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4 BRIET EXPOSITION, &c.

O

To Ebenezer Bishop,
Calvin Green, and
Richard Bushnel.

IN ali things | am wiling to be instructed, and from every occes

sion I wish to profit in the way of life and salvation. '
When in trade, I frequently bad dealings with your people; and
when any of them were free to converse, [ would embrace and im-
prove the opportunity to inform myself of your faith and manoer of
getting along in this probatiovary state of existence. ~ This I was
gumpledm do from your apparent sanctity, honesty and integrity-
oram I about to fault you as to these points at present. Butas I
profess to be a plain man, I wish to be free in enquiry and plain i
rticulars, wherein I am pot satisfied with your faith and practice;
and I hope to receive the same freedom and plainness from you, or a=
ny of your denomination, nay, from every religious society, man oF
woman, in the world. For 1 am of the opinion, that a free circula-
tion of religious sentiments, in truth aud sincerity, among the various
religious professors, will have a tendency to break down the separating
walls erected by education and tradition, and strengthened and sup-
ported by superstition; and when these are demolished, the same
truth will bind us together and make us one another’s joy in the Lord.

By this you will perceive, that I, in no shape, favor a mookish, self-
ish religion ; nor that self righteousness which holds out this laoguage
——« Staud off, for 1 am more holy than thou;” either in an individual
or society capacity. ¢ For who maketh thee to differ from another ¥
And what hast thou that thou didst not receive ?”” Now, if thou didst
receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou didst not receive if, but
had it by the strength of thy ownarm? But, is not this your practice,
both at home and abroad, in your private circles and public assem-
blies, in your conversalion and in your public preaching? Yea, truly.
And of what does it savour? Shall I answer, bigotry and superstis
{ion, twin sisters of corruptible origin ?

Have you grace ? Let it shew itself through you as sanctified ves-
sels, that others beholding your good works may have cause to glorily
your heavenly Father ; and by your loving address and friendly, en-
gaging manners, be won upon to embrace the gospel.

Here then your life will be in that which will not deceive ofhers,
nor suffer you to be deceived. But when it is only the semblance of
it, no marvel that the want of charity should be apparent, and that an
austere spirit preside instead of the benign spirit of the gospel, which
is gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruils.

1 would to God this was your stafe, and the state of all who ¢ name
the name of Jesus;’ then in truth, not in pretence, but in reakty,












7

duceth a separation of the life of God from the soul, which existz ne
longex than the soul stands upEuud to God. * For if thou doest well,
shalt thou not be accepted ? but if not, sin lyeth at the door.” “The
soul that sinneth it shall die ; but be that doeth that which is lawful
and right, shall save his soul alive.”

And again—* hereby know we (saith the Apostle) that we dwell
in him and he iu us, because he hath given us of his spirit.”” Now “if
any man bave not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his ; and if Christ
be in you, (he [spirit of the] body 18 dead, (that is, ceases to be alive
to sioful impressions,) because [of the effect] of sin ; but the spirit ia
life, because of righteousness,”” That is, the spirit of the natural man
is inspired with divine life, and therefore is alive by reason of tho
zighteousness of compliance to the divine spirit. But if the spirit of
him (God) that raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in you, God shall
also quicken [the spirit of ] your mortal bodies, by his spirit that dwel-
leth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to [the spiris
which actuates] the flesh to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the
flesh, [this spirit which actuates the flesh} ye shall die; (that is, there-
by divine impressions will be withdrawn from the soul, and its life in
God will be lost;) but if ye through the [divine] spirit morlify the
[spirit of nature from whence the] deeds of the body [naturally flow,}
ye shall live. For as many as are led by the spirit of God, are the
“ons of God.” And as a criterion to know whether we have this spir-
it, the Apostle saith, « hereby know ye the spirit of God; every spirs
it that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, [that is in the
flesh of the confesser] is of God. And every spirit that confesseths
‘.I:E.ll lh?t Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, [of the confesser] is not of

od. :

Acain, Christ saith,  labour not for the meat which perisheth ; {now
bere, he meant vot food in general, but the spirit which is the life of
the flesh, which this food nourisheth,} but for that meat [now he means
his own spirit] which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son cf
man shall give to you, for him hath God the Father sealed.”

Then said they unto him, * what shall we do that we might worle
the work of God? Jesus answered, this is the work of God, that ye
believe on him [that is his spirit] whom he hath sent. For the bread
of God is he [that is his spirit] which cometh down from heaven and
giveth life to the world.” That is life to the spirit-of man, which is
of the world, that it may be headed and directed, bounded and gov-
erped, and finally born of God.

Then said they unto him, « Lord, evermore give us this bread. Je-
sus said unto them, I am [that is my spirit is] the bread of life ; he
that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst.”

k. Agaiu, he saith to the Jews, “verily, verily, I say unto you, he that
believeth on me {that is Christ’s spirit] hath everlasting life. kam
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e . id anna in
(i.e. his spirit is) the bread of life. Your ;'niheﬂ uﬁ meﬂzumr S
the wilderoess, and are dead ; [because it only suppe & st A6 Botito
wan, and was typieal of spiritual bread, which mnr;o e b5 11y i3
eternal life.] T'his is the bread which cometh down from he it is]’ the
a man may eat thereof and not die. Tam [that is my spir t of this
living bread which came down from heaven : if nnjdmiﬂtiﬂwm s
[spiritual] bread, he shall live forever ; and the bread (ha i fi‘:!!!l
him is my flesh. Saith the Jews, how can Ihl_! man give us
to eat ? Then said Jesus unto them, verily, verily, I say unto y “‘;: B
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, :4; hﬂ":'h"-'
po life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, ;*
eternal life ; and I will raise him up at the Jast day. For my fles ll:
meat indeed, and my blood is drivk indeed : he that eateth my flesh,
and drinketh my blood, dwe!leth in me and I in him. As the living
Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father ; so he that eateth me,
even shall live by me.”

“This is that bread which came down from heaven : not as your
fathers did eat manna, and are dead. He that eateth of this bread
shall live forever.”” These last verses are explanatory of what he
meant by giviog bis flesh for the life of the world. What is mention-
ed in a figure must be realized by a participation of his spirit, in order
to the soul’s immortality aud elernal life, N

Thus you see the great business of religion and christianity is to be
obedient to God through Jesus Christ, his mediatorial spirit.  The
soul is as really to be born of God, by his divine spirit, as the body
18 born of the world by the spirit of the world. e are first consti-

‘tuted and compounded, body and soul, of the world. This is Adam
the earthly pature, or first man, wherein if we depend after the soul
has been wade alive by the inspiration of the Almighty, this produc-
es death—so in Adam all die. But even in this state, if we receive
this divine spirit, which is Christ in his second appearing, and depend
upon it—so in Christ all are made alive.

It is the divine spirit of God that must first make the soul alive un-
to him. Nothing short of this can effect it.  Soafter transgression
or death of the soul, it is the same power that restores it to life in God
again.

Thhus it may be considered the first and second coming of Christ,
or the spirit of God; first, to make the soul alive unto him; apd se-
condly, if it should transgress and die, 1o raise it from {he dead into
newness of life, to serve the living God.

Here is Christ’s first and secongd appearance, I apprehend, accord-
ing to scripture, bolk essential and availing to the salvation of the

soul. Wherefore have you fabricated a system, saying, « Christ in
man aloue could have NO power over his body, the church, for fulf
rednmptinn. bat hy the WOMAN.” [Ann Lee.

“Liet God ke true and every man a liar;”” and so ke i, and they are,



















































