Anniversary address, delivered to the School of Literature and the Arts, at
Cincinnati, November 23, 1814 : published by order.

Contributors

Drake, Daniel, 1785-1852.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
[Cincinnati] : Printed by Locker and Wallace, [1814]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/vr556fag

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







ANNIVERSARY ADDRESS.

Gentlemen—

You have equal reason with myself, to regret the
absence of that distinguished member,* to whom was
assigned the delivery of an oration en this evening.
Having, so recently, been appointed his successor, I
should not venture to exhibit my erude and desultory
performanee, which has been hastily executed in the
midst of pre-existing engagements, but for a convietion,
that his removal has imposed on every member an obli-
gation to augmented indostry. Under this impression,
and in the hope of your indulgence, I shall proeced
with eonfidenee in the exeeation of my task.

Our first year’s labors were closed, by the interesting
diseourse, which has just been read. BDuring that pe-
riod, we have assembled, for literary exercise, more
than twenty times; and aur President has delivered, on
Astronomy and Natural Philosophy, a variety of Lee-
tures, equally eloquent and perspicuous. He has de-
dueced from them sentiments both amiable and exalted,
such as a philosophieal survey of the works of Gop
invartably exeite ; and hasinterspersed them with many
impressive recommeundations of the pleasure conferred
by the acquisitions of knowledge: Thus, from his la-
bers have resulted both instruction of the understand-
ing, and improvement of the heart. The objeefs and
charaeter of our infant asseciation have leen tefined
and established ; an impetus has been given it, and
regular exertion only is wanting, te raise it into notice
and respeetability. ;

" The essays of the members, if less learned and pro-
found, have equalled all reasonable expectation. - Some

* Josizh Meigs, Esqtire.
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of them consist chiefly of original matter, while others
manifest a degree of research, which is honorable to
their authors, and auspicious to the Sehool.

It would be amusing (o review their contents, but be-
ing restricted to limits too narrow for that undertaking,
I will sabstitate a catalogue of their titles; that, by a
single glance we may see the number and diversity of
the subjects to which our attention has been directed.
I shall enumerate them in the order of their delivery :

-t An Essay on ¥ducation—2 on the Earthquakes of
1811, 1812 and 1813—3 on Light—4 on Carbon—3 on
Air—6 on the Mind—7 on Agriculturc—8 on Calorie
—9 on Gravitation—10 on lustinet—1it¢ Notices of
the Aurore Boreales of the 17th of April and 11th of
September, 1814—12 an Essay on Water, considered
chemically and hydrostatically—13 on Cammon Sense
—14 on Heat—135 on the Mechanical Powers—16 on
the Theery of Earthquukes—17 on Enthusiasm—18
on the Geology of Cincinnati aud its vicinity, illustra-
ted with mineral specimens and a vertical map—19 on
the Internal Commerce of the United States—20.0n
Hydrogen—21 on Rural Eeonomy—22 on the Geology,
of some parts of New-York—23 on General Commerce.

The third and subordinate portion of our exercises,
poetical recitation, has been strictly performed ; and
our ArLsuy of poetry alveady exhibits specimens indi-,
cative of a cultivated taste, 'The proposition to econ-,
nect with the picces recited, sueh eritical remarks as
they may suggest, has reeeived some attention, and
promises to give to this branch of our performances an
mterest and dignity which were not originally antici-

ated.
¥ Such, briefly, is the character of our introductory la-
bors. - ‘Fheir retrospection cannot fail to excite a por-,
tion of ecomplaceney and kope in ourselves, tho from our
fellow citizens they ma{,extﬂrt neither the meed of ap-
probation,nor the humbler reward of occasional attends<
ance. 'L'hese, however, are certainly attaivable. / Our
lot, gentlemen, is cast in a region abundant in but few
things, exeept the produets of a rich and unexhausted
soil. Learning, philesophy and taste, are yet in early

:
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infancy, and the standard of exeellence in literatire and
science is proportionably low. Henee, acqiiirements,
which in older and more enlizhtened countries would
scarcely raise an individual to mediocrity, will here
place him in a commanding station. Those who at-
tain to ‘superiority in the community of which they
are. members, are' relatively great. © Literary ex-
cellenee inParis, London or Edinburgh is incomparable
with the same thing in Philadelphia, New-York or
Boston: while each of these, in turn, has a standard of
merit, which may be contrasted, but cannot be compa-
red, with that of Lexington or Cincinnati. Still, com-
{-}aruﬁve superiority 'in Europe, the Atlantic states, or

ack-woods, is equally gratifying; and gives to him
who possesses it, the same influenee over the ecommu-
nity to which he helongs. - L,

But it will, perhaps, be asserted, that in a state so
youngas this, no literary distinetion is attainable. that
would ountvalue its cost ; that academies and ecolleges
are as yet seareely “instituted ; that libraries, philoso-
phical apparatus and scientifie teachers are equally rare
and imperfeet ; that associations for improvement,
animated and impelled by a persevering spirit, can find
no habitation in these rude and ehequered settlements ;
and, lastly, that our countrymen are aceustomed to look
with frigid indifference on'every species of literary
effort. This is, indeed, pouring eold water on the
flame of' literary ambition : but that noble passion is
not to be thus extinguished ; and if a single spark re-
main, it will enable us to pereeive, through the Gothic
darkness which envelopes our literature and seience,
the certain tho narrow paths to a brighter region.

New countries, it is true, eannot afford the lﬁegﬂ.ﬂﬂiﬂs
and refinements of learning ; bat they are not so unpro-
pitious to the growth of intellect, as we generally sup-
pose. The facilities of improvement which they fur-
nish, differ from those of an old country, more in'kind,
than degree.” In new countries, the émpire of prejudice
is comparatively insignificant ; and the mind, not de-
pressed by the dogmas of licensed authority, nor fet-
tered by the chains of inexorable custom, is left free to

A2
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of arts, of talents, of virtues, and of religious prineiples,
whieh forwred of the whole but one single people, dis-
posed to exist internally in the most perfeet harmony,
to resist every ,extemnf invader, and to amalgamate
with all the rest of the human race,”

A state of soeiety analogous to this is actually pre-
sented by Ohio. In no country of the same age and
nunibers, do the immigrants exhibit more diversity.
The sister states, from Georgia to Maine—the Canadas
and West-Indies—the united kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and the empires of Europe, from the
shores of the Baltie to the Mediterranean, have eontri-
buted to inerease and variegate our population. With
the currents of emigration from those countries, have
flown into this, many peealiar customs, manners and
sentiments, which furnish the elements of a new nation-
al eharaeter, and display, if not the works of eacl;, at
least the prineiples on which they were designed and
exeeuted A soeiety, thus eompounded, has iwithin
itself no indifferent substitute for travelling; and exhi-
bits, in the lapse of time, what belongs naturally to
change of place. ,

It requires but little reflection on the comparative
influence of these causes, and those, operating among
a people regulated by a confirmed system of Taws and
customs, where the national eharacter is uniform and
the authority of precedent iudisputable, to perceive,
that the developements of mind which they effect, are
on very.difterent priveiples ; and that the former Lave
many advantages over the latter. To illusivate their
relative effects by a metaphor, it may be said, that the
operations of intelleet, in an old eountry, are like the
waters of a deep eanal, which, flowing between arlifi-
cial banks; pursue an equable and uniform eourse ;
while in a new country, they resemble the stream which
euts itsown ehannel in the wilderness; rolls successively
in every direetion ; has a current, alternately swift and
slow 3 is frequently shallow; but always free, diver-
sified and natural. "The former is eminently useful for
a single purpose—the latter ean be made subservient

to many, .
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For these differences, gentlemen, an additienal rea-
son may be assigned. Old states are abundant in the
means of imparting elementary knowledge ; new ones,
in occasions for applying it practically. This is pre-
eminently the case in the natural sciences, and to these
chiefly I propose to advert. "The larger and more com-
mon objects of a country are soon deseribed ; but these
are not always the most wonderful or numerous. Pro-
ductions exhibiting ereat eomplexity of strueture, and
connected with each other and with man by very sur-
prising and complicated relations, are frequently mi-
nute, or neglected. In Great Britain, the strata,
which had for centuries sustained the footsteps of suc-
cessive tribes of geologists, have recently yielded,to the
observations of Mr. William Swmith, results equally
new and interesting. In France, the vicinity of Paris
afforded to Jussien, more than a hundred new plants,
after having been explored for forty years by the penc-
trating eye of "L'ournafort. More reeently, the envi-
rons of the same eity, for a thousand years the metropo-
lis of the empire of physical science, 'I)mve rewarded the
genius and industry of Cuvier, with a rich museum of
quadruped remains, the living archetypes of which the
world cannot at this time furnish. 1If, in Europe, such
enviable conquests were reserved for the naturalists
of the present day, what vast acquisitions may not be
made in the region of the Ohio, where the germs of
eivilization have not been planted more than half a
eentury !

On this subjeet, gentlemen, our entbusiasm ean
searcely rise to excess. 'Weare surrounded by a bound-
less region, redundant in ohjects the most novel and in-
viting—where the strong may exhaust their mightiest
energies 3 and the weak may find, in the luxuriance of
the harvest, a substitute for strength—wlhere gleaning
is neither necessary nor praeticable, and the time else-
where employed in seareh of fruitful fields, is devoted
to selection in the midst of umiversal plenitude. But
let us descend to particulars.—The eclimate of this
country cxhibits many singular phenomena: To note
and compare them with these ufP other climates, and *
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thereby to ascertain the laws peeuliar to each and com-
mon to all, are ehjects of great interest to the Meteoro-
logist, and remain to be aceomplished. To observe
the symptoms peculiar to our discases, investigate their
causes, and assign their remediecs ; to mark the sucees-
sion of epidemics, and point out the means of prevent-
ing endewmics, are duties of the first consequence, which
the physicians of this country have yet to perform. To
analyze and eompare the vyrieties in our soil, and as-
sign to each its appropriate species of culture ;—to
ascertam the extent and diversities of the great ealea-
reous strata which support this region, classify their
marine exuvige, and investigate their marbles, their sa-
line deposits and metallurgic precipitates; to explore
the traets of sandstone which are oecasionally found,
and bring to light their beds of coal ; to survey and dis-
integrate our extensive alluvions, determine the process
of their. formation, their richness in iron ore, in cop-
peras, alum, clays and ochres, their autiquity, and their
vegetable and animal remains ;—to collect and arrange
specimens of the granite, mica-slate, gneiss and other
primitive stoues ; which, detached from their kindred
strata in the depths of the earth, are here scattered
over the surface in profusion; to discover the region
from whieh they were derived, and assign the species of
convalsion which transported them hither ;—to examine
and point out, to the infirm and disordered, those
mineral springs which possess a heuling power ;—
and lastly, to analyze the waters of our salines, and
increase their utility, by extracting from them, the
sulphates of soda and magnesia, with other valuable
medicines, are ohjeets which offer to the Geologist and
Chemist, and to society generally, a recompence of
the highest order. Lo diseover, examine and describe
the plants peculiar to this region ; to ecompare ifs gene-
ral botany with that of other countries between the same
parallels ; to determine the latitudes of certain plants
common to this and other states; to investigate and
bring into notiee such of our indigenous vegetables as
would be useful in medicine and the arts ; to search for
species, whieh, by proper cultivation, would beeome ar-
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tieles of nourishment ; and lastly, to enrieh our pas-
tures with some of the numerous grasses which adorn
our fertile prairies, would immortalize the names of a
greater number of Botanists than the United States can
at present boast. Fimally, our Zoology, in the elasses
of quadrupeds and birds, would not furnish mueh no-
velty; but in the departments containing the more im-
perfeet animals, many curiosities might unquestionably
be found. Our fishes, reptiles, insects and vermes re-
main to be examined; and promise to those who under-
take it, the reward of a distinguished reputation.

- These, gentlemen, are some of the desiderata in our
Natural l’fistnry. Their namber, variety and magni-
tude are scareely surpassed by these of any country of'
the earth. They are at once the objeets and' stimuli of
mdustry, the springs of ambition, and the fuel of
enthusiasm.

Tothe Naturalist, they furnish the means not only
of applying, but of extending, correcting and im proving
his elementary knowledge, : :
" Tothe Philosopher of expanded views, they offer a
theme for the sublimest eontemplation. Directing his
eye to the strata on which he treads, their marine ori-
gin is obvious, and lic is instantly carried back in asto-
nishment, to the era, when this greatl region, naw over-
shadowed by lofty forests or embellished with farms
and villages, presented nothing but a deep and inter-
minable waste of waters. While eagerly attentive teo
the proeess, by which thé habitations of its animals
were converted mto stone, at the hottom of this ocean,
he is interrupted and suddenly ealled to speeulate on
the causes which"produced its entire dispersion. The
surface of the new made earth being exposed to view,
his euriosity is exeited by the formation of rivers.
Where the grand and stately Missouri, Ohio and Mis-
s1ssippi now roll ‘their currents, he sees nothing but
depressions, abounding in ponds and morasses. Swelled
by copious rains, lie perceives these waters surmonnt
their barriers, and accumulate in the south, until hy
their irresistable weight, all obstacles are borne down,
and the impetuous - torrent mingles with the ocean.
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Descending from this period, he is oceupied in eontem-
Elnting the plants and animals of the new continent.
Vhere submarine groves of red ceral but lately grew,
he sees forests of majestic oak arise. Where the
sponge attached its slender forms, he perceives the lux-
uriant maize* shoot forth, to nourish future nations,
The traets which avere once encumbered with myriads
of shell-fish, he now sees verdant with shrubs and
herbage, infested with the rattle-snake and wolf, enli-
vened with deer and elk, or pressed by the gigantic
forms of the elephant and mammoth, long since extinet,
Lastly, in the lapse of time he is bronght to contem-
plate the arrival of man. Observes, his progress from
the north-west, his temporary locations by the way, and
more lasting settlements.on the banks of the Ohio. His
enclosures of earth for permanent residence—maunds
for the erection of temples—embankments for defence ;
and his manufactures of ¢lay and shells, of stone and
eopper, constituting the.achme of his perfection in the
arts. Finally, to the nnwilling yiew is presented the
gloomy spectacle of exterminating wars, and decline in
eivilization ; with his ultimate degradation into the
present savage, his exile .to some  distant country, or
entire annihilation,

Such, gentlemen, is the series-of amazing and inex-
plicable events, whieh this country presents for exami-
nation ; and wﬁic,h canpot fail to attract much of our
attention. Thereare, however, many other subjeets,
which, if less brilliant, are of equal or greater ntility.
Whatever relates to the improvement of onr agriculture,
manufactures and commeree ; to the perfection of our
political and social institutions ; to the economies, sta-
tisties and history of our infaut state, is of the greatest
consequence. DBut I have only time to expatiate on the
last a single moment, - Were the most intelligent young
men of gh.in interrogated concerning,the Indian war
which closed in 17935, they could scarcely do mere than
relate, that Harmar was repulsed ; that St. Clair was
disastrous ; and that Wayne conquered. With those

* The Indian name for corn.






