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THESE LETTERS WERE ADDRESSED TO PROF. WM. K. BOWLING, M. D).,
EDITOR OF THE NASHVILLE MED. AND SURG. JOURNAL.
Paris, May 25th, 1852,

I arrived here safe on the 21st,and soon met our friends,
Prof. Lindsley and Drs. Duval, Breckenridge and some others,
who like myself have been attracted to this head-quarters of
medical science. I find our colleague labours in the labora-
tory nine hours a day. [Dr.John 8. Duval was an assistant
to Prof. Silliman, Jun., and for the pasttwo years filled the
same office, with much =atisfaction to students and faculty, to
Prof. Lindsley in the Nashville University. He is now a
practitioner of rising reputation in our city. Dr. Robert J.
Breckenridge has been elected to the Professorship of Thera-
peutics and Materia Medica in the Kentucky Medieal College,
since his retarn from Europe. He was also recently nomi-
nated to Congress, but had to decline on account of his only
deficiency for that high and resposible office—the requisite
age for membership. He has the appointment of physician
to the Louisville marine hospital. Few possess higher order
of talent or promise to arrive at greater professional dis-
tinetion. |

I have, as yet, only visited La Charité and shaken hands
with the great Velpeau. He has but little of much interest
in his wards. Isaw him divide the tendon of the tibialis
anticus muscle, and operate for cataract. He has one curious
case to which he specially directed my attention: this is a
galivary fistula situated about  of an inch behind the angle
of the inferior maxileary bone, in a young man of 19 years.
The patient says he had an abscess in the parotid region
which was open seven years ago and this fistula is the result.
The peculiarity is its position, so distant from the canal of
Steno.

In his lecture of the morning he dwelt upon the therapeu-
tic effects of Tinet. Jodine in mammary abscesses. Used of
full sirength, he has known excellent results in abeesses even
with free suppuration, provided there is no internal organ
affected. To Velpeau we are indebted for the valuable
practice of injecting strong solutions to obliterate closed cavi-
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tound the upper portion of the intestine involved in the aflee-
tion inside and the lower portionoutside, as regards the mesial
line of the body. His explanation is, that the upper portion
of the bowels becomes distended and falls naturally towards
the pelvis, while the lower portion being empty is conse-
quently pushed outwards orto the iliac fos=a of one or the
other side.

He next alluded to a case just received into the Hospital,
~seriously injured by a fall. In relation to the question of
diagnosis of infiltration of blood under the scalp, and frac-
ture of the eranium, he said one eould be easily distinguished
from the other, by these symptoms—1st, ih a bloody tumor
simulating a fracture, let the surgeon press steadily upon it,
and the fluid being thus displaced, he will feel the firm, resis-
ting bone. 2nd. Should an artery divided in the injury give
rise to the pulsation, according to its situation, compress the
temporal or occipital vessels, and it will cease in the bloody
infiltration. 3d. The pulsation of the brain differs from that
of an artery; in one case it is an artery, in the otherit is a
mass moved by several vessels, 4th, and lastly,—if the brain
be injured and wdema of the eyelids ensue, the infiltration
will take place slowly, and first exhibit itself under the con-
junctiva. It the contusion be superficial the eye-lids will
become puffed-up at onee, but if deep-seated, then it will
appear gradual and be first subconjunctival. This difference
in the same condition of these organs is owing to the resis-
tance of the membrane connecting the cartileges of the eye-
lids to the surrounding soft parts.

Saturday the 29th.—Went to the Hospital Neckar to see
the celebrated Dr. Civiale. He is quite an indifferent lec-
turer, but an inimitable operator with the eatheter or lithotri-
ty instrumepts. He stated in his lecon to-day, that the statis-
ties of 11,000 cases of lithotomy exhibited 1 death for every 9
infants, 2 deaths for every 9 adults, and 3 deaths for every 9
aged persons. He says, he prefers cutting to dilatation to
cure stricture of the urethra. He operated on a case by
crushing a fragment of a stone he had broken at a previous
sitting, with the instrument now generally, if not universally,
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enterprise, and the activity of the author, who is sparing
neither time, labour nor expense in completing it, one of the
most valuable publications ever issued from the press, may be
safely predicted in this system, or digest alphabetically dis-
tributed, of the doctrines and practice of surgery.

June Lst.—At La Charité. M. Velpeau entered to-day up-
on the interminable question of canecer, preparatory to re-
moving a diseased mamma. The French still hold to the
terms of soft and hard cancers. M. V., like all prudent sur-
geons, is averse to operate upon every scirrhus,and especially
upon ulcerations of a decided carcinomatous character. But,
like most others, he does operate in certain cases. The one of
to-day he thought wanting in several particulars to make up
genuine seirrhus. [ was greatly surprised to see him present
the pathological specimen of a tibia, which he termed ence-
pheloid cancer, taken from a lady of Paris who had received
a fall some three weeks before. What would Mr. Stanley, of
London say to this carcinoma of a bone?

He removed the entire breast with a chain of glands, small
and not extending very high into the axilla, in two and a hall’
minutes. He is not an expert or very dexterous operator—
using, as he is compelled to do, the middle and not the
fore-finger of the right hand, because of an injury to it in
his youth. Chloroform was used in the case and acted well.
Velpeau, as is well known, had a very humble origin. It is
told of the great Napoleon, that during the discussion of a
question in one of the most brilliant courts of Furope, he
used the expression, in the presence of emperors, kings,
princes and nobles, “when I was a lieutenant in the army.” So
this great surgeon, when presiding over the deliberations of
the Institute of France, or operating before the assembled
wisdom of his profession, might exclaim, in holding up his
index, “that finger was injured in shoeing horses,” for he is the
son of a blacksmith.

June 2d.—At Hotel Dieu. And what a change has come
over it since I was a student there in 1830 and 31! I went
round the wards with M. Jobert de Lamballe, one of the best
surgeons and best lecturers in Paris. I saw several interest-
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Strabismus.—He next operated upon a girl for strabismus,
remarking it was an operation now seldom performed. He
undertook it in the present instance on account of the very
areat extent of the deformity. The left eye was so converg-
ing as to bury nearly all the cornea in the internal angle.
She could turn this eye ountward; used the right eye almost
exclusively, but by an effort could direct the left to an object,
when she saw double; and was myopic or short sighted in it.
The section was very thoroughly made of the tendon of the
internal rectus muscle, its sheath and fascia connecting it to
surrounding parts, as well as the conjunctiva. This mode of
operating was insisted upon as absolutely necessary to suc-
cesa.

15.— Lithotrity—removal of benign Tumour.—Velpeau’s Clin-
ic.—lle operated upon a patient in middle life who had a
very hard stone. It had been previouly seized between the
two blades of the lithotrite, but was not crushed. In the
ward to-day, an instrument of the largest size was introduced,
the caleulus, and then its fragments, readily taken up and
broken by using the pinion to close the two blades—this was
repeated five times before removing the instrument. The
operation was very well performed.

A Dr. Mercier has just made a modification to the beak of
the érise-pierre or crusher—acknowledged of some impor-
tance even by Civiale. I have of course availed myself of
the opportunity to obtain it, as well as all improvements in
the chirurgicum armamentarium.

Tumor—animal magnetism.—The other operation of Vel-
peau this morning was for benign tumor in the mamma of
a girl of sixteen. With an air of incredulity, he announced
she could be mesmerized, and straightway one of the students
commenced the passing motions before her. This was con-
tinued for some ten orfifteen minutes, when the knife revealed
the patient fully sensible to all around her. The success of this
supposed agent in this case was just the same as 1 had ever
found it to be—what homeopathy is; nothing at all.

But a few nights ago | thought mesmerism had reached its
proper place—in passing a miserable street in this city, [ saw
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and tacked by sutures made very fine, to the mucous surface
of the surrounding parts. If comprehended, youperceive the
cyst is thus completely destroyed,and the mucous membrane
of the sacbecomes continuous with the bueccal or the natural li-
ning of the mouth.

The opinion generally entertained that ranula depends up-
on an obstruction in the duct of Wharton is erroneous. We
know not the true cause producing it. In the case before us,
upon raising the tongue and putting salt into the mouth, the
galiva is seen to jet through thiscanal. M. Nelaton says this
may be seen in nearly every instance.

Fistula lachrymalis —He operated on a case, as follows; the
knife was past through the fistula down into the nose, and re-
placed by a long wateh-spring to carry the seton. This came
out in the fauces and was then brought out of the mouth by
forceps. In withdrawing it, the seton thread was deposited
in the lachrymal canal. The next step was to bring the
lower end of the setonout of the anterior naris instead of the
mouth. This was now effected by earrying the watch-spring,
or Belloc’s instrument through the nostril and into the phar-
ynx, when, by attaching the end of the seton and again with-
drawing the spring, the desired change is made. Why not

bring the watch-spring directly and at once from the nose,
without interfering with the mouth?

New sign of inversion of the Womb.—In the lecture of the
morning, he took for his remarks, a case of dizeased uterus
just brought to the hospital, in which he alladed to the various
displacements of this organ. 1 feel it but right, since I have
been =0 exclusively selfish as, heretofore, to confine my com-
munications to Surgery, to touch occasionally on other de-
partments of practical medicine. M. Nelaton is to farnish
the article on the Womb for Dr. Costello’s British eyclopedia
of Surgery. What he says, therefore, on this subject, may
even claim the passing notice of our learned friend and col-
league, Prof. Watson. To ascertain if the uterus be really
inverted, let a finger be carried up the rectum as far as possi-
ble while the other hand or fingers are deeply pressed above
the pubis, so as to reach the tip of the oneintroduced throughs
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—_One case was exhibited in which the bladder had protruded
into the vagina, forming hernia, now nearly cured by his mode
of operating. This is by dividing the mucous membrane at
the os tinca and sliding it down so as to cover the fistulous
opening. This certainly was a very extensive fistula and
seemed in a fair way of recovering. A case just brought in
by a country physician, presented a long fissure just behind
the urethra, embracing a portion of it and the neck of the
bladder. This I hope to see operated upon. To one case he
applied the actual cautery for fungus of the os tinem. He
says, the body and neck of the womb are supplied with nerves
but the os is insensible. It may be cauterized and no
pain will be evinced unless other soft parts be encroached
upon.

Entropion_from burn.—In this case the cicatrix was dissec-
ted off, and the palpebral edges attempted to be supplied from
the skin of the nose. This flap has well adhered, and now
he intends to divide it so as to make a portion for the upper
and lower eye-lids.

He operated for necrosis of the fibula, and to my surprise
without induecing anm@sthesia. The stone case alluded to in
a previous letter is not doing so well. He has some abdomi-
nal tenderness.

Jobert is Surgeon to the Prince (would-be-emperor) Presi-
dent of this miscalled Republic.

19th.— Hospital Cochin.—M. Maisonnueve was in the wards
for two honrs this morning examining cases, and in one he
aslked me to aid him in the operation.

Cancer of the mamma.—He removed a series of enlarged
glands from the axilla of a woman, whose mamma had pre-
viously been removed by the caustic action of nitric acid.
In another case of the same disease in a very fat patient, to
the reproduction near the cicatrix of a scirrhus tumour ope-
rated on seven months ago, he applied nitric acid made into a
paste with asbestos. He said the pain would continue about
two hours, but it wonld require days for the eschar to be elim-
inated from the surface.

Varicosed veins.—A number of pins were applied under the
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congestion at the point stricken and, secondly, another
directly opposite to it.

M. Nelaton then presented to the class the enimal Ligature,
made of deer sinew, I brought with me, and which I have
now used for nearly twenty years, Ie and Dr. Costello ex-
pressed a favorable opinion of it and promised to try it the
{irst favorable opportunity.

Loxnox, July 20th, i852.

It has been sometime since 1 have written to vou, but not
longer than your first letter in reaching me, which to my sur-
prise has not yet been received. 1 have seen but little of
Surgery for the four past weeks, having visited Switzerland,
Germany and Belgium belore arriving in this city, on the
15th.

We went to the foot of Mont Blane, in Savoy, and met by
the way-side and throughout Switzerland, numerous cases of’
goitre. It respects neither sex or age in that country. Cre-
tinism is not itz general result. Females are more obnoxious
to it than the male. The size of the Tracheal tumour in
some cases was enormous—larger than the patient's head.
I have frequently counted more than three distinct projecting
lobes. The cause of this disgusting production is, I am hap-
py to say, undergoing thorough investigation and will, I hope,
be soon elucidated. Philanthropic individuals are now en-
raged in establishing hospitals for those having goitre, in re-
oions where it never appears. Children are thus removed
from its supposed productive influence, while others laboring
under the affection are subjected to hygienie and remedial
means. It is now a well established fact, that there are cer-
tain localities in these mountains where this abnormal pro-
duction is almost unknown, while in others, (the larger pro-
portion,) it is very common. The subjects of goitre are ex-
ceedingly poor people—badly fed, clothed and housed. Per-
manent depressing agents to the animal economy, or scroflula
as some have it, may have much to do in its causation.

Cause of Goitre.

This subject has claimed the attention of the Sardinian,

the Swiss and French, governments, and reports have re-
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read to a class of 15 students. This is one of aseriesin the
course of publication in the London Lancet.

Cayenne Pepper.—A year or two ago, we Americans
proved to conviction that English compounders of drugs were
among the greatest knaves in the world. The subject of
analysis is being followed up here and applied to the trade.
In a recent No. of the London Lancet we learn that out of
28 specimens of red pepper, (Cayenne,) 4 only were found
genuine when subjected to chemical examination. Of 24
adulterations, 22 were made with poisonous coloring matter,
principally with some preparation of lead. What would be
the result of a similar analysis applied to this branch of bu-
siness at home?

London Water.—The Thames river contains 16 grains of
Carbonate of lime to every gallon, not to include the
awfully disgusting production of 2,000,000 of human beings
on its banks. This population derives 26 tons of Carbonate
of lime annually from the river in the shape of drink. The
18 varieties of animacules said to exist in the Mississippi
water may be nuiritious, but save me from the greasy filth of
the Thames. I shall ever, after seeing this compound fluid,
be reconciled to the mud-holes of the West. Various efforts
are being made to supply London with pure water. The
best I believe is derived from New river. But all European
water contains more or less lime, so far as my observation
extends. The only goed water I have drank was from the
only spring found in the forest of Fontainbleau, and that in
the old castle of Heidelberg—the latter was excellent.

Death of Mr. Vincent.—We learn from the Daily Times
that this Surgeon suddenly expired on the 17th inst., in the
75th year of his age. Mr. John P. Vinecent was for many
years Surgeon to St. Bartholemew’s hospital, and was twice
elected president of the Royal College of Surgeons. In 1847,
he published his observations onsurgical practice, which were
received with great favor by the profession, and extensively
noticed in the medical journals of the day. His death is la-
mented by a large circle of friends.

Dr. Thompson, professor of Chemistry in the University of
Glascow, is also dead.
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In atiendence on these operations were a Russian Surgeon
connected with the Emperor, and the Inspector General of
the Spanish army. The class amounted to about 50, and
stood up all the time. Chloroform was administered freely to
all these patients.

I saw in the wards a boy aged 12, who had fractured his
patella transversely by muscular contraction.

Also a woman from whom Mr. Fergusson had removed a
portion of the os ischium for necrosis. The case was taken
for one of fistula in ano, but during the operation, the diagno-
sis was corrected and the diseased bone removed. The pa-
tient I saw up to-day in the ward—the operation was per-
formed five weeks ago.

A new method of operating for Hernia.—Mr. Gay, of the
Royal Free Hospital, whose acquaintance I have made, pro-
poses to make incision, in cases of strangulated hernia,
at some distance from the tumor to relieve the stricture.
He and Mr. Fergusson have both recently operated in this
way.

Delirivm Tremens conjointly with Phthisis.—Few drunkards
present tubercles. In 1839,1 think it was, of all who died in
the New-York Hospital, submitted to careful post mortem ex-
aminations, no tuberculous matter was found in any one who
habitually used alcholic drinks. In King's College Hospital
we have quite an exception to this report. The case was a
young girl, of great personal attraction, who had unfortu-
nately acquired the habit of drinking to excess. She came
into this charitable institution for cough and pain in the chest
—delirium tremens was superadded to the pulmonary affec-
tion; this proved to be regular phthisis, and the patient sank
under the two diseases. The diagnosis was verified by an
autopsic examination.

Here is a curious case which I send you from the Lancet,
to believe as much of its truthfulness as you please.—
The head and {eetus passed the os externum, yet the vagina
or uterus seized the placenta and permitted the woman to per-
ambulate the streets of London looking out for a hospital,
with a child all the time suspended by the cord dangling be-

ween her legs. A wonderful case, indeed, if only true/
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name of Luna Calderon published in Paris, in 1815, that he
possessed a certain preventive to the venereal. He allowed
syphilitic pus to be inoculated upon his prepuce, glans penis,
&ec., when he would leave the hospital, and without ever af-
ter exhibiting any signs of cauterization or cicatrix, re-
mained free from the contagion. He never divulged this
secret preparation. It was probably some saponaceous or
caustic eompound, for we know that an alkali destroys the
gpecific character of this virus; and moreover, M. Langlebert
has just ealled upon the Academy of medicine in Paris to de-
cide upon his preventive agent, consisting of alcohol and
coft soap, prepared with potash; the same quantity each, 10}
drams; to which, when dizsolved and strained, 5 drams of
oil of lemons are added. This is to be used after exposure.

M. Auzias’ theory is this; that by repeated inoculation

with the syphilitie virus in sufficient quantity, a man may be
so saturated as to expose himsell to infection without being
contaminated. Here it does really seem the remedy must be
quite as bad as the disease, for it is actually one and the same
thing. True, it may be said, the system is to be prepared for
it asin inoculation for small-pox, previous to the introduction
of vaccination. But the cases are notsimilar. Variola may
be unintentionally contracted, and all persons not vaccinated
may be liable to it at any time; whereas it is only those who
are specially exposed that can take the venereal disease.——
There may be a prophylactic to it after contact, but as
there is no necessity for this condition, the certain prevention
most assuredly is to avoid the exposure entirely. To one af-
fection, all are liable, whether willing or not, and would un-
doubtedly have it but for the discovery of the immortal Jen-
ner; to the other, no one need be, and only those are, who
knowingly violate hygienie and moral laws.

The new theory of curative syphilization is based upon the
facts that M. Auzias, in experimenting upon monkies, dis-
covered that the greater the number of inoculations the more
superficial were the sores; and that the prostitutes at the hos-
pitals of Paris, “who had frequently suffered from syphilis,
become at last refractory to infection, and are even songht
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icine and surgery, he (Charriére) was proclaimed the first arti-
zan of Burope. He has obtained no less than seven prizes, six
of medals, and one of 1800 francs, for improvements in instru-
ments: he is now gfficer of the legion of honour—being the
first of the trade who has ever arrived at this distinguished
rank. He has been engaged in the business for thirty years;
has brought up and educated two sons who are now associa-
ted with him. One completed his apprenticeship in Germa-
ny, the other in Great Britain. Almost every morning, father
or sons may be seen going the rounds of the hospitals of
Paris, enquiring into the wants of the surgeons, or witnessing
the action of some new instrument, while the wife and
mother presides at the counter of the immense workshop
employing over one hundred men, and where the motive
power is a steam engine.

One of hislast modifications to instruments is in the june-
tion of the blades of Scissors, Forceps, &e. These are uni-
ted somewhat after the manner of Baudeloque’s obstetrie for-
ceps—may be instantly separated to be cleansed or sharp-
ened, and may be employed to cut with either hand. He has
also made an important change in the union of the male and
female branches of the Catheter for pocket cases. Instead
of the common serew, which might become loosze, and thus
permit the beak of the instrument to deviate from its course
when introduced into the bladder, a canula is passed through

the shaft and screwed into the male or female branch which
has beveled edges.

Charrire’s catalogue, with directions, fills 110 pages, and
opposite each article the price is stated, Dissecting-cases are
marked from three to twenty-two dollars, pocket-cases from
four to fifty, each. A good lancet may be procured for 25
cents, a bistoury, or scalpel, for 30 to 40,

Charriére has recently established a branch of his house in
New-York, at No. 200 Broadway, H. Bailliere.

M. Luer, on the Square of the school of medicine in Paris,

is also an excellent instrument maker—being only eclipsed
by the two above mentioned.
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curing the blood-vessels. With a pair of these Forceps, the
artery has only to be seized, the ligature will be conducted,
owing to the shape of the instrument directly upon it, when
the noose may consequently be at once tightened.

Loxpox, July 31st, 1852.

Within the few dayssince my last letter was written, I have
seen the Hunterian Museum, Guy's Hospital, St. Thomas’ and
St. Bartholomew. Without arrogance, [ might add, I have
seen Prof. Owen, the great Naturalist; the veteran Surgeon
Mr. Lawrence, and Dr. Babington, and stoodby the grave of Sir

Astley Cooper.

Hunterian Musewm—Mr. Owen.—Of the three great men
of the age, and I name them in their proper order, Humdbolt,
Arago,and Owen, | have had the high honor of making the ac-
quaintance of the latter. [ found him in his study in the
Hunterean Museum, hard at work, but which he immediately
left and accompanied me into the immense collection of com-
parative anatomy, physiological and pathological specimens,
of which he is now the curator. The gymnoticus, or elec-
tric eel, is here beautifully delineated by Mr. Owen—we see
first the natural fish, then its voltaic-like battery greatly mag-
nified, and the wires (nerves) for conveying the electricity.
He mentioned to us a peculiarity in the common gar fish,
which is, that of all its species it alone could shake its head.
At the junction of the head and neckor in the vertebre, there
is an orbicular articulation, or socket-joint, by which this
movement could be made: so that, Mr. O. humorously re-
marked, this the gar usually did, (shake his head,) when taken
out of the water, to signify he did not like it.

The celebrated case of injured chest, which 1 had seen be-
fore, was pointed out to us, as also another of more recent
occurrence. The firstis that of a man having the body trans-
fixed by a gig-shaft, the patient living eleven years after the
accident. A gentlemen unaceustomed to horses, drove one
up to the door of a stable, and wishing to unharness him, took
off first the bridle. The animal seeing the vehicle behind






36

the wounds of Gen.Shields and a private in one of the Ken-
tucky regiments,

This General had a ball to traverse the chest at Cerro
Gordo. He thinks it was a grape-shot, but it may have been
from an escopet. It entered within the right nipple and came
out to the right of the spinal column, having no doubt passed
between the lungs, in the spaces known as the anterior and
posterior mediastina. He gave the word of command after
being shot, spat no blood, and though he did not fall, soon
laid down in indescribable agony. He heard predictions
of the few moments he had to live; but, in spite of all, has

fully recovered to represent his constituents as Senator in
Congress.

A private, name Cahill, in the 2d Regiment of Infantry
from Kentucky, was dreadfully wounded at Buena Vista. A
grape-shot, weighing over 4 ounces passed through the upper
lobe of his left lung, cutting partially the 2d and 3d ribs, and
fracturing the 5th, an inch from the spine, near which it
lodzed. Dr. Blanton, his surgeon, saw, entirely through this
opening, a portion of a denuded rib. The patient so far re-
covered as to regain his former weight, but died about eigh-
teen months after being wounded, when the ball with a large
military button was removed from the region mentioned.

The bust of John Hunfer recalled instantly the classic face
of my great master, and his greatest of pupils, Philip Sing
Physick. Mr. Owen said this resemblance is noticed by most
Americans.

Prof. Owen is about 55 or 60 years old, and has a peculiar
whimsical expression; a countenance never to be forgotten,
with a wide expansive forehead, indicative of deep thought
and profound study. Dut the wonderful modesty, the child-
like simplicity, even amidst his gigantic works, mark the
philosopher and great man. In him I have seen the greatest
mind of Great Britain, and next to Humbelt and Arago, of
the world. He has promised me a visit before 1 leave Lon-
don, and says a barrel of gar-fish put up in spirits would
be a very acceptable present from America. This I take
to be very nearly as cheap as Diogones’ request for his friend
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Stanley inelined to it.  Upon the whole, it was thought best
to defer it for the present. The man will die no doubt. 1
find in this hospital, Liston’s method of amputation gener-
ally followed, viz: the double flap anteriorly and posteriorly.

Mr. Skey voluntarily told us he had cut for stone within
four months and that none could be found.

Guy’s hospital was founded by the munificence of one man
—a Mr. Guy, merchant of London, and at one time a mem-
ber of parliament. This was the field of Sir Astley Cooper’s
labor, where for years he worked most assiduously, and
the museuam which is next to the Hunterian collection, pre-
sents numerous splendid specimens prepared by his own
hands. His remains are here deposited with those of Mr.
Guy, in the chapel of the hospital. A monument has been
erected to his memory in St. Paul's cathedral, by his pupils
and friends. In this museum [ was particularly struck with
a wax model of the dissection of the head, neck and arm, by
Mr. Hilton. It was on exhibition in the crystal palace last
. year. It is here that wax preparations, of a most beautiful
and truthful description, greatly abound. Mr, Bransby Cooper,
nephew of Sir Astley, is the chief surgeon to Guy’s hospital,
and Drs. Babington and Barlow its physicians. It and King’s
College hospital are undergoing extensive improvements.
That our Nashville friends may understand how the funds
are raised for these alterations, I mention the fact that one
gentleman gave $2500 and seven others have followed his ex-
ample. (The last of the London Coopers, Bransby, is dead.)

Breweries of London— Carbonic acid gas.—1 accepted an in-
vitation to inspect Barclay, Perkins & Co.’s brewery of Por-
ter, Ale, &e. It was established ninety years ago. The
capital invested is $35,000,000. It covers 13 acres, near
London bridge, employs 400 men and 160 horses; and has an
engine of 40 horse power. 2000 barrels of fermented drink
are turned out per day. The Thames water is preferred—an
artesian well of 300 feet deep gives an abundant supply, but
it is too hard for use. But the professional point is the great
quantity of carbonic acid gas generated in the manufactory of
these compounded, and Imay add confounding drinks. As soon

SRR, o —







40

intoxicated, yet dying so soon from the poison of a serpent.
The American remedy, aleohol, is no doubt excellent, asthe
virus is a depressing agent to the animal economy, but I
. would no more venture upon the test of inebriation to pre-
vent absorption under a bite, than the Irench one recently
proposed for syphilis.

I am to leave London with much regret—having been
greatly gratified by this visit, and truly fortunate in having
‘met with so many of its distinguished surgeons within so
short a period, and at this season of the year.

One subject has pained me, to see so many Frenchmen, ,
some of our own profession, living in comparative destitus
tion in this city, exiled from their own country, by one of the
most despotic governments that ever cursed la belle France.
Dr. Deville, who I met several times, is certainly one of the
most learned of his age in medical science, was chained to
a common criminal, lived on beans, was banished to Cay-
enne, when the Facuolty of Paris interceded for him. He is
a true republican, but alas! what does that avail him in mon-
archical Europe. ¥

I have nowbut to re-visit Edinburgh and Duhhn before

bidding adieu to old Lurope, and this may be my last trans-
atlantic letter. A few reflections may not be amiss.

The comparative estimate of life in the old and new world.—
This strikes every American. It is said that not an accident
occurred at the exhibition in the Crystal Palace Tast year in
London. How perfect must have been the arrangements
which permitted the commingling of nearly 100,000 strangers
a day, in a very limited space for months, without one seri-
ous result to human life. But everywhere, in France, Ger-
many and Great Britain, every precaution seems to be exer-
cised. 1t is not simply, look out for the engine when the whistle
blows, but you shan’t go in the way of it; for bars are put up
on the railroads as the trains pass. And then, every death,
every accident is most thoroughly investigated; the coroner,
as he always should be, is an educated medical man, and the
guilty are promptly punished. In no country is traveling so
well regulated as in France. While property is well secured
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pital, no favorite professor, no fashionable school conferred

it, said he, but every man should be tried by his own merits.

This, you will admit; as 1 did, is good republican doctripe,
was'it is common sense. On every side we behold these sen-
timents becoming more prevalent. Checked they may be -
at present in France, and on the Continent, but the world
is improving, growing wiser, and man’s inhumanity to man,
will, we hope, soon be ixercis&;_l' no more.

Eoix uimmr, Aug. 7, 1852,

Visit to Professor Simpson, the Introducer of Chlovoform.

1 have had the enviable privilege of not only making his
acquaintance, but have seen him operale after administering
chloroform. Having visited the Edinburgh University,then Her-
riot's, Dawson’s and Donalson’s magnificent hospitals, each of
these founded by the munificence of individuals hearing_these
respective names, I next sallied forth to call upon Professors
Miller and Simpson. The first mentioned was out of town,
but the latter I found in the midst of his patients. He prompt-
ly acknowledged my feeble contributions to the early intro-
duction of his special ansthetic agent in our country, and
invited me into his private operating room, to reach which
we had to pass through fwo stories of women, in attendance
upon the consultation of the Doctor. There were three other
professional gentlemen with him; one, Prof. Retsius of Stock-
holm, Sweden. He is the professor of obstefics, and is
brother to the distinguished professor of Anatomy. He, too,
had come to visit the great Scotchman, who has the honor of
having given to the world the best of all anmsthetic agents.

Amenorrhea—one cerlain emmenagogue.

Prof. 8. has just operated upon a case, that of cupping
directly the uterus for amenorrheea. The fluid extracted was
subjected to the microscope and exhibted dlood corpucles as
well as those of epithetial cellsin the mucus. This methodto
bring on menstruation is resorted to when other means have
failed, and is only adapted to a certain number of cases. A
stem pessary he also frequently employs, composed for this
particular purpose of two metals, say zinc and copper or sil-
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Prof. Simpson’s mode of administering Chloroform.

He poured on a towel about half an ounce of this fluid,
and applied it closely to the nose and mouth of the patient.
It was there retained, say abont two or four minutes, until
the patient had passed into stertorous breathing. Indeed it
seemed to be recklessly administered, so obviously was con-
fidence placed in its harmlessness.

Every thing that 1 saw of Prof. 8. during this |brief visit
impressed me with the sound philosophy and great worth of
the man. He is in my estimation justly entitled to all the
honors bestowed upon him by his professional brethren
throughout the world, and has conferred an inestimable boon
on suffering humanity. To him, and to him alone, belongs
all the praise of introducing the best anmsthetic yet known
in the practice of the healing art.

Prof. Simpson is about fifty years old, is a short, stout built
man, with broad shoulders, short neck and large head, cov-
ered with a profusion of dark celored hair, which he wears
quite long. It was four, P.M., whenI called upon him, and
found his house then thronged with female patients, not less
than sixty, I should think.

I find Prof. Channing, of Boston, also visited Edinburgh
about this time, and sets down the number of patients he saw
at Prof. Simpson’s at ninety.

Surgery in Liverpool.

In the great commercial town of Liverpool, trade, instead
of science, reigns supreme. As its half a million people do
without a daily paper, we have no reason to expect mediecal
journals and medical societies to flourish there. There are,
however, occasional publications and reports issued from the
press in that place, worthy the distinetion attained by some
of its professional gentlemen. One of these it was my good
fortune to become acquainted with and spend an hour or
two; this was J. Nottingham, Esq., author of a surgical re-
port on Bi-lateral Lithotomy.

He kindly exhibited to me a case of Ectroversion of the
bladder in an adult man from Germany, whose comfort he had









