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SHEDDING THE TEETH. 27

fangs; and there can be no surer evi-

dence than this, that nature 1s domng her

own work in due season, and needs not the

aid of art to expedite it, or render it more
rfect.

It is not by removing teeth which are
loose, but those which are firm, and have
their fangs nearly or quite entire, that any
advantage is obtained which will favour the
regular advancement of the permanent set.
The best advice, therefore, that can be given
on this subject, to parents, and those who
have the care of children, is to examine the
teeth frequently, about the usual period of
sheddin%: (the sixth or seventh year ;) and if
any of the second set begin to make thewr
appearance, or there is an evident swelling of
the gums at the part where any of them
are expected to appear, a sufficient number
of the first teeth should be extracted to al-
allow a sufficient degree of room for the
second, which are coming forward.

From what has been stated, however, it will
readily be seen, that when the temporary
teeth have become very loose and trouble-
some, they may be extracted indiscriminately, _
and by any person; but when they remam
firm, and the teeth of the second set are
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