave up play. Subsequently,
when he again attempted to walk, his limping was

apparent, and was so much aggravated in the course
~of a few days, that he could not stand on his left leg
forward, without bending his whole body over to that
side, and he touched the ground with his toes only.
There was no pain present, and strong pressure on
the hip joint only produced a slight twitching of the
leg. One dose of mercurius solubilis, third tritu-
ration, administered about eleven o’clock in the morn-
ing, produced such rapid improvement that in the
afternoon at three o’clock there was no vestige of
the disease remaining, and a relapse did not subse-
quently occur.

In subsequent cases which I have been called on
to treat, I always considered the absence of pain, or
at least trivial pain, as an indication for mercury,
and have but seldom been deceived: where there is
acute pain, I have always preferred belladonna.

Lumear asscess likewise belongs here, as preced-
ing inflammation produces it. It is well known that
the painful sensations alone, do not decide as to the
choice of our curative. The diagnosis of the disease
does not properly belong here, but merely the crite-
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rion for the exhibition of mercury. The pain in the
lumbar region is an obtuse sticking, which at first
merely prevents decided flexion of the thigh, gradu-
ally, however, it produces an unsteady gait, with the
sensation as if the whole leg was palsied and trem.
bled, which is likewise perceptible even when lying
down. The muscles on the side affected gradually
become pale and flaccid, and even the whole body
sympathises. Febrile symptoms are noticed for a
long time; they become more apparent daily, and
finally develope a regular febris suppuratoria, which
1s more of a continua than remittens. Itischaracter-
istic, that on coughing, sneezing, blowing the nose or
talking loud, or in general in every concussion of the
abdominal organs, an acutely painful sensation is ex-
perienced in the part morbidly affected. The appe-
tite diminishes, the thirst on the other hand increases;
alvine dejections are stopped, and if they occur with-
out injections, it is with extreme pain. The patient
feels worse at night; the fever, thirst, and pains are
far more acute, and conjoined with very great in-
quictude and anxiety. If this remedy alone is not
able to effect a cure in these cases, it is nevertheless
very salutary where suppuration has commenced,
and promotes this process as well as relieves the
pain: silicea is the only remedy which ranks with
it. Its curative powers are in such cases manifested
only when given in the lowest potences, as the first,
second, or third trituration: the repetition with every
exacerbation of pain is indispensable.

Panarrria.  Warrnow. In this affection I have
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often applied mercury with the most brilliant suc-
cess, but have never seen decided benefit from its
use as long as the inflammatory state predominated,
but when inclination to suppuration appeared, or when
it had already occurred. Remission of the pains
occurred soon after its application in the third tritu-
ration, the renewal of them requires a second dose.
When suppuration is already far advanced, an artifi-
cial opening affords great relief to the patient.
INFLAMMATION OF THE EXTERNAL LABIA in fe-
males, is a disease which is not of such rare occur-
rence; if it arises from transitory causes, but one of
these organs is usually affected. In very nrany cases,
delicacy prevents medical aid beging sought. The
disease commences with tumefaction, redness, and
sensitive, stinging pains, which are much aggravated
by walking, and continues to grow worse with in-
creasing hardness of the morbid part, like a large
furuncle. At this period, the physician has but little
to do, as the patient believes she can trust nature
with her disease. The burning, pulsating pains are,
however, so violent, with the shining redness of the
part, that the patient experiences relief only when
lying down with the thighs abducted. The termina-
tion in suppuration, is in such cases beyond question,
and I have often seen the external application of
empirical salves prolong inordinately the suppurative
period, while a grain of the third or fourth tritura-
tion of mercury promotes it, and hastens the sponta-
neous rupture which should be left to nature, as we
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can dispense with surgical aid. With the rupture
the pains vanish, and cure soon follows.

ProrLapsus vacIina is another disease of the female
sexual organs. This, however, is internal. It is fre-
quently preceded by burning pains internally in the
vagina, with burning sensations during micturition,
which, with the fluor albus benignus, demonstrate the
inflammatory state, of which the patient is ignorant
until a remission of these symptoms occurs, and the
disease shows itself, producing a harassing, urging
sensation at the mouth of the vagina, and when the
anterior wall is prolapsed, a disagreeable flow of
urine, which gives origin to excoriations. Mercury
six and twelve in_repeated doses is often the best
curative in these cases, with which, when circum-
stances require it, belladonna and stepia may be in-
terposed.

Steriurry will eertainly be relieved by mercury
six, when syphilis, or still more general lues has
previously existed. We can also administer repeat-
ed doses of mercury to prostitutes who have married,
m order to produce a greater‘liability to conception.

ACUTE cUTANEOUS ERUPTIONS. In these affections
mercurius solub. is a remedy which should not be
disregarded, but it is less adapted to the eruptions
than to the other concomitant svmptoms. The dis-
ease in which mercury does the most, is varicella,
and I have not yet met with any other remedy which
benefits more than this in the stadium repletionis et
maturationis. It proves beneficial in particular when
the pocks are much diffused, when the whole cavity
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however, acts mere favourably if it be preceded by
belladonna, which moreover is always first indicated
by the general morbid state.

GLANDULAR AFFECTIONS, which appear during
scarlet fever as mentioned above, (see Angina,) often
find a curative in mercury.

The dropsical accumulations after scarlatina in
many cases, require the application of mercury,
which likewise proves beneficial in dropsies depen.
dent on hepatic affections, which is confirmed by Dr.
Knorr, of Pernau.*  As the age of childhood is often
subjected to diseases of the lymphatic vessels, the
formation of a leucophlegmatic state after scarlatina,
i1s not of such rare occurrence, and this i1s a disease
to which mercury is particularly adapted, less, how-
ever, in those cases where collections of serous fluid
occur. We can suppose with some probability that
the swellings depend upon an exudation of lymph, if
they are hard, immovable, and the skin insensible
and cold.

Hydrocele, which sometimes supervenes as a
sequela, belongs here, in which, as a primary medi-
cine, mercury might not improperly be applied.

PURULENT OTORRHEA succeeding acute cutaneous
affections, is often curable with this remedy.

We come now to a disease in which mercury is
specific, which is indeed peculiar in its character,
but still it can be best introduced with eruptive dis-
eases. Otherwise I lay but little stress, whether it

* Vide Allgem. homeeop. Zeitung, Band V. Nr. 15, § 232.
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arisenduring the treatment of the primary affection, or
even afterwards, which at first appeared as if I had
produced them by too large doses of mercury, which
I was the more inclined to believe, the greater the re-
semblance was to the syphilitic ulcers existing on the
genitals. I therefore administered an apparently
proper antidote, but effected no cure. Having re-
peatedly made this observation, conjoined with the
fact of the same having occurred to many other
homceopathic practitioners, induced me to conjecture
it might be merely a translocation, which is not of
such unfrequent occurrence in nature, and has pro-
bably been noticed by most physicians who have
observed the translation of a disease from one organ
to another by metastasis, &c. Small and repeated
doses of soluble mercury produced no change in the
disease, it often extended and appeared as if it would
prove very destructive. In order to prevent this I
had recourse to large doses; I gave the one-sixteenth,
one-eighth and quarter of a grain, and repeated it
several times through the day. By such means a
cure sometimes slowly occurred; I was frequently,
however, obliged to learn that my patients had
secretly left me, and had applied to allopathic physi-
cians for advice, who then did not speak in friendly
terms of homaeopathy.

This experience, unfavourable for myself, but par-
ticularly so for homeeopathy, spurred me on to reflect
more fully on the subject; from this time I mistrusted
the general firm belief of most homceopathists that
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fright, although again regular, but still always before,
and after the periods, a congestive state is ushered
in, to which particularly, thotacic spasms, asthma,
ebullitions in the epigastric region, palpitation of the
heart, &c. belong. Several doses of aconite are
always proper in such cases; they, however, do not
prevent a recurrence of these distressing symptoms,
which is, however, accomplished by several doses of
mercury, administered after the catamenial period;
experience has taught me this practical hint.

I will not aver that mercury is an indispensable
remedy in apoplexia sanguinea, but that it is fre.
quently of great benefit in the sequel@ of that affec-
tion.

How often do we observe paralysis of the tongue
after this disease, which is manifest by the stutfering,
stammering articulation, a kind of muttering, which
usually succumbs to the application of merec. three,
which is likewise efficacious in curing this vicious
articulation if not too chronic, when unpreceded by
apoplexy.

HzmorruaGEs. One of the primary effects of
mercury is to excite hamorrhage, and therefore in
the first or second trituration it proves beneficial in
bleeding of the gums, where the blood is discharged
from the swollen red gums in which the teeth are
loose and the gums have fallen away from them, and
is united with an offensive fetor from the mouth.

Smarting and itching in the anus and genitals.
When h@morhoidal tumours exist, as well as fre-
quent passage of blood from the anus, which weakens
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the patient very much, they often disappear after a
single dose of mercury three, which should be repeat-
ed when the disease recurs.

The discharge of gravel, the passage of which
through the urethra excites so much pain, which is
known from the sensation in the loins as if something
heavy was being dragged towards the genitals, is
often much relieved by giving this remedy; the pains
in some instances suddenly disappear after it. 1
have made this observation in two instances.

ASTHMATIC PAROXYSMS AND THORACIC SPASMS,
originating from the inhalation of the vapours of
arsenic, are removed by no remedy with more cer-
tainty than by mercury three, in repeated doses.

Cuorea str.viti. The dance of St.Vitus,although
a rare disease,® has nevertheless been successfully
treated by mercury twelve in the case of a young
girl aged ten years, who had likewise suffered from
serofula since her earliest childhood, and who inhe-
rited a syphilitic taint from the parents. She was
much debilitated, her muscles hung flaccid and wasted
on her bones, which were softened and crooked, the
child’s face was emaciated and her countenance
stupid. The hopping and dancing motions appeared to
arise more from the prevailing restlessness which did
not permit her to remain in one place for any length
of time, and ended with twitchings of the limbs if she
strove to remain in a state of quiescence. This

+ [t cannot be said to be rare in this country. I have now
two cases of it under treatment.— T'ranslalor.
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this forms a scab, under which the ulceration pro-
gresses, with the farther extension of the inflamma-
tion; finally, the nasal bones become affected, and
the pus which is discharged diffuses an offensive
odour. The external scab still continues to increase
in size, and when removed presents either a foul ulcer
of livid hue, or with jagged edges, with a deep red
blush surrounding it; the periphery of which is a small
but shining red stripe, which gradually becomes lost
in the natural colour of the integuments.

3. IN LYMPHATIC SWELLINGS, PARTICULARLY ON AND
AROUND THE GENITALS. I have repeatedly observed
this peculiar morbid form, never, however, except
when preceded frequently for many years by primary
syphilis, usually after chancres; but still in one
case I was so undecided, whether gonorrhea had not
been united, that I at least assume, that the latter
may likewise be an exciting cause, and give origin to
this disease. I have seen it appear under two forms:

a. Several weeks after the healing of chancre
there appears on the corona glandis, the seat of the
sore, a bluish induration of the size of a pea, which
extended almost to the freenum, but was always con-
fined to the corona of the glans, and never exceed-
ed a straw in breadth.

b. A long time after the cure of syphilis, a spotted
appearance of the glans, resembling herpes; several
places appear as if the delicate membrane had been
denuded, and discharge as in balano-blenorrhcea;
a similar state was visible on the tongue. Soon after,
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after their disappearance from the exhibition of
homceopathic remedies, namely, ipecac. and ignatia;
small flat ulcers, resembling chancres, showed them-
selves on the soft palate, with dirty, lardaceous base,
with flat but inflamed and irregular edges, which
were accompanied by a discharge of very feetid saliva,
with a general unpleasant odour diffused about the
patient. Deglutition was very painful and difficult,
always attended with violent stitches extending to the
ears, appetite completely null, short, dry cough.
The strength constantly declined, the face collapsed,
the lips were quite white, the speech stammering,
stuttering; answers to questions completely perverted:
mania supervened; audition was very obtuse, almost
deaf; peculiar twitching and tremor of the hands, she
could never hold them still; pulse small, accelerated;
urine resembling light coloured beer, depositing a
reddish sediment; alvine evacuations suppressed.

I found this state of things existing, which was
rendered still more distressing from the rapid loss of
strength, from an affection apparently local.

Sublimate fifteen, in a dose of three or four globules,
removed the disease within ten days, except a slight
debility, which soon disappeared after a dose of
acidum phosphoricum nine.

2. In hectic states in scrofulous individuals, which
commence with simple catarrh, slight coryza, hoarse-
ness, headache, cough, and gradually draw the
glands and lymphatics already affected, within the
compass of the disease; they become inflamed, and
occasionally in the neck terminate in suppuration; the





















154 CHAMOMILLA.

system, and it there excites various disturbances of
the abdominal organs, not merely during childhood,
but also in more advanced life. On this account I
do not intend to confine myself in this treatise to the
therapeutical application of chamomilla in diseases of
children, but as it is one of the principal homceopathic
remedies, I shall speak of its application in diseases
generally.

It is well known that chamomilla possesses febri-
Juge powers, particularly in those intermittents where,
with external and internal heat, rigours exist conco-
mitantly. Indiseases where the accompanying fever
assumes the character of synocha, this remedy is
seldom applicable; its curative effects are best mani-
fested where the febrile phenomena are of the syno-
chus or [yphoid character, with which gastric or
bilious derangements are conjoined. In this respect
it likewise in a measure resembles nux vomica, with
this difference, that the latter is often applicable
where gasfric derangements prevail, while chamo-
milla is indicated where the complaints are more of
a bilious nature. I say offen, for this remark is not
fully born out in all cases, for instance, where bilious
fever becomes annexed to a chronic affection of the
liver or stomach; nux vomica in such cases is appli-
cable at least as often as chamomilla or any other
remedy. Chamomilla is a remedy whose place can-
~ not be supplied in some varieties of febris biliosa,
particularly in those which originate from a violent
fit of anger or vexation, and which often become so
aggravated as to threaten a fatal termination.
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Icterus. Jauspice. I could not easily find a
more suitable place than this, to introduce this disease,
as [ have just spoken of symptoms which frequently
accompany it, particularly if it appears in an acute
form. This disease succumbs to this curative when
it has been produced by transient causes, as errors
in diet, mental emotions, taking cold, &c. under
which circumstances we may place it under the head
weterus spasticus.

IcTERUS NEONATORUM. JAUNDICE OF NEW-BORN
iNFANTS. This disease is often ascribed to causes,
which it is by no means fully proven, may excite this
affection of children; the hypothetical assumption
on the part of authors, that it depends upon a stop-
page of the ductus choledochus, is the least worthy
of credence. Its origin much more frequently de-
pends upon the foolish use of chamomile tea during
the latter periods of gestation, and in the abuse of it
in administering it to the young infant. It is of course
understood that in such cases chamomilla should not
be exhibited; antidotes to it can alone be applied, or
such remedies as indicate the ensemble of symptoms
of which china, mercury, and sulphur may be parti-
cularly mentioned.

The complication of febris biliosa et gastrica with
rheumatic complaints, where the former precedes the
latter, or the reverse, dependent on transitory causes,
often succumbs to this remedy, if duleamara, pulsa-
tilla, and other remedies, do not better indicate the
morbid state prevailing.

Typuus. Even in a dangerous variety of thisdis-
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affection has been produced by a violent fit of anger.
A good criterion for its application is a pressing pain
in the epigastrium and below the false ribs on the left
side, as if from a stone. This pain is always united
with shortness of breath and anxiety, frequently
worse at night, so that the patient has no rest from
the anxiety, inquietude, and jactitation, to which a
pulsating headache, affecting the vertex, is frequently
conjoined, which obliges him to get out of bed, by
which he hopes to obtain relief. It is important to
mention that this gastric affection is usually relieved
by drinking coffee, while those which nux vomica
cures, is aggravated by it, but chamomilla proves
still more efficacious in such cases.

If Dr. Kammerer found the chamomilla so ex-
tremely serviceable in induration of the mammary
glands of new born infants, the observation corre-
sponds with what I have observed. My observations
were, however, not in the cases of children, but in
adults, and generally only in cases where sore breasts
resulted from taking cold, or from mental emotions
while nursing, after which hard knots remained in
the breast for a long time. Chamomilla sometimes
did something without completely curing these cases,
and again no improvement resulted, which was par-
ticularly the case in mothers who had borne many
children, and had drank liberally of chamomile tea.

Chamomilla is adapted to but few diseases which
are united with constipation; in this respect it is dia-
metrically opposed to nux vomica.

Diarrua@as. It is applicable in this class of af-
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fections, both in children and adults, particularly if
the stools are aqueous and mucoid, and where there
are violent lancinating pains in the belly below the
umbilicus before every stool, which disappear after
the evacuation. It is not less serviceable in painless
diarrheeas of children during dentition, where the
stools are greenish, aqueous frequently, continuing for
a long time, and very debilitating. Those diarrhceas
which appear with spasms during dentition, I shall
mention below.

Chamonmilla is of no less importance in many other
spasmodic complaints; for instance, cramps of the
abdomen, particularly in a kind of flatulent colic,
which we sometimes find after taking cold. It has
this peculiarity—that the flatus appears to collect in
different parts of the abdomen, as if it would escape
at these points; conjoined therewith, there is general
distension in the hypochondria and epigastrium, with
indescribable anxiety, inquietude, and clammy perspi-
ration. If these cramps appear very violently, they
are accompanied by a feeling as if the patient must go
to stool, and this is announced by loud rumbling, which
accompanies it, and disappears after a small evacua-
tion, consisting of watery mucus. This is also the
kind of colic in which the muscular power of the
abdominal ring appears to be weakened, which is
manifested by the sensation as if the intestine would
protrude at this point, which leads the patient to
anticipate a hernial protrusion. In cases where this
symptom has been frequently conjoined with this
kind of colic, the appearance of hernia is not impro-





















