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X PREFACE.

Each class has been subdivided into Powders,
Pills, and Liquids; without any attempt Lo preserve
the different preparations of the same article toge-
ther, but only with a view to convenience. A few
concise rules will be found prefixed to each class,
and observations have been attached to those pre-
scriptions, which possess peculiarities either in
their composition or effects.

The application of the remedies to diseases has
been left to the judgment of the practitioner, and
Therapeutical detail as much as possible avoided,
as it would have been inconsistent with the nature
and design of the work.

The object is to furnish models for extempora-
neous formule, the proportions of which may be
either increased or diminished, according to the
age, sex, constitution, or idiosyncracy of the pa-
tient, all of which are to be taken into considera-
tion when a prescription is directed, as well as the
climate and peculiar epidemic which may be pre-
vailing.

The prescriptions have been couched in the
Latin language, and the names of the several ar-
ticles will be found regularly terminated. The
design was, to furnish something like a Medical
Grammar, to those unacquainted with the dead
language ; and even those versed in the classics,
may occasionally find words used in prescriptions
which are new to them.




PREFACE. xi

A class of Dietetic preparations has been placed
in the Appendix, No. I. They are written in the
English language, and it is hoped that they may
be found useful in furnishing directions necessary
to be given to the nurse.

In the Appendix, No. II. we have arranged

those poisons which are usually taken by accident
or design, with their appropriate antidotes and

some practical observations.

Appendix, No. IIl. contains some concise re-
marks on the mode of using remedies on the * en-
dermic plan,” as well as the quantities employed,
and the effects produced by several of the most
potent remedial agents.

The materials for the work have been collected
from various sources, the writings of different au-
thors, periodical journals, manuscripts, and the
contributions of our friends. It is hoped, therefore,
that the difficulties which have attended its pro-
gress will form some apology for the errors which
it may possibly be found to contain. As a reason
for not more frequently attaching the names of
authors to the prescriptions, it may be observed,
that they are a kind of common medical property,
which every physician feels himself privileged not
only to employ, but modify as may best correspond
with his own views. It is, therefore, difficult to
say to whom many of them belong ; they have
been touched, and retouched, till they have lost
their identity.









X1v INTRODUCTION.

sures have in most countries superseded the use
of weights : the table of measures recommended
by the London College, gives particular names and
symbols to the parts forming a gallon, in order to
prevent their being confounded with those denot-
ing weights ; as in the following fable :—

English Name.| Latin Name. | Symbol. Confains

A gallon, . Congius, none, 8 pints,

A pint, Oectarius, 0, 16 Auidounces.
A fuidounce, Fluiduncia, i 8 fluidrachms,
A fluidrachm, r Fluidrachma, f 3, 60 minims.

It has been thought unnecessary in the follow-

ing pages to prefix the f to the signs of quantity
used for liquids, inasmuch as it is not a custom in
this country to do so, nor does the omission lead
to any ambiguity in compounding prescriptions.
The minims used in the table, have been adopt-
ed by the London College in place of drops ; and
although we have not employed this measure in our
prescriptions, yet we can readily perceive it pos-
sesses some important advantages over the ancient
practice. 'The symbol (m,) is sometimes used by
medical writers, though very improperly, to denote
both minims and drops.* The size of a drop varies
according to the greater or less fluidity and gravity
of the liquid, and the shape of the vessel from
which it is dropped ; but as a general rule, we
cannot do better on these occasions, than use a
small phial with a thin edge. Dr. Dorsey observes,

* 1t will be well to recollect that * ten minims of any fluid, il

measured by the gradvated minim measure, will amount to
about fifteen drops.”


































































































































































































































































100 EPISPASTICS,

the basilicon ointment, or cabbage leaves, for the
first few times, and then the ceratum simplex. In
order to keep it open, the weak epispastic, or sa-
vin ointment, will be found suflicient.

In cases of acute disease, these remedies ought
never to precede those means which have a ten-
dency to reduce the system. It is generaly admit-
ted, that otherwise employed, they do harm,
though there are individuals of acknowledged ex-
perience, who say, ¢ they can bring a patient to the
blistering point at pleasure ;” and in pleurisy, and
some other acute diseases, apply them soon after
a free bleeding. The blister should be placed as
near the affected part as possible. In fevers they
are usually put on the inside of the forearms or
legs, back of the neck, or between the shoulders.

Where the system is very prostrate, they should
be applied to the inside of the thighs, or the last
two places mentioned : for when the circulation is
very languid in the extremities, they seldom draw
well, and are even liable to produce gangrene by
exhausting the little vitality that remains.

Where, from peculiarity of constitution, stran-
gury 1s produced by them, we must take them off
after a few hours, and bathe the part with sweet
oil or some such mild application—if this prove
insufficient, resort must be had to diluent drinks,
such as flaxseed tea or barley water, with the
sweet spirits of nitre ; camphor or parsley tea, or
bladders half filled with warm water and applied
to the pubes. An opium suppository or injection
will be found very advantageous. A poultice of

ground flaxseed, softened with lard, is often very
serviceable.



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































