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PRELIMINARY.

AMONG the numerous causes retarding the rise of
medicine, an excessive love of fame appears no inconsider.
able one. It has interrupted that harmony and co-opera-
tion indispensably necessary for the progress of an exten-
sive science. It has caused a continual warfare between
medical characters, unavoidably diverting their attention
from its proper object. Such seems to have been, in many
instances, the desire for reputation, that physicians made
the strongest struggles to secure it, After opposing and
condemning truths accidentally revealed by others, they
would become conspicuous by the promulgation of the
most extravagant hypotheses ; and thus has every age wit-
nessed a most dishonourable scene, among men professing
the first of sciences. However that fame, the delight of our
forefathers’ fancy, is at length fast fading away. Their

lory is eclipsed, and the sun of their reputation has set
%ﬂr ever. To profit by their unfortunate examples, re-
mains one of the greatest privileges of the prosecutors of
the profession. As if discoveries were proportionate to
the nobleness of the incentives, the rapid progress was re-
served for a people influenced by the purest principles. The
age of philanthropy having now advanced, useful know-
ledge alone has become the universal object. Disinterest-
ed philosophers have arisen and adorned the annals of
medicine, with theories published only to explain. Severed
from the shackles of selfishness, they have become the
benefactors of mankind. The numerous band cordially
united, have borne the genuine banners of science. They
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with great heat and itching. Pustules also arose analogous to
burns, and were affected with a similar sensation. Goodwin, in
his historical account, notices a species of the plague, attended
with an eruption, like the measles, all over the body. In two
or three days they vesicated, dried away about the fifth, when
death shortly followed. Sydenham, in his ¢ Schedula Monitoria,”
enumerates a miliary eruption, as one of the symptoms of a fa-
vourable tendency. Doctor Russel, in his history of the epidemic
of Aleppo, remarks, that the petechize were common, and of dif-
ferent colours. The variegated colours were a pale faint blue and
dark red; being at different times more or less obscure. A marbled
appearance of the skin was also visible in different parts; and
such was the violence of the disease, that these colours vanished
and returned at short intervals. Doctor Lind noticed, that in the
East Indies a great itching of the legs frequently took place. Doe-
tor Home, in his account of the yellow fever of Jamaica, mentions,
that pimples were common about the pit of the stomach. Doctor
Barton informed his class, that they were common over the whole
body during the epidemic of ’97 in Philadelphia. Doetor Rush
observes, that in '94, fal]inﬁ off of the hairs, peeling off and great

place in some instances. The Doctor
also observed, in other cases, a painful increase of sensibility,
eruptions, roughness, and great itching of the skin. He met with
some patients where the redness of the surface predominated, so
as to produce the appearance of inflammation. In one instance
the perspiration was so much altered, that it turned the sheets of
a yellow colour for several weeks. Ulcers of a most alarming
nature and destructive tendency, frequently appear during these
violent fevers. I will pass over the buboes, carbuncles, &c. which
have been frequently noticed. In Clifton’s translation of Thucydi-
des’ Treatise on the Plague, ulcers on the toes, fingers, privates,
&c. are said to have occurred. Doctor Chisholm met with cases
attended with ulceration of the scrotum at Boulam, as well as
apthe of a small white kind on the skin. My friend, Mr. J. E.
Cooke, informed me, that in the late epidemic of Loudoun, eruptions;
ulcers, &c. frequently appeared in various parts of the body. But
of all the symptoms indicating derangement on the surface of
the body in malignant fever, none are so remarkable as that re-
corded by Moseley, M<Clean, and most West India writers. This
i the exudation of dissolved blood from almost every pore of the
body. These cutaneous hemorrhagies are attended with such an
insupportable stench, that according to authors, few can approach
the patients.
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By the theories advanced, we are enabled to account for se-
veral phenomena which frequently occur. The yellowness, as has
been observed, appears sometimes about the feet; being remote
from the heart, their debility must be greater than parts more
nearly situated. From the venous structure of the liver, it is infer-
red, that thisto a certain extent favours the biliary state and action.
To the debility and greater consent of parts the primary appear-
ance of bile about the neck, breasts, &c. must be owing. The
yellow colour produced by the venom of serpents is also said to

eed from bile, by some authors. This is probable from the
powerfully stimulating nature of the poison, which, producing
debility first at the parts bitten, favours the formation of bile
about the wound, and gradually over the whole S)Irlstem. May not
the yellowness following contusions originate in the same way ?

After death from malignant fever, the yellowness Suddenli{ ap-
pears over the body in many instances. My friend, Mr. Harts-
horne, has frequently noticed this, and assured me that it proceeded
from bile which he, with others, supposed to transude after death.
But I cannot adopt the opinion, however disposed to value the sug-
gestions of such excellent and attentive studentsof nature. Indepen-
dently of the observations delivered relative to the liver, above, there
is no probability, that bile could transude through the body so
rapidly. Since we see it retained for weeks in the gall bladder in
the anatomical room. That state of solids necessary for the blood
to take on the appearance of bile, may be created in the body just
before death, or some time after. The blood on entrance would
assume the properties peculiar to it in that state, just as it does
when the parts are adapted for the formation of spermaceti or
any other animal production that has been formed after death.

t has been observed, that the state of solids must be altered,
and a new one created, before new substances are formed in them.
Also, that in the violent cases of malignant fever, a morbid state
of the small vessels towards the surface, adapted commonly for
the formation of bile, was produced. To remove such dangerous
states or capacities in the vessels, the most powerful remedies are
requisite. Before the act of restoration to a healthy state can
take place, an universal revolution must be wrought. With various
views and success depletion, mercury, blistering, and the mos:
powerful means have been used. Our view of this disease leads
us to propose an additional method. This is a large air-pur_np,
capable of receiving the body and extremities at once. Dy usmlg
this machine the pressure of the atmospheric air on the body
might be so lessened as to produce the greatest effects.  Might not
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