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TREATMENT AND CURE. 51

far from falling on the floor as the two others, he resisted
me in the face. I tried to send him away in the name of
Jesus Christ, but he laughed at me. And while I contin-
ued to try to send him away, and he to resist, the first at-
tendant interfered, and sent him in the other hall. This
patient is the very one who uttered those names in Wal-
loon: “Francois, Fine, Adele.”

A long time after those things, once, while I was again
preaching within me, I came in my discourse to the sub-
ject of Judas Iscariot, leaving the last supper table, to go
and sell his Master divine, and while I was remarking that
only a man possessed of the demon of avarice, could in
like manner, sell his brother, father or master for a few
miserable pieces of silver, behold! the very patient whom
I considered for a long time whether rightly or wrongly,
to be possessed of the demon of avarice, started at that very
moment to bleed at the nose. He lost a great quantity of
blood on the floor. The first attendant saw the blood,
wondered at it, and had it cleaned away by another pa-
tient. Another time some days after that, when I again
reached this same point in my discourse, and while I ex-
amined the crime of Judas in another aspect, this same
patient, has laid down on the floor, and groaned as if suf-
fering much. Now during the five months and a half I
staid in that ward, I never saw before, nor after, this
patient thus bleed at the nose, or prostrated in like manner.

Now before going farther, let us see what mean
those things. For us they just mean this: First, this pa-
tient, this false Christ, who answers, speaks, teaches, and
approves by the signs and gestures of his eyes, hands and
feet, does not understand what I say. Yet, could he com-
prehend my French or Walloon. he could not hear me, be-
cause [ speak within me But Satan, who understands
all languages and whisperings, knows what 1 say, and he
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TREATHMENT AND CURE. 83

In the meantime as if this had been proved tome, I had
this intimate conviction that my doctors knew nothing
about my trouble. Thus I refused again to take this black
medicine. And once, when the first keeper had violently
poured into my mouth a great part of it, I quickly
spewed out ull [ could. But for this, he struck me a vio-
lent blow with his heavy fist in the abdomen.

After being recovered I wrote several times to my wife
that I suffered from a stomach pain, and I then believed
as [ do today, that this pain had no other caunse than the
blows received during our three last weeks of folly. And
now mark, it would take so little to help us, and deliver us
from our folly. Only purge our mind of the idea that
this man is the Christ, and we are saved, healed. What
human science could ever explain insanity, or conceive
what it is, if it was not revealed by a man who had the ex-
perience of almost all the forms, degrees, and varieties of
msanity, such as several kinds of frenzy, rage, furor,
stupor, torpor, delirinm, confusion, convulsion, dementia,
down to the mildest forms of mania, melancholia and
monomania, so-called? But now how take out of the pa-
tient’s mind this false idea? That is the question. Well,
since 1t 1s a fact, that many times we searched in our
memory of God’s word, to decide whether this patient was
or not the Christ, if we had only had a New Testament to
read therein: *For there shall arise false Christs and
false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders,
ete.”  Without doubt such a passage would have dis-
abused and saved me. But behold! with the same per-
sistence that the doctors had refused us to see our wife at
the time of dire necessity, in like manner they now re-
fused to us the Scriptures to read, the only efficacious
means of saving us at present. Wherefore we may say,
with a perfect assurance, based on conclusive facts, for the






TREATMENT AND CURE. 85

refinements. Listen: I was very afraid of that patient
who had uttered my name in Walloon. The attendants
knew it, and so Dr. Pember, so far that the doctor asked
me several times, what I had scen about that patient to be
so afraid of him. Now at this time, I was almost ready
to die, there were more patients than beds in onr ward.
And the attendants took this very patient and put him to
sleep in my room, most probably in the room of the sole
patient of the ward who was afraid of him. During the
night that demoniac was speaking, singing and sometimes
screaming harshly. Almost every night he got up and
walked from one end of the hall to the other, for hours,
covered up with the blankets. He was urinating
every mnight on the floor while standing up and
sometimes defecating. His demons kept him awake al-
most all the night. But when he slept he snored in such
a way as to hinder any one in the room from sleeping.
Such is the dreadful companion that the keepers wilfully
gave me then to sleep with me for about one month.
I was only delivered of him, after being recovered, upon a
request I addressed to this effect to Dr. Pember, in a mo-
ment when I could catch the doctor in the ward, being
not accompanied by the attendants. Now, go ye again, ye
that have relatives or friends here repose quietly, believing
*That nothing is wanting for the welfare of your loved
ones,” and that they have here a home, a residence, as it is
represented to you by the managers of this house! !
Jesuits!

Now 1 was sensible enough at the time to comprehend
perfectly that thislife could not last long under such cir-
cumstances. I rejoiced aboutit. I considered that death
alone, in fact, could put an end to such sufferings, and Isaw
it coming gladly. I was growing thin and feeble. One day
I caclulated that such a number of days more ought to end


























































































































































































TREATMENT AND CURE. 147

what transpired in the Romish monasteries, and submit
them to the control of the civil authorities, to protect the
inmates against maltreatment, and the abuses committed
therein, just as urgent now is it to investigate what daily
oceurs in this hospital (and it-is to be supposed in almost
all such institutions) and establish a sufficient control
thereof to protect the insane against maltreatment. For
we have seen what responsibility the doctors have, who
manage this house, in this maltreatment of the patients.
We have seen that the medical authority is to a great ex-
tent responsible for this state of things.* If the doctor
superintendents,have sometimes discharged attendants who
had abused the patients, this profits nothing, while they
keep right long in the service of the hospital, those at-
tendants WHOM WE HAVE SEEN TREAT THE PATIENTS AS
wiLb BEAsTS. How could those doctors reform the per-
sonnel of employes, while one of the best disciplinarians
among them, Dr. Wigginton, himself declares: **Without
flattery, I think we have a very excellent corps of at-
tendants, of which the institution and all concerned in
its management may well feel proud. (Second biennial re-
port of the Northern Wisconsin hospital, page 142.)  But
hear citizens,what was told me by one of the most sensible
of the patients,in the spring of 1885, after having been de-
tained for several years in this house: “If the people of
Wisconsin, he said, should know what takes place in this
hospital, they would come and tear down the building.
(literally.) Let usrathersay, that, in such doctors and
keepers there is folly also, surely. A folly of quite an-
other sort than the folly of the patients of course.but it is
nevertheless a furious, dangerous folly, which when arrived
at its climax, forces to this conclusion, certain, necessary,

#0f course this does not exculpate the guiltfy keepers who have abused the
patients, while they should take good care of them.
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TREATMENT AND CURE. 149

out without being mspected by the doctors, and that any
letter which speaks against the institution has no chance
to get out we have seen here the patients essentially, as a
general rule without protection, delivered up to the mercy
of their keepers, who treat them as shown in this book.
Let therefore the citizens provide for the patients as soon
as possible, in awaiting better things, the protection
against maltreatment which their deplorable situation in
this hospital demands, and in some others as we have
seen. Let those interested in the question see in the 15th
annual report of the State Homeopathic asylum for the
insane, at Middletown, N. Y., (1886) page 28 and 29, the
protection provided therein for the patients, by means of
a letter-box, placed in each ward, in which box letters for
the trustees may be dropped, by any of the patients,at any
time.*

Behold! Citizens of Wisconsin, we have shown you,
withoaut hatred as without fear, how are treated in the
Northern hospital, our fathers, brothers, sons, and the
husband; and probably almost identically treated are our
mothers, sisters, daughters and wives. What are you
gommgto do? At any rate something must be done. As
for me, as long as the insane hospitals are not trans-
formed, never, either the wife or child whom God has
given me, shall enter an insane asylum, while I can pre-

*In St. Peter asylum I asked Dr. Kilbourne from whom the patients could
get redress when beaten and strangled by their keepers. He answered me:
“T don't know.""—To the same question Dr. Booth, of the Northern Wisconsin
hospital, answered me: ‘‘They can claim redress from me. No attendant doing
that can stay here.” Butthe trouble is that every time a doctor passes
throweh the wards, heis, as I have seen, always accompanied by one or
several attendants; and how could the abused patient make complaint to
the doctor in presence of the attendants who have abused him, and may do
B0 again as soon as the doctor is out of the ward. Thisis so morally im-

ossible that it never oceurs. And thus I have seen the patients, in fact,
Eterml;r,f delivered up to the merey of their keepers, without protection.—
Thus it is evident that the system of protection by means of those letter-
boxes in the Middletown Homeopathic asylum, is already a good improve-
ment. Nevertheless, it is still insufficient, because a demented patient may
be abused for a long time before he gets sense enough to write a letter of

complaint and drop it in the box and as a general rule, the most maltreated
are alwavs the most out of their senses.































TREATMENT AND CURE, 159

kept and treated iz this hospital, with twice or thrice
chances less to be cured, than to be kept at home?

But let us look a little further. In some particulars
received from Belgium we read that there are now at Gheel
1,300 patients. That the township is divided into four
sections, and that a doctor with the derisive salary of 300
franes (860) per year, is attached to each section, with an
inspector.

Now each doctor of the Northern hospital received on an
average a yearly salary ot 81,120 (5,600 franes)if the
sum of 54,480 annually allowed to them (four) were
equally divided. Buat we see that the doctor super-
intendent takes of the total sum $2.300, then the first
assistant gets $1,000, then thers is §700 for the second
assistant, and there only remains $480 for the lady physi-
clan;peculiar division of salary indeed !* If the salaries were
thus divided between the four doetors of Gheel, the fourth
one should live, he and his family of the pure air of Cam-
pine surely. And then blind is this division of salary, for
certain it is that the doctor superintendent casts not one
more devil out of the insane for $2.300, than does the
lady physician for $480. But we must pass over this. We
say that the four doctors of the Northern Wisconsin
hospital, with a yearly average salary of $1,120 (5,600

rancs) give us now 12 per cent. of recoveries, while the
four doctors of Gheel, with a yearly salary of $60 each
give from 28 to 30 per cent. of recoveries.

Thus the four doctors of the Northern hospital in giv-
ing us 75 recoveries per yearf for the total salary of
$4,480, we pay them for the recovery of each patient at the
rate of 860 in round numbers, for doctor’s salary above
their board. And the four doctors of Gheel,in giving at the

#Sinre the above was written, the lady physician bhas been replaced by a
third male assistant, with a salary of $600.

+-ee second bi-ennial report page 143,












TREATMENT AND CURE. 163

and acting throngh the insane, we cannot hesitate for a
moment TO PRONOUNCE INSANITY INCURABLE BY THE
DOCTORS.

Therefore, based on such foundation that neither criti-
cism nor argument, nor sophistry, nor theory, mnor
erudition, nor ignorance can ever remove, we say to any
person who has any relative or friend smitten with in-
sanity: Your loved one is possessed of one or several de-
mons. Whether you believe it or not, there are demons—
Christ declares it—and it is those demons who render in-
sane our loved ones, by taking possession of them. Again,
the Lord Jesus Christ has revealed to us this fact. Where-
fore friend, any doctor who stands as a healer of insanity
or epilepsy, ask him gently: “Doctor, have you received
the power to cast out the demons as Peter, as Philip, as
Paul, or any other of the Master's disciples?” And so long
as he cannot prove his ability to thus cast out the demons,
do not believe he can cure your loved ones, afflicted
with insanity. The doctor is either deceived or deceiving
you. Heis a knave or afool. He cannot escape this fatal
dilemma. Of course we don’t say that insanity isan in-
curable trouble of itself. No, many insane have been
seen again, clothed and in their right mind. We only
say that the trouble being produced by an invisible, im-
palpable, spiritual power, the cause therefore escapes all
the senses and science of the doctors, and cannot be re-
moved either by medical science or by any human power.

Now to any doctor who would contest this, we shall say
in advance; for us we are nothing; but to prove we are
wrong on this subject and that you can heal the insane
by medical appliances, you must prove that the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Creator of the soul, spirit and body was
mistaken about the cause and cure of insanity and epilepsy,
and the word of God to be untrue. 'Tis a hard task
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