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MEDICAL MORALS. 15

This was on Tuesday. Mrs. Albee arrived the same evening. The
funeral was appointed at two o'clock, P. M., the next day. Mrs.
Angell, with her husband, who had arrived home from an absence
during the day, consulted with Mrs. Albee as to what should be done.
Mrs. Albee said they must have another council of physicians and a
reéxamination, for nothing else would satisfy the public mind, and
the doctors there only wanted to have the body fairly buried, and
then they would have Mrs. Angell arrested, and would thus soon be
rid of further competition from a female practitioner. This course
was decided upon; but the next difficulty was to know what physi-
cians to summon. Mrs. Albee was acquainted with two, on whose
integrity and disinterestedness she could rely — Dr. Dixon, of her
own village, Damarizscotta, and Dr. Chase, of Thomaston ; and Dr.
Kennedy, of Warren, had offered his professional counsel and assist-
ance to Mrs. Angell whenever she might need. It was now too late
to send that night, but next morning they telegraphed for two of
these physicians, and sent a messenger for the third, who fortunately
all arrived by noon. Much, however, was still to be done, and only
two hours remained before the funeral. The chairman of the select-
men being absent, Mr. Angell had applied to one of the others to
have the burial services stayed ; but, about one o'clock, he learned
that this officer had not attended to his request, but had left town.

By this time, the funeral procession had nearly reached the church
in the village, from the place of its departure, four miles out. As
the time grew shorter, difficulties seemed to increase. There was
great excitement against Mrs. Angell. She was told that they were
going to post up handbills warning her to leave town within such a
time, or she would be arrested. Some talked of tars and feathers,
riding on a rail, and other violence; and Mrs. Angell feared that,
unless the examination should be had that day, the following night
would bring peril to her life.

While the one party were doing their best to prevent the burial,
the other, aware of the fact, scemed as anxiously hastening to bury
the dead out of their sight. For, though the funeral was appointed
at the church at two o'clock, the procession—in and about which
there was at least one physician aiding and expediting — was, con-
trary to all precedent, conducted directly to the burying ground, and
the body unceremoniously deposited, and the filling of the grave
commenced, regardless of the services which were in progress at the
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The above Plate, copied from  Magrier's Midwifery Illustrated " — edition of Dr.
Doane, New York — represents some of the indelicate duties of male physicians.
Fifty thousand men, composing the medical profession in the United States, are
e ed in such an occupation !
nﬁﬂ'ighe present pmcrimpl';' medicine, especially obstetries, must be set down not only
as having an immoral tendency, but as, in itself, a 83, abusive, and shameless
immorality.” — Rev. Wy, HosMER, in the Young s
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natural position, and the accoucheur cannot be mistaken. The mode
of proceeding is as follows : the female stands erect; her back, sup-
ported by some vertical plane, should remain motionless during the
operation ; her legs are separated, and the pelvis carried forward ;
the hands hang down, or are gently crossed on the abdomen; and
the whole form should be perfectly at ease. The accoucheur then
oils the index finger of one hand, introduces it by the posterior com-
missure within the vagina, passes it up to the neck of the uterus,
which is generally situated to the right and backward ; by examining
carefully, he determines its extent and size, its degree of resistance
and flaccidity ; if the os tinc® be open, the end of the finger is care-
fully introduced to judze how much it is shortened, and thus to
determine the period of pregnancy. While the accoucheur thus
passes the index finger within the vagina, he must place the palm of
the opposite hand on the abdomen to judge of the changes ]ibmduued
by the progress and development of pregnancy, in the figure and size
of the uterus.

“ Of Touching—the Female reclining. [Sce plate, page 25.] The
mode of touching while the female is reclining differs a little from that
just mentioned, and must be practised whenever the preceding mode
would not afford the same results. It is most advantageous during
the first three or four months of pregnancy. During labor, both
methods can be employed with the same success; but after parturi-
tion, and during the period of lying-in, the female to be touched must
always be in a horizontal posture, and consequently lying down. In
order to practise it successfully, the head of the female must be
gently flexed on the chest, the legs upon the thighs, which are slightly
separated. The accoucheur should stand on the right side of the
female if he touches with the right hand, and vice versa if the left
hand be used ; the index finger of one hand is introduced into the
vagina, as before, and the other hand is placed on the abdomen.
But as the neck exhibits no indieation of pregnancy until the fourth
month, he must merely raise the body of the uterus, balancing it
slightly between the two hands, while he executes the operation.

“No advantage can be derived from placing the hand upon the
abdomen during labor ; the finger introduced into the vagina is alone
sufficient to make known whatever precedes and accompanies the
termination of labor. This is not the case, however, after the child
is born, and during lving-in. In the latter case, it is often necessary






MEDICAL MORALS. a5

_=E

“._ i

The above Plate, copied from ** Magrier's Midwifery Illustrated ” — edition of Dr.
Daane, New York — sents some of the common duties of male physicians,

It is estimated that there are ten thousand births, daily, in the United States ; and
consequently ten thousand women are every day treated as above represented.

“ I view the present practice of calling on men, in ordinary births, as a source of
serious evils to childbearing ; as an imposition upon the credulity of women and the
fears of their husbhands ; as a means of sacrificing delicacy, and l:n-nm:quentlf virtue,"—
Tuouas Ewerw, M. D., Honorary Member of the Philadelphia Medical Society, &c., &e.














































































