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and remains longest, in the nectared corolln, that stores its cells with
honey. They must learn the great and momentous truth, that habits of
study can only be acquired by application—that he who floats upon the
surface, will never learn to dive and bring up the pearls, that lie far down
in the dark and deep waters beneath him. Encouragingly, however, would
I say to all the students of this group—do not be without hope—every
succeeding day, if you do your duty, the obstacles to your progress will
lessen, your vocabulary increase, your powers of analysis strengthen,
your adhesiveness to a difficult problem become more pertinacious, your
methods of study more systematic, and your acquisitions more copious.

We must advance to a rirri group, There are among you, many
who feel themselves under the necessity of going into practice after at-
tending a single course of lectures. I deeply regret, as I hope they do
themselves, that there should be such necessity, for the benefits which
medical schoo's may confer, can be but partially acquired in a single sea-
sion; and heve I feel it my duty, publicly to declare, that no one ought to
commence the study of medicine, without first consulting the cost, and
ascertaining that he has means adequate to an ample course of study.
Now what advice shall I give to the members of this group? Shall I tell
them, to direct theirattention on practical subjects, and load their portfolios
with rules and recipes? By no means, for no advice could be more inju-
dicious: No recipe for making an empiric could be more skilfully de-
vised. All experience proves, that when younz men commence their ca-
reer with practical labours, they are prone to neglect theoretical investiga-
tions. They become men of precepts, instead of principles. They may,
in certain lines of practice, be adroit and successful; but eannot depart from
the beaten track, and when new or unexpected difficulties arise, they are
thrown aback, or grope their way in a darkness which the light of science
only ean dispel. I say, then, to the members of this group, bestow your
attention on the primary branches—the first elements. Make yourselves
good anatomists; for if thoroughly acquainted with the structure of the
body, you may afterwards become good skilful surgeons by your own un-
assisted efforts; but if you begin with operative surgery, your labors will
be uncertain, and your advancement bounded by the narrowest limits.
I would say, study chemistry, pharmacy, the natural history and modus
operandi of medicines;—you may soon learn to apply them to the cure of
diseases, and at last range through the whole nosology; but if you begin
with the practical application of medicines, the properties and habitudes
of which you do not understand, you will permanently enrol yourselves
in the ranks of empiricism. I would say, devote yourselves to physiolo-
gy, pathology, and pathological anatomy—to the functions of the organs,
to the general or elementary types of morbid action, and to the corres-
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suggest. 'The most respectable young man was, then, not he who culti-
vated his mind and purified his heart from every foul and ferocious pro-
pensity, but he who was most ready and dexterous in plunging a dagger
into the bosom of him who should give the slightest offense ;—albeit, none
might have been intended, and the innocent offender perhaps his dearest
friend, Itis delightful to kuow, that this relic of barbarism lingers in the
bosom of so few of the young men of the present generation—that the
hereditary diathesis of blood-thirstiness, has so nearly run out—that the
moral sentiments have begun to triumph over the animal passions—and
that a law of kindness is so rapidly superseding that of violence. This
happy amelioration, has so greatly reduced the number of those who take
delight in quarrelling, or find pleasure in making the more pacific or feeble
stand aside, when they may choose to select a certain path, that but few
among you can be referred to the group of desperadoes.  To those few |
would say, if you have the courage and the high und guick sense of honor
which you claim, it is inconsistent with your pretensions, and unworthy
of your arrogated dignity, to impose upon, or provoke a quarrel, with fel-
low students, who have adopted a different theory of the duties and dig-
pity of human nature—who aim at subduing their violent passions, and
seek to elevate their moral feelings, and theirsense of justice, over all the
gross or grovelling prineiples of their nature. To enter into combat with
such an one, is not the way, honestly,to earn the distinction which chivalry
professes to regard as desirable. That reputation can only be achieved, by
success in equal combat; but the combat is never equal, where one of the
parties has inflamed those passions which he holds in common with wild
beasts and savages—while the other has cherished those which, universally
adopted, would spread peace and joy over the whole earth. Gladly would
I persuade such of you as delicht in browbeating and bullying, to take
higher views of the end for which you were created; I beseech you to
study the nature of human excellence, and follow out to their le-
gitimate, their unfailing results, the various sentiments and passions, which
sway the heart of man and mould his destiny; do this faithfully, and
you will perceive and feel the truth of all that I have said; that which
now seems beautiful to you will appear deformed, and much which youn
uow enjoy will become disgusting—but your happiness will increase, and
a brighter and nobler destiny open to your purified vision.

Young gentlemen: I must now address you in the aggregate. There
are some sinister biasses of character which American students gen-
erally—most certainly those of the West and South—possess to a much

higher degree than they are aware.

1. Maost of them think of the profession too much as a tradesman thinks
2


















