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' se8 ywch
tario. The river, in its windings, trive;:es'r :.; e"mck
greater distance before it reacl?es the La c:ta.mr i
which, in the drawing, is facing the spe )

probably to the height of four h'unfl_red and ﬁlftybﬁ_ae:{,
As we were gazing in some trepidation from the brin

of the less elevated but nearer precipiﬂe on the left, a

hardy young man of the party exlcaimed, with an al-
most inarticulate voice, ¢ I wonder these trees are not

afraid to grow here.” The scenery in that neighbor-
hood is very little known, but when all the points worth
visiting, both at the top and foot of the rocks, are render-
ed more accessible, and there are good accommodations
for lodgings, it must become a place of great resort;
and not improbably this may have taken place since my
visit to the spot, (in 1827.) So rapidly does every thing
advance in this country.

There are three distinct falls, included in a distance
of three miles. They differ as much as possible from
each other, having their own peculiar beauties, and
each a different and laborious approach, they are re-
spectively sixty, ninety, and one hundred and ten feet
high: to see them all, is now no light undertaking, but
will soon, I think, be rendered a very easy one.

The cascades themselves would, any where else, be
objects of great admiration, and are fully deserving of a
particular deseription ; but they are almost forgotten in
the feelings of wonder and even of fear, with which the
sublime perpendicular walls of the river inspire you.
They may truly be called walls, for they do not like the
beautiful rocks at Trenton, recede as they approach the
top; but are, for a great distance, perfectly upright or
Impending ; and almost as regular, for a great part of
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three miles, as a work of art; and rising, as the inhabi-
tants around tell you, from two to five hundred feet,
and so they appear ; but probably four hundred is not
beyond the truth. To this depth the river seemsto have
worn its circuitous passage in the rock, in turns almost
as short, and bends nearly as graceful, as if winding
through the softest meadows. I never have witnessed,
in nature, a scene of more savage grandeur and loneli-
ness than the view from these fearful walls, when look-
ing into the gulf from one of their highest fronts, to the
very edge of which, by trusting to the boughs of the
thick shrubbery, you can approach without apparent
danger. Gigantic evergreens stand upon the extreme
verge, lifting their tops to the clouds, and looking un-
consciously over the awful precipice which man cannot
approach without alarm; and they seem, from their vast
height, to have held their places on its brink for ages.

[ From Spafford’s Gazetteer, article « Avon.”)

The products of this Town, are those common to
the countyr, and in great abundance. The alluvial flats
are very extensive and fertile, “There is a very re-
markable bulbous root that grows on the Genesee flats,
lying like a log in the earth, 3 or 4 feet in length and
from 6 to 8 inches in diameter, from which grows a
small creeping vine like that of the strawberry ; and
the natural vegetable productions are most infinitely
various.” David Thomas writes me, the ‘log-like
plant noticed in thy Gazetteer, under Avon, Is a Con-
volvulus, called by the superstitious and ignorant, the
Man-of-the-Ground.’
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form deserves notice as a
he Genesee flats, is near-
bing an irregular cir-
f high _gﬂ}und
es the centre,

A small pond of a singular
curiosity. Itis situated on the ©
ly 2 miles in length, almost describin
cle, which is cut by a projecting point ol
that expands within the eircle and occup!
on which are the remains of Indigenal improvements

in former times.

—

[From Spafford’s Gazetteer of the State of New-York,
article < Genesee River.”]

Genesee River, rises on the great Table-Land, or
Grand Plateau, of Western Pennsylvania, noticed un-
der Alleghany River, French Creek, and the Susque-
hanna, interlocking with the head waters of those
streams, and runs IN. into, and across the western part
of this state, through Alleghany county, a small corner
of Genesee, and through Livingston,and Monroe coun-
ties, to Lake Ontario. Its whole course in this state
may be aliout 125 miles, and though its general course
is pretty direct, its small windings are very numerous,
embracing rich and extensive tracts of the first river
alluvion. Near its mouth, at Carthage, there are falls
of 104 feet, and at Rochester, just above, of 97 1-2
feet, and some rapids for 2 miles farther, from the head
of which the feeder leads into the Erie Canal. Anoth-
er statement, given me by a Canal Engineer, makes the
whole descent in 2 3-4 miles, 226 feet; the great falls
at Rochester 96 feet, at Carthage 75, an intermediate
one of 20, and the rest rapids or small falls. A half
mile below the lower fall, at Carthage, it has a sloop
navigation and harbor, to Lake Ontario, about 4 miles.
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From the head of the rapids above Rochester, it is
navigable, at high water, to the falls, 90 miles by wa-
ter, (by land 50,) at low water, 70 miles, (by land 35,)
through a very rich and productive country. In the
town of Nunda, at the N. end of Alleghany county,
there are two other falls, near each other, of 60 and 90
feet, above which it is again a sluggish stream, but quite
small at Angelica, little more than a good sized mill
stream. These several falls amount to 476 feet, enough
to show that it comes from a lofty elevation, a country
in the clouds, though not from the highest part of that
region. From what I have seen of that country, I am
strongly inclined to a persuasion that it comes from a
region of fossil coal, an article well worth looking for.
Genesee, in the language of the Indigenes of this re-
gion, is formed from their name for Pleasant Valley, but
I know not what was the original name.* The aque-
duct over this river at Rochester, for the Erie Canal, is
such as it should be in such a place, for a work connee-
ted with that wonder of the age. Port Genesee, at the
mouth of this river, is a port of entry and delivery, has
a collector of the custom, a light-house, and the post-
village of Charlotte, in Greece, Monroe county. At
the head of this river, a tract of 60 miles square might
be so located, as to embrace waters that enter the At-
lantic Ocean through the Bays of St. Lawrence, Mex-
ico, and the Chesapeake, elevated probably 1600 to
1700 feet above the tide water of the Atlantic.

[From the same work, article «“ Genesee.”]
The alluvial flats along the Genesee river are very

" & The word Genesee is from the Indian, Genishau, which signifies a clear and opea place.
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extensive, rich, and fertile. About 1200 acres, situated
in the bend of the river, is usually cE}Iled B_lgtref,, or
the Bigtree bend tract, from an Indian chief h'y the
name of Bigtree, who, with his little tribe, Cultl?ﬂ:ted
the flats in this bend when first settled by the English,
in 1790. Here are now Wadsworth’s farms, celebra-
ted for their fertility, products, and stock.

[ From the same work, article * Nunda.”)

A Seneca Indian, one of Cornplanter’s band or tribe,
whom I found hunting in this country in 1817, told me
that this ¢ Nunda, was an attempt of the Yankees,’ to
preserve the Indian sound of the name they had given
to the rich alluvial mould of this country,signifying Po-
tatoe Ground, a name applied to lands of this descrip-
tion above the falls. 'There is a propriety in the de-
signation beyond what I could have imagined, without
an examination of the growth of potatoes, equal, if not
superior, to any I ever saw. Butit is proper to remark
the Indian tradition, that since their ancestors ‘ owned
this country,’ the high falls now in Nunda, were ‘away
—away down the river, some 30 miles by their tradi-
tions.

A very extraordinary Land Slide, occurred in this
town, June 30, 1817, when nearly 15 acres slid off from
the side’of a high hill, into the Genesee river, which it
completely dammed for some time. The break left a
bank almost perpendicular, now more than 100 feet in
height. The falling of this great mass, sensibly shook
the earth, and much alarmed the inhabitants, for a con-
siderable distance around the spot.



CHOLERA.

The ravages committed by the destructive disease
which prevailed throughout our country the last sum-
mer, and the fact of its having confined itself almost
exclusively to cities and larger towns, where great
numbers are crowded into a small space, has induced
the publishers to give the following extracts a place in
their collection.

The following extract is from the New-York Com-
mercial Advertiser :

“ Tae CuoLera.—It is stated in the London papers,
that nota single place in those parts of England where
mineral waters abound, has been visited by the cholera.
Bath, Harrowgate, Cheltenham, Hot-Wells, Buxton,
Leamington and Mattock, have entirely escaped the
devastating scourge.

Experience in our own country confirms the impres-
sion of the repellent power of mineral waters against
the disease. There was no greater thoroughfare, du-
ring the whole time of the prevalence of the cholera,
than the route through Saratoga and Ballston. The
disease was prevailing all around them' with great vio-



24

lence, in Schenectady, Albany, Troy, Fort Amun lam;
other places. And yet at Saratoga thmfe wash only
single case of cholera——that of a stage-drwer W) ludcamg
in from Albany where the disorder then [:rrevm ed, an
was taken in the evening soon after he arrived and dI.Ed
before morning. At Ballston, also, there was but a sin-
gle case. It was that of a man who came from Sche-

nectady, and was laboring under the disease at the time
he arrived. He also died; butnot another case occur-
red, at either village, during the season.

A high and additional value has thus been imparted
to the character of these mineral waters, which will
greatly increase the number of visiters to partake of

them.”

r ——

[ From the report of Dr. Salisbury, Health Officer, to the
Board of Health, Avon, Liv.co., N. Y., Aug.25,1832,]

« Gentlemen :—The duty devolving upon me of re-
porting to you at this time, is rendered doubly imperious
from the circumstances, that reports are currentof there
having been cases of Asiatic Cholera at the Mineral
Springs in this place. I confidently assure you that no
cases of malignant disease, or disease In any way re-
sembling Asiatic Cholera, have occurred in this place.

During the past season, the public houses, both at the
villages of West Avon and at the Springs, have been
much thronged. A very large proportion of the visi-
tors, have been from infected districts, (many from Buf-
falo and Albany;) of this number, many have been
suffering from that state of the digestive organs, which









PUBLIC HOUSES.

——

.l.?mt a few years since, the Public Houses in the vi-
cinity of the Springs were far too few in number, and
T.m} small in dimensions to accommodate the great and
increasing number of visitants thronging to the Springs.
But we may now safely congratulate the public and our-
selves that this difficulty is most amply obviated.

THE HOSMER HOUSE.

This establishment has long been known as a highly
respectable Hotel, and for a great length of time it was
the only one that offered to the invalid or the votary of
pleasure, any accommodation. With the travelling pub-
lic in particular, under the guidance of Mr. Hosmer,
its late proprietor, it had longstood in high estimation ;
and when that gentleman relinquished its possession,
it produced among his acquaintances a uniform senti-
ment of regret. 'I'he cordial good will, and the unaf-
fected kindness, with which all were treated who hap-
pened at Hosmer’s for recreation, or business, will long
be remembered to his advantage. In point of dimen-
sions, the Hosmer House was always respectable ;
but when the wants of the increasing number of visit-
ants at the Springs, began to be fairly developed, it was
found necessary to enlarge it upon the ground, and ele-
vate it from two to three stories in height. In its im-
proved condition, it passed from Mr. Hosmer to the
present owners, Messrs. Brown & Loveland. Imme-
diately on coming into possession, those Eﬂﬂﬂemaf‘ en-
tered upon another radical and thorough repair, of
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ing suitable fascinations for him who searches i"m' amuse-
ment and pleasure. The House is a beautiful brick
edifice, three stories high including the basement, and
surmounts a gentle eminence of great symmetry and
beauty, between the upper and lower Spring ; and 1is
nearly, though not closely surrounded, by the rich forest
unpruned of its native luxuriance. Itis well furnished,
and well attended, and withal a most agreeable resort.
HOUGHTON’S.

This is a large wood building, the first public Hotel
reared at the Springs; and was erected and has ever
been occupied by its owner, Nehemiah Houghton, Esq.;
whose enterprize, urbanity, and devotedness to the
wishes and pleasure of his guests, and the public in
general, has rendered him favorably known as an inn-
keeper. This establishment externally, as well as in-
ternally, offers many attractions.

THE PAVILION.

This is a neat wood building of two stories, kept by
Mr. Z. Long, who has been for many years the devoted
servant of the visitants at the Springs; and whose de-
termination to equal his competitors in the attractions
of his house, well merits the warmest commendation,
The situation of the Pavilion, as regards the beauty
which surrounds it, is hardly surpassed by any Hotel in
the vicinity of the Springs. From the Pavilion, as well
as from all the houses at the Springs, may be had an
agreeable view of the village of Avon, and parts adjacent.

But we take pleasure in referring the reader to the
several advertisements which follow, for a more circum-
stantial account of the accommodations, offered to the
public by the respective establishments, in the neigh-
borhood of the Springs.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

——— - — ————
EAGLE TAVERN,
AYON, LIVINGSTON COUNTY, N. Y.

T!ﬂ& $pacious and convenient establishment has recently been improved by
repairs and important additions. The addition of a suit of Parlors, a number
of large and airy Lodging-Rooms, aod a Ball-Room fifty by twenty-eight feet
has rendered it sufficient for the accommodation of numerous ¥isitors. Eeinn':
upon Lhe great central road from Albany 1o Buffalo, and also upon the mail

route from Rochester through Pennsylvania (o Washington, Stages leave this
House daily in every direction.

The subscriber tenders his thanks for the liberal and distinguished patronage
he has always received, and hopes by strict attention to his duty, to merit a

conlinuance of favor.
0. COMSTOCK.

June, 1833.

HOSMER HOUSE.

THE above well known fashionable resort is now kept by the subscriber,
who will spare no paios for the comfort and convenience of his guests. His
Honse commands an extensive prospect of the valley of the Genesee for some
miles, and is furnished in such a style as to afford at once gratification and
amusement o visilors. Since its former host, Mr. Timothy Hosmer, retired,
it has undergone thorough repairs and alterations, with an addition two stories
in height, will enable bim to accommodate a very large number of persons.—
The Music Room is provided with a good Piano Forte and a choice collection
of Music. His Liquors and Wines have been selected with great care, and
would be considered first rate in any city in the United States.

N. B. Carriages will be constantly in readiness (o carry visitors to and

f the Mipoeral Springs.
o gl kg M. LOVELAND.

Avox, June, 1833.

AVON RECESS.

THE proprietor has fitted s establishment for the reception of company,and
intends providing exercise and amusement to those who may faver him with
their calls. In consequence of the strictness of the police regulations, he can
furnish po other spirifs but those of animal pature, togelher with Sopa-
WATER, GineEr Brer, ALk and CipER, a choice assorlment of Confection-
ary, Groceries, &c. &c. A good Billiard Table and first rate Bowling JAlley,
with civil attendants, will be open at all hours of the day.

EBENEZER HORTON.

Avoxn, June, 18335.


















