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CLASS L

il -

EMETICS.

IN the administration of Emetics, a {few simple
rules are worthy of attention. 'Whatever may be the
apparent necessity of emptying the stomach, we must
take into consideration all the circumstances of the
case, and more particularly if there exists much ar-
terial excitement, with determination to the head;
for where these symptoms are present, blood-letting
should always be premised.

Where poisons have been taken, our object is to
evacuate the stomach as speedily as possible, and for
this purpose we select an emetic, which is prompt in
its action. But where the excitability of the stomach
is greatly diminished by the action of a Narcotic, it
is necessary to assist the emetic by the addition of some
excitant. Where such an effect is caused by opium,
the system may be generally rendered susceptible by
the use of vinegar, mustard, or ammonia. In these
cases, however, the stomach-tube is our best resonrce.

Where free vomiting is desirable, it is most effec-
tually solicited by plentiful draughts of tepid water
or chamomile tea.

There are a few cases in which Emetics are obvi-
ously inadmissible, as in Apoplexy, or where there
is great determination of blood to the head, depend-
ing upon constitutional causes ; Pregnancy ; Hernia ;
Prolapsus Uteri; Active Hzmorrhage from the lungs
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CLASS 1I.

e ig—

CATHARTICS.

AS a general rule it may be observed of cathartics,
that they ave capable of fulfilling three different indi-
cations :—1st. Simply to evacuate the bowels. 2d.
To excite an increased discharge from the mucous
coat of the intestines ; and 3d. To stimulate the neigh-
huurfhg viscera, and cause them to pour out a greater
quantity of their peculiar fluids. It seldom, or per-
hagls never, happens, that the same article will pro-
duce thes%three. different effects ; in order to do this
we must combine different substances in one formula,

T'here are some, as magnesia, that produce their
effect by absorbing the acid generated in the alimen-
tary canal, and becoming by this means converted
into a purgative salt. 'T'here are others, as aloes,
that expend their principal force upon the rectum and
great intestines, and for this reason are very advan-
tageously employed in diseases of the lower bowels,
as also in those of the uterus and its appendages.

These remedies should always be given on an
empty stomach ; if administered immediately after a
full meal they arrest the digestive process, are liable
to produce nausea, if not vomiting, and do not open
the bowels with the same certainty or effect. When
simple costiveness is to be removed, the evening may
be selected for the exhibition of a cathartic.

































































































































EMMENAGOGUES. 61

The patient is directed to take three twice in the day, followed
by twenty drops of the tinctura ferri muriatis, in a glass of
some bitter infusion.

This compound is sold by the apothecaries as a

patent medicine, under the name of Hooper’s Pills.
, Pills of Aloes, Sulphate of Iron, §c.

B. Sulphatis Ferri Exsiceati, 3j.

Pulveris Aloes, 3ij.
Caryophyli, gr. v.

Terebinthine Veneta, q. s.—ut fiant pilulze xx.
Signa.—One to be taken three times a day.

DECOCTIONS, TINCTURES, &¢.
Decoction of Seneka.

R. Radicis Senegwe Contuse, Zj.
Corticis Aurantii, 3ij.
Aqua Fluvialis, 0j.
Let the seneka simmer over a slow fire until the fluid is reduced
one-third; add the orange-peel, cover until cool, and then
strain.

" Dr. Chapman observes—¢ My rule.in the adminis-
tration of the medicine in these cases, (i. e. of ame-
norrheea,) is to give about four ounces of the decoc-
tion, more or less, during the day, according to the
circumstances of the case. But at the time when the
menstrual effort is expected to be made, and until the
discharge is actoally induced, I push the dose as far
as the stomach will allow, baving given as much as
two ounces every hour.”—Therapeutics,vol. I11. p. 38.

Mizture of Camphor, §c.
R. Camphorz, 3j.
Spiritus Vinosi Rectificati, q. s.—ut fiat pulvis: dein adde—
Pulveris Gummi Arabici, 3j.
Sacchari Albi, q. s.
Aquae Cinnamomi, Zj.
Fiat Mistura.































EPISPASTICS. 71

few times, and then the ceratum simplex, In orderto
keep it open, the weak epispastic, or savin ointment,
will be found sufficient.

In acute cases of disease, these remedies ought ne-
ver to precede those means which have a tendency to
reduce the system. Itis generally admitted, that other-
wise employed, they do harm, though there are indivi-
duals of acknowledged experience, who say ¢ they
can bring a patient to the blistering point at plea-
sure,” and in pleurisy, and some other acute diseases,
apply them soon afier a free bleeding. It is uuiver-
sally admitted that the blister shounld. be placed as
near the affected part as possible. In fevers, they are
usually put on the inside of the fore-arms or legs,
back of the neck, or between the shoulders.

Where the system is very prostrate, they should be
applied to the inside of the thighs, or the two last places
mentioned : for when the circulation is very langunid
in the extremities, they seldom draw well, and ave
even liable to produce gangrene by exhausting the
little vitality that remains.

Where, from peculiarity of constitution, strangury
is produced by them, we must take them off afler a
few hours, and bathe the part with sweet oil or some
such mild application—if this proves insufficient, re-
sort mast be had to diluent driuks, sach as flaxseed
tea or barley water, with the sweet spirits of nitre;
camphor or parsley tea, or bladders filled with warm
water and applied to the pubes. An opium supposi-
tory, or injection, will be found very advantageous.

It is said by some writers, that if a blister be
sprinkled with powdered camphor, previous to its
application, strangury will never result : this precau-







EPISPASTICS. e

Tartar Emetic Ointment.
R. Tartritis Antimonii, 3j.

Axungie Porcine, Zj.
Misce.—Secundum arten.

This ointment, when applied to the skin, is a slow
but certain means of exciting an eruption. We have
given the formula of Dr. Hannay, of Strauraer, in
Scotland. Dr. Jenner recommends a much larger pro-
portion of the antimony.

Tartar Emetic Solution.
k. Tartritis Antimonii, 3j.

Muriatis Hydrargyri, gr. v.

Aqua Distillatae, %j

Spiritus Lavandulze Compositi, 3j.

Solve sales in aqua, dein adde spiritum.

This solution is applied by wetting the fingers with
it and rubbing it on the part. The rubbing should be
continued for five or ten minutes, and after some hours
a pustular eruption will appear. This prescription is
taken from Dr. Hannay’s essay ¢ De Tartratis Jn-
timonii Usu Eaxterno,” p. 26.

It has been extolled in pertussts, dyspneea, congh,

pains in the chest, &c. and in the removal of incipi-
ent tumours.

ISSUES AND SETONS.

These remedies are employed as substitutes for
blisters, where a permanent discharge is desired.
We have therefore inserted the best rules for their
employment.

There are three kinds of issues in common use, by
cither of which we may procure a discharge of purn-
lent matter for any length of time that may be requir-
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CLASS XL

e —

NARCOTICS.

NARCOTICS have been denominated Sedatives,
from their power of diminishing action; JAnodynes,
from their capability of alleviating pain; and Hyp-
notics or Soporifics, from their power of inducing
sleep. A few words only will be necessary as general
rules for their administration, and any peculiarities
that individuals of the class may possess will be no-
ticed under the appropriate prescriptions. 1Tt is well
known they possess the power of fulfilling two indi-
cations, viz. of exciting and depressing the powers
of the system,

To obtain the first of these results, it is necessary
to begin with small doses, and repeat them frequently
—Wwhile in order to arrive at the second, a full dose
must be given, and not resorted to again for a consi-
derable length of time. We should also bear in mind,
that the system very soon becomes habituated to their
action, and the doses must be continually enlarged if it
1s found necessary to maintain their impression. The
difference between the susceptibility to their action
when the body is in a morbid or healthy condition,
should not be forgotten during their exhibition.

PILLS.
1. Pulveris Opii, er. Xij.
Saponis Albi, gr. iij. -
Misce et divide in pilulas xij.—Of which one is the ordinary
dose to produce sleep. '




























































110 TONICS.

Pills of Sulphate of Quinine, §.
R. Sulphatis Quiniz vel. Quinine, gr. x.

Conserve Rosarum, q. s.

Ut fiant pilulz x.—Signa.—One to be given every hour in the
apyrexia of intermittent fever.

These are the names given for the essential princi-
ple of the yellow bark by Brande in his Manual of
Pharmacy. Dr. Paris calls it Quina. There is also
another principle obtained from the cinchona lancifo-
lia, or pale bark, which possesses very nearly the
same powers as the first. ‘This is called Cinchonia.
These preparations produce all the effects of the Pe-
ruvian bark, and have now almost entirely super-
seded it. The sulphate of quinine affects the chest
of the consumptive patient with tightness in an equal
degree with the bark ; and we have several times ob-
served it to produce a soreness of the mouth exactly
resembling that resulting_ from mercury. 'T'he obser-
vations of some of our friends have confirmed this
fact.

An alkaline principle has recently been obtained
from the Common Dogwood, Cornus Florida, which
appears from the experiments of Dr. S. G. Morton to
be in most respects analogous to the quinine; it was
discovered by Mr. G. W. Carpenter of this city, who
calls it Cornine; it is used in the form of sulphate in
the same cases and in similar doses as the sulphate
of quinine.—Vide Philadelphia Medical Jowrnal, vol.
xi. p. 193,

Pills of Ammoniuret of Copper.
R. Cupri Ammoniati, 3j.
Conservae Rosarum, q. s.

Ut fiant pilulee xxx.—8igna.—One or two to be taken at bed
time. In Epilepsy.





















TONICS. 117

 Infusion of Quassia.
R. Ligni Quassiz.
Radicis Serpentariz.
Corticis Aurantii Contus®, . gss
Aque Bullientis, Oij.
Fiat infusum et cola.—Of which a tea-cupful may be taken cold, -
three times a day.

Decoction of Bark and Valerian.

* R. Corticis Cinchonz Contusee, Zj.
Boil in a pint of water for ten minutes, and strain.
R. Radicis Valeriane Contuse, Zj.
Aquee Bullientis, 0j.
Infuse for one hour and strain. —Add the decoction of bark to
this infusion, and give a tea-cupful cold, three or four times
a day.

This is a favourite prescription with Dr. Parrish,
in certain cases of head-ache which appear to depend
upon rheumatism, and which are entirely unmanage-

ble with the lancet, purgatives, &c. &c.

Infusion of Chamomile and Orange Peel.

R. Florum Anthemidis Nobilis, Zj.
Corticis Aurantu,
Aqua Frigide, {51

Macerate for twenty-four hours.—Dose.—A tea-cupful three or
four times a day.

The infusion of chamomile made with cold, is in
general more grateful to the patient than when made
with boiling water.

ﬂewcta;ﬂn of .Eng:u&mm Bark.

R. Corticis Cuspariz Febrifuge Contuse, Zj.

. Aqlize Fontanz, Ojss.
, Bml for fifteen or tw enty minutes, and strain.—Of this decoc-
tion a wine-glassful may be taken every two hours.
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CLASS XV.
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ASTRINGENTS.

DOCTOR CULLEN describes Astringents to be
¢ such substances as applied to the human body, pro-
duce contraction and condensation in the soft solids,
and thereby increase their density and force of cohe-
sion.” ¢ And by the operation of this corrugating
power,”” adds Dr. Murray, ¢ either directly exerted
on a part, or extended by sympathetic action, the
morbid affections arising from a state of relaxation
are supposed to be removed.”

In the use of this class of medicines, there is one
caution suggests itself; viz. that they should not be
given to arrest evacuations that are critical, and de-
signed by nature to relieve a plethoric state of the

system ; unless, however, such evacuation exists to
an alarming extent.

POWDERS, &c.

Compound Powder of Sulphate of Alumine.

E. Sulphatis Aluminze et Potasse, Dj.
Pulveris Kino, gr. v.

Misce.—Fiant pulveres v.—Signa.—One every two hours. In
obstinate diarrhcea.
This compound, though much employed and prais-

ed F)y some practitioners, contains substances incom-
patible with each other.


















126 ASTRINGENTS.

Gargle of Borax, §u.

R. Sub-boratis Sodz, 3j.
Tincturee Myrrha, Zss.
Mellis Despumati, %j-.
Aquz Rosarum, Ziv.
Fiat Gargarysma.—To be used as the former.

Injection of Muriate of Ammonia, &o.
B. Muriatis Ammonia, gr. i. vel. 1j.
Hydrargyri Corrosivi, gr. iij.
Aquz Fontanz, Ziv.
Fiat injectio.—To be used in Chronic Gonorrheea,

Injection of Acetate of Zinc.
k. Acetatis Zinei, gr. viij.

Aque Rosarum, Ziv.
Fiat injectio.—Used in Gonorrhoea Virulenta. |

In all of these preparations the rose water is an
elegant menstruum ; and it possesses the advantages
of being slightly astringent, and rendered pure by
distillation. Where it can be obtained, we would al-
ways recommend it for injections and collyria.

' ‘Injection of Armenian Bole, &¢.
B. Sulphatis Zinci, Dj. ;
Boli Armenge, Bij.
.Pulveris Gummi Arabiei, 3ij.
Aque Fontis, Zviij. ;
Fiat injectio.—To be used in Gonorrheea.

Ll

We would observe that the injections for Gonor-
rheea, should be frequently thrown up the urethra
through the day; the patient placing his finger upon l
. the perineum, near the neck of the bladder, to pre-

vent the remedy reaching so far as to produce unie-
cessary irritation.

















































































