Observations on the utility and administration of purgative medicines in
several diseases / by James Hamilton.

Contributors

Hamilton, James, 1749-1835.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation

Philadelphia : Printed for Benjamin Johnson ... and Collins and Perkins ..., New
York, 1809.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/r9jj535p

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/












































































22 CENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON

This advice, however, cannot be always followed, and
it may not always remove costiveness and the ills: which
proceed from it. In this case,as well asinthe cusﬂven:.:an
which accompanies disease, the interposition of purgative
medicines will be necessary.

In infancy the alvine evacuation is more abundant, more
frequent, and more fluid than in after periods of life. In
mature years, the belly is generally moved once in twenty-
four hours. In the healthy state the feces, although soft,
preserve a form too well known to require description ;
they are of a yellow colour, and they give out a certain
odour. But when the feces are evacuated less frequently
t'.an the age of a person requires; when they are in¢u-
rated ; when their natural colour is changed, and when
they acquire peculiar fetor, they indecate derangement of
the stomach and bowels, whence the approach of disease,
if disease be not already formed, may be apprehended.

I am not ignorant that costiveness, even to a considera-
ble extent, will prevail in robust and otherwise healthy
people, without immediate injury. Insuch instances, the
circulating and absorbent systems are active and power-
ful; in consequence of which the fluid contents of the
intestines, may be so quickly and so completely absorbed,
as to leave a comparatively small mass, incapable from its
bulk, of giving a stimulus sufficient to excite the propensi-
ty to evacuate the bowels ; but which, by gradual and slow
accumulation, acquires this bulk, and is at last voided un-
der the appearance of an indurated stool.

This constitutional costiveness is of dangerous tenden-
¢y, and however desirable it may be to rectify it, the ton-
sideration of it is not comprehended in my present plan,
which embraces only a few diseases, of which, I consider
costiveness to be the cause, or in which I apprehend it to
be aleading or permanent symptom.,




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































