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2 ON THE BEST MODE OF

veltv. impel people to catch up and devour, without examina-
ltliﬁun,la{r thepim;usifgnns of the cl}}arlatan. In their conduct they
say, % We are tired of this everlasting repetition of yourre
administration of drugs, and we want a physician who will cure
us of our diseases by a more cnmri\tlenﬂioqs {n&thnd than thn_t pur-
sued by the regular Faculty. Nay—it is certain, that in the
march of mind—it behooves us to patronize men who have risen
on the sublime wing of genius, to heights inacr.:less:ble to you
plodding, leaden spirits of the old system ?f medy::ﬂl pmc_tlce:“

And then the pride of proselytism mingles its delusion in
this cup of intoxication, and the mind becomes fired with a
glowing zeal for the reputation of the empiric employed, until,
at last, you find men eager to abet some ignorant, presumptious
dealer in physic, who would have disdained to permit such a man
to act as their guide, or counsellor in the lowest grades of human
service. But to visit the sick, to sit in authoritative decision
on the disordered states of that body so ingeniously wrought b
a Divine workmanship, and balanced in its various parts wit
such nice adaptations and reciprocal ties, this is a work of such
easy altainment that any one may assume the office, irrespective
of special and protracted preparation for the task.

Credulity opens a wide door for the introduction of quackery
in society, and in a special degree does superstition lend its pow-
erful misdirecting influence in laying prostrate all the barriers
which common sense may raise against the machinations and
sordid purposes of the charlatan. Zimmerman tells us, that
among the Chilians, the whole duty of the doctor is comprised
in his blowing around the bed of his patient, and that to blow
well is the highest excellence of the medical attendant. A
physician who knows how to blow well among the people, even
here, is accounted a man of such cleverness, that to employ him
is considered a proof of clear sightedness.

But what is quackery ? First, we answer, that it is charac-
terized by four indubitable attributes,—ignorance, presumption,
cupidity, and inhumanity. The essential, predominant feature
of empiricism, is ignorance of the duties appropriately attached
to the responsible position assumed by the medical practitioner
in society. Instead of a careful and diligent cultivation of the
science of medicine, the quack speaks contemptuously of the
knowledge possessed by enlightened physicians, and arrogates to
himself some special exemption from the lot of mortality : the
acquisition of truth by an industrious application of the mind to
the objects of research, embraced by the science of medicine.
Not aware of the vast compass and variety of investigation
required to constitute an adequate foundation for the practice
of the profession, the irregular and reckless practitioner of medi-
cine rushes forward on the arena to display the wonders of his
gkill in the cure of diseases with irhll'::ri: Ee has no scientific
acquaintance. Ignorant of the very first elements of anatomy
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and physiology, (the branches of medical science which lie at
the very foundation of all correct knowledge of diseases) and
their appropriate methods of treatment, the empirical pretender,
with blind temerity deals out the instruments of death to his
unhappy patients. Nor can general culture of mind, nor en-
larged scientific inquiries, ever grow under the upas shade of
empiricism. With defective scholastic attainments, possessin
no literary taste, and no aspiration of thought after enla
conceptions of nature, the conceited and ignorant charlatan,
delights in depreciating the repatation of those whose days are
devoted Lo the practice and cultivation of a correct and scientific
art of healing,

The impudence of the bold pretender in medicine, is always
commensurate with his ignorance ;—they go hand in hand,
mutaally sustaining each other. Mere ignorance, if felt, and
acknowledg=d, in an ingenuous, modest mind, would actuate to
strenuous eflorts towards its removal. But ignorance, shielded
by presumption, is the acme of a voluntary debasement of spirit
and character. Boastful, proud, dogmatic ignorance, by con-
verting folly into guilt, deprives the empirical pretender of
all legitimate claims to our sympathy for his intellectual and
moral debasement, and renders it a duty on the part of every
benevolent man to spurn with contempt, all such vicious, pre-
meditated ignorance ll:*t;m the walks of life, along which it moves
in steps marked with blood.

But why should the forward pretender in physic, push his
way, with such determined obstinacy, in all the circles of hu-
man society. Does the infatuated man rejoice over the ruins
which it is his daily work to scalter on every side? Gratuitous
cruelty, perhaps, he may not delight in, but his cupidity prompts
him to urge on his dark career of depravity and wo. Base and
sordid feelings engross his entire nature. Too proud to seek
some worthy mechanical occupation, and too indolent to make
suitable preparation for the exercise of the functions of the
medical profession, with groveling views of responsibility, and
bereft of all elevating impulses of soul, the ignorant and daring
charlatan preys on the misery of his fellow men, and extracts
from the groans of tortured humanity the means of hissubsistence.
Such is quackery, dark, ruinous, depraved : fattening on human
weakness and credulity ; and scattering the elements of disaster
around its daily course. Spurning knowledge,despising litera-
ture and science, blowing its polluted breath on the fair fame of
every regular physician, quackery is the offspring of ignorance
engendered by impudence and cupidity, and carries on ils foul
brow a mark of reprobation affixed by the hand of scorn. Turn-
ing away from it with revolting, and filled ggith deep abhorrence
at its abominations, let us enquire, during the remainder of this
lecture, What are the best modes of discouragement to its dark
and ruinous career?
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has been adorned with some of the noblest specimens of human
excellence. That the page of history is luminous with the vir-
tues, and endownents of men who made medicine their practical
calling, and who, with gratitude acknowledged, that to the assidu-
ous culture of the science of medicine, they owed their fame
and their goodness.  Call up to mind the high intellectual quali-
fications which are demanded in our profession, in order to attain
its highest honors. Reflect upon the accurate scholarship and
disciplined activity of mind, essential as a preliminary step to a
successful entrance upon the study of medicine. To become an
eminent physician a man must be a scholar, well grounded in
classical learning, and possessed of varied culture of mind. And
then advert to the very pracognita of the art of healing;
anatomy, physiology, chemistry, materia medica, general and
special pathology and general and special therapeutics, which
are to be mastered to a considerable degree, before a man is ade-
quately qualified to practice medicine. What a vast and complex
scheme of inquiry is presented in the science of medicine, and
what strenuous toil of mind, and persevering devotion of time,
are required to fit a man for the successful exercise of skill in
the three departments of the ars curandi. Take the surgeon for
example, called on in an emergency, to secure by ligature a
bleeding vessel. If ignorant of anatomy, how can he explore
the site of the artery above the point where it bleeds, and thus
secure the main trunk, by which means alone the patient can be
snatched from a rapid dissolution.

Again, there 1s a case of midwifery which demands on the
part of the medical attendant a thorough knowledge of the
rules of the obstetric art, which always has anatomical facts for
its basis; here the conceits of impudent ignorance are of
no avail in saving mother and child from a premature grave.
But why should we argue these points so open,so demonstrable
to the dullest capacity, and yet it is bdy osing sight of such
obvious truths that the public are deluded by the promises of
ignorant presumption, and circumvented by the evil designs of
empiricism.

Medicine is grounded on an enlarged, philosophic, view of
man, not merely in his organization, and in the fine adjustments of
his physical frame, but as endowed with various susceptibilities
of being acted upon by exterior agents. The laws which gov-
ern the modes of receiving such impressions, and the correspond-
iIIIE phenomena thence arising, have to be carefully studied in
order to a just comprehension of physiology. Besides, thg natu-
ral history of the various substances which can be muade sub-
servient to the rectification of the disorders of the bodges with
the chemical preparations educed from t}mo be subjected
to the inspection of disciplined powers ol thought. «And then
the noxious a’grints to which the system is liable, must be sought

*













DISCOURAGING EMPIRICISM, P

do an incalculable amount of evil. All remedies are relative
agents, that is, they act curatively in reference to certain given
states of the general system, or of particular parts of the body.
Now, it is universally admitted by enlightened practitioners of
medicine, that there is no such thing as a specific in the cure of
disease. That is, there is no medicine that will act remedially
on a disease in all states of the system, and in all stages of that
disease, modified as it is so constantly, by temperament, climate,
sex, and age. Then take any nostrum that proposes to cure a
cough, such as Warren’s Cough Drops, or Jayne’s Expecto-
rant, and let it be administered to four patients affected with
cough. One of these patients, to whom it is given, has cough,
arising from a recent cold, which has produced inflammation of
the mucous surface of the bronchial tubes. In this case great
injury may be sustained; for the remedy being stimulating in its
character, by augmenting the inflammation, it enhances the pa-
tient’s malady. Again, another of these patients has disease of
the heart, and the cough is merely symptomatic of the cordiae
malady; in this instance, injury is inflicted on the credulous
minded person by the nostrum. The third patient has a cough
connected with inflammatory dyspepsia, and he finds to his hurt
that the medicine by increasing the gastric distress renders his
cough more harassing. _

But the fourth may be an asthmatic, nervous individual, who
has been troubled for some time with a eough romediable b-'r"
opiates and stimulants, such as those two nostrums cough mix-
tures contain, and with such a cough, relief may be afforded by
the quack medicine. Forthwith there is furnished by the Judge
Asthmatic or Reverend Easy Faith, a certificate,couched in the
most extravagent strain of laudation, setting forth the wonderful
virtues of this heaven derived remedy,—which was mn'cncted
by cupidity, ignorance, and presumption, and stamped with the
imprimatur of clerical and legal stupidity, arrogance and sub-
serviency to quackish knavery! ‘

Buf at last, our final reliance in the discouragement of em-
piricism, must be placed in the great body of enlightened phy-
sicians. They are the conservators of the honor and dignity of
the profession. From our predecessors in medicine, we gave

received this legacy, and with sedulous vigilance shouldSgve
guard it. It is wortLy in all respects of our attachment, and
admiration, and of the unremitting consecration of all best

powers to its high and august service. For reflecialu
moment, upon the scope of action of our profess
Contrast it with the art of war, in their ective

results.  War inflames man against
desolation wherever its iron heel has p
with widows and orphans. It turns all TIT ‘
ture into hatred, arrests the progress ol civillzation,
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must be discountenanced, and rebuked by high minded men in
the profession. No trickery, subterfuge, or indirection should
have scope among us. Neither should we associate with men
who play their tricks on popular credulity by pretensions to novel
modes of practice,or who cheat the populace by lying declara-
tions, announcing some grand discovery, which is to cure disease
by a new system of practice, or who strive to circumvent the
regular physician by pouring out a feculent mass of words, to
awaken vulgar prejudices against remedies employed by the
educated faculty.

Whenever you see a physician associating im consultation,
or in personal familiarity, with an empiric, that he may use the
poor creature to subserve his avaricious purposes by extracting
fees from the unfortunate victims of medical imposture, rely upon
it, that there is something rotten in that man’s case. Either he
does not feel aright,as an honorable physician should, for the
dignity of the profession, or else he has a strong proclivity to the
character of the person with whom he associates.

st Heaven with secret principle endued
Mankind, to seck their own similitude.”

A man who has once made a voluntary degradation of himself
by practicing according to the thunder and storm system, with its
fire and steam, lobelia and red pepper, or who is reeking with the
stains of some botanical bubble, or who has sneaked along the
by-paths of medicine, under the moonshine and mosquito system,
with its infinitesmal doses and cozening buzz,—such an one never
can put on the ennobling virtues of the thoruughlbmd, educated

hysician. “The dead fly will send forth astinking savor,” and
through all the plausibilities of his assumed character, there will
be revealed the pollution, dueiy and incurable, which reigns with-
in, and which diffuses its foul atmosphere around his Et:&p.’-_t.

Our profession does not want, nor should we recognise, these
rickety, misshapen, dwarfed creatures, begot of a hermaphrodite,

and brought forth in an eclipse,
t As half formed insects on the banks of Nile,—
Unfinish'd things,—one knows not what to call,
Their generation's so equivocal.”
O no! we want among us men of erect attitude, of h
bearing, “whose eye, even turl}ed on empty space be:
with honor,” and whose path is that of the just, racﬂ!‘u_
the excellencies and virtues of an honest, benevolenfgie
The medical profession is a unit. Regular physic
together by the strong links of science, ofhono
interest in the cause of humanity. Eve
the prostration of one of its true mgng
may be, when in the discharge of the
profession, and in strict conformity to
should bind each physician to a conf
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obligations, will, in the judgment of the world, tend to degrade
and vilify the whole profession. With true moral courage, then,
let the entire body speak out, in strong reprobation, against every
professional delinquency that tends to disparage, or reflect dis-.
credit upon our noble calling. Intellectual power is a theme o
fond admiration and applause to all who are capable of realizing
the beauties of literary excellence, or the far reaching conclusions
of logic, or the grandeur of philosophic discovery. But moral
power, in the sight of Him who rules all things by the counsels of
unsearchable wisdom, and who marshals all nature by a Divine
tactic, far exceeds mere mental capacity, however grand and
wonderful, in our view, may be the displays of human genius ; for
moral goodness assimilates man to the image of Him, by whose
breath the fires of genius are kindled, and from whose inspiration
cometh understanding. We glory in medicine, because it opens
such a wide and fertile field for the exercise of the powers of
mind ;—because it elicits in all its true followers such a burning,
quenchless thirst after knowledge. Butin a more especial man-
ner do we glory in our profession, because it is caleulated to call
forth such a varied and rich exhibition in life of the bestsensi-
bilities of the heart, and of the finest traits of moral goodness.
The different parts which go to make up the oneness of our pro-
fession mutually sustain each other. The love of science contri-
butes to the encouragement of the spirit of honor among us, and
these two operative elements of power, reflect light and confer
strength on the principle of humanity, which actuates the en-
lightened and high minded physician to forego all low selfish
aims, and freely open his views, and communicate his discoveries
for the benefit of mankind.

In the science of medicine there are no double doctrines, as
among some of the ancient philosophers,—the exoterick or
divulged doctrines for the vulgar, and the esoterick or secret,
for the initiated. “Come and see,” is placed in blazing capitals
over the portals of the temple of Esculapius, and whatever
mysteries in nature we explore, and whatever heights of science
we climb, we never return with closed hands, but freely pour the
fruits of our labor before the whole world, through the teeming
and ggoaning press. Our science utterly repudiates concealment

' zhis in spreading wide its treasures to the sun.
Lsgitlemen ; With elevated eye survey the wide cope be-
Lageh we walk. See what a galaxy of illustrious names
@lindying fires along the heavens, and as their mingled
on your path, be encouraged to tread the ways of

ity 2and goodness, till your deeds of bene-
0 medical science, shall go to swell the
% the scene ; then shall the hideous
1 now so much annoy our profession,
shades of darkness, and find their con-
pectres of night.










