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PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION, XXVil

he would have accomplished more. His nosological system is
founded upon his physiological principles ; which, stripped of ex-
traneous matter, may be told in few words, so far as they are
applicable to the present subject. The brain, as a collective or-
gan, is the fountain of life and sensation, and sends forth fibres of
different kinds and for different purposes; which are excited, and
tommunicate perceptions to the organ whence they originate, by
four different classes of stimuli, those of simple irritation, of sen-
sation, of volition, and of association ; every part of the animal
frame having a greater or less degree of influence upon every
other part, and operating this influence by the medium of sym-
pathy ; in consequence of which, Dr. Darwin was desirous that
his own theory should take the name of the sympathetic.  Eve-
ry idea,” says he, ¢ is a contraction, or motion, or configuration
of the fibres, which constitute the immediate organ of sense ’*
and hence it seems difficult for the friends of Dr. Darwin to repel
the charge, that ideas, under this explanation, must bhe material
substances. Health he contemplated as consisting in the natural
correspondence, and degree of correspondence, of the various
organs of the body fo their respective stimuli, and disease as an
eﬁt produced by any, even the slightest deviation, from such
eorrespondence in in any parf. Hence every E“ch'e{%ﬂ' in his
opinion, constituted a disease; and what is commonly se deno-
minated, and which consists of a combination of symptoms, as
a fever or a colic, he regarded as a group or bundle of diseases ;
a sort of Pandora’s box. where they muster their secret and col-
lective strength, and whence they issue simultaneously. In form-
ing his nosologiral arrangement, he made these effects, and the
parts or organs in which they manifest themselves, constitute his
genera and species ; while he derived his classes and orders from
their proximate, or rather what upon his theory are supposed to
be their proximate, causes, and the peculiar characters which
these causes exhibit; the number of the other classes being four,
derived as may be easily conjectured from the four sources of
stimulation just referred to. “I have taken,” says Dr. Darwin,
“ the proximate cause for the classic character. The characters
of the orders are taken from the excess, or deficiency, or retro-
grade action, or other properties of the proximate cause. The
genus is generally derived from the proximate ¢ffecf. And the
species generally from the locality of the disease in the system.”’t

By prozimate cause, however, Dr. Darwin does not mean

=i

* Zoonom. Part L. seet, IL ii. 5, + Preface to Zoonomia. Part II,









XXX PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION,

though not the Dictionary in question; and he can affirm, from
a full knowledge of his talents, that he was a man of deep
study, comprchensive capacity, and extensive learning. His
mind, indeed, was so widely fraught with miscellaneous in-
formation, that few subjects could come amiss to him. His
Dictionary gives evident proof of his having been alive to every
novelty in his own profession, and of his readiness to allow its
merits. He was far more disposed, indeed, to be satisfied with
the opinions of others than with those of himself; and chiefly
failed in a want of deference to his own judgment. In laying
down the outline of his system of diseases, which he only at-
tempted upon a full conviction that a work of this kind was
extremely wanted in the medical republie, he had his eye chiefly
directed to the nosological method of Selle, and the botanical
method of Jussieu. It follows, therefore, that his primary divi-
sion would consist not of classes, but of what he intended to be,
natural orders, ovr families. These orders are twelve, whose
names are taken from the classes or orders of Sauvages or Cullen,
with the exception of one, supprEssoRr11, which is borrowed from
Linnéus.

Here again, therefore, we have a great and noble aim, what-
ever be the success of its accomplishment. But as a natural system,
even in botany, is to the present hour, and perhaps always will
be, a theoretical rather than a practical idea, there seems very
little expectation that it can ever be realized in medicine. Lin-
néus, indeed, as we learn from his pupil Giseke, pretended in
his lectures on botany, that nature had at length let him inte
the secret upon this subject ; I know,’” said he, *“ their orders,
and their connections, but these I will not explain:—I will
never explain them.” He kept his word too lﬂithfu]ljr; and
the fragments of the natural orders which he left on his de-
cease have been very ineffectual in completing the system. It
is true that the outlines of the system are before us; for he
named and arranged his orders; and in many cases we can follow
up and explain the catenation; as for instance, in passing from
the papilionacez to the lomentacew, from the dumosz to the
sepiariz ; but in many of the links the most expert botanists
are very much at a loss, and there are others that seem to
baffle all inquiry. What, for example, is the nature of the con-
nexion between the palma and the piperitze, with which the ar-
rangement opens? or by what tie is the siliguosz united to any of
the orders?

On the part, therefore, of Dr. Parr, the attempt was a bold
one, and his arrangement will show that, if he have not been

il | .















PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. XXXV

SECTION II.

MEDICAL NOMENCLATURE.®

I. Tug perfection of a science depends, in no inconsiderable
degree, upon the perfection of its language; and the perfection
of every language upon its simplicity and precision. A writer
may have clear ideas in himself, but to communicate them to his
reader, his terms must be equally clear, and possess a definite
meaning. The philosophy of the middle ages was a chaos of
darkness and perplexity ; and might have descended with these
qualities to the present day, had not Lord Bacon, the grand lumi-
nary of the sixteenth century, given life and utility to the sense-
less mass, by calling men from the jargon of words to the study
of things; and had not Locke and Condillae, in the ensuing cen-
tury, set the admirable example of prefixing a determinate mean-
ing to a host of equivocal words in common use, and scrupulously
employed them in such single signification. * Vocabula et nomi-
na,”’ says Sauvages, with admirable force and perspicuity, * sunt
signa idearum nostrarum, et fantum valent, quantum sonant, vel
quantum, ex definitione constanti, certa est et fixa eorum signifi-
catio. Si itaque ob inconstantiam loquendi eodem nomine plures
idez enuncientur, eo prolato, auditor quidquid significet hoe no-
men non intelligit: ideoque qui verbis >quivocis utitur, is ideo
loqui videtur ut intelligi non possit. Kodem itaque nomine, unica
tantum idea significari debet, si cordate loquamur.”f

In our own times every one feels the advantage which che-
mistry has derived from the universal adoption of the Lavoi-
sierian nomenclature; and though recent discoveries have clash-

* A considerable part of this section is drawn up from an article upon the
same subject by the author, published in Vol. L. Part 1 of the * Transactions
of the Medical Society of London,” which was honoured by an award of the
Fothergillian medal.

t Nosol. Method. Prolegom. p. 26. Several of the sections in M. Cabanis’
Revolutions et Reforme de la Medicine are well worthy of perusal upon this
subject; and especially sect. viii. of chap. iii. entitled, Grande influence des
Langues sur les Sciences, in which, among other things, he observes as fol-
lows : “ Ce sont ’exactitude et le bon emploi des mots, ou plus généralement
des signes, qu’il faut considérer comme le criterium de la vérité; c’est i leur
caractére vague, a la maniére incertaine et confuse dont ou les emploie, qu’il
faut attribuer les notions imparfaites, les préjugés, les erreurs, et toutes les
habitudes vicieuses de 'esprit.”’

“Dans presque toutes les parties de la médicine, la langue est mal faite. Elle
s'estaltérée de plus en plus, parla fausse application des mots empruntés aux
autres sciences, et parun certain jargon, insignificant et ridicule, que le coupa.-
kle respect des préjugés populairesa trop souvent fait adopter aux praticiens
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able thirst to become acquainted with their radical meaning, which
he ean only thoroughly accomplish by sacrificing his time to a
knowledge of the different languages from which they are seve-
rally deduced. '

2. Yet there is a more serious evil in the want of a common
principle upon which the technical terms of medicine have
been founded, than in the want of a common language. And
it is curious, and in some degree amusing, to trace the multi-
plicity of accidents or fancies to which we are indebted for
the greater number of words that enter into the medical voeabu-
lary. -

gnmalimeap the. nomenclator appears to have been smitten
with the love of colour ; and, in consequence, we have black,
white, green, red, scarlet, yellow, and purple diseases, under
the names of melzna, melas, atrabilis, leuce, alphos, albugo,
chlorosis, rosa, rubédo, rubéola, scarlatina, icteritia, aurigo, and
purpura. 7

Occasionally the order of time seems to have been the favour-
ite principle of designation; and hence the distinction of dis-
eases into chronic and acute; into those of infancy, manhood,
or womanhood and old age ; into ephemeral and quotidian; con-
tinent and intermittent; tertian and quartan ; or in the more tech-
nical terms of the nosologists, into amphemerine, tritzophyte,

and tetrartophyte fevers; into monthly fluxes, spring rashes, and

summer heats. It is upon different modifications of this prin-
ciple, as has been already observed, that the arrangements
of A.@liﬁus, Celius Aurelianus, and Maebride, are chiefly
founded. -

In various cases Natfwral History or botany seems to have
supplied a basis; and the nomenclalor has wandered equally
among birds, beasts, fishes, insects, and plants, for peeuliarities
and derivative names. [From this quarter we derive the terms
fames canina, rabies canina, (dog-hunger, dog-madness); ey-
nanche (dog-choak);* boulimia (ox-maw); pica (magpie-long-

*Cynanche (xwvxyqx) appears ta have been at first a mere verbal mistake for
synanche (sury o) ; though afterwards employed to denote a particular spe.-
cies of the synanche genus. It is thus adverted to by Celsus, lib. iv, cap. iv.
“ Nostri anginam vocant; apud Grxcos nomen, prout species est. Interdum,
enim, neque rubor, neque tumor ullus apparet; sed corpus aridum est, vix spiri-
tus trahitur, membra solvuntur ; id svray4nr vocant. Interdum Iingua faucesque
cum rubore intumescunt, vox nihil sigﬂmtut, oculi vertuntur, facies pallet, sin-
gultusque est ; id xwray e vocatur, Tlla communia sunt ; aeger non cibum deva-
rare, non potionem, potest; spiritus ejus intercluditur. Levius est, ubi tumor
tantummodo et rubor est, cetera non sequuntur; id mapzzuwray ey appellant.”
Several of the MSS. and codices for id xwvayan’ give it * uti evragqs”—others
“ s ouraygn”  The Variorum edition is here employed, and the following
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ing) ; hippus and ,hippnr}rnn (horse-twinkle and horse-blotch);
scrofula (swine-evil); elephantiasis (elephant-skin); ichthyosis
(fish-skin) ; vitiligo (ealf~skin); cancer and cancer-lupus (crab-
ulcer and wolf-ulcer) ; tantarismus (tarantula-dance) ; vampirismus
(bat-bewitchment) ; roseola (rose-rash); urticaria (nettle-rash);
lichen (liverwort-rash).

Sometimes the names of persons or of places have been re-
sorted to as a foundation for distinguishing diseases; and from
this source we have morbus Herculeus; facies Hippocratica ;
lepra Arabum and lepra Grecorum; plica Polonica ; sudor An-
glicus; morbus Gallieus, Hungaricus, Garhamensium, &ec. To
which may be added the names of various saints and preternatu-
ral agents, some of whom have but few pretensions to the ca-
lendar, as ignis Sancti Antonii, chorea Sancti Viti, malum Sancti
Joannis, lues Deifica, Dzmonomania. In anatomy the absur-
dity produced by this cause exists to a still greater extent, and
has incited several attempts at a reformation, both in our own
country and on the continent, though hitherto without much
success. In our own country the plan proposed by Dr. Barclay
is well entitled to attention ; and in France the exertions of M.
M. Dumas, Chaussier, and especially of the indefatigable Vieq.
d’Azyr, are too well known to render a glance at them necessary,
were it even consistent with the scope of this dissertation. In
the brain alone we meet with an assemblage of terms so ridicu-
lously diversified in their sources and primary meanings, as fre-
quently to disturb the gravity of the sedatest face on running
them over; and at the same time so indelicate in many of their
references, as to render it impossible to read them except in a
dead language,

The objection, however, in the present instance, does not so
much lie against any one or against all these various sources of
nomenclature, as against the random and indefinite manner in
which each of them is dragged forward to furnish an occasional
supply, and the dull and miserable taste that so largely broods
over the whole.

assage from Galen sufficiently justifies it, tom. vi. p. 324, “ Sive synanchen
Ricere volueris, sive synanchem, vel alterum quidem horum synanchem, alte-
rum vero cynanchem, sivewfrumgque synanchem vocavers, duas sYNANCHES 5Ci-
veris esse rationes.” Both writers evidently lean in favour of synanche ; and
both peint out the confusion resulting from the introduction of cynanche along
with 1t. Aetius attempted to support the last by observing, that the patient
thrusts out his tongue like a dog ; and Aretxus says, that the name was hence
derived; but Calius Aurelianus and Paulus used synanche as recomm
by Galen. Ttis curious to observe, that the proper term is now Eene.tﬂlf ba-

nished, and almost forgotten, while the corrupt term has usurped its place.























































PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. Ivii

tractable initial, and must remain equally to form a contrast with
@, and with ex or epi; in the former case, to import ascendancy
or superiority, as being applied to quantity or quality, and in the
latter case to import descendancy or inferiority, as being applied
to place ; with which distinction before us its meaning can never
be mistaken. . '

A word or two will suffice for the remaining prefixes. Cata
(xara) and @po (amo) are iwo of the most frequent. They have
been . very little introduced into nosological terms of late; but
in thosé of early writers are far more frequent, and exhibit a
great variety of senses; most of which, however, in respect to
either prefix, are capable of being resolved into the general
idea of iteration or duplicate action, or ideas that obviously
ramify from this fountain, and which are usually expressed
by the Latin and English particle 7e; as in catapsyxis, re-fri-
geration ; cataspasma, 7re-traction; eatamenia, re-menstruation
(importing its regular return); apostema, re-cession, abscession
or abscess; apothesis, re-placement or reduction of a dislocated
bone. Whence again @po is occasionally used in the sense of
back or from, as in apogeusia, apositia, backward, tardy, defec-
tive taste or appelite; while both are far more frequently used
emphatically or in a superlative sense, as importing reduplicate
action or double force ; of which we have examples in catacau-
ma, a burn; catagma, a fracture ; catalysis, for paralysis, ea-
tarrhus, apoplexia, apoeyesis (parturition.) In this signification
both are evidently redundant ; nor are they much wanted in any
other. '

Peri (z:p:) continues uniformly true to the sense of circum,
and is limited to terms derived from anatomy, as peripneumonia
and peritonitis, Dig (dia) is nearly as single in its meaning ; or
rather the different significations in which it is used are capable
of being arranged under one leading idea, that of separation,
which is the only idea it should be allowed to convey, if ever
employed in the coinage of new terms. We trace this general
sense in diabetes and diarrhcea, “a passing off, or flowing
through ;’* diacrisis and diagnosis, * a judgment or distinction,
by the separation of one symptom from another;’’ diastole and
diastasis, “‘ a dilatation or separation of part from part.” Syn
(sw) and its derivatives sym and sy, are uniformly expressive of
conjunction or association. '

Such are the significations assigned to these auxiliaries when-
ever employed in the ensuing system; the author has, never-
theless, endeavoured to employ them as seldom as possible,
and always in a definite sense. The classific names are given

VOL. V.—8
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at noon-day.” But this is directly to reverse the signification,
of both terms, as employed by Hippocrates and the Greek
schools ; and as the Greek sense is still oceasionally continued,
there is sometimes no small difficulty, and especially to a learner,
in understanding what diseases are referred to. In the ensuing
system most disorders of the sight, unconnected with inflamma-
tory action, are arranged under a common genus, entitled parop-
sia, of which hemeralopia and nyctalopia become species ; and as
they are here distinguished by the names of p. fucifuge, and p.
noctifuga, it is hoped that the usual perplexity will be found
sufficiently avoided.

Esthesia, among almost all the nosologists, imports sensation
generally ; and hence pys&EsTuesiE is employed by Sauvages,
Vogel, Sagar, and Cullen, as the name of an order, comprising
diseases of sight, smell, taste, touch, and hearing; running pa-
rallel with the order £sTuETICA, in the class NEvroTICA of the
present system. But Cullen, after having used the term as an
ordinal name in this general signification, next employs it as the
name of a distinet genus in the very limited signification of touch
alone, and in contrast with all the other senses ; anwsthesia, the
genus referred to, being defined ¢ facfus imminutus vel aboli-
tus.”” Linnéus, indeed, had already used it with an equal re-
striction, which he ought not to have done, as the term had been
already adopted by Sauvages in its wider and correcter sense.
But Linnéus has not fallen into the self-confusion of Cullen ;
for he has not employed @sthesia or any of its compounds in
any other import. To avoid this irregularity the an@sthesia of
Linnéus and Cullen is, in the present system, exchanged for
parapsis. -

Ezxanthéma, among the Greeks imported * cutaneous erup-
tions generally.” Sauvages, and all the nosologists. down to
Cullen inclusively, together with most other medical writers,
have limited it to express “ cutaneous eruptions accompanied
with fever.” Attempts have more lately been made to fetter it
within a still narrower circle; sometimes by confining it to
““eruptive fevers produced by specific contagion,” whatever be
the character of the efflorescence ; and sometimes by restraining
it to the character of the ¢ efflorescence alone, with little atten-
tion to its being connected or unconnected with fever.” 1t isin
this last view that the term has been employed by Dr. Willan,
who limits it to the import of the English term ras#, and in his
list of definitions, explains the one term by the other. In this
confined use of the word, however, he does not always maintain
his accustomed precision ; for after having, in his table of defi-
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these terms, it is not that of the Greek schools, but altogether
of his own invention; for instead of limiting pyrexy, as was
done by the Greeks when they allowed a distinction, to the mere
symptoms of increased heat and increased pulsation, eorrespond-
ing in a considerable degree with what is now usually called the
second stage of a febrile paroxysm, he has counected shivering,
or the chief symptom of the first stage, with it, together with
the symptoms of *“various injured functions, and diminished
strength in the limbs.”* By this addition, however, he hag
considerably overshot his own mark; for he has not only given a
new sense to the term, but has frustrated the distinetion he in-
tended to establish ; insomuch, that when he proceeds to define
fever by its ordinal character he has nothing of any real import-
ance to add ; for fever in his ordinal definition of the term is still
pyrexy, though pyrexy with the comparatively trivial appen-
dage of * previous languer, lassitade, and other signs of debi=
lity, without primary local disease ;t and hence, moreover,
the term pyrREX1Z, upon his own interpretation, applies but very
indifferently, as a classific name to any of Dr. Cullen’s remaining
orders, except EXANTHEMATA ; for it is rarely that iNFLAMMA=
TIONS O HEAMORRHAGES, his other orders, are preceded by shi-
vering, or accompanied with lesion of various other functions
"than that belonging to the organ affected, although they usually are
accompanied with ““increased heat and pulse,”” or pyrexy, in
the Greek restricted sense of the term. It is not to be wondered
at, therefore, that this distinction of Dr. Cullen between pyrexy
and fever, should have appeared to later writers as perplexed or
nugatory; and it was probably under some such feeling that Dr.
"Parr, and still more recently Dr. Young, in laying down their
respective systems, determined upon abandoning all distinction
whatever, and upon employing pyrexiz and fevers as synony-
mous, or rather univocal terms. It is necessary, therefore, to
point out the discrepaney that is at present prevailing in medical
technology upon this subject. In the restricted sense in which
the term was employed by the Greeks it seems useful and neces-
sary ; for we have no other by which we can so well or so shortly
indicate those peculiar febrile symptoms which connect the family
of phlogoses or phlegmasi with that of simple fevers; and it is
in this sense, therefore, as importing the joint idea of febrile
heat and augmented pulse, detached from the ideas of shiver-

' * Post horrorem pulsus frequens, calor major, plures functiones lesz, viri-
bus presertim artuum imminutis. 1 L) il s :

1 Przgressis languore, lassitudine, et aliis debilitatis signis, pyrexis, sine
morbo locali primario.
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been made to concentrate the" studies of physiolegy and ana-
tomy. Much, however, still remains to bring even these two
branches into that state of closé contact and parallel investiga-
tion for which they are so admirably fitted, and which would
equally add to the perfection of both: while the view which
has just been given of the general history of nosology, affords
a sufficient proof that no systematic step whatever has hitherte
been taken to incorporate the elementary study of animal dis-
eases either with that of the animal structure or the animal eco-
nomy.

To aceomplish such an incorporation is the object of the en-
suing system ; the whole edifice of which will be found to be
erected on a physiological basis; and to run parallel with the
divisions into which the scienece of physiology most usually
ramifies. The track is new; and difficulties of no ordinary
magnitude have been encountered in the prosecution of it.
The author does not flatter himself that the whole of these are
by any means removed in this first attempt : but he trusts that
he will be found to have pointed out a useful though an unex-
plored course, and that future pioneers may be able to level
‘andduﬂmplete, what he may thus far have left ruzged and unmas-
tered.

Having conceived the possibility of a nosological system,
whose primary divisions should take a physiological range, and
follow up the diseases of the animal fabric in the order in which
the physiologist usually develops its organization and its fune-
tions, the author had next to determine at which end of the se-
ries he should begin; 'whether, with Haller, at the first and
simplest vestige of the living fibre, and pursue the growing ens
through all its rising stages of evolution and elaboration to its
maturity of figure and sensation; or, with the physiologists of
later times, to take at once the animal frame in its mature and

erfect state, and trace it, from some well-defined and prominent
function, through all the 'rest; which, like links in a circular
chain, may be said to issue from it, and to be dependent on its
existence and properties,

The author was soon led to a preference of ‘the second scheme.
It is by far the simpler of the two, and directly harmonizes
with the fundamental principle,, which runs through all ‘the sys-
tems of zoology, botany, ‘and mineralogy, of forming the ar-
rangement and selecting the characters from the most perfect
individuals as specimens He decided, therefore, upon taking
the more prominent functions of the ‘human frame for his pri-
mary or classific division, and ‘the more important of their re-

\TGL- "F-—--'E
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SEXUAL FUNCTION; and obtain from the diseases by which it is
marked a fifth class for our use upon the present occasion.

As every part is thus receiving new matter from the bleod,
it is necessary that that which is superseded should be carried
off by proper emunctories : as it is also necessary that the an-
tagonist processes of restoration and detrition should maintain
a fair balance. And hence the minute secretory and absorbent
vessels hold the same relation to each other as the arteries and
veins, and conjointly create an EXCERNENT FUNCTION; whose
diseases lay a foundation for the sixth class of the ensuing syste-
malie attempt. '

It will yet remain to create a class for EXTERNAL ACCIDENTS,
and those accipDENTAL MisFOorRMaTIONS which occasionally dis-
ficure the fetus of the womb. This will constitute the seventh ;
and under these seven elasses it will possibly be found that all
the long list of diseases may be included which man is called to
suffer, or the art of medicine to provide for. :

The succession is here easy and natural : every eclass, at
least with the exception of the last, leads immediately to that
which follows it; and the student will at once comprehend its
scope, and readily retain its arrangement. The order is strict-
ly physiological ; but it is not exactly the order which has hi-
therto bheen laid down by any of the writers upon this subject,
as it is more simple than that of most of the systems, and more
catenated than that of several. Daubenton’s, which, if not the
earliest, is one of the earliest of those entitled to the character
of a system, is unnecessarily extensive and complicated for a
medical purpose, though highly ingenious and useful in a zoo-
logical view. In this the chief divisions are taken from the or-
gans rather than from the functions, which is an inconvenient
arrangement, and not altogether scientific. Dumas 1{|1pruved
upon this plan; but it is to Vieq-d’Azyr that we are indebted
for the first perspicuous attempt upon a basis of functions ; and
his attempt has been rather enlarged than matured, by several
later writers, and particularly by M. M. Richerand and Bi-
chat. Under Vicq-d’Azyr the order of succession is nearly
the same as in the present classification, with the exception,
that it closes with sensation instead of with secretion; but the
number of general functions instead of being limited to six is
extended to nine; the additional funections being those of nutri-
tion, ossification, and irritability ; of these, however, the two
last have been rejected by Richerand and Bichat, and the uj!’ﬁ::es
they refer to, merged in the excernent and nervous functions:
by which means the system of the former is reduced to the
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to connect it with ExanTHEMS, in consequence of which it will
be found under this order in the class pyrEcTICA Of the pre-
sent system. The same perplexity has been felt concerning
pestis.  Vogel inserts it in the order of FEBRES, Sauvages, Cul-
len, and Parr, in that of exaNnTHEMATA; Cullen, however, pro-
fessing his doubts as to which order it more immediately be-
longs ; and Parr distinetly declaring, in a subsequent part of his
Dictionary, that it is improper to arrange it as he has thus done
in the part just adverted to; and, on another occasion, that
there is no foundation for regarding it as an exanthem, and that
it ought to be reduced to a variety under the asthenic remit-
tents.” Chlorosis has symptoms which conneet it with what
have hitherto been called cachexies, with morosities or wayward-
nesses of the stomach, and with sexual orgasm. Till the time
of Cullen it was generally arranged under the first head; by
him, however, it has been transferred to the class NEuROsES,
order ADYNAMIE, being still allowed the rank of a genus. In
Dr. Young it occurs as a mere species of dyspepsia, in Dr.
Parr as a species of a genus which he calls anepithymia. In
Macbride, who seems to have taken the most correct view of
its relative bearing, it is restored to the rank of a genus, and
deposited in the class and order of * Sexual diseases proper to
Women.”

In such difficulties as these, however, there is nothing pecu-

liar to Nosology. In systematic Mineralogy they are more com-

mon ; as frequent perhaps in Zoology ; and by no means unfre-
quent in Botany. Thus the myxine glutinosa, which by Lin-
néus was regarded as a worm, has been introduced by Bloch
into the class of fishes, and is now known by the name of gas-
trobranchus czcus, or hag-fish. So the siren which was at first
contemplated by Linnéus as an amphibious animal, was alter-
wards declared by Camper and Gmelin to be a fish, approach-
ing the nature of an eel, and was arranged accordingly. It has
since, however, been restored, from the eclass of fishes, to that
of amphibials ; and in the present day is believed by various zoo-
logists to be nothing more than a variety of the lizard. In like
manner the ipecacuan plant which has been successively described
as a species of Paris, of euphorbia, of conicera, of viola, and,
by Mutis and the younger Linnéus, of psycotria, is at length
clearly ascertained by Schroeber to belong to the genus callicocca.
The angustura-tree which till of late, was commonly regarded as
a species of Brucea, has been proved by Bonpland to have little

* See Note on the Genus Anthracia, Cl. III. Ord. Il of the present system,
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