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"ETANUS,

m

e —

cal Lecture in Med. Gaz. vol. ii. p. 344,) mention-
ed oi one oceasion that the seventeenth day was
the latest at which he had known invasion take
place. Sir Gilbert Blane, in his work on Diseases
of Seamen, gives a range of four weeks. Fournier-
Pescay, declares that he has known it occur at a
period longer than a month, and, on the other
hand, that in some very rare instances only a few
hours have clapsed. We have already alluded
to a case in which the disease not only took place,
but was falal in a quarler of an hour afier the
injury.

[In 128 observed cases, sccording to Mr. Cur-
ling, (op. cif.) the disease appeared from the dth
to the 14th day, in B1.]

Morbid Anatomy. — Though little if any
thing of value is to be gathered from the researches
which have hitherto been prosecuted in this de-
partnent, it would be highly improper to pass them
altogether without notice.

In the dissection of a case related by Bonetus,
there was found nothing preternatural in the organs
of the thorax and abdomen, but the ventricles of
the brain were filled « materid quidam viscidi ac
glutinosd, colore luten, vitello overum perquam
simili sed fetidi admodum.” He adds, « Hee
incumbens principio nervorum tam seva eympto-
mata in subjectis partibus excitirat. Venm inter-
currentes utramque cerebri meningem, admodum
turgide erant bilioso sanguine.” (Anat Pract. lib.
i. 8. 13.) Morgagni relates the appearances in
three cases of tetanus. In one there was some
venous congestion in the thorax, neck, and head,
with more vascularity than natural of the medul-
lary matter of the brain. (Epist. Anat. Med. liv.
art. 44.) In another there was a somewhat larger
quantity of serum than usual in the ventricles of
the brain; the cerebrum was firm in tissue, but
the cerchellum rather soft. (Epist. liv. art. 49.)
The third presented no morbid appearances, ex-
cepting a very little serum in the left lateral ven-
tricle. (Epist. x. art. 2.)

In recent times particular attention has been
directed to the appearance of the spinal cord, Dir.
Reid, in his work on Tetanus, describes what he
considerad Lo be an inflammatory condition of the
membranes, with or without the elfusion of serum.
Bimilar appearances had previously been men-
tioned by Burserios, who observed them in the
ease of & man who died of the disease afier ex-
posure o cold in a state of intoxication. Fournier-
Pescay, who, while serving in the army, never
neglected an opportunity of dissecting the bodies
of these who died of tetanus, states that Auid blood
was often found effused between the dura and pia
mater, that the vessels of the latter membrane
were gorged with blood, and that the cerebral sub-
slance was depressed.  He makes no remark on
the state of the spinal cord. (Dict des Sc. Méd.
tom. Iv. p. 6.) HRochoux ciles Tronka and other
authorities in testimony of similar facts. (Dict.
de Méd. tom. xx. p. 338.) The periodicals of the
last twenty years furnish several cases in which
maorbid appearances were said to be found in the
spinal cord or its envelopes.® Bul since anato-

® Eop particularly the notiee of a case examined by
m;;,mu. in Med, Chir, Bev. July, 1218 ; aleo Uwo cases

ofcssar Brora, of Padun, in Lond Med. and

Phys,
i Beplember, 1818 and one by Mr. Brayoe, in Med,
Repository, July, 1531,

mists have learned to place less reliance upon mere
redness and turgescence as indications of inflam-
mation during life, the profession have become
less and less satisfied as to the constant presence
of morbid changes in the spines of tetanic patients,

OF the cases communicaled tw Hennen, many
presented the cord and its membranes in a per-
fectly natural condition, and he had reason to sus-
pect that the apparent lesions of these parts were
often due to the rude use of the chisel and saw.
The vnskilful mode in which we have often known
the operation of exposing the contents of the ver-
tebral column Iu-rfmmed, leads us to consider '.:his
| author's conjecture a very probable one. Sir B.
Brodie could never satisfy himeell that these parts
were diseased, (Los eit.)  Dr. Elliotson consi-
ders the appearances deseribed to be rather inei-
dental than essential, (Lecture reported in Med.
Gaz. vol. xi. p. 469) ; and Mr. Morgan, after men-
tioning that in some cages eerebral congestion and
increased vascularity or morbid deposits in the
lmpi:ml membranes have been discovered, declares
| that in other cases he has looked in vain for the
: same appearances. (Op. cil. p. 28.) The following
| passuge in a lecture delivered by Professor Mayo,
ot King's College, has just caught our sitention.
CuIn the mugeum of Bl Thomas's Hospital, 1 am

informed by Mr. Green, there are two specimens

| of the spinal cord, the membranes of which are
' studded with little cartilaginons and earthy Gakes,
taken from patients who died of tetanus. These
:lmall l;lepuu';ls did nat, it is o be pmumad, pro-
| duce the ietanus, but they probably had made the
spinal cord prefernaturally irritable.  (Med. Gaz.
Jan, 17, 1835.)

Baron Larrey states that be often found the
pharynx and csopliagus in a state of constriction,
and their mucous membranes inflamed, and covered
with a viscid reddish-coloured secretion, (Op. cit.
i p. 248) ; appearances which it is more reason-
able to altribute to the violent nclion in these parts,
than to consider as concerned in the pathology.
Some observers have thought that they recognised
the effeels of inflammation in the stomach and in-
testines, but they do not specify any thing more
than such alterations of colour as are often the
result of eadaveric changes, We except from this
remark a case related by Andral, (Clinique Médi-
eale, L. iv. p. 444), in which dissection presented
very unequivocal signe of gastritis; but this was
evidently the exciling not the proximate cause of
| the attack. This distinguished pathologist con-
; Jectures that the patient must have had a very
| strong pradisposition to the disorder, and thatl any

lesion would have produced the seizure. Dr. M-
Arthur found in his dissections a very peculiar ap-
| pearance in the contents of the alimentary canal,
| particularly in the stomach. In one case «the
villous. coat of the stomach was covered with a
peculiarly offensive smelling yellow matter,” (Med.
Chir. Trans. vol, vii. p. 469) ; the mucus in the
wsophagus was of the same colour ; and in anather
case, * the yellow Auid éMervesced on coming in
contact with the external air.” (Med. Chir. Trans.
vol. vii. p. 475.) Fournier-Pescay also speaks of
a j’allﬂwii-h or greenish coloured mucosily found
in the stomachs of some of his patients. Worms
we have already mentioned, have been frequently
. found in the intestines ; they are particularly taken
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