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HISTORY OF SYPHILIS. .

refer to some disease with which he was at this time
afflicted : but whether the leprosy, the small-pox, or
some other disorder that had attacked the whole sys-
tem, and showed its virulence on the different parts of
the surface, cannot be absolutely determined.

“7. For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease :
and there is no soundness in my flesh.”

Dr. Clarke—*¢ Or, rather, a burning ; nikelah, from
kalah, to fry, scorch, &c.; hence nikelah, a burning or
strongly feverish disease.”

“10. My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: as
for the light of mine eyes, it is also gone from me.”

¢ There is no soundness in my flesh.”—¢ All without
and all within bears evidence that the whole of my sol-
ids and fluids are corrupt.”

“11. My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my
sore ; and my kinsmen stand afar off.”

“ For fear of being infected by my disease.”

It would certainly be difficult for the most eloquent
and observing physician, to describe the secondary symp-
toms of an aggravated case of syphilis, with more
graphic earnestness, than is here set forth. It had not
only affected the entire circulating system, but even the
eyes, with some one of the three principal varieties of
inflammation of that organ. See chapter x.

To the unbiased mind, there can be no reasonable
doubt that the above quotations allude to syphilis; and
we think Dr. Clarke’s Commentary conclusive. More-
over, when we cometo treat of some other diseases of the
penis, we shall show conclusively, that the enlightened
and humane right of circumecision, in connection with












HISTORY OF SYPHILIS. i1

earth’s surface for its origin, when the genital organs,
being of similar structure and functions, must inevita-
bly have been affected with similar general diseases,
throughout the world ; and if the general results of in-
flammation, for example, were the same, why not the
individual one in question, or the secretion of a spe-
cific poison, from similar, though inappreciable causes.
See, for one moment, what forcible analogies may be
found ;—the specific virus of a mad dog’s saliva, inva-
riably produces similar results all over the world; and
yet it is constantly originating, de novo. Why! those
who would have a single point of origin—as from
America—might as well assert that all rabid dogs were
in turn bitten by each other, and that the necessary an-
tecedent to hiydrophobia, was to be from some one indi-
~idual of the species. Yet this would be deemed an
absurdity. Moreover, the reader will see the various
effects produced upon different constitutions by the
same virus; and, as it has always been known that the
secretions even of healthy individuals, have their essen-
tial differences, (the dog even distinguishing the smell
of his own master,) is it not a fair inference, that dis-
ease would produce equal changes in the secretions of
the private parts, and that these secretions might, when
united with others, become specific.

Again, it is well known, in the various modifications
of Leucorrhea—a disease to which the most virtuous
females are subject—under this same law, from the
most simple state, this very disease will pass into the
yr0st virulent and distressing one, producing great irri-
tation and offensive discharge, and often affecting their




































CHANCRE. 23

and the ordinary white discharge, where the foreskin
covers the glans, has been suffered to remain and be-
come corrupt. These affections will be noticed in the
chapter on gonorrhea. The same treatment is here
applicable as to other chancres. The affection 1s far
from infrequent, and I am satisfied that patients have
often been saved from a prolonged mercurial course, by
the proper application being made to them, with suffi-
cient decision, to destroy their specific action.

These are the ordinary forms in which primary sy-
philis presents itself to the surgeon. There certainly is
very considerable difference in their occasional appear-
ance ; yet, as they all produce constitutional eruptions,
and other symptoms of greater or less severity, and we
sincerely think are capable of rapid cure in their inci-
piency, they are sufficiently deseribed to give the reader
a general idea of the kind of affection for which he
should seek medical aid. Yet, when we reflect that the
act of coition, under ordinary circumstances, was cer-
tainly not intended by nature to be followed by any lo-
cal injury, we cannot conscientiously abstain from urg-
ing the advice upon all who may have incurred the
slightest injury to these organs, to seek the aid of an
honourahle and intelligent surgeon. The hints we
shall give in this volume, will aid in distinguishing the
empyric, and avoiding his practices.

As chancrous discharges act with peculiar virulence
and rapidity upon recent wounds, or even the slightest
abrasions or cracks of the skin, about the fingers and
nails, it is necessary to observe extreme caution. The
writer has seen two severe cases of the disease from its












BUBO. 27

syphilitic, without any chancre or even the slightest visi-
ble abrasion. Mr. Hunter has seen instances, and John
Bell of London, observes, that he * has recorded up-
wards of twenty cases.” The writer of this work has
submitted to the notice of a distinguished surgeon ot
this city, a case in which constitutional eruption follow
ed a bubo, without a chancre. The patient declined a
mercurial course, which was urged upon him from the
knowledge of Mr. Bell's observation, and the persistence
and suppuration of the bubo. 1In such cases, (fortunate-
ly very rare) we have nothing to help our opinion of the
propriety of mercury but the latter points, and I do not
hesitate to advise mercury in all such cases, if there be
no other sufficient cause for a sympathetic bubo, such as
its occurrence after great fatigue, violent jumping or
wrestling, mechanical injury of the generative organs, or
the foot or thigh, all of which might do so, and if the
patient were scrofulous, the bubo would prove very dif-
ficult to remove by local means.

The poison from the chancre may also cause ulcera-
tion in the small track of lymphatics along the penis,
before they become convoluted to form the gland, or
bubo. I have known the virus stop and spend all its
force in the formation of extensive ulceration at the root
of the penis, and form no bubo at all.

A syphilitic bubo, when open and discharging mat-
ter, is in all respects similar to a chancre. It is a
chanecre upon a large scale, and the matter will produce
other chancres, if care is not used ; hence the neces-
sity of great cleanliness and circumspection. But here




























































SWELLED TESTICLE. 47

originates in gonorrhea, the pain is considerable from its
commencement, and it extends to the back and loins ;
it is also much aggravated on assuming the vertical pos-
‘ure, and the patient is glad to seek relief by lying down.
The former progresses very gradually, often requiring
weeks to attain the size that the latter acquires in two
days: this is often, in both, the size of a hen’s egg.

To distinguish it from the cancerous affection above
mentioned, it may be remembered that the latter is still
more slow in its accession, is accompanied with much
sharp stinging pain, becomes very knotty and irregular
over its entire surface, and soon extends up the cord to
the groin. The syphilitic testicle may also be accom-
panied with effusion of water, constituting dropsy of this
part; this is described in another chapter. (See Hydro-
cele.) As mercury is the only means of cure for this
affection, and it removes it with certainty and rapidity,
it will soon relieve the anxiety of patients.

The only additional remark I feel it necessary to
make, is to urge the patient to submit to the recumbent
posture entirely. Nothing is more absurd than to ex-
pect the benefit of a surgeon’s efforts in alleviating this
complaint, than by continuing on the legs, even if con-
fined to the chamber, or sitting, it is all wrong alike.
No benefit can follow, so long as the blood is prevented
from returning to the great vessels of the body, by com-
pelling it to ascend through a long and tortuous system
of vessels, before any of it can be driven from the dis-
eased organ. This is, without any exception, the most
necessary observance in treating any diseases of the
genital organs. The whole of this matter is fully ex-
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