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draw his own conclusions. It is, therefore, hoped,
they will be received with candour.

Upon the whole, however, on taking a retrospective
view of the different opinions, which have been ad-
vanced this season, by the most eminent physicians,
respecting the matter in dispute, it may be observed,
that though those gentlemen who advocate the doc-
trine of importation and contagion, consider, in op-
position to their opponents, our present quarantine
laws as very defective and susceptible of much legis-
lative improvement ; yet they readily agree with
them, that when the disease has once been introduced,
offensive privies, filthy streets, foul docks, putrid ani-
mal and vegetable substances, &c. tend greatly to
spread and propagate the disease, Since, there-
fore, we have, as yet, had no proof sufficiently satis-
factory te the public mind, to which of the two sour-
ces the evil with which we have been afflicted is to be
attributed, is it not the wisest and best policy to
suppose, that it may proceed from either ?

Shou!d we be influenced by a belief of this kind, a
wise and intelligent legislature, upon due represent-
ation, will undoubtedly render the quarantine laws,
so much more efficient and rigorous, as to preclude
the importation of the disease from abroad ; and
such undoubtedly will be the vigilance of our Board
of Health, that for the sake of themselves as well as
of their fellow-citizens, they will assiduously endea-
vour to remove every cause of impurity, which can
be supposed to engender or propagate it from with-
in. Proceeding in this manner and living, in all re-
spects, conformably to the nature of the climate,
which we inhabit, may we not expect, under the
blessings of Divine Providence, an absolute exemp-
tion from the disease commonly called Yellow Fever,
which has for so many years, been the scourge and

terror of our country ?
JAMES HARDIE.






























































































































AY

low Fever is infectious, and that it has more than
once been imported. I have presumed also that the
complaint alluded to was not the Yellow Fever, be-
cause, upon the supposition that the Yellow Fever
1s a domestic disease and not contagicus, it would
follow that it cannot be imported, in which case the
foundation of our Quarantine Law would vanish into
air; but that law seems to be the dictate of prudence
and parent of much safety.
I am, sir, with the utmost respect,
your most obedient and

very humble servant,
HUGH WILLIAMSON,

The Hon, Dg Wirt CLinTON.”

«« New-York, August 3, 1805.

¢ Sig,

“ In consequence of your request, I visited the
quarantine ground, in company with Drs. Hosack
and Williamson. While there, our attention was
principally directed to two persons, who had been
taken ill at Mr. Stayley’s, in Maiden lane, and who
were reported to have had Yellow Fever. Afteran
attentive examination, as to the mode of attack, and
the symptoms which had since supervened, I feel great
pleasure in declaring to you, that none of these cha-
racteristics, which peculiarly designate that disease,
were in either of these instances, to be detected; on
the contrary, I consider them merely as cases of the
comnmon Bilious Fever, which, for many years past,
has prevailed more or less in New-York, during the
months of summer.

With sentiments of respect, Sir,
I remain your very humble servant,

JAMES S. STRINGHAM.,
The Hon. D Wirr CrinTon.”

G



























58

And in this way the favourers of importation, like
Ishmael, raise indeed their hands agaiust every man,
and ought to remembler that every man’s hand will
be raised against them. But as it is my chief inten-

tion to relate to the board an instance of Yellow Fe-

ver, which occurred this season, in the course of my
practice, I shall detail the particulars, with all the
plainness and candor that I possess, without ferging
a chain of connection with the West-Indies, on the
one part, or concealing or disguising facts as plain as
noon-day, on the other.

* Christopher Hibbron, aged about thirty, born in
Yorkshire (England) arrived at New-Yur{ early in
May last, in the ship Hudson, from Liverpool. On
the fourteenth of the same month, he was retained in
the service of Andrew Stayley, No. 92 Maiden-lane,
in the capacity of an hostler, with whom he resided
until he was removed to Staten-Island. He posses-
sed a mild and obliging disposition ; was not subject
to violent passions, nor did he indulge in dissipation
or mtemperance ; he seldom went from home, his em-
ployment requiring all his attention, from early in the
morning, until late at night.

“ He enjoyed good health from the time of his ar-
rival in this country, until the ninth day of July last ;

when he complained of great languor, aversion to mo-
tion, and depression of spirits.

“ The next day following, he was suddenly seized
with vertigo, and fell upon the ground ; this affection
soon subsided, and was succeeded by constant nau-
sea and frequent vomiting of bilious matter, accoms-
panied by acute pains in the calfes of his legs and
knees, which gradually progressed upwards, until bis
thighs, back and bead were equally affected; the
pain was excruciating, and there seemed to be a spas-
odic action of the muscles of his legs. These atfec-
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tions induced him te speak of extreme cold, being ap-
plied to his body; this sensation almost immediately
passed off, and great irritation, tumult and excite-
ment of the vascular system became very conspicu-
ous. The pain at this time seemed to be altogether
removed from the lower extremities, and fixed in his
back and head ; pulse 100 or upwards, hard, labour-
ing and irregular ; heat of the bod y burnipg and con-
centrated ; skin dry and rough ; tongue white, slimy,
and moist ; countenance flushed, agitated and anxi-
ous ; eyes red, disturbed, watery and wandering.

“ Dr. Manley judiciously prescribed bleeding, blis-
tering, bowels evacuated, and the antiphlogistic re-

gimen enjoined.

“ On the third day of his disease, the violence of
the symptoms were greatly subdued ; eye and counte-
nance more natural and cheerful; tongue dry and
rough ; continual thirst ; feeces charged with yellow or
bilious matter; pain in the stomach and nausea; skin
moist, but rather clammy and cool when lightly
touched, but when hard pressed, conveyed a sensation
of morbid heat ; pulse soft and swelling.

 There were no particular variation of symptoms
during the fourth and fifth days of his disease ; but on
the sixth day, he complained of great pain and un-
easiness throughout his body ; this, however, soon be-
came local, and was confined to his stomach and uri-
nary bladder, attended with vomiting and suppres-
sion of urine, his skin was dry, and the heat unequal.
His medical treatment, was full and regular ; at this
time blistered freely; alkalies with acids ; Sp. Nit.
Dul. tepid bathing ; injections; fomentations ; calo-
mel and opium, &c. &c. every thing requisite under
such circumstances. On the moraing of the seventh
day of disease, there obtained a copious discharge of

urine, loaded with a dark coloured matter; feeces
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ly act with irresistible powers upon visitors from the
north. |
With sentiments of high respect and esteem,
I remain your most obedient,

"RICHARD L. WALKER.

The President and Members }
of the Board of Health.”

The following extract of a letter from Dr. Man-
ley, published in the Morning Chronicle, will shew
that gentleman’s opinion of the disease in question.

¢ I shall now take the liberty of examining briefly,
such parts of Dr. Hosack’s letter, as relate to the
case of Hibbron. ¢ It appeared,’ said the Doctor,
¢ that he had voided blood from his intestines, and
that he had died of mortification of the bowels.” As
I am the person more interested in the opinion which
the public shall form of this case, than any other man,
I should be glad to know, for the sake of information,
how it appeared to him, that he died with a morti-
fication of the bowels. As a man of candor, his rea-
sons for such an opinion should have appeared in
print as well as the opinion itself, and he is hereby
informed, that they aresstill expected.  He could not
draw this conclusion from the circamstance of the
man’s voiding blood, for this we see every day oc-
curring in cases of the Dysentary ; yet we do not be-
lieve the mortification of thebowels to exist any length
of time, proportionate to the duration of the disease ;
we know that patients will labour under the most ag-
| vated form of Dysentary for the term of six weeks,
and during all that time pass blood ; comparatively
few instances even then are found to terminate in
mortification of the intestines, as has been repeatedly
proved upon disseetion.  But suppose for a moment,
that the man had mortification of bowels, as expres-
sed, how is it possible to be accounted for ? the mor-
tification surely was not the consequence of the a
plication of'a caustic ; it must have been preceded by

e m—
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inflammation ; if such inflammation did exist, it must
have been apparent, from the torturing pain, the ob-
stinate costiveness, and the peculiarity of pulse,
which in such cases, do exist, and he must have died,
according to the common course of such a disease,
long ere the termination of the thirteenth day of his
illness—neither of which circuamstances did obtain.
I therefore shall rest satisfied in the belief, that he did
not die with mortification of his bowels, as a primary
disease, as represented; and the public will, no doubt,
do themselves the justice to withhold their belief of
such a statement, until more cleaily proved.

“ I asked the Health-Officer in particular, whe-
ther he had the black vomit?” He answered, « that
he did throw up a dark coloured matter, as he was
informed by the nurse.” The question was then
urged in a more precise shape, and he was asked “ if
he had the particular species of black vomit which at-
tends the 'gel!aw Fever, either the coffee ground, or

the flaky ?” He answered, ¢ xo, ke could not say he
had.”

“ The publie will observe, that the last sentence
here given, as delivered by the Health-Officer, was
not divided into two distinct parts, as Dr. Hesack
would wish it to be believed, by printing one part in
capitals, and another in italics. I pledge myself that
Dr. Rodgers did not expect to be thus understood,
when he was more particularly interrogated whether
the vomiting was either the coffee ground or the faky 2
He answered he did not know ; the information he
had received from the nurse ; he himself had not seen
it, and he possessed too just a sense of the value of
truth, to assert that for fact, which rested merely upon
the statement of one of the hospital attendants.  Dr.
Hosack’s enquiry of the Health-Oflicer, amounts of
course to nothing more nor less than he could not
precisely define the appearance of the matter, having
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from the stomach. The insinuation, therefore, that
what I then said was at variance with what I had be-
fore expressed to the Board of Health, or that I
evaded any questions or intended to evade them is
neither consistent with fact nor candor. The man-
ner of answering the first question prevented evasi-
on, for I had distinctly said that I had not seen the
matter vomited myself, but had received my inform-
ation from the nurse. No questions were asked
abnut his pulse. Assoon as we rose from breakfast
we went to the hospital ; the first person seen was
Aylesbury ; he was asked by Dr. Hosack if he had
any pain on his first attack, and where it was, if in
hislegs and knees? He answered yes, in his legs and
knees—on the small of his back and in his head.—
Dr. H. asked him if his stomach had been affected
before he came here ? He said yes, that he had vom-
ited. Dr. H. asked if it were yellow or biiter mat-
ter { He said it was black. Braex ! said Dr. H.
with apparent surprize—of a deep green replied he
then—he was asked what was the colour of hi: stools,
—He answered dark coloured—his urine was in the
cmber pot and was inspected by the gentlemen,
and was high coloured. He was asked if' it stained
his linen ? He replied yes. These answers were
partly given by Aylesbury, and partly by his wife,
his mouth being sore from the use of mercury. He
had at this time a dusky yellow tinge on his skin and
eyes, and his eyes looked as if they had heen inflam-
ed. The person who came in last was then asked.
by Dr. L. if be had any pain on his first attack ? He
said yes, n his head and limbs. He was asked in
what part of his bead ? He said in the back part of
his head, and put his hand to the hinder part of it—
if he had any pain in his back ? He said yes. . This
examination did not take up more than six or eight
minutes; not ten I am sure. The questions asked,
and the answers given were written down directly .
after the gentlemen left the quarantine wharf, and
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sworn, doth depose and say, that William Aylesbury
told this deponent, that Christopher Hibbron, in his
dying moments,had declared,that he was very sorry,
he had told Mr. Stayley, that he had not been
on board of any vessel ; for that he had staid part of
a night on board of a vessel at or near Long-Island,
about eight days previous to bis being taken sick ;
and further this deponent saith not.

CATHERINE STAYLEY.

+ Sworn the 5th September, 1505,
before De Witt Clinton.” ;

But altbough from the two last affidavits, it ap-
Ears more than probable, that Hibbron had been on

ard of an English ship, yet there are few people
who will suppose, that Yellow Fever could be brought
to this country from that quarter. The truth is, it
appears impracticable to assign any satisfactory rea-
son for the diseases of Stayley and the hostlers who
resided with him, unless we suppose, that,as they had
lately come to this country, they had not &s yet be-
come sufficiently inured to the climate, to support the
intense heat of an American summer ; and that they
had been imprudent in exposing themselves to the
night air.

Various cases of Malignant Fever were reported
by gentlemen, who believe in its local origin, during
the latter part of August, and the beginning of Sep-
tember ; but by those medical gentlemen who believe
in its importation, theg were, in general,supposed to
be only the common Bilious Fever of the country.

To [give the advocates of both theories an
equal chance, the Board of Health, on the 4th of
September, “ Resolved, that when any case of Ma-
lignant Fever shall be reported by medical gentle-
men, who believe in the domestic origin of that dis-
€ase, it shall be the duty of the Secretary to call upon
some of those gentlemen, who espouse a different
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theory, and that the physicians so employed, shall be
paid by this board,and give their opinions in writing.”

- In consequence of the preceding resolution, the
Secretary applied to Dr. Hosack. The following
letters from that gentleman, will shew the proceed-
ings which took place in consequence thereof.

“ New-York, September 5th, 1805.

“ DeAR Sig,

“ Yesterday, at the request of the Board of Health,
conveyed to me by the secretary, I visited John Pel-
sue, No. 4, Church-street. His symptoms appear
to me to be those of the last stage of the Yellow Fe-
ver. His short illness, and the manner of his attack,
as related to me by his mother, also serve to confirm
me in that opinion. His removal to the quarantine
ground® will, I believe, afford him thé best chance
of recovery, and as'it regards the health of our city,
will certainly be a proper measure.

I am, Sir, respectfully your’s, &c.

The Hon. Dg Wirt CLinTON.”

«« New-York, September 6th, 1805.

¢ DEAR™SIR,

« Accompanied by Mr. Hardie, I visited, this
morning, the following persons.

- Patrick M. Loyre, in Thomas-street.
Mr. Davis, 128 Front-street.
Alexander Addison, 132 Front-street.

# * [n consequence of the above recommendation, an or.ler was made
sut for his removal ; but his mother being very unwillini, and it appear-
ing to the Seeretary, that his dissolution was near at and, it was not
executed. He died next day, and it is evident that no evil resulted from
his being permitted toremain, as every ome of those who attended him,
or were anywise connected with him, continued, througheut the whole
season, to be exempt from any thing resemblin tileatial Feves.
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“ Popular rumour has vastly exaggerated the
number of cases, whereby undue alarm has been ex-
cited. The board are extremely anxious to impress
on their fellow-citizens, the impropriety of giving
credit to unauthenticated reports, as they may rest
assured, that as long as the present unfavourable
state of the public health continues, a candid, undis-
guised account of the real situation of the city shall
be regularly published. '

¢ Considerable anxiety has prevailed respecting
the power of the board, to remove persons sick of
Malignant Fever, This power, which has been le-
gally invested in the board, and which has, for along
time, been exercised by the Commissioners of the
Health-Office has, in every instance, been used with
the utmost delicacy and discretion. Of those patients
who were citizens, it.has been left entirely at their
option, to provide retreats. Others, who have been
removed to the Marine Hospital, were mostly stran-
gers, friendless and without families, and have been
provided with every comfort and convenience. Should
the fever continue to prevail, Bellevue Hospital will
be opened. The buildings belonging to this estab-
lishment have been recently repaired, with consider-
able improvements, and every accommodation has
been liberally provided for the sick.

¢ The part of the city which, at present, appears
to be the principal seat of the disease, is Water and
Front-streets, between the Fly-Market and Old-slip.
By order of the Board of Health,
DE WITT CLINTON, President.

James Harpig, Sec’ry.”

On the same day, the City-Inspector’s Office was
moved from the Federal-Hall to the Office of the
Board of Health, corner of Chamber-strectand Broad-
way, where that gentleman, except between nine
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and eleven o’clock in the morning, when he went
daily to visit the Hospital at Bellevue, constantly at-
tended, during the whole time of the sickness, from
six o’clock in the morning, until nine at night. About
this time also, the Banks, the Custom-House, the
Post-Office, and the printers of the Daily News-pa-
pers in general, moved their respective offices to the
village of Greenwich, to which place also, a number of
our most respectable merchants and others resorted.

On the 8th of September, the Board of Health re-
solved, that for the accommodation of poor patients,
Bellevue Hospital should be opened, At the same
time, Doctor Richard L. Walker was appointed as
visiting physician, at the aforesaid hospital, Dr. Elias
‘Winfield as the resident physician, and Drs. M‘Lean,
Buchannan, Huyler and Kunzie, as physicians to at-
tend the'sick poor in the city. It was also resolved,
that from henceforth, during the prevalence of the
sickness, the board should meet daily.

- On the 10th day of September, the board reported

twenty-nine cases of Malignant Fever and three -

deaths. They, at the same time, published the fol-
lowing address.

“ Office of the Board of Health,
September 10th, 1805.

“ The Board of Health being extremely anxious
to be informed- of the precise state of the prevalent
disease, they therefore request physicians to be
prompt and accurate in making the returns required
by law. The power of removal, which has been

vested in them, will only be exercised in cases of

iransient persons, abandoned and without the means
of support. The disease being unquestisnably pre-
valent, those measures which the public safety might
have imperiously commanded, at its commencement,
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_preserve order and prevent them from becoming
obnoxious to the neighbourhood, a school was’
opened, whichafforded instruction, for the space of
six weeks, to forfy. On the propricty and good con-
duct of this part of the establishment, the Board will
lang; reflect with grateful complacency.

;. These various objects,combined with the augmen-

tation of the city watch, necessarily involved the
‘Board in an expenditure of nearly twenty five thou-
sand dollars, to which it is confidently trusted their
fellow citizens will submit with that m2gnanimity,
. which has so peculiarly characterized them, on all si-
milar occasions. Excepting the solitary contributions
from Boston, and Richmond, in Virginia, already
-acknowledged, amounting to fwo hundred and jfifty
dollars,* tthaard have received nc elecmosynaryaid
- towards the public exigences. Voluntary assistance
_not being proferred, they did not conceive it just to
call on their fellow citizens individually—most of
whom had to struggle with all the inconveniences
“and losses attending removal and the consequent
derangement of the regular course of business.

'_Th;_meetings_of the common cnupcil being only
weekly, the peculiar situation of the city, from its ex-
posure to fire and robbery, in consequence of the eva-
_cuation by its inhabitants, rendered it expedient to
_invest the Board of Health,whose meetingswere daily
withasuperintending and controuling powerover the
watchmen and firemen. The board of course paid
the utmost attention to these departments, and it is
a circumstance of peculiar felicitation, a fact highly
honourable to the character of our city, that not a

* (Jf the sum here alluded to, two hundred dollars were transmitted

. from Messieurs James and J. H. Perkins, of Boston, by the hands of
Messieurs Grant Forbes and Co. of this city ; the other fifty dollars were

" received from a gentleman in Richmond, Virginia, by the hands of
Messieurs Bailey and Bogert.
A . 0
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shorter, has been proportionably more active, and
that the success attending the practice of the Hos-
pital has been greater this season than the former:
as the number of deaths in 1803 considerably ex-

ceeded one-half of the cases, and, as before.remark-
ed, during the current year, amounted only toabout

one-third.

The City Inspector wishes it to be understood,
that the comparison is made from no invidious mo-
tive, and without the most remote idea of reflection
on the former services at the Hospitul, but sclely
for the satisfaction of the Board, and to furnish data
for reflection and calculation, whether the treat-
ment of this awful malady is not better understood,
and that a reasonable hope may be entertained, that
at no distant day it will be divested of its horrors,
and become more controulable and less mortal, by
the skill and experience of medical professors.

By the return from the Marine Hospital it ap-
pears, that from the 18th day of July to the 28th of
October, the number of patients sent from this
City, amounted to ' 64
Of whom died of malignant fever, o8
Discharged enred, . . oL . . 20
Remained of chronic complaints, 6

Total, Gk

The total number of cases reported at the Office
from the 5th_of September to the 25th of October
inclusive, amounted to 600
The total number of deaths which occur-

red in this City and at Bellevue Hospi-

tal during the same period, as published

in the daily bulletins, was . . . . 245
To which are to be added the deaths that

have happened since the reports were
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houses, stores, docks or wharves; but that three dif-
ferent vessels, from three different ports of the West-
Indies, had arrived at, and unloaded on, the wharves
ofthis district, without performing quarantine or being
cleansed ; that one had lost two men with Yellow
Fever, at St. Croix ; another was suspected to be in-
f?c:ted, by the owner; and that the third had had
sickness on the homeward bound passage: that the
mhabitants of this district and the vessels were remov-
ed on the 26th of July, and that the fever ceased;
that about the middle of August, many of the inha-
‘bitants returned to their habitations in this district ;
that they have been there ahout a fortnight, and no
sickness had recurred, notwithstanding no alteration
has been made in the condition of this district, except
six loads of sand put into one dock, merely because
two privies were over it, but which were not, in any
‘manner, remarkably filthy; that many of the sick
had been on board of the suspected vessels; and final-
ly, that they had been much affected by the extreme
offensiveness of the bilge-water of these vessels.

“ I'rom the foregoing premises, I think we may
fairly infer, that the fever was the Yellow or Malig-
nant Fever, and that it had its origin, or stoud, some-
how or other, connected with one or all three of the
vessels above-mentioned. This is, at least, my opi-
nion, decidedly ; and not only of the fever of this year,
but in each epidemic Yellow Fever in this town, I
think I have the most unequivocal evidence of its ini-
portation ; and even in almost every sporadic case, I
have been able to trace a connection with a source
of foreign origin, either at the time, or perhaps, by
knowledge of it obtained a long time after.

¢« Two such instances have come to my knowledoe
lately. -

« Now, notwithstanding my belief that the contd-
T
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“ As to the quegtion of its contagious characters,
1 can neither admit the absolute negative mentioned
by some physicians, nor the general and constant
case supposed by several others. The latter is con~
troverted by too many incontestible facts; and the
former, that is, the negative, seems to me inconsistent
with the very origin of the disorder ; for if marsh
miasmata and putrid matter possess the property of
exciting it, surely @ fortiori, the miasmata of an in-
fected human body must have this quality, their affi-
nity with the living fluids being mach greater. Ac-
cordingly, it was remarked im Philadelphia in 1797,
that several families, in returning frem the country
to their hoases in town, in which some persons had
been sick or died, without taking care to purify it
from infection, were immediately seized with the dis-
order, notwithstanding the weather was cold, and it
had disappeared. At Norfolk, it was still a more
general remark, that they who had removed from
the city, were more exposed to catch the disorder,
than they who remained constantly in its atmos-
phere ; and this case corresponds with that of stran-
gers, particularly from the north, who were. ob-
served at Philadelphia, New-York, &c. to be parti-
cularly liable to attack.

« The men of theory endeavour to explain this
singularity by saying, that strangers are more sus-
ceptible of the fever in consequence of asuperabun-
dance of oxygen being infused into the blood, by the
purer air of Europe or the country. But not to men-
tion that this superabundance of oxygen is merely
hypothetical, the ideas we have of oxygen gas, essen-
tially conducive to health, are so cohtrary to it, that
we have a right to demand stronger proofs ; and to
assert, as they do, that oxygen is more abundant in
low situations than high, is a new supposition in che-
mistry, so much the less admirable, as the most
learned chemists in Europe consider the contrary as






























CHAPTER VII.

DESULTORY OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS.

- IN adverting to the different tables, which have
been published, in the preceding part of this work,
and in reflecting upon various occurrences which took
place during the prevalence of the late epidemic,
several observations present themselves to the mind,
which, it is thought, may be deemed interesting to
the public in general, particularly as they are not ad-
vanced for the purpose of supporting any one theory,
but merely with a view to state facts, from which the
intelligent reader can, at leisure, draw his own con-
clusions,

In the first place, the reeord of deaths kept at the
Marine Hospital, and published in page 111 of this
pamphlet, will shew, that six persons, viz. Christo-
pher Hibbron, James Dougherty, Isabella Adams,
Mrs. Pfifer, Andrew Stayley, and Daniel Young,
who were sent from this city to the Marine Hospi-
tal, died of Malignant Fever, previous to any person
being sent thither from any of the shipping. Two
other persons, viz. William Aylesbury, and James
Kirkwood, had, likewise, been sent down, ill of the
saw  ‘sease, previous to the 30th day of August,
wicw Joshua Haines, of the snow Mehitabel, who
was the first seaman infected with the fever this sea-
son, was lodged in the hospital, leaving an interval
of forty-three days, between the time that Hibbron
was sent down, viz. on the 18th of July, and the re-
moval of Haines, on the 20th of August. Aylesbury
and Kirkwood recovered.

od. Mr. James Dougherty, who was remocved

from No. 128 Water-street, to the Marine Hospital,

on the 80th of July, on which day, he likewise died,
Z
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Richard Tabele* and Mrs. Tabele®, corner Nassau
and Fair. .
Mis. Cray* and George Jeweson, 22 Garden.
Mis. Sarah Coles* and Miss E. Snow, 25 Water.
Margaret Baisely* and Deborab Smith* 47, Gold.
Anthony Dwyre*, Margaret Foley#, and James
~ Cushing#*, 7 Hague. ;
Susan and Mary Myers, 2 Beaver-lane.
Jane and Margaret Armstrong, Mrs. Moore, and a
boy 10 years old, 10 Depeyster-street.
James Fifer and Samuel Bell, 359 Pearl.
Two children of Mis. Tiebout, 358 Pearl, (one died).

15th. There is reason to fear, that the officious in-
terference of friends with the prescriptions of the phy-
sician, has frequently been productive of the most
_fatal consequences to the afllicted. Of several in-
stances of this sort, which might be mentioned, I
shall content myself with one. A practitioner, upon
visiting one of his patients, whom he found considera-
bly better, and as he had reason to believe, out of
danger, on leaving the house, gave directions to the
attendants to perseverein the observance of a cooling
regimen. A brother of the sick man, however, think-
ing that a more speedy cure could be brought about
than was likely to be effected by the skill of the doc-
tor, and having heard the practice of sweating highly
recommended in cases of fever, administered to the
sick man, a drink so hot, that he complained of his
mouth and throat being scalded, as he swallowed it.
The consequence was, that instead of recovering, as
there were great reason to expect, he died within a
few hours thereafter, of symptoms highly malignant.
In the above, as well as in other cases of a similar
nature, I am far from supposing, that persons thus
disobeying the directions of physicians, were actuated
by improper motives. To say the least, however,
such conduct is highly injudicious; for what chanee
has a practitioner of being useful to his patient, un-
less his prescriptions be attended to, or indeed, why
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of hei:_]E removed to Bellevue, was very remarkable,
of which 1 shall mention the following instance. I
had, one morning, fallen in with a man sick of the
disease, in a low cellar, where he was, in a great mea-
sure, destitute of every comfort and convenience, and
I was informed by his physician, that his wife, who
had only been a short time in the country, and had
never seen a case of Malignant Fever, was pursuing
2 mode of treatment diametrically opposite to what
he prescribed.  Asfrom every thing that I saw and
heard, I had reason to fear, that the man, if permit-
ted to remain where he was, would die, I was anxi-
ous that he should be sent to Bellevue, where I
thought be would have a considerable chance of re-
covery. With a view to induce him to consent to
this measure, I attempted to point out the advan-
tages which 1 believed would result from it, and was
happy to find, that my observations had . the desired
effect, as he expressed himself willing to go. His
wife, however, and another female, accosted him with
tears, in a language which ['did not understand, the
purpoit of which, as I afterwards learnt, was to dis-
suade him from his intention; but to this be still ad-
hered. To induce his wife to acquiesce, I'informed
her, that the Board would be pleased, that she
should accompany him ; but this was to no purpose.
Finding the man,therefore,perfectly reconciled, I re-
quested that the sick hearse should be sent for him ;
but still apprehending some reluctance on the part of
the woman, I deemed it advisable to accompany the
drivers, not doubting that I should be able to prevail
npon her to acquiesce in a measure, which I sincerely
believed, might be conducive to her husband’s reco-
very ; but what was my surprize, upon opening the
door, to find' a large knife presented to my breast ?
As I'had no serious intention of resorting to coercive
measures, an argument much less cogent would have
certainly induced me to relinquish my design. I,
therefore, left the place with the gloomy presentiment
of what was to happen. The man died within twen-
ty hours thereafter.



CHAPTER VIIL

OF THE VARIOUS MODES OF CURE ADOPTED IN THE
MALIGNANT FEVER.

IN a disease, which has been so peculiatly fatal to
the inhabitants of various places in the United States,
a considerable diversity of opinion, asmight natu-
rally be expected has existed amongst practitioners
concerning the most successful mode of cure. Su-
dorifics, the copious use of mercury, and excessive
bleeding have each had their respective advocates ;
and 1 am persuaded, it may be asserted without fear
of contradiction, that in certain cases of malignant
fever, each of these methods has been _seva;al_l}r.%ound.
to be productive of the most beneficial consequences.
To any one, however, who has been much conver-
sant with the disease, it is evident, that it appears in
a variety of different forms. Hence that mode of
treatment, which, in one instance, might effect a ra-
dical cure, might in another of the very same disor-
der, when under a different grade and modification,
tend greatly to aggravate the unfavourable symp-
toms and terminate in a speedy dissolution. The
Judicious practitioner, therefore, in prescribing to his
patients, is less influenced by the name of the dis-
ease than by the symptoms and circamstances at-
tending it. These he will examine with the greatest
care and attention, and after having formed his opi-
nicn respecting the nature of the case, will resort to-
such remedies as it may seem to require.

After having introduced these preliminary obser-
vations, I shall lay before my readers Dr. Currie’s
letter to Dr. Hosack, communicating his mode of
treating the disease, the observations of the learned
Dr. Chisholm of Grenada, relative to the use of mer-
cury, and some observations on the utility of blood
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due attention to the state of the bowels, they em.
ployed the bath of a much higher temperature, than
in the preceding stage, and immediately after its use,
they applied blisters and sinapisms to different parts,
and especially to those most affected, directing at
the same time additional covering, and such mild

alatable drinks, as upon trial were found to remain
Eest on the stomach....When the patient complain-
ed of a burning sensation in that organ, calcined
magnesia was administered in large doses, and fre-
quently repeated, and when the bowels were not
sufficiently free, laxative injections. But the hot
bath followed by blisters and sinapisms, extensively
aﬂplied, appeared to produce the most beneficial
effects. - Ty coate

“ In this disordered state of the stomach, however,
when these remedies failed, they had recourse to
stimulating injections, particularly to the spirits of
turpentine, which were exhibited mixed with a suf-
ficient quantity of warm water, from half an ounce
to an ounce or more, and repeated at short intervals,
till they occasioned considerable tenesmus, after
which, the stomach gemerally became so well settled,
as to retain any medicine or nutriment that was
thought necessary. Perhaps the tincture of aloes
would have been still more effectual, in bringing on
this counteracting symptom, than the turpentine.

“ This practice which was prosecuted with that:
zeal and assiduity, which does honour to the human-
ity of the physicians, and conducted with a diseri-
mination which does credit to their judgment, has
certainly been much more successful than that of
former years ; for, although a considerable portion
of the patients were admitted in the last stage of the
disease, and consequently in a hopeless condition,
nearly two thirds recovered, whereas in former years
when blood-letting and mercury were almost exclu-
sively “ the order of the day,” more than half died.
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** Marks of gangrene were seldom observed in the
stomachs of those that died, though preceded by
symptoms which strongly indicated its existence for
some time before the decease of the patient. The
black matter usually found in the stomach, had none
of the characters nty either blood or bile, for white
paper dipt into it, was neither stained red, purple,
yellow, nor green, but appeared like it does when
diptin the fluid of a gangrene. Yet from the extra-
vasations of blood, which always appeared on differ-
ent parts of the surface of the stomachs of those who
had vomited black matter, and the florid and exten-
sive extravasation observed in the stomachs of some
which appeared on the fourth day of the disease, who
had not only thrown up very black but flaky matter,
Iam of opinion thatthe dark coloured flaky particles
which give to the contents of the stomach the ap-
pearance of coffee-grounds, are only small portions
of mucus, coloured by the dissolved and black blood
which oozes into it....It cannot be bile altered inits
colour, in consequence of a morbid state of the se-
cretory vessels of the liver, because those vessels are
seldom found in a diseased state, and because the
bile in the gall-bladder, generally retains its natural
colour, nor can the matter which resembles coffee-
grounds, be bile changed in its colour and proper-
ties, after its entrance into the stemach ; because
this appearance is often found in the stomachs of per-
sons who have had no vomiting at all, and without
some vomiting, or at least some efforts to vomit, no
bile can gain admission into the stomach.,

¢ Nor can this appearance be owing to portions
of the abraded villous coat of the stomach, because
ulcerations are seldom observed, without which,
or the existence of gangrene, it could not be
abraded.”

The fc;ilawing is the opinion of the learned and
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respectable Dr. Chisholm, concerning the use of
mercury in this disease. In his Essay on the Malig-
nant Pestilential fever, introduced into the West-
India Islands,from Boullam, on the coast of Guinea,
as it appeared in 1793, 1794, 1795, and 1796, second
London edition, vol. 1, page 351. .

“ I was encouraged” says he, * to the practice
of using mercury in this disease, by the appearance
1 perceived in the two first bodies I opened.—
“J])f'he liver was evidently the most diseased part,
and I knew that mercury was specific in all uﬂ? |
mations of that organ; besides, it was, at all events,
better to try a doubtful one, than remediesof no effi-
cacy. I accordingly administered calomel; either
combined with nitre, camphor, and the antimonial
powder, or in the form of a pill.  After many trials
of both, I preferred the last, chiefly on account of
the nitre and camphor disagreeing with the sto-
mach, The pill was generally composed of five
grains of calomel, two of the antimonial powder,
and one of opium, and repeated four times in the
twelve hours, or eight in the twenty-four, I cen-
fess it was with.no small degree of anxiety,Iventured
on this practice, unwarranted by any other author-
ity than dissection and my own observation ; but
its success justified my temerity. If salivation was
speedily raised, the danger was removed, and the
patient recovered. Butin order to effect this, it
was, frequently necessary to increase the quantity,
and number of the doses ; and in several instances
I pushed it to what I then considered an almost in-
credible length, with astonishing success. In one
case, in particular, in whom signs of recovery did
not appear tili the twenty-first day, fully 400 grains
were given before the salivary glands were affected.

< have here stated my practice, and the extent
I thought myself warranted to carry the mercurial
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treatment, during the presence of the pestilence 1n
1793. As it then not unfrequently happened, from
the necessary timidity a practitioner feels whoadopts
a new remedy in the treatment of one of the most
dangerous and destructive maiadies the human frame
1s subject to, that that remedy was not always push-
ed to the length which secures its efficacy : so on
the re-appearance of the disease in 1794, I was de.
termined to give calomel earlier, and in much great-
er quantity than the preceding year.  Accordingly,
instead of preceding the administration of this excel-
lent remedy, with the usual evacuating medicines, 1
began with it, and continued withqut the interposi-
tion of any other, till salivation took place. The
success attending this practice, exceeded my most
‘sanguine expectation ; so great indeed, was it, that
I did not lose a single patient in whose case it was
pushed to the full extent. My practice will, no
doubt, by many, be considered as unwarrantably
bold ; but as its wonderful success has been expe-
rienced by several other practitioners, who can bear
testimony to it, I feel not the smallest hesitation in
recommending it with all the fervour which an ear.
nest wish to save the lives of men, and the fullest
conviction of, what, I am almost inclined to say, its
infallibility can give rise to.

“ My mode of using the calomel aftgr the re-ap-
pearance of the malignant pestilential feyer in 1794,
was to give ten grains, either alone, or with an equal
or a double quantity of jalap, to an adult patient as
soon as possible after I saw him. This generdlly
acts asan evacuant in the degree required, about an
hour or two after it is given. At the end of three
hours [ repeated the dose of calomel. At the end
of three hours more,the same quantity.is given, add-
ing opium or not, as the preceding doses have acted.
In this manner ten grains of calomel were given
every three hours, till the salivary glands became
affected, which generally happened in less than twen-
t-four howrs from the commencement of the treat.
























