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ferred from any section of the country to a proper hospifal,
for care and treatment. Nor need we refer to the statistics
of many of our insane asylums, showing that from twenty-
five to forty per cent. of all cases of insanity in women
arise directly from organic female disease, which, in most
instances, might be remedied by appropriate and fimely
treatment.

These are facts so notorious, that your memorialists believe
it unnecessary to dilate upon them.

Dismissing, then, this part of the subject, upon which
there can be no difference of opinion, they come boldly up
to the question—What is the duty of the State in the pre-
mises 7

And here your memorialists would respectfully beg leave
to suggest their plan for organizing at once a State Woman's
Hospital. .

At the last session of the Legislature, a bill was introdue-
ed for establishing in the city of New York such a Hospital.
It passed the Senate, but, for want of time, was lost in the
Assembly.

At the same session, a bill was introduced providing for
the disposal of the State Arsenal in the city of New York,
which, for like reasons, was also lost.

Experience has shown that the Arsenal is not conveniently
located and hence a willingness to dispose of it.

The building is a substantial one, three stories high, two
hundred feet long, and fifty feet wide. It cost the State
one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. Its grounds
extend from Sixty-third to Sixty-fifth Street, and from Fifth
to Sixth Avenue, comprising ten acres, more or less, lying
within the limits of the Central Park.

It is located near the geographical centre of Manhattan
Island, and, in a quarter of a century, will be in the centre
of its population. If, therefore, occupies the most appro-
priate place for such a hospital as is proposed, and could
be easily converted to this purpose. Indeed, it is almost
the only purpose of public utility to which it is adapted.
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A Woman’s Hospital would not receive any of the ordin-
ary endemic or contagious diseases to be found in general
hospitals ; and on that score would be as unobjectionable as
an asylum for the deaf and dumb, or for the blind.

The park would fall short of the wishes of its projectors,
if it were not graced by occasional imposing, elegant archi-
tectural structures. Indeed, the bill creating it, contem-
plated the permanence of the State Arsenal in its present
location.

The Arsenal is now an ornament to the city, and, with
little expense, could be made a most elegant adornment of
the great Central Park.

The buildingyif razed to the ground and sold, would not
bring more than five thousand dollars—indeed, this is the
most that has been offered for it.

Why then should it be sacrificed? Why thrown away, .
when it can be so appropriately converted to a purpose that
would beautify the city and ennoble the State ?

As a hospital, it could be made ready for use in a year,
and would contain about two hundred beds. Its location
and form admirably adapt it to any alteration or addition
that the growing wants of the State might demand.

The erection of a great hospital, under State patronage, to
be dedicated to woman, is one of the necessities of the age
in which we live, and sooner or later it must be accomplished.

Your memorialists appeal to your Hon. Body, as conserva-
tors of the public good, not to forego the present opportunity
of fixing it upon a permanent basis.

No proper appeal has ever been made to the State in be-
half of any of our great eleemosynary institutions, without
recelving that attention and aid demanded by their claims.

With a just feeling of pride can every citizen point to
those beautiful enduring monuments of State munificence,
the asylums for the deaf and dumb, the blind, the insane, and
the idiot. Has the State ever turned a deaf ear to their cry ?
Be it said to her honor—Never ! Can she now turn a deaf
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ear to the moanings of the mothers and danghters of our
land? God forbid !

The proposed Woman’s Hospital has equal claims with
these upon the State, because it will be capable of conferring
equal benefits upon all classes of its citizens.

No woman can claim exemption from the peculiar diseases
of her sex, more than she can from blindness or insanity.
Who then is not interested in a hospital for their improved
treatment?

Vast as is this subject in its bearings upon human happi-
ness, your memorialists will not enter into any further detail
of the great good to be derived from the permanent establish-
ment of this noble charity. | '

The relief of individual suffering is the least of its benefits,
and upon this plea alone might its claims rest. But when
viewed in its importance, as a great school for the better
education of physicians holding in their hands the dearest
interests of society, it will be seen at once how valuable it
must prove fo science, as well as to humanity.

Your memorialists, therefore, pray your Hon. Body to con-
vey the present State Arsenal in the city of New York, with
its grounds, to a board of trustees or governors, with full
power to organize a hospital for the treatment of the dis-
eases peculiar to women ; making provision for the recep-
tion of patients, afflicted with such diseases, from all parts
of the State,—the hospital to be placed under an efficient
medical board, and to be known and designated as, * THE
Woman's HospitaL oF THE StaTE oF NEW York.”

And your memorialists will ever pray, ete.

Signed,

JOHN W. FRANCIS, M.D., LL.D.,
VALENTINE MOTT, M.D., LL.D.,
ALEXANDER H.STEVENS, M.D, LI.D,
HORACE GREEN, M.D., LL.D,

J. MARION SIMS, M.D

Medical Board of the Woman’s
Hospital.




PETER COOPER, ELIPHT. NOTT, D.D.,

HON. L. BRADISH, JOHN C. GREEN,
FRANCIS L. HAWKS, D.D., E. E. MORGAN,
ROBERT B. MINTURN, JONATHAN THORNE,
BROWN, BROTHERS, & Co. CHAS. KING,
M. H. GRINNELL, W. H. NEILSON,
PAUL SPOFFORD, GEORGE D. MORGAN,
HON. HENRY J. RAYMOND, R. M. BLATCHFORD,

. THO'S TILESTON, A.B. NEILSON,

HON. J. E. COOLEY, GEO. GRISWOLD,
J. BOORMAN, ISAAC BELL, J&.,
WILLIAM ADAMS, D.D., S. DRAPER,
THO'S SUFFERN, JAMES HARPER,
E. C. BENEDICT, WM. M. EVARTS,

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.

THOS. COCK, M.D., President of the College of Physicians and Surgeons ;
also, Consulting Physician to New York Hospital.

JOHN TORREY, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Chemistry and Botany, in Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons.

JOSEPH M. SMITH, M.D., Professor of Mat. Medica, in College of Physicians
and Surgeons ; also, Physician to New York Hospital.

WILLARD PARKER, M.D., Professor of Surgery in College of Physicians
and Surgeons ; also, Surgeon to New York Hospital.

ROBERT WATTS, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in College of Physicians and
Surgeons.

C. R. GILMAN, M.D., Professor of Obsterics, etc., in College of Physicians
and Surgeons.

ALONZO CLARK, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice in College of
Physicians and Surgeons ; also, Physician to Bellevue Hospital.

JOHN C. DALTON, Jg., M. D., Professor of Physiology in College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons.
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UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE.

JOHN W. DRAPER, M.D., President, and Professor of Chemistry and Physi-
ology in University Medical College,

MARTYN PAINE, M.D., Professor of Mat. Medica and Therapeutics in Uni-
versity Medical College.

ALFRED C. POST, M.D., Professor of Surgery in University Medical College ;
algo, Surgeon to New York Hospital.

. 8. BEDFORD, M.D., Profeszor of Obatetrics, etc., in University Medical
College.

WM. H, VAN BUREN, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in University Medical
College ; aleo, Surgeon to New York Hospital.

JOHN T. METCALFE, M.D., Profeszor of Tnst. and Practice of Medicine in
University Medical College ; aléo, Physician to Bellevae Hospital,

NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE,

HORACE GREEN, M.D., President and Professor in New York Médical
College.

J. M. CARNOCHAN, M.D., Professor of Surgery in New York Medical Col-
lege ; also, Surgeon-in-Chief to the State Hoepital, ete., ete.

E. R. PEASLEE, M.D., Professor of Physiology in New York Medical College.

B. FORDYCE BARKER, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics, ete.,, in New York
Medical College ; aleo, Physician to Bellevune Hospital.

E. H. DAVIS, M.D., Professor of Mat. Medica and Therapeutics in New York
Medical College.

R. OGDEN DOREMUS, M.D., Professor of Chemistry in New York Medical
College.

HENRY G. COX, M.D., Professor of Practice of Medicine in New York Medi-
cal College.
T. CHILD, M.D., Profeesor of Anatomy in New York Medical College.

D. 5. CONANT, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in New York Medical
College.

—_—

RICHARD K. HOFFMAN, M.D., Consulting Surgeon to New York Hospital.
GURDON BUCK, M. D., Surgeon to New York Hospital.

T. M. MARKOE, M.D. i “ i
JOHN H. GRISCOM, M.D., Physician to New York Hospital.
H.D. BULKLEY, M.D,, “ z “

THOS. F. COCK, M.D., “ .. r


















