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lect, from the many meanings of the original word, the
one that will best express the idea of the author. The
imagination, too, is chastened by the rich imagery that
is presented ; a taste for the fine arts is awakened, and
by many of the ancient writers, the most happy illus-
trations are furnished. Who, then, can deny that classi-
cal studies tend to discipline the mind for future efforts
in the pursuit of science and literature, and that they
are essential to the culture of the intellectual man,
whether designed to be an accomplished physician, an
erudite lawyer, or a profound divine’

There is, moreover, a pleasure derived from mental
cultivation, and from a consciousness of superiority, of
which the mere votary of wealth has no conception.

The claims of the mind, too, as an independent part
of our being, must not be overlooked, nor its appropriate
enjoyment withheld. We were not designed, by the
Author of our being, to spend all our time in buying,
selling, and getting gain ; but as the mind, or soul, is the
better part of man, so the cultivation of its faculties is
more noble than anything that relates to the body alone.
The physical structure perishes, but the soul, which
dwells within it during life, is indestructible and 1m-
mortal.

The soul may sleep, but it never dies, neither does it
enter the tomb with the body ; butis translated, at death,
from earth to heaven ; and, according to the opinion of
some learned theologians, it never ceases to act, and
never loses any knowledge that it once possessed, but
commences in the next world where it leaves off in this.
How much wiser is it then to enrich the mind with im-
perishable treasures, than fo spend all our days in ac-
cumulating ¢ riches which make to themselves wings

‘!,

and fly away!
Plato, the most learned and eloquent of all the Greek

philosophers, was among the first that, without the aid
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tongue before his specific attainments in the medical
profession are {ested. :

The medical department of the University of Dublin
does not allow a candidate for the degree of Doctor of
Medicine to apply for an examination until he has been
in attendance at the lectures of that institution for
twenty-four terms—that is, six years.

In the Paris School of Medicine, there are eighteen
distinct chairs, and twenty-six regularly appointed Pro-
fessors, who are aided by a number of Agrégés, or assist-
ant professors. At this institution the student is re-
quired to present a well authenticated certificate of his
birth; to exhibit his diploma of Bachelor of Letters, or,
in lieu of it, submit to an examination on the Latin,
Greek, and French languages, General History, and
Geography; to give satisfactory evidence that he has
attended the instructions of sixteen quarterly terms,
comprising four years; to submit to five examinations,
one at the end of the first year of his studies, and the
other four at regular stated intervals, and to present a
thesis which consists of written answers to four ques-
tions, drawn by lot, on Anatomy, Physiology, Surgery,
and Medicine, before his final examination for his medi-
cal degree. And severe as these restrictions are, the
late National Medical Convention that met at Paris,
recommended the government of France to increase the
requirements of the candidates for medical honours by
enlarging the courses of instruction.

At Vienna, the capital of the Austrian empire, the
candidate for a medical degree, before he can be admit-
ted into the school of medicine, must have attended the
primary schools four years, the grammar schools six,
and two under the Faculty of philosophy, and must
have obtained a certificate of proficiency in the Greek,
Latin, and modern languages, as well as in Mathematics,
Astronomy, and History. After he enters on his medi-
cal studies, he is obliged to attend Lectures on Botany,
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Zoology, Mineralogy, General Anatomy, Comparative
Physiology, the History of Medicine, General Patho-
logy, Pathological Anatomy, Surgical Pathology, Medi-
cal Physics, Medical Jurisprudence, Hygiene, General
Therapeutics, and Clinical Medicine, for five years;
not all in the same year, but in a regular succession.
He is examined by a portion of the Faculty every six
months—and, before he receives his degree, he is obliged
to defend, in public, a thesis written in the Latin lan-
guage.

The requisitions at the medical school at Berlin, the
capital of the Prussian states, are nearly the same as
those of the institutions of Paris and Vienna.

The regulations of other Medical Schools might be
detailed, but enough has been stated to show that in our
system of instruction we are far behind our trans-atlantic
brethren.

Besides, it is certainly very discreditable to the pro-
fession that there is not a medical institution in our
country that enjoys the confidence of the general go-
vernment. On the contrary, the expense is incurred of
convening an Army or Navy Board of Surgeons to test
the qualifications of candidates to fill medical posts in
either arm of the national service, as often as vacancies
occur, And the deficiency of the graduates of our dif-
ferent medical schools is so palpable, that more than
three-fourths of them are rejected. Out of sixty candi-
dates that presented themselves before the Army Board
of Surgeons in 1845, only three were recommended to
the Secretary of War, as worthy to be commissioned.

At this point in the discussion, the question doubtless
arises in your minds, as to the possibility of receiving a
thorough medical education in the city of Philadelphia.

This inquiry may be answered affirmatively, but not
in the usual time devoted to the study of medicine. In
what part of Europe could there be found a man supe-
rior to Dr. George B. Wood as a lecturer on Materia
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cal purposes, may be obtained here as in any place in
the world ; but not in three years. In that time, the
student may acquire a sufficient knowledge of the prin-
ciples of our science, to enable him to commence with
advantage a course of clinical instruction, in private
practice, under a preceptor, or in the wards of a hos-
pital. Here your organs of sense, your eye, your ear,
your nose, and your fingers, must be instructed. Every
medical man who is determined to qualify himself for
eminence in his profession, ought to spend, at least, two
years as Resident Physician in the Pennsylvania Hos-
pital, or some similar institution. Five years, then, in
my judgment, is the shortest time in which a man of
ordinary talents can acquire a thorough knowledge of
the practical*duties of our profession, in this or in any
other country.

An aspirant for medical distinction, over whose stu-
dies I had unlimited control, after finishing his colle-
giate studies, spent three years at the University of
Pennsylvania, in attendance upon lectures, one winter
of which time in Dr. Hare’s Laboratory, assisting him
in his practical operations. He subsequently sojourned
one year as Resident Physician at the Wills’ Hospital,
two years as Resident in the Pennsylvania Hospital, and
a short time as a substitute for the Resident at the Insane
Hospital. This course of instruction I urged upon him,
and would recommend a like system to every candidate
for professional distinction that can avail himself of it.

Every scholar that designs to study medicine, should
commence his course of instruction on the first Monday
of April, so that the three years which our medical
schools require to be devoted to the acquisition of medi-
cal knowledge, may terminate on the last Saturday of
March. He should, at once, procure himself text books
on all the branches of medical science, which will be
also useful to him after he commences the practice of

his profession.












