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their turn yield to the chemist the elementary principles of animal
matter. [If we add to these improvements the discoveries of Serres,
and Geoffroy St. Hilaire, in Transcendental Anatomy ; of Ehrenberg,
Donne, Mandl, and others, in Microscopic Anatomy ; of Cruveilhier,
Andral, Louis and Carswell, in Pathological Anatomy ; of Velpeau
and Breschet, in Embryology ; and of Cuvier, Meckel and Carus, in
Comparative Anatomy, we must acknowledge that in this department
of our profession, the present century has far exceeded any other in
the multiplicity gnd importance of its results—that it has indeed made
of Anatomy a new science,

Physiology, the offspring of Anatomy, has advanced with it under
the fostering care of Magendie, Bell, Burdach, Muller, and Carpen-
ter, who, by direct experiments and vivisections, have elevated it to a
degree of importance equal at least to that of any other of our profes-
sional acquirements,

Most of our principles of diagnosis, and consequently, of the treat-
ment of diseases, are founded on the knowledge of the normal functions
of the organs; hence, every step made by Physiology must be hailed
as a victory., But, however much we may perfect our means of
scrutiny, there is a limit beyond which we can never hope to penetrate.
Of efficient causes, of the manner in which results are produced, we
must ever remain ignorant. We know, for example, that there issue
from the spinal cord numerous nervous filaments, certain of which
convey to the parts to which they are distributed the faculty of motion,
whereas the others preside over sensibility ; but it were difficult
indeed to assign the cause of this difference of function, and much
more so that of the production of either. These limits to the human
understanding are not peculiar to the study of animal functions; they
are felt in all sciences. The natural philosopher is taught the lesson
of humility by the very first laws of physicks.  The communication
of motion from one body to another by impulse, appears a very simple
phenomenon, but how little idea have we of the cause of it! we say
the bodies touch each other, and so the motion is communicated. But
in the first place, we cannot say why a body in motion, coming in
contact with one at rest, should put the latter in motion ; and farther,
we know that they do notcome in contact. We may consider it indeed
as ascertained, that there is no such thing as the actual contact of bo.
dies under these circumstances ; and therefore, the fact which appears
so simple, comes to be as unaccountable as any phenomenon in nature,
What again, appears more intelligible than an unsupported body falling
to the ground ?  Yet, what is more inexplicable than that one mass
of matter should thus dact upon another, at any distance, and even
though a vacuum be interposed between them 2"’ We know that food
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Nor has the Practice of Medicine, properly so called, been behind
the other branches of our studies, in the march of improvement. In.
deed, we hesitate not to say, that more has been accomplished in this
department during this, than had been done for many centuries previ-
ous—I might perhaps, without exaggeration, say since the days of
Galen. The dawn of this most brilliant epoch of positive medicine is
marked by ébservations tending to facilitate the Diagnosis of Diseases,
without a correct knowledge of which, practice can never be but the
most fatal empiricism. The origin of correct diagnosis is to be found
in the valuable work of Pinel, who first attempted a classification of dis-
eases according to the peculiar structure or tissue affected. Bichat
seized the idea thus advanced, and emblazoned it with the researches of
his active and philosophic mind. Broussais, with his characteristic en-
thusiasm and energy,advocated the localization of diseases, and eagerly
invoked the aid of post-mortem examinations as alone capable of indi-
cating their true seat and nature. The impulse of localization was
given, and Pathological Anatomy, hitherto but little known, was re-
cognized as its most powerful and legitimate auxilliary. Diseases, so
long regarded as incomprehensible entities, as subtle agencies spread-
ing their noxious influence throughout the system, and attacking with
equal virulence all its parts, were now to be divested of their mysteri-
ous character, reduced to known laws of organized matter, and eir-
cumscribed in their existence to fixed organs. The French metropo.
lis, in which the principles of reform were diffused, combined all the
advantages requisite to the performance of the task. Its numerous
hospitals, with appended and well regulated amphitheatres, thrown
open to the lovers of science by an enlightened and liberal govern-
ment, became so many head-quarters, thronged with men of genius
and untiving industry, from all nations. The symptoms and treatment
of every case, as well as the post-mortem appearances of all who died,
were carefully recorded for the purpose of furnishing the most valua-
ble deductions. Diagnosis enlightened, special modes of treatment
extensively and systematically tested, medical statistics carefully
kept, and facts substituted for theories, have yielded results that are
now being applied in every land. 'The labours of Broussais, Cruveil-
hier, Andral, Rostan, and Louis, in France; of Graves, Stokes, Hall,
Elliotson, and others, in Great Britain, would furnish us with ample
matter for expatiation ; our limits, however, will permit us only to
dwell a few moments, to pay our tribute to the memory of the immortal
Laennee, unquestionably the individual who has done most for Medi-
cine since the early ages of the profession ; for if; as we have already
repentedly asserted, facts constitute the only true elements of Science,
he who has accumulated the greatest mass should stand foremost
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amongst its benefactors. And who since Hippocrates has contributed
such a body of them as Laennec?

Endowed with a mind of the first order, and with industry that
knew no bounds, a liberal education had prepared him for the laurels
he was to reap in the prosecution of a profession, to which he was
enthusiastically devoted. He early saw the invaluable advantages of
the system of study then prosecuted by his compeers, and devoted
himself most zealously to the investigations of Pathological Anatomy,
which he enriched with many striking observations, He had already
won for himself considerable distinetion, when, on visiting a lady who
had an affection of the heart, it oceurred to him that perhaps the sounds
usually heard by applying the ear over the region of this organ, might
be modified by disease, and if so, it would be interesting to note such
modifications. Delicacy, however, forbade the immediate application
of the ear in this case, and his fertile imagination supplied the means
by which the exploration might be effected without the least improprie-
ty. Knowing how readily solid media transmit sound, yet having no-
thing better at hand, he rolled up firmly a few sheets of letter paper,
and, placing one end of the scroll against the patient’s chest, applied
his ear to the other. His countenance brightened as every beat of the
heart revealed the importance of his discovery, He carried his rude
instrument over the chest, and, to his delight, found that even the gen-
tle murmur of the air penetrating the intricacies of the lungs was per-
fectly audible. Elated with these results—for he immediately perceived
their importance—he sought the best material for the conduction of
sound, and invented the instrument to which he applied the name of
Stethoscope, from the Greek, stethos, the chest, and scopeo, I explore.
He then, at the Neckar Hospital, devoted himself assiduously to the -
study of the peculiarities produced in the pulmonary and eardiac
sounds by disease, determined their relation to particular symptoms
and conditions, by daily post-mortem examinations, and finally pub-
lished to the world that imperishable monument of genius, industry,
and sagacious induction, the Treatise on Auscultation.

The application of auscultation and pereussion by Laennec, com-
pletely unmasked one of the most extensive and hitherto obscure classes
of diseases to which mankind is subject, and one in which may be
found perhaps the cause of more mortality than exists in any other.
The diagnosis of Pulmonary affections was so little understood prior
to the researches of this acute and indefatigable physician, that it was
almost impossible to distinguish their various forms from each other.
Pleurisy and Pneumonia, Tubercular Ulceration and Catarrh, were
continually confounded. Empyema, Emphysema, Chronic Pleurisy,
Chronic Pneumonia, &c., were mere subjects of conjecture. At pre.


















