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in exerting ourselves to affect these ﬂi'{,ifcfs. we :v.-i]l meet vL 1th
your encouraging approbation and your increasin ;:,-' sup;m; —
Have we no peculiarities of climate and ol habits : Are al our
eated and perfectly understood ¢ Have

complaints fully investig .
we llcrc no fatal diseases ? And are there not men entrusted

to our care, upon whose existence may depend the {I[::-;f.lum'!-l 'ui
the Republic ? Are there not families whose means ol suhm.s-
tence and happiness are placed in our hands ?  Are not tic
health and lives of our most endearing friends and relatives,
confided to our knowledge of the healing art 2 And shall it be
said we are premature in organizing a school, whose object is
to make us better acquainted and better qualified for exercising
our profession ? So great were the abuses in medicine a few
years ago. that the State Legislature was compelled to appoint
a board of Physicians to examine and grant licenses to those
only, whom they considered qualified to practice the healing
art. Wehave consequently the highest authority for declaring
that medical instruction and improvement are required at honie;
and an Institution, whose operations would be economical to
the country, which would charitably provide for the poor, and
which would render us the industrious cultivators of medicine,
is we therefore conceive, peculiarly and directly called for by
this community.

We belicve too the times are propitious to the enterprise ;
and who, besides. does not cling with greater attachment at
this political crisis, to his Southern feelings and his Georgia
principles  Who so dead to patriotism, that would not be first
for his own, his native land ? The spirit of the present age is
onwards to perfection in the arts and sciences. Breathing the
inspirations of the genius of improvement, and yielding 1o the
impalsc of the times, we are determined to be no longer idle
spectators ol passing events, but to be up and doing for our-
'“;"l""‘lﬂ- Cherishing the laudable ambition to be goud and use-
ful, we bave enteved upon an engagement. which in develop-
ing the resources of our State and calling into action our native
talent, will we honestly believe, promete hier interest, advance
lli‘f‘ broesperity, and ameliorate the condition of Ler people.

The city of Augusta, containing a population cqual to any
nﬂwE- in ﬂfr: State, from its central situation to a considerable
portion of country. from the facilitics of its communication
Wlﬂ!l surronnding parts, from its increasing commerce and
trade. and from its healthiness, has appeared to us best adapted
for the location of the medical school of Georgia : and upon
application, the Legislature has been pleased to confirm ?hiq
opinion, by incorporating the Institution, first as a mﬂlinj
J"L(‘-H'llemj'. and aflterwards E':-E'l'l'll.l“t]g its charter to the lib .I L
basis of the most respectable Medical Colleges of ﬂ;l: [_;n?;:il
%tat{-s. It now consists of twenty-four ‘Trustees and six l’rﬁ
fessors, empowered to frame laws an( rrgu'latic;n;: to lrz.m*v iE
into full operation ; and ﬂﬂﬂﬂrdlllgl}r, we have assembled ‘this
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an honorable profession.  Still there are those of the present
ﬂf’l}ﬁ who relying upon their own exemption from accidents and
diseases, and confiding in their own self-sufliciency, notonly
attempt to ridicule the practice of medicine, but to decry all
operations in surgery as cruel and barbarous. The skeptic,
however, to the healing art in this enlightened age, can be
compared to the atheist, who denying the existence of & God,
daily invokes his name, and calls upon liim in the hour of de-
spair.  So he who sports with the feelings and professions of
the practitioner of medicine and surgery in the full vigour of
health and youth, will not be the last when laid on the bed of
afiliction, to apply for the drug which can give reliel, or to
submit to the operation which can prolong life.

After three long years of toil and privation, the faithful
student of medicine enters upon the dutics of his profession.
Commencing his studies cither from inclination, accident or
necessity, he leaves the endearments of home, and with all the
ardour of youth and the fond expectations of becoming uselul,
we find him in some distant city, communing with the cold
mortality of the sepulchral hall, or breathing the noxious gases
of the chemical laboratory. In his researches and enquiries
after truth, no obstacle can check his enthusiasm, no effort too
great, no labor too immense for his never-tiving patience and
uninterrupted perseverance. At one time, we behold him
descending to the most humiliating offices in administering to
the sick of hospitals. atanother, ¢ performing one of the most
philosophical operations within the circle of human know-
ledge.”| Not content with the advantages which his own
country affords, and feeling it a duty to make every possible
preparation for the deep and awful responsibility which he as-
sumes in becoming the guardian of the health and lives of his
fellow-citizens, we next see him crossing the billows of the
Atlantic, to visit the medical schools and hospitals of Europe,
where, from extensive observation and enlarged experience, he
will be better able to judge correctly of the true principles of
medicine. He has surely endured enough in the acquisition of
his profession, to entitle him on his return to the encouraging
smiles of friends, and a hearty welcome to the confidence and
favour of the public. But how frequently is it otherwise.
Enlightened on almost all subjects, mankind appear to regard
medicine asa mystery, and he who practices itas one whose
sympathics are benumbed, and whose feelings ave chilled to
human emotions. Notwithstanding the improvements that are
being made in all things, and even in many of the accessory
sciences of practical medicine ; notwithstanding the diffusion
of general information on every subject ; and notwithstanding
the number of highly talented men that are now devoting their
time, their labour and their lives to the medical profession, still

i Dufouard says this of Amputation.
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the prejudices of the warld arve against its humble votary :m_tl
lie is often called upon to contend with ignorance and supersti-
tion.  Should he still continoe to devote himsell to his studies,
to retive from the busy crowd, and to forego the pleasure of
soviety in order to improve every mon.ent and opportunity to
better serve his fellow-creatures, he will be considered culd and
unnatural : while he who merely obtains adegree, and Jays
his books aside for the dissipations of life, by parading Tuhlic
places and courting popular favour, soon bec :mes the fashiona-
ble physician, in spite of a deficiency of intellect, of merit or of
claims upon the community. ;

We wish not to be misunderstood. We ave fully aware that
i medicine, as in all other avocations, wealth and fame are
the rewawd of industrious habits and of honorable deportment.
But unfortunately for our profession, there exists cireumstan-
ces in its present state, which have a tendency fatal to its ad-
vancementi, which occasion it to be misvepresented, and which
cause oflicious pretensions to be preferied to modest merit.—It
cannot be denied that in this country, the great mass of people
are less informed on the subject of medicine than on any other.
Even those who are well educated and versed in classical life-
rature, display here a want of knowledee totally at variance
with its importonce. This is umluuhteﬁ]y to be attributed to
our present systems ol education. which enjoin on our youth
the study of navization. surveying, &c. to the exclusion of the

o
Cioments of the most useful and noble of the arts and sciences.

Were a professorship of medicine established in our literary
Institutions, whereby a structure of the human body, and the
Jaws by which it is governed, could be disseminated, we would
not ohly see a host of imposters with their pretended panaceas,
disappearing from this country, but the profession itself be
elevated, and real worth and virtue be the only surety to its
honors and distinctions.

Some pretend to think it is men and not books we are to
study, to gain wisdom and knowledge. This, says an emi-
nent writer, is the consolation and language of dunces, who
shelter their ignarance under a few bright cxainples, whose
transcendant abilities, without the common Lelps, have been
suflicient of themselves to great and important ends.  If this
be applicable to some of the avoeations of life, few I trust can
believe it correct when associated to the study of medicine.—
We live truly in a revolutionary age of the arts and scicnces,
our own is as much under its influence as any other, and it re-
quires the greatest possible industry and daily application to
keep pace with its steady and gradual mareh of improvement,
He wha is therelore continually seen in the streets and elections
eering for business, hesides lowering the dignity of the profess
sion, must neglec! his studies ; and accordingly it has ever
been remarked, that fashionabte physicians are the most ups
successtul practitioners. '
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