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This I shall be happy to do, after premising that, while I recollect
‘the main facts with perfect distinctness, the miner omes may be
transposed in my memory as to time and place.

You probably have seen the statement made by me, on the
application of a committee of the House of Representatives, of
““the first surgical operation under the influence of ether, em-
ployed for the prevention of pain;’* this operation took place on
the 17th or 18th of October, 1846, and was done by me at the
request of Dr. Morton, as stated in my reply to the committee.
A few days after it was performed, there was a meeting of gentle-
men for scientific purposes at my house ; among whom were Dr.
A. A. Gould, distinguished for his scientific labors, and Dr. it 1
Jackson, whose reputation is well known ; the former gentleman
and myself were in conversation on the unexpected and marvel-
ous influence exerted by ether in preventing pain, when Dr. Gould
said, *“ here is Dr. Jackson, who knows something of the matter.”’
On hearinﬁ this I turned to Dr. Jackson, who was a few steps from
us, and asked whether he knew any thing of the article that had
been employed, what it was, and whether there was any morphine
dissolved in it? Without any appearance of excitement, smiling
at the time, he said, *“O yes, 1 told Morton of it, advising him
at the same time to be cautious how he used it or he would kill
somebody, and recommended to him to secure himself against too
great a responsibility by requesting you to perform a surgical
operation under its influence.” He then told us that he suggested
it to Dr. Morton, in consequence of an application from the latter
to give him something that should prevent pain in a severe dental
operation. From the period of this conversation to the present
time, although frequently addressed on the subject by Drs. Jack-
son, Morton and others, I have never learned any fact which has
led me to doubt that Dr. C. T. Jackson suggested to Dr. Morion
the employment of ether as an anesthetic agent, previous fo any
dental operation performed by him under its influence.

As to my requesting Dr. Jackson to go to the hospital for the
purpose of administering the an®sthetic agl-fnt, I have no distinct
recollection on the subject; but I think it highly probable, under
the existing circumstances, I did make such a request.

In the month of November following, I attended a meetin
composed of gentlemen of education, cultivators of science, whic
seem to have been assembled by Dr. Jackson, for the purpose of
displaying the grounds on which he rested his claim to this dis-
covery in regard to ether; the facts then advanced, confirmed me
in the belief I had previously entertained, and, so far as I know,
had the same effect upon the minds of all present. In regard to
the note written by me to Dr. Jackson, I have no recollection of
its contents, although I have reason to believe 1 did write a note
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I take the liberty of sending you the report of the trustees of
the hospital to the corporation, at their annual meeting in Janu-
ary, 1843, which was, as I presume you are aware, drawn up by
the chairman of their committee, Mr. N, I. Bowditch. It was
read by him. il my memory serves me right, to the trustees prior
to the meeting of the corporation, at which time a question was
raised whether the institution might not, in some sense, be consi-
dered as taking sides in the miserable controversy, then at its
height, between Messrs. Jackson and Morton; but as most of the
facts stated by the committee were of public notoriety, and as the
committee, in introducing the subject, on pages 10 and 11, refer
to it simply as a discovery first brought into successful use at our
hospital, and in their note, pages 45 and 46, and particularly on
page 47, distinctly disavow any judicial power, and as the trus-
tees felt the public were deeply interested in all that had any
bearing on the case, they offered the report to the corporation,
fully satisfied that the conclusions stated on pages 43 and 44, by
the committee, were correct.

I believe I have, from time to time, read all that has been pub-
lished either by Dr. Jackson or Morton, or any of their friends,
on the subject of this ether controversy; butmeither of them have
ever appeared before me to support their claims, except in the
public prints; and there, I regret to say, to my mind, neither
appear to advantage.

have always considered Mr. Bowditch as the author of the
whole of the report of the trustees in January, 1848, it being usual
with us, when appointing the committee on the annual report, to
make that gentleman the chairman who was known to be willing
to draw up the report.

I have no personal acquaintance with either Dr. Jackson or
Morton, but would state that Dr. Jackson was well known to
most, if not all the trustees acting with me in 1847 and 1848;
and I am sure no disposition was entertained by any one to do
him the slightest injustice in consequence of our conclusion as tc
his claims to the discovery of etherization.

Apologising for nccupyin%lso much of your valuable time,

I have the honor to remain,
Your very obedient servant,
CHARLES AMORY.
Hon. Epwarp Stanry,

Member Ef the Select Committee on the Ether question
in the House of Representatives, Washington.









