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FUNCTIONS OF THE BRAIN. ]

superior order of faculties, whilst the propensity to procreate
the species (or amativeness, as it is called), continued more than
usually active—which propensity being seated in the cerebel-
lum, under the tentorium or horizontal process of the dura ma-
ter, did not suffer compression from the fluid accumulated in
the cerebrum or brain proper.

In certain conditions of the material instrument of the mind,
minor faculties which have for a long time lain dormant and
supposed to have been lost, have been suddenly recalled. Dr.
Rush used to mention an instance of one of his fellow students
at Edinburgh, who had once possessed some knowledge of the
French language so as to speak it indifferently, but who for
many years had entirely forgotten it; this gentleman becoming
intoxicated in a frolic, spoke the French language with the
greatest fluency, to the exclusion of the English ; this state con-
tinued until he was carried to bed and fell asleep.

A circumstance somewhat similar fell under my own obser-
vation in the case of a friend labouring under delirium.

I may here call your attention to a fact which was one of the
earliest to impress my mind with the importance of Phrenology
in explaining the animal functions.

It is a fact well established in Comparative Anatomy, that
the vocal organs of all those birds arranged under the extensive
order Passeres, are constructed precisely on the same princi-
ple; that is to say, all are furnished with a double glottis, a
superior and inferior, the latter being furnished in every indi-
vidual with six muscles, &c. Here then we witness a numerous
host of individuals, all possessed of similar musical instruments:
yet few, very few indeed are capable of displaying a musical
talent; not more than one out of fifty is capable of producing
a tune; and even of those species which are possessed of the
highest musical proficiency, the males alone are capable of ex-
erting it, the females remaining mute. Examples of this are
observed in the linnet, the mocking-bird, bull-finch, gross-
beak, &c.

Cuvier, who has noticed this circumstance particularly in his
“ Lecons d’Anatomie Comparée,” confessed his inability to
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