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DESCRIPTION, 33

as the Washington—as about the same amount
of phosphates, though rather less, have been
obtained. From the rather ferruginous taste
of these waters, they are not drank so freely as
may be desirable in many instances.

When it is enquired how it happens that the
phosphates become so frequent in these waters,
it will be found that the solution of the ques-
tion is by no means difficult. Carbonic acid is
an active solvent of the phosphates. Bones ex-
posed to the atmosphere become corroded by
carbonic acid. So water charged with carbonic
acid dissolves freely the phosphates of the rocks
and soil through which it passes. Bones placed
in Seltzer water, undergo solution or become
softened, and phosphate of lime is found in the
water. To the presence of carbonic acid in rain
water, we may explain in part the distribution of
the phosphates in the soil, a fact of great import-
ance in agriculture. Calculiof phosphate of lime
may be dissolved in the bladder by the spring
waters of Saratoga,—and it is no doubt the true
rationale of the operation of all the aerated
waters in mephritic and calculus complaints.

Townsend’s Rail-road Spring.—The analysis
of this water not having been published, I deem
it proper to subjoin it in this place.” - |


















