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an, and carotid arteries, to the extent of nearly an
inch, was dissolved and carried away by ulceration;”
so that in the one we are told of the thickened state
of the vessel, which, in the succeeding, is declared to
have been carried away by the ulcerative process.

In describing the operation, a thickened and dis-
coloured state of coats of the subclavian artery was
mentioned, which discouraged the Doctor from tying
a ligature round it; but in the dissection, nothing
more is related concerning the state of this vessel,
than what is contained in the following unsatisfacto-
ry, and to us unintelligible, sentence: “The subcla-
vian artery, internally and externally to the disease,
was pervious,” (page 42.) On opening the tumour,
we are informed that it was much diminished, and
that the clavicle was involved in it, found carious,
and entirely disunited about the middle.~ A number
of lymphatic glands under the clavicles, and particu-
larly the left, were considerably enlarged, and when
cut into, very soft, and evidently in a state of scrofu-
lous suppuration; and then the following sentence
concludes the account, “No other morbid appear-
ance was observed.”

This 1s truly an important disclosure, and to us
quite satisfactory, that poor Bateman’s disease was
not understood, and that he was unnecessarily sub-
jected to the operation which was performed.

“Far from being of opinion that the *“noblest ef-
forts of scientific surgery” were made for the relief
of this poor man; we believe that the mode of ope-
ration, and the after treatment, were highly objec-
tionable; but want of time prevents us at present
from entering fully on these subjects.”
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It would, however, be unjust in me, not to allow
- you some credit for your penetration. You have dis-
covered that the patient did not feel something give
way, and farthermore, that Doctors Mott, Post, Kis-
sam, and Stevens, were deceived when present,
while you were perfectly correct, though a sojourner
in Philadelphia. It appears also, that Dr. Hosack
attended: his peculiar province is certainly not sur-
gery; but allow me to remark, by the way, that he
has an eye and an ear for every department. The
pillars of the New-York College are firm, uniting the
strength of the Doric column with the ornament of
the Corinthian Capital.

But to proceed : « feeling these doubts, on reading
the history of the case, we fully expected to have had
them cleared away by the dissection after death, but
in this expectation we have been greatly disappoint-
ed.”—So it appears that you still entertain doubts,
after having published your belief that the tumour
was not an aneurism; you should have kept this to
yourself. If a man doubts what he has asserted,
who will be generous enough to differ with him in
opinion ?

But, sir, how do you make up your mind with re-
gard to the operation? Not by comparison, for it
was never performed before ; not by witnessing the
mode, for you were in Philadelphia. It must, there-
fore, either be attributed to your omnipresence or
intuition. When the history of this case was publish-
ed, it was not deemed important to enter into posi-
tive or laboured discussions relative to diagnosis,
The surgeons of New-York supposed it to be aneu-
risin ; perhaps the Philadelphia students may agree
with them. for students are obliged to read, in self-
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