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secret charities searched out and published.
We have given our pittance to buy off importu-
nity or to purchase an unlawful freedom, not
considering that the hand which has once been
extended in charity must never again be with-
held from any good work, and that the divinest
pleasure of doing good springs from the con-
sciousness that our right hand hath given so
secretly, that our left knoweth not of it.

I have spoken of our Benevolent Institutions,
in the first place as they bear witness to the
influence of our common faith, and then, as
they increase and make still more urgent our
obligations to redoubled activity. Were I now
pressing upon your attention the claims of any
particular charity, I would place them on the
ground of your having already accomplished so
much. I would not say that you had done
nothing, but that you had done much, and
therefore were you bound to do more. If there
are any to whom the sons and daughters of
want may appeal with peculiar confidence, it is
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men. In this state of estrangement, they mag-
nify their respective peculiarities of thought and
of living. As they care not for one another,
they care not to find truth and good any where
save in their own little circle. All beyond is
the blackness of error and wilful delusion.
Thus division-lines are drawn, and parties and
sects are formed, and names are taken or given,
which, like words of magic have power to con-
jure up love or hatred, the spirits of light or of
darkness, and to turn the heart into sweetness
or into gall; and the beings who were formed
of one blood to dwell together as members of
one great household, are filled with jealousies,
suspicions, and all uncharitableness, and the
simplest dictates of common feeling are un-
heeded, the plainest principles of common
justice trampled on without remorse. But let
some work of undisputed charity be proposed,
a work that appeals to the common sentiments
of humanity, let it attract and bring together,
as it will, men of different prejudices, of oppo-
sing opinions in regard to other subjects, and a
2
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ing to all hearts, to our simple sense of right,
to the sympathies which plead with us for the
sufferer. In engaging men in works of active
beneficence, in drawing their attention to him
whose crown it was that he went about doing
good continually, it aims to draw off their
thoughts from their differences, and fix them
upon the points wherein they agree. Like re-
joices in like, and it is always more natural, as
well as more reasonable, that we should love
one another for the respects in which we are
alike than that we should hate one another for
our disagreements. By producing this union
of heart, Christianity seeks, and in this way
principally, to produce unanimity of opinion, so
far as the latter is desirable or possible. It
converts the world through the world’s affec-
tions, not through its theories. Bring men to
feel alike, and then if they do not immediately
think alike, the difference is of little moment,
and is chiefly speculative.

And thus, too, our Benevolent Institutions, as
the children and the servants of Christianity,
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that we have lost and are losing all inclination
to aggravate our differences. And besides, men
of opposite persuasions, of different religious
associations have been brought together. Not-
withstanding the frightful names which they
have given one another, they have found human
hearts in human bosoms, and have at least
ceased to fear and hate, if they have not yet
learned to love one another in unfeigned cha-
rity. Names have no longer the potency they
once had. All now of every name, popular
and unpopular, are found labouring side by
side in the same fields of active charity, having
thrown off their several peculiarities, and toiling
there upon common ground, learning the sacred
lesson of mutual respect, and according to
others the rights which they ask for themselves.

The present topic of discourse, as you will
readily perceive, my brethren, has been sug-
gested by the recent loss which the cause of ac-
tive Benevolence has sustained in this city, and,
I may say,not in this city alone, but throughout
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