Medical statistics of the city of Montreal / George E. Fenwick.

Contributors

Fenwick, George Edgeworth, 1825-1894.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
Montreal : Printed by J. Lovell, 1862.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/dwep9ujq

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/













e

for many years, and correct and reliable returns are published annually. These
have been ofthe greatest use to sanatory reformers, as they are enabled thereby to
advance facts borne out by the average of a long series of years. Is it too much to
ask a similar enactment for the United Canadas? Let us in our infancy as a
country, profit by the experience of our respected and venerable parent. But
in the absence of a general law, it becomes the duty of our ecity authorities to
insist on a fair, and reliable system of registration of these matters, and follow
in the footsteps of all the first cities in the civilized world.

In the subjoined tables the returns from the Protestant and Roman Catholic
Cemeteries are given separately. This has been done to render them more com-
plete when compared with the return of the Census Commission of our city.

The months of greatest mortality among the Protestants were July and
Auvgust. Among Catholics, June and July; there were fewest deaths among
Protestants in November and December; among Catholics in February and
November.

A special column has been devoted to the Sceurs Grises, or Grey Nun Found-
ling Hospital. During the year there were 454 deaths of infants, returned from
that institution. It can hardly be supposed that Montreal offers so large a
number of illegitimate births annually. I will refer again to this subject in
the course of this paper.

Small Pox.—Deaths from this cause occurred in 154 cages. Of these 23
were Protestants; 131 Catholics: of the former 18 were under 8 years of age,
the greatest mortality occurring in the St. Ann’s and St. Mary's Wards. Of
the latter 121 were under 8 years, the largest number of deaths being in the St.
Antoine, St. James's and St. Mary's Wards.

We may presume that the rate of mortality under this heading has not been
great.

In the Montreal General Hospital, 62 cases of Small Pox are reported for the
year 1860, amongst whom were two deaths. If we take the rate at 4 per cent.
we would have 3850 cases of the discase—the largest proportion being among
infants or young children. I speak from personal observation, as, for every
case I saw of the disease in an adult, there were 20 among children. However
here is evidence, if evidence were needed, to prove the necessity of effectually
carrying out the Vacecination Act recently passed by the legislature. It is much
to be regretted that this act is confined in its operation to the larger cities in
Canada. T am at a loss to conceive why the country parishes and smaller towns
should be overlooked. Small Pox is well known to prevail oceasionally to an
alarming extent in whole districts, more especially among French Canadians, as
may be evidenced by the fact that in some parishes almost the entire popula
tion present the deep pits and scars which remain after a severe attack of this
malady, Referring again to these returns it will be found that the great pro-
portion of these deaths are among the children of the poor, and from the locality
of the Roman Catholics we may infer the largest proportion to have been French
Canadians, as nearly three-fourths of the population of those wards are of French
extraction. The necessity of early vaccination cannot be too urgently enforeed,
and for the poorer class there are two hospitals and the Montreal Dispensary,
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fell under my own observation, Itoccurred in aman of over eighty years of age;
he traced the attack to having assisted in skinning a cow which had died in the
neighbourhood. I have seen several cases of this disease, but this was certainly
the most severe I had ever met with, probably from its having ran on without
treatment of any kind. There was situated on the dorsum of the hand a black
slough of about the size of a shilling ; the hand and arm was enormously swollen
and discoloured as high as the shoulder and stretching on to the chest and back,
the whole of the skin affected had a peculiar hard brawny feel ; the hand and fore-
arm were covered with vesicles of variable size, containing a bloody serum. He
complained of very little pain; so little indeed had he suffered, that he had worked
in the fields till late the evening previous to my visit. He complained of feeling
faint, but this he attributed to having spent a restless night. There was very
little constitutional disturbance for the amount of disease existing. I saw him
for the first time a few hours before death; from the time I saw him he sank
rapidly, retaining his conseiousness to the end.

The last disease, if it deserves that designation, which I shall notice is In-
Jantile Debility. Under this heading 35 cases are recorded as occurring among
Protestants, and no less than 1344 are from the Roman Catholie returns: o
these 442 are children from the Grey Nuns' Foundling Hospital. A large pro-
portion of the balance would ecome under the heading of Still-Born or Dead-Born,
in the Protestant Cemetery, but owing to religious scruples, I believe the Roman
Catholics do not inter those who die without the sacrament of baptism in conse-
crated ground, hence all the children of this class are returned under the head-
ing ““ Ondoyés ou baptisés sur-le-champ,” instead of still-born,

I cannot conclude this portion of the subject under discussion without a refe-
rence to the sugzestions thrown out at the commencement of this paper. I have
endeavoured to lay before the reader the most prominent defects in the returns
from whence the accompanying tables have been compiled, and in doing so my
desire is to draw public attention to this all important subject, that measures
may be taken to guard against errors in future. The great need of establishing
immediate sanitary regulations cannot be questioned, and to arrive at reliable
information in our mortuary tables stringent bye-laws should be enacted and en-
forced, compelling a correct return as to the cause of each individual case of death.
This object can only be secured by obliging the keepers of cemeteries to refuse
interment, unless the partienlars of the fatal illness are correctly stated. In
cases where a physician has been called in, his certificate should be required.
The sooner this change is effected the sooner will the statistics of our city he
reliable and of general benefit, and we will not stand alone, of all the large cities
of this continent, as the one in which the well-being of its inhabitants in this
particular at least, have been neglected. Although this paper appears in the
pages of a periodical devoted to the advancement of medical and physical science,
yet these remarks are intended for the public eye, and I trust if the suggestions
here offered are deemed of as great importance as their nature deserves, that
they will ere long be acted on, and an endeavour be made to remedy the defects
which exist.

Again referring to the tables, it will be observed that the greatest proportion of
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‘The eustom of offering a holocaust to the deity was practised by the inhabi-
tants of our globe from the earliest period of which we possess authentic record.
This service prefizured the sacrifice of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and
was regarded by the worshipper as an exhibition of fuith in the atonement to be
offered for the sins of the whole world. In course of time man fell from the ser-
vice of his Creator, and made for himself images, which he worshipped and to
which be offered sacrifice. The precise time at which human saerifice was first
introduced is undecided. Tt is probable that the «xample of Abraham in the
intention of offeriig up his.son Isaac, was ill applied, and it became a custom
amongt the Canaanites, though Philo supposes it existed as a religious rite
amongt them before Abraham's time.

The Egyptians sought to lessen the miraculously increasing numbers of their
bondmen, the Hebrews, by aflicting them with grievous burthens. This not act-
ing as speedily and effectually as was desired, Pharach ordered all the male
children to be destroyed. This order secems to have been from prudential mo-
tives. 'I'he Egyptians were evidently alarmed at their rapid increase, and no
doubt bore in mind the circumstance of their country having been overrun a few
centuries before by a tribe of Cushite shepherds. The Phenicians, a remmant
of the Canaanites, practised human sacrifice, offering their young children to
Moloch or Saturn. This custom they ecarried with them into Africa. Diodorus
Siculus gives a description of Suturn, the figure was of brass with the arms ex-
tended, the hands turned b.ckwards and reaching towards the ground, The
child who was to be consecrated to the god was placed on the arms and imme-
diately fell through into a pan or furnace situated at the feet of the image
eontaining a fierce fire, and there perished. There practices were continued by
the Cuarthaginians until the pro-consulate of Tiberius, who, with a view of arrest-
ing this frightful eustom, caused the priests of Saturn to be hanged on trees
gurrounding their teniples. The base contempt for infant life exhibited by all
ancient nations is a dark stain on their Listorial records.

Perhaps no natis n of ancient tinies was €0 unrelenting in the practice of in-
fanticide and abortion as the Romans. The law gave to the Roman father, the
supreme power over the life of his offepring. In the 301st year of Rome, the law
of the Twelve Tubles was enacted, which confirmed their rights, giving 2 Roman
father unqualified jurisdiction over the lives of his children, even after they
had arrived at years of maturity. In the early history of Rome, this right
was seldom exerciced, but ss luxury increased in one portion of the com-
munity and poverty and depravity in the other, eo did crime of this nature in-
crease. To so great an extent was abortion, and exposure of new born infants
pr ctised under the Empire, that the Clristian writers of those days express
themeelves with boldness touching these crimes, and at length prevailed under
the Christian emperor Constantine, to oppose by law the exposvre and murder
of infants. Thus Rome at the period of her grandeur and greatest politica] suc-
oess, when she called all outsiders barbarian, was herself afflicted with a plague-
gpot of the deepest dye, exliLited in her base and brutal contempt of infant life,
her indifference to the core and nurture of her own offspring. I need not pur-
ticularize the customs of other aucient nations, the sickening records of which are
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to be found scattered throughout the history of those times. Onour own continent
human sacrifice l'as been a custom practised by almost every tribe. The Mex-
icars, Peruvians and some tribes in Chili were addicted to the sacrifice of their own
children. A Peruvian father if taken ill saerificed his child to the Sun, bescech-
ing him to aceept the life offered and epare his own. In the northern continent
infanticide and abortion were occasionally practised by the natives of Labrador,
and in the neighborhood of Hudson's Bay, but all authorities bear testimony to
the care and tender treatment of their young by the North American tribes.
Sir John Franklin states that infanticide is of rare occurrence among the Indian
tribes; they regarded it as u great erime, punishable in a future state. Women
who had been guilty of infanticide never reached the Indian heaven, but were
compelled to all eternity to hover round the place where the erime was commit-
ted, with branches of trees tied round their legs. The neglect of the care and
nurture of the young is not confined to the records of the past, the practice has
descended to our own time. I need not enter upon the sad details of Chinese
travellers who all agree in the general prevalence of infanticide among that na-
tion; of Bishop Heber's narrative on the same subject in Upper India; of the
testimony of the various missionaries in the South Sea Islands, nor of Admiral
Slade a8 regards the practice amongst the Turks; nor is it necessary to touch
(except cursorily) on the moral depravity prevailing and gaining ground in the
most enlightened communities, where hints to married men or those contempla-
ting marriage, a e pub ished with unblushing impudence in the daily papers.
So common are the advertisements of professed abortionists, and those who en-
deavour to mislead their dupes into believiig that they possess the secret of pre-
venting conception, at will, that recently in the city of New York the medical
profession held a public meeting with a view of arresting the evil by the strong
arm of the law. Abortion has ot late become s0 common a practice in Great
Britain that the medical periodicals of the day are calling loudly for alterations
in the legislative enactments bearing on this crime.

With a view of lessening the crimes of infanticide and abortion, most modern
Christian communities established asylums, which received all children exposed
or abandoned by their natural protectors. How far these establishments have
been successful in their benevolent objects remains to be seen. These objects
are no doubt commendable, but the institutions themselves have been mo t
frightfully abused. As a general principle it may be asserted that they encou-
rage illicit connexion of the sexes, increase the number of illesitimate births, and
as a consequence the number of exposures and abandonment of children, at a
period too when the tender eare of a mother is most essential to the preservation
of the life of her offspring. In proof that these institutions encourage the expo-
sure of children T may iustance the facts recorded by M. de Gouroff. _American
Journal of Sci nce, Vol. 17, p. 393. He made comparisons be.ween London
and Paris;—In London during five years there were 151 cliildren exposed ;
during the same period in Paris 25,277 children were exposed and abandoned,
and all had to be supported at the expense of the state. A still more striking
case is recorded by the same author: Napoleon 1st established a Fﬂnndling Hos-
pital at Mayence, on the Tth November 1811, it continued in operation until
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the month of March 1815, when it was suppressed by order of the Grand Duke
of Hesse Dirmstadt. Daring the period of its existence, viz. 3 years and 4
months, 516 children were abandoned and received into the house ; in the 9 years
succeeding its closure only 7 children were exposed in the city and environs.
The history of all these establishments prove that they have most signally failed
in their mission, the records of all shew a most astonishing mortality.

In Paris the deaths are about 85 per cent of those received ; according to Mr.
Hawkins the mortality is beyond the eontrol of all attention or skill. Of 1000 in-
fints admitted into the Hospitals in Paris, it has been ascertained that one fourth
die during the first few days, and that of the remainder one third die on their
road to the country to be nursed. In the Vienna Foundling Hospital the deaths
range from 60 to 95 per cent of those admitted. Mr. Wild in his work on the
institutions of Austria says that all attempts made to lessen the mortality in the
Foundlinz Hospital at Vienna had failed. The Emperor Joseph II ordered a
commission, at whose head was Professor Boer, to investizate the ecauses of this
mortality, and if possible to avert them for the future; trials of different kinds
of food were made, but all to no purpose, the mortality remained the sawe.
From the same author we learn that a common practice, not only in the Hospi-
tal but amongst the people generally, is the use of an artificial nipple, which con-
gists of a little bag of linen in which is ticd up some bread and milk or pap; this
is placed in the infant’'s mouth for it to suck whenever the ecravings of nature
for its food are urgent; this is similar to the swccon employed by our French
Canadian population, and occasionally used by other nationalities; it is a com-
mon eause of stomach and intestinal derangements, which as a class of disease
are with us peculiarly fatal to children. I have no doubt it is within the expe-
rience of most medical practitioners to have observed the pernicious results of this
practice. I have myself arrested atticks of diarrheea attended with colie, con-
stant screaming, sleepless nights, and the like, by ordering the succon to be re-
moved.

In Vienna, scarcely one in 19 arrive at adult agze, and then in so miserable a
state of health that they are unable to be sent out to the useful population. In
St. Petersburgh the mortality is 54 per cent of those admitted during the first

‘year. In Archangel it ia 90 per cent. In Palermo 7. per cent. In Dublin,
an average of 18 years, the mortality was 89, 29 per cant of those admitted.
At the Charité of Berlin scarcely a fourth survived a month. In Rouen, one in
27 only of all admitted reach adult age, and of 108 of these, 2 only could be
gent out to the indastrial population, in consecquence of ill health. In the Lon-
don establishment no child is received, unless the name and circumstances of its
birth are given, a special application has to be made by the mother, whose pre-
vious character is carefully investigated ; all this is done in strict confidence ; if
the child is deemed unfit to be sepirated from its parent, it is not received.
When received they are immediately sent to wet-nurses in the neighbouring
counties : every child has a sepirate nurse, who recive 3s. 6d. a week, and a
separate allowance for clothing and attendance of an apotheeary. The nurse
receives a premium if she rears the child to a certain age; at the age of 5
years taey ar Ereiight back to the asylum, where they are supported and in-




























































