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duties of Chairman of the Standing Committee on Medical Education, and,
also, of a Special Committee to memorialize the Legislature for protection
to the community against incompetency and recklessness on the part of
Physicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries; and, in consequence of the para-
mount claims of bereaved kindred upon his presence in a distant State, at
the time of the last annual meeting of the Society, could not himself present
these Reports; and the one which was presented was neither read nor pub-
lished, and the other was published only in part—your Committee have
concluded to present the whole now as one Report, and ask its con-
sideration and approval, amendment, or rejection. And whilst sincerely
;ﬁgrettmg that more time is not at their disposal, do not feel at liberty to
allow the opportunity to pass without lifiing up their voice, feeble though
it be, in advocacy of the vast importance to the Society, the entire pros
fession of the State, and the whole community, of full discussion and proper
action in relation to the subjects involved,

We all know something of our own deficiencies of knowledge and skill;
and much of those of the masses engaged in practice in our State ; and the
consequent losses and sufferings of the people; and we deplore alike the one
and the other. Are we willing to go manfully to work to remedy existing
evils as far as practicable ; mnfin some personal and pecuniary sacrifices,
if need be, to secure such results? Or, shall we fold our hands and wait
for the tune always coMING to the slugeard? If we will resolutely
do the former, we will prove ourselves warthy of a place in the noblest of
professions, save one; if the latter, our utter unworthiness will be manifest.

Your Committee do not claim to be infallible, nor to have attained unto
perfection; but, not satisfied with present attainments, they would urge for-
ward, if possible, the profession of our State to a higher poesition rtian it
now occupies. They do not offer the sugoestions of the Reports herein
embodied, as specifics, or as all-powerful nostrums, but rather as rational
means and methods of advancing our profession to a noble eminence ; to be
carefully considered, and approved or rejected, accordingly. They confi-
dently believe that the true character and qualifications which ought to be
possessed by every medical man, and the aims of the profession in its asso-
ciated capacity, are not fully understood by ourselves,and much less by the
people ; and that we never can secure the ends at which we aim until they
are better understood; and therefore recommend discussion of the subject
here, in the ecounty societies, on the streets, and amongst the people every
where. They cannot but rejoice at the accumulating evidences of the past
eighteen months, that the profession, of not our own State only, but also
of the Union generally, and the people too, are more willing to discuss the
subject than heretofore.

Your Committee recommend the adoption of the following Resolutions,
VIZ..

1st. Resolved, That this Society concurring in the Igenera] principles of
the foregoing Report, directs its publication in the Transactions; and au-
thorizes the 1ssue of one thousand copies of the Report separately, in cheap
form, for distribution anongst the community.

2d. Resolved, That the iety will hold an extra meeting in this place
gndianapulis,] on the first Tuesday in January next, and the two following

ys, for the further discussion of the subjects embraced in the Report,
and that non-medical men, who feel interested, be cordially invited to attend
and dparticipats in the discussion. A :

8d. Resolved, That County Societies, and members of this Society, be
urged to agitate the subject in their respective localities, through the press
and otherwise, as may be practicable,

4th. Resolved, That a Committee of Arrangements and of Correspond.
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REPORT
OF THE

COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL EDUCATION.

BY CHAS. FISHBACK, M. D., SHELBYVILLE.
(Reprinted from Transactions Indiana State Medical Society for 1859.)

———— el

[The Chairman of the Committee on Medical Education not being pres-
ent, the undersigned, who has made reports from this standing committee
at each of the last two annual meetings of the Society, and was therefore
surprised to find himself on it again, being, indeed, the only member of the
Committee now present, would beg leave to offer the following prefatory
statement, viz: In view of the action of the Society, in 1858, on the report
then made on this subject, the undersigned donbted the propriety of sul-
mitting any report at this meeting. He therefore communicated with an-
other member of the Committee, Dr. Fry, and he with Dr. Newland, also a
member of the Committee. Dr. Fry urged the submission of the same re=
port made last year, and laid on the table. He says: “I regard the above
suggestions [viz, ¢ legislative action, a longer course of study in the medical
schools, and efforts on the part of physicians to enlighten the community,’
made to him by Dr. Newland] as very important. The preliminary educa-
tion, the habit of study, mental application, reflection, are all important.
So long as every broken-down meeﬂanic, merchant, farmer, and the illite-
rate, uneducated, can enter the profession through our medical schools, by
the expenditure of a few hundred dollars, we may not hope to sncceed in
our efforts at elevating our standard of qualifications. Our medical schools,
looking only to pecuniary considerations, have become the nurseries of

uackery. I know that many able men are educated in them, but by far
ie greater number are wholly unfit to practice the profession. If we
can get our Society to take the proper stand, we may soon hope to induce
some one of the schools to modify their system of instruction, and make it
what it should be, and what the interests of humanity demand. I concur
with you most fully in every sentiment and letter of the report. T main-
tain its correctness, I maintain its feasibility, I maintain the necessity of its
passage, and the adoption of its principles by every medical school in the
Union. The interests of the profession—the interests of suffering humanity
— demand it; and the schools cannot refuse without a violation of right :a:nd
duty. No school of medicine has a right to place upon an equal footin
before the world, a ripe scholar, whose mind is well disciplined and stores
with the richest gems of learning, and a dunce, who has dreamed away his
life and wasted his energies and substance in riotous living. And yet not
a year passes that this is not done by every school in the Union. They
grant diplomas alike to the qualified and the ignorant, and say to the world,
% These men are equal; they stand ::Ec-n the same platform.” This is all
wrong—it is unjust; and I cannot think of it without a burning sense of in-
dignation, that so much effort is needed to effect reform. _But let us suffer
and be strong. Every blow struck clears away some rubbish—every ray of
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light emitted illumines the surrounding darkness. A brighter day may yet
dawn upon us.” ' .

Nine days ago the Chairman of the Committee wrote to the undersigned
as follows, viz: “ From the action of the Society last year, it seems to me
worse than folly to get up any report; and I thought of simply offering a
short preamble and resolutions—the first declaring it unnecessary for prac-
titioners of medicine to be educated, the second erasing the Committee on
Medical Education from the list of standing committees.” He made the
motion yesterday, which was adopted, making this report the special order
for this hour, with a view to the examination last night of this report now
to be offered, but left the city just before night, sending the undersigned a
verbal message that he might not return. Under these embarrassing cir-
cumstances, the undersigned submitted to the consideration of some half
dozen zealous members of this Society the report made last year,and this—
which he now begs leave to offer under their advisement, with a single ad-
ditional remark, viz—He has no desire, no aim, save to find the truth, and
tenaciously adhere to what he believes 1s truth, careless whether, in so
doing, he stands with the many or the few.]

One of the most distinguished characteristics of the last half century,
whether the domains of science, art, or letters, be regarded, is PROGRESS.
To such extent is this true, that the adept, in almost any department, of fitty
vears ago, would be but a tyro now. e rejoice in this fact, and think we
see yet wider fields for the future display of this é;ranr.i characteristic of the
age, especially in Physiological, Pathological, and Therapeutic science and
art; and most particularly o in the department of Medical Education, em-
bracing both preliminary and professional instruction and training. The
last nnTy CONCErns us now.

Although much has been written and spoken on this subjeet in the med-
ical journals of the country, and in the various organizations of professional
men, from the American Medical Association, organized in 1847, through
the various grades of medical societies to the humblest of them, it must be
admitted that little or no actual progress has been made in raising the stand-
ard of ﬁaliﬁmtiuns amongst medical men. Indeed, we are not sure by any
means, that while the standard reached by many members of the profession
of the present day is certainly much higher than was attainable Efty years
ago, nevertheless, the standard reguired to be reached, before admission to
the profession, is not really lower now than it was then. Inquire of the aged
members of the profession, and they will inform you that twenty, thirty, or
forty years ago, although the means and facilities for acquiring a knowledge
of the profession, as well asits known truths, were much more meagre and con-
tracted than now, yet still, a higher standard of preliminary education then
prevailed amongst medical students, and more time and labor were devoted
to the greatly narrower professional field, as compared with the present.

Thus we see, that while the field of professional study has been greatly
extended, and the facilities for its cultivation inereased, less time and labor
are now spent in reaching a so-called respectable position in the profession.
F-;r it 1s notorious, that every year students who are rejected (l:'um phys-
icians’ offices (and the number of such might be, and, we believe, ought to
be greatly increased,) as unfit, by reason of inferior mental endowments or
the absence of preliminary education and mental training, to aspire to a
place in the profession, are placed upon an equal footing with the most
thoroughly trained and educated men, the brightest ornaments of the
fesamq, by our g:edical_sehmls from one end of the land to the other, al-
most, if not entirely, without exception. This fact is indisputable, and we
think can be traced to the following three producing causes, viz: 1st. To
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the private examination for, and conferring of degrees on their own pupils,
by professional teachers, whose pecuniary income is proportioned to the
number of pupils and of graduates. In this way, one of the mightiest im-
pelling forces in human nature—the love of money—is made to operate to
the reduction instead of the elevation of the stant{ard of both preliminary
and professional education. And although we can, with glowing pride,
point to examples, here and there, of individuals who are able to rise above
all mercenary considerations, we are forced to acknowledge that this is an
mmpossible feat with the mass of mankind.

2d. The fast spirit of the age, which impels candidates for all professions,
and, indeed, all employments requiring skilled labor—mental or physical—
to rush into them with undue preparation, at the earliest possible period,
g0 that it will not insure immediate defeat and disgrace—a catastrophe less
likely to befall the novice in our profession thaninany other, for the simple rea-
son, that if’ he will only go where hisantecedents are unknown, the public can-
not for some time, if ever, distinguish between the merest tyro and the well
qualified physician; and

3d. The ignorance of the public as to the requisites of the true physician ;
their general skepticism of the science and the art of medicine ; and nume-
rous cases of apparent success in persons of their acquaintance, who have
devoted but very little time or sturF}r to the profession.

Under these circumstances, the student (in nomine solo), driven from the
physician’s or private teacher’s office, for want of essential requisites, goes
at once to one of our medical schools—and it matters not a great deal to
which of them, for though there is a difference, it is very much /ess than
many suppose—and, by paying for two courses of lectures and the graduation
fee, although he may not actually hear a dozen of either course of lectures,
he may, in eight months time in some schools, sixteen months in the most
fastidious of them, obtain a diploma certifyng his full qualification to prac-
tice every department of the profession. Or, if unwilling to pay for two
courses of lectures, he may go to some strange place, at once dub himself
“ Doctor,” and, if possessed of a certain tact, will in many communities ob-
tain a standing equal to that of any worthy member of the profession. Or,
failing in that, may, after four years pretended practice, obtain a diploma by
pqtjﬁng for a single course of lectures, return, and claim an equal standing
with any.

Thesgfacts render not simply preposterous, but abzolutely ridiculous, the
effort almost constanﬂut forth by some professors in our medical schools,
and their agents, to e the possession of a digln}ma the test of respecta-
bility in the profession, as was attempted at the recent meeting of the
American Medical Association.

Let the medical schools cease to award their diplomas to men utterly un-
worthy of them—many of them in fact, unfit to commence the study of the
profession—and they may slightly enhance the value of their parchments.
But a vast deal more than that must be done by them, before they can
with any sort of propriety assume to themselves all knowledge of the wants
of the profession relating to medical education, and authority to dictate the
system of tuition to be hnmbly accepted by the profession. The day for
this supereilious arrogance is rapidly passing away. There is too much of
independent investigation of the subject now going on in the profession for
the regime to continue much longer. Not only individuals, but many
influential journals—not under the control of medical schools—and even
gome that are—have within the last two years agnken out in terms of dis-
satisfaction with the existing status of medical education, not to be misun-
derstood nor disregarded. Nay more, although, by no means agreed as to
the details of a suitable, desirable, and attainable system of instruction, they
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are, nevertheless, on the track of some of those great principles essentially
necessary to a rational system. Asan example, now about to be attempted,
practically, we may mention the Medical Department of' Lind University,
at Chicago, Illinois, where students are classified and taught accordingly—
the terms lengthened—the number of daily lectures diminished—examina-
tions more thorough—and the four years of real or sham practice in lieu of
the first course of lectures abolished—and we are encouraged by the signs
of the times to believe that patience, perseverance, and enlarged liberality
as to minor differences only, are necessary to ensure early success in the
attainment of far more and greater good, than until very recently the most
ardent dared hope for. . -t

The prominent outlines of a rational system of medical education, in the
judgment of your committee, were presented clearly and forcibly in the

port on this subject in 1857, and published in the transactions of that
year, Yonr committee adopt that report, and now present it to the Society
for adoption or rejection—as it has never acted upon it—the Report hav-
ing been referred to the Committec on Publication by the Society before,
and in anticipation of its reception. Your committee also adopt the fen-
eral principles of the Report on Legislation, also presented in 1857, and re-
ferred to the Committee on Publication without having been read, and not
published. >

These Reports regard the following as serious evils in our current system
of medical education, to be remedied by the use of every means at our dis-
posal, viz.: the admission to p:ﬁilage of many who are deficient in natural
endowments, or preliminary education, or mental training; the merely
nominal character of office instruction generally prevalent; the extreme
shortness of the terms of instruction in our medical schools; the great num-
ber of lectures daily, and the meagreness of the examinations thereon in
the absence of anything like recitations; the want of division of students
into classes of corresponding grades, and a progressive course of study from
foundation or elementary principles, to the {:igﬁer departments of praetical
application ; secret examination of candidates for the degree, and undue
prominence of the almighty dollar; and they consider as amongst the efli-
cient means for the removal of these evils, frequent discussions of the sub-
ject both in and out of the profession, in the spirit of earnest scarchers af-
ter the right; mutual individual and associated encouragement to reject
unworthy candidates for pupilage; and repeated and persistent rational
efforts to secure legislation, providing first, for a competent and impartial
Board of Examiners, not less than seven in number, to be chosen by this
Seciety, who shall meet at the capital once or twice annnally, for the pub-
lic oral examination of all future candidates for the practice of Medicine,
Surgery, and the Apothecary’s Art, and issue certificates to those found
qualified ; prohibiting all others thereafter from entering upon the practice
undar.suitahle penﬁ'ilies. Second—legalizing dissections. And third—
requiring the venders of patent and other medicinal compounds, to place on
every package or parcel sold, the names and proportions of each and every
ingredient, in plain English.

And your committee ask the Society to take up and consider fully the
subject matter of these Reports, and take definite action thereon. If the
prineiples thﬁ(y inculeate are correct, let the Society adopt them and stand
out boldly before the profession and the world, as earnest and sincere ad-
vocates of progress in raising higher the standard of Medical Education,
and placing it upon a rational basis. If they are not correct, amend or re-
jeet, andl ut forth such distinet utterances on this vitally important sub-
ject as will enable all who desire it, to understand the exact position oceu-
pied by the Indiana State Medical Society.
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Your committee believe that the most important conflict ever waged on
the arena ot our profession—considering cither the number or character of
the combatants, or the important interests at stake, is bequn. The parties
are, the medical schools and their worshippers on the one hand—the great
body of the intellizent and earnest portion of the profession, and a consid-
erable portion of the public on the other. They are already marshaling
their hosts, with eyes steadily fixed on the alternative issues of LIFE and
EXTERMINATION—and the struggle can never end until one of the parties
achieves a complete victory.  Although the schools have important advan-
tages in the prestige of their authority and assumed conservatism—the su-
pertor discipline and compactness of their forces—and the material resour-
ces at their command, your committee believe that no prophetic ken is
necessary to decide that the other party, battling for the good of the whole
profession, and of the human race, will eventually wear the conqueror’s
erown. The struggle may be long, and loud, but recent events encourage
to renewed hope that a speedy issue may be attained. Already have the

redictions, and apprehensions, and the dimly shadowed hope, expressed
in the closing paragraph of the Report of 1857, on page 52 of transactions,
been realized :

“ The old system, irrational as it evidently is, will struggle hard for life.
Many who live by the eraft, will ery out as of old, under similar impulses,
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians” And we may find some who ought to
be earnest co-adjutors, wholly indifferent, if’ not actual opposers. But our
noble profession—noble in its nature, its origin, and its aims—degraded
only by the unworthiness of its professed representatives—and poor, bleed-
ing, sul'f'erinrg humanity, call in trumpet tones and agonizing wails upon us
to go forward in the spirit of the ¢ Great Phyeician,” to the accomplishment
of the glorious and beneficent work before us.”

That all this bas been already realized, your committee need not say to
any who attended the last annual meeting of this Society—or the recent
meetings of the convention of delegates from Medical Schools—and of the
American Medical Association in a neighboring city, for settlement of this
vexed question.

None of the schools having large classes, sent delegates to the conven-
tion—and their friends vauntingly said: “ Wz are doing well enough—wEg
desire no change—oOUR HALLS ARE FULL” —and some of the delegates, with
the supereilious air of men dressed in a little brief authority, real or imag-
inary, intimated to the profession at large, that it is none of their business
to be meddling with medical education—that they, the learned professors,
know better than any and all others, the wants of the profession, and would
undertake to arrange the whole matter properly—that all that the practi-
tioners have to do, 1s, to be very careful in tEe selection of their pupils, and
very diligent in their instruction—it being impossible for them, the afore-
said learned professors, to make bricks without straw—in plain English, if
none but sensible students, with good preliminary education and elemen-
tary professional training, offer to pay them for their tickets and diplomas,
they will cease to issue their sheep-skins to Jackasses—but, as it is, the
can’t help themselves, for, they must take such as they can get—and it is
of vasily more consequence to them to have their pockets filled with gold,
than that the profession and humanity should be saved from the curse of
bhaving uneducated ninnies for physicians and surgeons. Some even went
so far as to demand the virtual expulsion from the American Medical As-
sociation of some of its worthiest members, unless they will condescend {o
pay some of these profeseors—their inferiors in every clement of profes-
sional character—some hundred and fifty dollars, more or less, for a bit of
parchment not worth intrinsically a dime: for, the evidence is conclusive,












