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50 WHITE SWELLING.

I heat, pain, or inlammation come on, apply cloths dips
ped in cold water, or filled with snow ; use injections,
while you send for a surgeon.

e —

WHITE SWELLING.

THE large joints, such as the knee, ancle, and elhow,
are most liable to attacks of this malady.

In the first stage of this disease, the skin is not at all
altered in colour. In most cases the tumor is trivial, al-
though the pain is severe and felt commonly at one point
of the articulation. The swelling at first occupies the little
hollows of the joints, but soon becomes general. The
patient soon only touches the ground with the tip of his
toes, and the limb becomes stiff and crooked. These are
the appearances in the first stage.

At length the diseased joint appears of an enormous
size, the skin not much altered but smooth and shining,
with a few red veins running over it. Soon openings
appear and discharges from them ; sometimes these lieal,
but soon break out again. 'T'he health fails, and hectic
fever comes on.

TreatMENT.—A continual discharge is to be kept up
by blisters from the part, first from one side, then the oth-
er, or issues may be used, however they are thought not
so good. 'The common blistering salve may be used ;
or bruised roots of the ranunculus, vulgarly ealled but-
ter-cups, (see American Remedies,) will do equally well,
and some think better.

All other means are totally unequal to the cure of this
formidable disease, and no time should be lost. The
treatment for this disease here laid down is designed for









DISLOCATION OF THE NECK. 53

DISLOCATION OF THE LOWER JAW.

Tue lower jaw may be dislocated by yawning, blows,
falls, chewing hard substances, and the like. It is easily
known by the patient’s inability to shut his mouth, or to
eat any thing, as the teeth of the under jaw do not cor-
respond to those of the upper; besides, the chin is either
thrown down or toward one side, and the patient is nei-
ther able to speak distinctly, nor to swallow without con-
siderable difficulty.

T'his dislocation is commonly reduced thus: Set the
patient on a low stool, so that an assistant may hold the
head firm by pressing it against his breast. The opera-
tor is then to thrust his thumbs (being first secured by
wrapping them in leather or linen cloth, that they may
not slip,) as far back into the patient’s mouth as he can,
while his fingers are applied to the jaw externally. Af-
ter he hag got firm hold of the jaw, he is to press it firm-.
ly downwards and backwards, by which means the elap-
sed heads of the jaw may be easily pushed into the former
sockets,

i
DISLOCATION OF THE NECK.

Tne neek may be dislocated by falls, violent blows,
or the like. In this case if the patient receives no as-
sistance, he soon dies, which makes the people believe
that his neek was broken. It is however for the most
part, only parfially dislocated, and may be reduced by
any resolute person.

When the neck is dislocated, the person is deprived of

all sense and motion, his neck swells, his countenance
5 #*















58 BROKEN BONES:

I would not be understood to suppose that force alone
is sufficient for the reduction of dislocations. Skill and
address will often succeed better than force. A disloca-
tion of the thigh has been set by one man, after all the
forece that could be exerted by six had proved ineffec-
tual.

The parts injured by dislocalions, require rest, aften
ward easy motion to enable them to regain their wonf.
ed vigor.

+

BROEEN BONES.

THERE 1s, in most country villages some person who
pretends to the art of setting bones. Though, in gene-
ral, such persons are very Ignm"mt yet som ruf them are
very successful ; which evldently proves;sthat a small

degree of learning, with a sufficient sharé of common
sense and a mechanical head, will enable 2. man to be
useful in this way. We would advige, huwﬁver, peugle
never to employ such persons when a skilful and expert
surgeon can be had ; but when this is impracticable, they
must be employed. We shall therefore recommend the
following hints to their considerations.

When a large bone is broken, the patient’s diet
should, in all respects, be the same as in inflammatory fe-
ver. His body should be kept open by emollient glysters,
the food of an opening quality, as roasted apples, &e. He
should keep quiet and cool. In all cases however, persons
who have been accustomed to high living may indulge
more than those who have been more abstemious. Too
sudden a reduction of living may have fatal effects on the

gluttonous and wine bibbers. There is often a necessity




BROKEN BONES. 59

for indulging even in bad habits, those patients who have
already injured their own constitutions.

It will be generally necessary to bleed fhe patient im-
mediately after a fracture, especially if he be young, of a
full habit, or has, at the same fime, received any bruise
or contusion. When several of the ribs are broken,
bleeding is peculiarly necessary.

If any of the large bones which support the body are
broken, the patient must keep his bed for several weeks.
It is by no means necessary, however, that he should be
all that time, as is customary, on his back. This situation
sinks the spirits, galls and frets the skin, and renders the
patient very uneasy ; alter the second week he may be
gently raised op, and may set several hours, supported
by a bed chair, or the like which will greatly relieve him.
Great care, however, must be taken in raising him up,
and laying him down, that he makes no exertion him-
self, otherwise the action of the muscles may pull the
bones out of place.

It is of great importance to keep the patient dry and
clean while in this situation ; by neglecting this he is often
g0 galled and excoriated, that heis forced to keep chang-
ing his place for ease.

It is a bad custom to keep the limb for weeks upon the
stretch. It is uneasy to the patient and unfavourable to
the cure. The best situation is to keep the limb a little
bent. This is the posture into which every animal puts
itself when it goes to rest, and in which fewest muscles
are upon the stretch. Itis easily effected by putting
the patient on his side, or making the bed so as to favour
this position of the limb.

If the bone upon examination be found shattered in a
number of pieces, or a large blood vessel is wounded, or
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accompanied with.a wound of the soft parts, an experi-
enced surgeon should be sent for.

All that art can do towards the cure of a broken bone,
is to lay it perfectly straight, and to keep it quite easy.
All tight bandages do hurt. They had much better be
wanting altogether. A great many of the bad consequen-
ces which succeed to broken bones, are owing to tight
bandages. 'This is one of the ways in which excess of
art does mischiel. Some of the most sudden cures of
broken bones, which were ever known, happened when
no bandages were applied at all. Some method howe-
ver must be taken to keep the member steady ; but
this may be done many ways without bracing it with a
tight bandage.

'T'he best method of retention is by two or more splints
of leather or pasteboard. These if moistened, before
‘they are applicd, soon assume the shape of the liinb, and
are sufficient, by the assistance of a slight bandage, for
all the purposes of retention. 'I'he twelve or eighteen
tailed bandage is much easier applied and removed than
- long rollers, and answer all the purposes of retention equal-
ly well.

The splints should be as long as the limb, with holes
cut for the ancle if the leg be fractured.

In fractures of the ribs, where a bandage is not alone
sufficient, a strap of adhesive plaster will assist in keep-
ing the parts in place.

The patient should keep himself quite easy, and avoid
any thing which may occasion sneezeing, laughing,
coughing, and the like. '

"‘I'he most proper external application for a fracture, is
a mixture of vinegar and water. 'I'he bandages should
be wet frequently with this, if pain or inflammation come
on.



















66 BUBO.

with bread crumb may be taken every night or two, but
not to purge, yet so as slightly to affect the gums, con-
tinued till all symptoms of the disease disappear. If
swelled testicle come on, lay by the pills till it is abated,
then resume it. See dmerican Remedics, No. 8, 10, 112,
147,

- ————

CHANCRE.

VENEREAL sores may be sprinkled daily with red pre-
cipitate or calomel, and covered with lint or soft salve.
Attend strictly to cleanliness. Take the calomel pill
mentioned as in elap.

i —

BUBO.

A sWELLING in the groin; should be rubbed with blue
ointment of mercury. A lump of unguntum as big as a
hazle nut should be rubbed on the inside of the thigh,
every night, increase the quantity till you use double that”
mentioned. |

If the bubo is too forward to be dispersed, a soft poul-
tice may be applied over it to promote suppuration. In
due time they may be opened as a boil. After opening
it may be treated with lint, red precipitate, and strict
cleanliness.

During the cure of every form of the venereal disease,
the pill preseribed for clap may be used as there direct-
ed, avoiding spirits, spices, &c. If the mouth become
sore, a gargle of Borax half an ounce, honey one ounce,
rose tea, or soft water boiling one pint, may be used, and
the medicine omitted for a short time.
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GLEET.

Br the term Gleet we understand a continued running,
or discharge, after the inflammatory symptoms of clap
have subsided, being attended with pain, scalding in mak-
ing water, &c.

Gleets are always attended with a relaxed constitution,
and may come without previous venereal infection, or
may come long after such affection have bheen cured, by
excessive venery and other debilitating causes ; a simple
gleet is never infectious.

TreaTMENT.—Cold sea bathing cures more gleets than
the use of the common cold bath. Balsams, turpentine,
and tincture of cantharides taken internally are useful,
and will effect a cure soon if at all, and need not be long
continued. Injections of white vitriol, oak bark, alum,
lead, &c. may be used, and usually cure.

A solution of corrosive sublimate, two grains in eight
ounces of water is a powerful injection, but should not be
used in irritable habits.

Bongies are a powerful means in the hands of surgeons,
or well informed apothecaries.

o

SCALD HEAD.

Ax infectious disease. It consisis of an eruption of
pustles among the hair, contfaining a substance like hon-
ey, and soon forming large white or yellow scales; the
disease spreads over the head, and sometimes down the
body, and is frequently mistaken for the ifch. Unless
the disease is attacked at its very commencement, the
hair must be clipped, alter having softened the scales and
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MARASMUS, 197

the prompt interposition of which much eventual distress,
and even death itsell may be prevented.

But other considerations weigh with me also, when I
call for this assiduity, DMarasmus has a close connexion
with other formidable diseases, and either precedes or
seems to accompany them ; of these, I shall at present
notice two, hydrocephalus, (waler in the brain,) and epi-
lepsy, ( faliing siclness.)

Hydrocephalus internus, the bane of infancy and of
childhood, a discase big with mueh suffering, and of a fa-
tal tendency, has at all times occupied the attention of
physicians. They have endeavoured to investigate its
nature, to assign the causes which induce it, and to pro-
pose curative indications. Different sentiments on these
subjects have led them to employ numerous and discor-
dant remedies. Nevertheless, even now they are not at
one as to the causes of hydrocephalus, so involved are
these in obscurity. Neither have they made the most
distant approaches towards the discovery of a certain re-
medy for it.

This much is known, that hydocephalus often steals
slowly on, with symptoms resembling those of incipient
marasmus. 'T'ill some better theory, therefore, is estab-
lished, it is not unreasonable to suppose, that the maras-
mus, of which I have treated, may on some occasions
/give rise to hydrocephalus, by impairing the vigour of
the constitution, and by favouring serous effusion (watery
collection) into the ventricles (inferstices between the folds
of the brain, when the water w!a@-ed’m dropsy of the
head) of the brain.

This conjecture merits the greaterattenhnn on this
account, that while the symptoms of hydrocephalus re-
semble those of incipient and even of confirmed maras-
























