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8 THE SOURCES, EVILS AND CORRECTIVES OF

effect of a sound training of the capacities of the young is
attained by a combination of moral with intellectual culture.
And at the very foundation of all just moral instruction is the
inculcation of correct ideas of the character of that holy and
august Being, whose breath kindles the fires of human genius,
and whose inspiration giveth understanding.

Destitute of a correct idea of that finished and consummate
excellence, which alone is found in the character of Diety, the
mind fashions its conceptions of perfection from ils narrow survey
of human nature, as pourtrayed in the living exemplifications
around, or draws the portraiture from its own interior self-
inspection.

The more intensely the thoughts are fixed in the admiring
contemplation of infinite goodness, wisdom and power, the more
entire will be our renunciation of all pride of intellect. The
scattered rays of ideal excellence when found concentrated in a
bright and immutable reality, as seen in the Almighty, at once
dissipates the vain illusions of human greatness, and brings man
to bow in prostration of spirit at the foot of His throne, who is
essential wisdom, and changeless greatness.

Intimately associated with a low and sordid conception of
the character of God, in its deteriorating influence on the mind,
is the notion of an impersonal deity. There are many who fancy
that their ideas of God are coincident with his majesty and
greatness, but who possess no adequate conception of his all-
pervading personality. They think on their divine Creator as
a vast, unbounded, uncontrolable principle of government ;—
with a tranquil, undisturbed serenity pursuing its comprehensive
range of administration from generation to generation, and with
an irresistible power, acting with calm regularity and universal
prevalence bringing about the sequences of events in nature.
No prescient, moral design, no personal interest, and present
intimacy of communion, will they affix to their heartless contem-
plation of a presiding Deity. Thus the universe is robbed of
all its moral attractions by substituting an upholding principle,
pervading by mechanical force all nature, for a spiritual, omni-



























PRIDE OF INTELLECT. 17

soul is modest, and liberal, and scarce approves its own goodness,
and is continually seeking approval from conscience, and from
God. A sober consideration of the limited range of mental
power possessed by man for the discovery of truth, of the
imperfection of all human knowledge, and of the failure in
practical fruits of much of our knowledge, should check pride
of intellect, and teach us to carry our faculties ineekly. Of all
the inhabitants of this globe, man is the most helpless and
imbecile at birth. Look at this negative of humanity ; this
blank without superscription—or any signatures of thought and
feeling—and what is there here of mental demonstrations to
gloryin? How slow and arduous is the advancement of this
young creature in the ways of virtue and knowledge! See how
the attention flags and what unceasing discipline is required to
keep it alive to mental improvement ! How frail the memory,
which lets slip so much valuable knowledge, after it has been
toilsomely deposited in its grasp ! How sluggish the faculties,
which require constant provocatives to incite them to the pursuit
of truth! How weak the capacity fo prosecute abstract science,
and how few reach any height in such attainments? How
soon fatigue oppresses, and ineriness seizes the brightest powers
of thought.

Then reflect that all our knowledge has to come through
restricted avenues ; that the sight, hearing, and touch are the
great inlets to perception, and that deprived of these sensitive
inlets how utterly null is the exercise of reason. Again, man
has no intuition of things, he is born ignorant, and remains so
until by a slow process of acquisition, ideas are accumulated.
Of the essential constitution of matter and of mind, of the
mysterious ties which bind soul and body together, how little
do we know. And reflect that aside from revelation, what
darkness and incertitude rest on the mind as respects the char-
acter of Deity, and how awful the doubts which agitate and
terrify the soul when it looks beyond the dark sepulchre.

Consider the imperfection attached to every species of
scientific inquiry. Astronomy, the most perfect of the sciences,
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requires much in the way of observation, and inductive and
deductive reasoning to advance it to perfection. The nebulosity
of the heavens, the movements and nature of comets, the paral-
lax of the fixed stars, these and other interesting subjects
demand much additional investigation. Chemistry, another very
advanced branch of physical science, has been prosecuted with
intense ardor, and a rich variety of results, within a few years,
but still the most eminent chemists lament the deficiencies
attached to their analyses and syntheses and pant after higher
degrees of certainty and 'utility in this department of human
knowledge.

A still greater degree of imperfection belongs to medicine,
to law, and to the art of government. Medical science requires
much augmentation of light ; though not a stationary, it is far
from being a perfect science.

The law is replete with uncertainty, decision conflicts with
decision, precedent overrules precedent, and new laws are,
almost every day, supplanting old enactments. Endless disputes
are waged on the best forms of polity, and on the constructive
meanings of organic law.

Lastly, reflect on the very circumscribed application which
can be made of human knowledge.

In ethics how afflicting the deficiency of practical results,
where there exists expanded conceptions on the great questions
of right, and duty. How few practice half of what they know
on these subjects! And then look at the difficulties of reducing
to practice the wisest plans for the improvement of society.
Obstacles perpetually beset the way of the most excellent
legislative provisions for the prosperity of a people. It seems,
according to the experience of society, that abstract perfection
in a legal reguluation was fatal to its beneficent practical
operation.

Perfection dwells not on earth, though there exists much
excellence among men. Human virtue may be carried far, but
it can never proceed beyond the reach of danger. Human
knowledge is kept within narrow limits, is conversant with a small
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satiated by the the disclosures of the Bible. It offers no food
to a restless appetite for that which merely ministers to the
speculative tendencies of the mind. A part only, a very small
part of God Almighty’s wide administration, and of the un-
searchable depths of his essence, is disclosed. Whilst this par-
tial disclosure of his ways is available to all practical purposes,
it is unsatisfactory and repugnant to pride of intellect. Instead
of meeting this measured communication of truth by sceptical
murmurs, let us be reminded that the state we are passing through
is initiatory, not final ; is a trial, a warfare, a pilgrimage, and
that for the pure rewards of constant and victorious virtue we
must look forward to the unclouded manifestation of truth in that
day, when faith will be lost in vision, and hope in fruition.
Dismiss all arrogant pretensions of mental superiority, and in
modest and persevering application strive for a larger measure of
knowledge. No human being can claim immunity from error,
and therefore no man can safely dispense with a perpetual and
vigilant examination. However confident we may be that we
are free from error, no one should feel secure, for even were we
to attain perfection, in this life we can never be certain of it.
It is only when we are strenuously awake in the pursuit of truth,
and anxiously watching against error, that knowledge exercises
its requisite practical impression on the heart, and on the life.

Gentlemen, you are fairly embarked on the ocean of life ;
—many wrecks are strewed on the waves around your buoyant
barks. Like a skilful and cautious navigator keep your reckon-
ing with care,—* keep a good look out,”—and take an observa-
~tion when opportunity offers. With your chart and compass
aboard, fix your eye, on the bright polar star of man’s im~’
mortal voyage, so that when the storm rages—and the surges,
rise high—and rocks and quicksands threaten to wreck your:
bark, your hope may be as an anchor, sure and fixed, and above
the noise of the billows, deep calling unto deep at the noise of
the water spout, the voice of Him who lays his hand abroad on
the deep, and stills the tumult of {he sea, may be heard by you
saying, * fear not, I am with thee, be not dismayed, I am thy
Gﬂd-lﬁ



